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FROM THE EDITORS
Please and Thank You
First ‘thank you’ to Shona Ingham
who has been kind enough to step
forward and fill the gap in the editorial
team left by Annie Hollingdale leaving
us to devote more time to her family,
Shona has recently moved to Hooky,
and she will take over liaising with
our advertisers and handling our
invoicing and banking. A very warm
welcome to Shona from the rest of
the team.
Now the ‘please’: We need another
volunteer for a key role in the
newsletter production process. Verity
Calderan has decided that the time
has come to hand over the baton to
someone else, so there is an
opportunity to take over
responsibility for organising the
newsletter distribution. This requires
a very short period of focused activity
every two months as each edition
comes off the press. The copies need
to be collected from the printer,
batched up into appropriate bundles for each member of our devoted distribution
team and the correct number of copies delivered to each team member. Verity has
a well-practiced and slick routine for achieving all this with minimum effort, and she
will happily hand on the tricks of the trade to the next incumbent. This is a vital job
– quite simply, if we don’t have someone doing it, then no-one gets a newsletter!
But it is fun (you get to visit bits of the village – and people – you might never
otherwise see) and limited in scope (a few hours of sorting, carrying and driving
every two months). If you would like to help us, please get in touch with us for a
chat about what is involved. I would love the next edition to start with another
‘thank you’! Speaking of which, thanks to Kerrie McCormick for the cover photo.
From the Registers
Sadly we report the deaths of Iris Lilian Edwards (nee White) aged 59, formerly of
Hook Norton; Peter Hermon, aged 72; and Paul Anthony Burger, aged 68. On behalf
of the village we send condolences to their families and friends.
The wedding of Jamie Thomas Stuward Thomson of Little Gaddesden and Charlotte
Lara Hope Hanbury-Williams of Hook Norton took place at St Peter’s on 9 April. We
wish you joy and congratulations; also to those who were baptised at St Peter’s:
Annabelle Sylvia White and Matilda Elsie White, daughters of Jonathan and Gemma
White, of Hook Norton (10 April).
Rafe William James Leader, son, and Elphia Beau Leader, daughter of Nicholas Leader
and Sarah Townsend of Chipping Norton (17 April).
April Grace Stubbs, daughter of John Stubbs and Suzy Armitage, of Hook Norton (24
April).

NEWSLETTER TEAM
Advertising Shona Ingham
advertise@hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk
Page Layout John McCormick
Copy Editor David Jones   737748
news@hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk
Distribution Verity Calderan
Proofreading Kerrie McCormick
IT/Web Support Martin Baxter  737391
Directory Diana Barber  737428
bar4ber@gmail.com

ADVERTISING RATES
SIZE MONO COLOUR
Third Page £12.50 £22.50
Half Page £17.50 £32.50
Donations can be posted to or dropped in to :
Hook Norton Newsletter, c/o High Wiend, Brewery
Lane. Hook Norton OX15 5NX or put in our
postbox in the village shop

NEX T ISSUE: AUGUST
COPY DATE: FRI 15TH JULY
The views expressed in the Newsletter are
not necessarily those of the Editorial Team.

Find us on the web at
www.hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk
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A. L. SOLE & SON
Funeral Directors

Bidston Close, Over Norton
Chipping Norton OX7 5PP

A professionally qualified Funeral Director
Providing a dignified and personal service at any hour.
Private Chapels of Rest in a peaceful garden setting.

Tel 01608 644112

Mobile Caterers
MARK & TESSA DAVIDSON

Freshly Cooked Fish & Chips in Hook Norton
Friday 4:30 – 8pm at Bell Hill

Also available for any outside events, private parties etc.
Tel: 01295 812811 07875 751366

VICTORIA TAYLOR T/A  Miss ’T’ CateRing

 Catering for events such as:
Anniversaries, Weddings,

Christenings,
BirthdAY parties, Funerals And

private dinner parties.
~.~.~

Cutlery and Crockery Hire.

Contact Victoria Taylor on:

                                 Home: 01295 780206
                                 Mob: 07841 910037
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HOOK NORTON BRASS BAND
Our joint Spring Training and main Band Concert at St
Peter's on the 23 April was very well patronised; many
thanks to all who attended – without you we wouldn't
be celebrating our 130th year in 2016. We raised in the
region of £450.00 for Band running costs. Grateful
thanks also to the Brewery, John Acreman & Mark
Taylor – helping with set up and set down. The
evening’s musical selection ranged from Carman,
Disney and West Side Story to Queen. Do come along
to future concerts – if you haven't heard modern brass
bands, you will be surprised at the repertoire now
available and performed. As an example, we were practising the theme to ‘Skyfall’
only weeks after the film was released a couple of years ago – gone are the days of
only march and waltz. That said, the traditional march remains a popular foot-tapper
– ‘The Middy’, ‘Royal Marines 1917’ and ‘Punchinello’ being performed on the night.
The band has a very hectic summer programme this year, ranging from bookings with
the National Trust to weddings. Our ‘Band Tour’ this year is covering Llandudno and
Llangollen in July. Previous years’ week-ends away have included Dublin,
Bournemouth, Whitby and Chester, to name but a few. The band and friends stay in
the same hotel – an excellent time being had by all!
We now enjoy a full complement of musicians in the main band – now standing at 29
heads – and training band, standing at 21 heads. All are managed and directed by
Shaun Humphries – quite an undertaking. To my knowledge this is the largest
membership we have ever had (in the last 43 years, to my memory); that said, we
always welcome new members – simply get in touch!

Martin Quartermain, 737269

HOOK NORTON GARDEN CLUB
The main event since the last Newsletter was the Spring Show, held at the school on
Saturday 16 April (see the separate report). Our attentions now turn to our outside
visits, the first of which is an open Gardens event at the Crooked Cottage in East End.
Meet at the Sun Inn at 6.45pm.
A voluntary fee of £5 is suggested, which will include refreshments, and all proceeds
will be donated to a cancer charity. This will be followed by our day visit to Wightwick
Manor on Sunday 26 June. Situated near Wolverhampton, it is managed by the
National Trust and the cost for NT members is £15, with non-members paying an
additional £10.40 at the door.
The coach will leave the Sun at 8.45am and return by 5pm. The visit includes a private
guided tour. Our half-day visit is to Oxford Botanical Gardens, the oldest in Britain.
The entry cost is £5, or £3.50 for concessions, and transport will be independently
arranged; we plan to meet outside the gardens at 1.00pm.
The Autumn Show will once again be held at St Peter's Church and this year will take
place on 10 September. Let's hope that before then we can enjoy a good summer,
and that our Gardens look resplendent in the sunshine.

Brian Griggs, 737458
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HOOK NORTON FESTIVAL OF FINE ALES
Saturday 16 July 2016
The organising committee are now working on
this year’s beer festival. Beer begging is going
well with brewers throughout the country
showing their generosity. Last year we served
132 different ales, and managed to raise
around £28,000, with just over half going to
Bloodwise (LLR), and the remainder distributed
to local groups.
As ever, we are very much dependent on
willing volunteers for help on the day. While
we have little problem finding people to pour
the beer, there are many less glamorous roles
that need filling. These include ticket selling at
the entrance, the ticket refresh in the main
tent, and selling merchandise on the day.
Preparing the entrance packs the day before
is a major task that we may need help with,
and clearing up the morning after isn’t always
popular.
One of our major expenses is paying for
couriers to collect full barrels from brewers all
over the country. If you happen to be travelling
around the country in the first two weeks of July, and you don’t mind picking up a
barrel or two, it will mean that we have more to donate following this year’s festival.
If you think you might be able to help, please drop an email to
info@hookybeerfest.co.uk.
One thing to remember and pass on to others is that the festival field is used for
livestock the rest of the year, so we would ask that you avoid bringing any glass or
cans to the event. Security staff will be asking anyone with glass or cans to remove
them from the site. For the same reason we will be using polycarbonate glasses again
this year.
We are having an introductory evening for helpers on 17 June at the Brewery Visitor
Centre so, if you can contribute in any way, please drop an email to
info@hookybeerfest.co.uk and let us know if you can make it. Check out the new
website for more details and (beer related) news: www.hookybeerfest.co.uk.

Hugh Robertson

IN MEMORIAM - ANNE WESTWOOD
Why do such wonderful people as Anne have to die
– so suddenly and so relatively young? It is hard for
many of us to bear in Hook Norton.

She was a warm, welcoming and loyal friend to so
many. She was full of life, vitality and beauty. She
was poised to have fun in the future but sadly it
was not to be. She is sorely missed.

God rest her soul. Frances Beckford
Anne, with her grand-daughter, Freya
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Estate Agents and Surveyors

32A High Street, Banbury, OX16 5ER
Tel: 01295 263505

12 New Street, Chipping Norton, OX7 5LJ
Tel: 01608 642111

SELLING, BUYING OR LETTING A PROPERTY IN HOOKY?
WE HAVE THE EXPERTISE AND EXPERIENCE TO HELP!

ü Experienced local staff with a partner living in the village.
ü Offices in both Banbury and Chipping Norton.
ü Advertising in both the Oxford Times and Banbury Guardian.
ü Colour listing on major internet sites including rightmove.co.uk and

propertyfinder.com
ü Specialist Letting and Management service.
ü Professional valuations and surveys by our own Chartered Surveyor.
ü Particularly attractive terms for Hooky residents.
Whatever your property needs in the village or surrounding area,

call Keith Woolley 01295 263505 or David Hawley 01608 642111
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FRIENDS OF HOOK NORTON COMMUNITY LIBRARY
The Annual Book and Plant Sale on 14 May was, as ever, a great
success. After a chilly start, the sun came out and brought a steady
throng of customers with it. With a huge range of books and plants
to choose from, and a raffle with fantastic prizes, visitors were
spoilt for choice and found plenty to spend their money on, and
the takings reflected this. We raised a total of £761, comprising
£365 on books, £182 on plants and £214 on the raffle.
There are so many people who contribute to making the occasion
a success. The FOHNCL trustees would particularly like to thank
the Font Café for providing the coffee, tea and biscuits, and local group, Fiddlebop,
whose presence every year adds hugely to the atmosphere of the occasion. We would
also like to thank The Gate Hangs High, Whichford Pottery, Wyatts Garden Centre,
the Village Shop, Turpin’s Lodge, the Firs Garage, the Brewery, The Pear Tree, Chipping
Norton Co-op and all the other donors of raffle prizes. We are also very grateful to all
the residents of Hook Norton and visitors who donated books and plants, and those
who in their turn came to buy them. No doubt many of you, like me, came away with
as many books and plants as you had donated. I’d like as well to add a special word
of thanks to the FOHNCL committee members, volunteers and Duke of Edinburgh
volunteers, Lucy and Charlie, who all gave up their time to make the occasion a
success, either before or on the day. This year all the unsold books went to Oxfam,
and we are grateful to their volunteers for collecting them.
It’s great to know that so many people still relish a good book and believe in the cause
of the Public Library. Sue Ditchfield, FOHNCL Secretary

HOOK NORTON FOOTBALL CLUB
This newsletter report brings us to the end of our season and what a season we have
had. Following on from our successful run in the FA cup we still managed to finish 3rd

in the league, meaning we have the chance to do it all over again next season! We
would like to thank everyone who came to support and sponsor us, and hope to see
you all again next season – maybe in the Hellenic Premier league. We are waiting to
see how the league will be sorted next year to have confirmation as to whether we
have managed to achieve this.
We would like to sincerely thank manager Joe Davies and assistants Liam and Dicko
for a memorable year, and look forward to our presentations on 10 June to reflect on
all we have achieved. We would also like to thank Matt Davies for stepping in at
Christmas to rescue the reserves team, and hope that their season next year continues
as this years ended – with an impressive squad coming through and some more
winning scores.
Well done too to both our youth teams – the U16's and 17's, who may join forces next
season to produce the U18's, meaning we still have a thriving club. The U17's were
worthy runners up in their league this year so future talent in the making!
All that remains now is to have a few weeks rest before pre-season starts, and prepare
for next year. We do, in the meantime, have a six-a-side tournament planned for
Sunday 31 July, in aid of a Cystic Fybrosis research – a cause very close to one our
footballer families hearts. Look out for posters around the village nearer the time for
more details.
Enjoy your summer and see you soon. Colette Warner
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DRESSMAKER
Custom made clothing and projects to order with attention to detail including silk

bridalwear

Alterations and repairs - from remodelling wedding dresses, to shortening coat sleeves, to
jeans hems and hand sewing on badges

KATIE BICKERTON
Consultations by appointment – Hook Norton – 07870 265762

Chris Smith
Your local handyman

 No job too small

 Please give me a call!

Phone 737145 or mobile 07703 202922
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HOOKY SCHOOL NEWS
Summer 2016: We are all very
excited as the first phase of our
building work nears completion. The
new Foundation Stage looks
amazing, with two spacious rooms
for our Reception and Nursery
classes. Once the builders have
moved on to phase two, we will be
landscaping the new early years
outdoor area. This will include a new
safety surface with a fixed climbing
frame and an extremely cute
woodland cabin. The new area will
also have a mud kitchen and a bigger
sandpit, so our youngest children can
develop their social, emotional and
physical skills in the great outdoors.
The Year 3 class has been the proud
recipient of the first set of new chairs
and tables. The chairs are
ergonomically designed for good
posture and are ‘anti-rock’ to spoil
the fun of rocking back on your chair
(but keeping you safe). We are
fund-raising enthusiastically for all
classes to have replacement
furniture. If you would like
to show your support for the
school and buy a chair we
would be very grateful. Each
chair costs £18. Please
contact me or the school
office.
We had our May Day
celebrations with dancing
from all the classes – from
traditional Circassian Circle
country dance and Barber’s
Pole Maypole dance to the
Cooper’s Dance, specially
devised for us and danced
by Y6 children (the only time
we encourage the wielding
of sticks…).
Appropriately, our building site manger crowned the May Queen, who paraded with
her attendants behind the traditional garland (beautifully made by one of our parents)
that is said to herald in summer. Let’s hope it works!

Stella Belgrove, Head teacher, office.3044@hook-norton.oxon.sch.uk
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CHIPPING NORTON
LIDO

Wonderful Outdoor Swimming

Including Toddlers’ Pool

Café & Picnic Area

Available for Private Hire

www.chippylido.co.uk
01608 643188

01295 788845
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Hook Norton Pre-School Playgroup
The Old School,
off Osney Close,
Queen Street,
Hook Norton.
OX15 5QH

Tel: 01608 730560
Email: hnppg@internet.com
Website: www.hooknortonplaygroup.org.uk
Facebook: Hook Norton Pre-School Playgroup

Days Times Costs
Breakfast Club Monday–Friday 7.30-9am £3.00 per hour

Morning Playgroup Monday–Friday 9am–12 noon £15.00
Pick Up from Nursery Monday–Friday 11.30am £2.50
Lunch Club Monday–Friday 12 noon–12.30pm £2.50

Take to Nursery Monday–Friday 12.30pm £2.50
Afternoon Playgroup Monday–Friday 12.30–3.30pm £15.00
Pick Up from School Monday–Friday 3.15-4pm £2.50
After School Club Monday–Friday 3.15–6pm £5.00 per hour

Outstanding Ofsted Inspection 2010
Ofsted registration no: EY490088
Registered Charity no: 1157726
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NEWS FROM THE HOOK NORTON TENNIS CLUB
Results of the Banbury league matches: as I write this,
our A team is yet to play in Div 1; B team is 3rd in Div 2;
C team is 3rd in Div 5; and the D team is yet to play a
match.
Coaching

The summer term
continues in June and
July:
Please note: Times of
the sessions are
subject to change
depending on numbers.
We ask all junior tennis
players to become
members of the club –
we now have 60 junior
members. The joining
fee has now been
reduced to £20.

Other News: Fun tournament and barbecue to be held on Saturday 25 June. The
barbecue to be shared with the cricket club.
Juniors: The numbers are very good and Marc has had
to set up two new mini tennis sessions to accommodate
this. He has eight entries for the ‘Road to Wimbledon’
tournament.
Cardio Tennis
Sessions are held Wednesday evenings, 7–8pm.
Contact Marc Gilkes for Coaching/Cardio Tennis details: 01295 265085 / 07930
406015 / marcgilkes@fsmail.net.
To play in a team or for more information contact Sue Glasson, 730880,
merrymoons1@aol.com, or see: www.hooknortonsportsandsocialclub.co.uk or
www.hook-norton.org.uk Elaine Priestley

HOOK NORTON WI
The speaker for our April meeting was Brian Lowe. He gave a very interesting,
informative and humorous talk accompanied with photos, called ‘Intriguing Oxford’,
and he impressed on us how important Oxford is. It is steeped in history going back
to the Civil War and before. He started his talk about the old prison, which is now a
hotel, and the Norman-built city wall that was demolished in the Civil War. We also
saw pictures of University Church with its great spire, St Mary's and Christ Church
Cathedral, which is well known for its Tom Tower. After more churches and impressive
buildings he finished with the Botanical Gardens, which were the first to be opened in
Europe.
After the talk we had an official meeting. Hook Norton WI and Sibford WI are enlarging.
We will be known as Hook Norton WI. The vote for this was unanimous.

Doreen McLaughlin

Day Time Age Session Price/session

Tue to Fri 9–9.30am 3–5 Tots 1 £2.50

Tue to Fri 9.30–10.30am 5–8 Mini red 1 £5

Tuesdays 6–7pm Adults £5

Wed 7–8pm Any age Cardio tennis £3 (£4 non-members)

Wed 12.30–1.30pm 11+ Junior 1 £5

Thu 4.30–5.30pm 8–9 Mini orange 1 £5

Fri 5–6pm 11+ Junior 1 £5

Fri 6–7pm 11+ Junior 2 £5

Sat 9–9.30am 3–5 Tots 2 £2.50

Sat 9.30-10.30am 5–8 Mini red 2 £5

Sat 10.30–11.30am 8–9 Mini orange 2 £5

Sat 11.30am–12.30p
m

11+ Juniors 3 £5

Sat 12.30–1.30pm 10 Mini green 1 £5
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Patsy & Andrew Edwards

Old Pine Tables, Chests, Cupboards etc.
bought and sold

Oak Floors - Bespoke Doors - Log Stores
supplied and fitted

    01608 684969        07760 615581
patsyed@talktalk.net    andrew@innovention.co.uk

Your resident village Plumber.
All work considered.

As advertised on www.trustatrader.com
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WILDLIFE NOTES
The first cuckoo of the year in Hooky has now been heard. Glad Ford from The Glebe
heard it on about 14 April while Ryan Hall reports hearing one a couple of days later.
Springtime birdsong is now very much in evidence; however, from a personal point
of view, I have still to hear a cuckoo.
The ‘resident’ barn owls on the land by Gilden Farm are still in evidence and are often
seen flying during daylight. Gill White has spotted a tree creeper in her garden as well
as goldcrests. Ravens are becoming more common in the area and some are nesting
in one of the barns at Redlands Dairy Unit.
At this time of year birds are nesting and rearing their young. Those species that are
ground nesting are more prone to disturbance so please be careful when walking your
dogs across fields and farmland.
An unusual creature I saw recently was a bat flying one afternoon by the roadside at
the bottom of South Hill. In the main bats are nocturnal, however, they do fly around
during the day if they have been disturbed in their roosts.
I have very few other notes of sightings for this edition of the newsletter. Please don't
be shy, let me know what you have seen on your travels in the village and the
surrounding area.
From the feedback I have received readers like to know what wildlife has been spotted.
To end this report I'll mention my sighting of a muntjac doe with her fawn. They
crossed the footpath by the Rop Stream behind the Manor House prior to going into
the woodland area of the Manor garden.

David McGill, 737103, scotlandend@btinternet.com

LOCAL HISTORY GROUP
Our last meeting of the 2015/16 season was held last month when David Shirt, one
of our members, gave a very interesting and informative talk about the Rollright
Stones.
The Group is now on its summer break until the first meeting of the 2016/7 season
which is on Tuesday 6 September. Our speaker is retired Hooky vet Alan Walker who
will be talking about his family's veterinary connection to the local area. Alan will
have copies of his book Four Legs and a Tale for sale on the night.
For further information about the Group please contact me.

David McGill, Secretary, 737103, scotlandend@btinternet.com

LADIES BADMINTON
Ladies social badminton in the Memorial Hall:

Tuesday evenings: 8.00 – 9.30pm
Thursday mornings: 10.00am – 12.00 midday

(Not Christmas, New Year or Pantomime weeks)
Please join us or just come for a look to see if it's for you. First session free!

Contact Vicky on 737985
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Horse Riding in Hook Norton
Turpins Lodge Riding School,

Turpins Lodge,
Tadmarton Heath Road, Hook Norton

Telephone 01608 737033
See our web site for more information

www.turpinslodge.co.uk

Association of British Riding Schools Approved, Council Licensed
● Indoor and outdoor schools, so whatever the weather come and ride!
● Horses and ponies of all shapes and sizes
● Lessons Saturday, Sunday and after school
● Reduced rates 10:30 - 3:30 Tuesday to Friday
● School holidays ‘own a pony days’ and more …
● Gift vouchers available. Ideal for Christmas!
 (can be bought over the phone)

 Wherever you ride please ensure they have a council licence

We are Schwarzkopf of London trained
stylists, providing professional
hairdressing for both men and women
in a professional, friendly environment.
We specialise in cutting, colouring and
bridal hair.

Please drop in to make an appointment or
Late night opening Tuesday until 8pm,early closing  2pm
Thursday's and 5 pm rest of working week.
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HOOK NORTON BEAVERS

Hook Norton 1st Beaver Scouts will have a few vacancies from September 2016 for
6–8 year-olds. We are an inclusive, friendly and adventurous group, with girls and
boys, meeting during term times on Friday evenings from 6.30–7.45pm. We are also
looking for leaders who can assist running sessions and fill in when the other leaders
are away, to ensure that we can continue successfully. It’s a great opportunity for
parents to get involved in running a youth group, meet other folk from the village and
spend some fun time with the kids! For further details, please contact
hooknortonbeavers@yahoo.co.uk.

Rupert Holdsworth

HOOK NORTON COMMUNITY SMALLHOLDING

The Smallholding enthusiasts have now entered their fourth year of rearing pigs. Our
first batch of four Gloucester Old Spot/British Lop cross piglets has arrived; they can
be seen in the paddock off Burycroft Road, near the allotments, or from the footpath
leading across the field from there to the Rop Stream. At the time of arrival they were
slightly older than those we have had in previous years. This of course means that
we will be selling pork earlier than in the past. Further details about pork sales will
follow in the future. However, in the meantime, if you would like more information
about the group and its aims please contact me.

David McGill, 737103, scotlandend@btinternet.com
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GRANGE FARM FOODS
Beautiful handmade cakes for weddings, birthdays and

other occasions. Whether you would like comical
characters, exquisite handmade sugar flowers or

chocolate overload call Jane to discuss your dream cake.
Also catering for afternoon teas, canapés and buffets.
Menus created especially for you to suit your taste and

budget.
Contact Jane Abbott on 01608 737313 or by email

jane@grangefarmfoods.co.uk
Grange Farm Foods, Grange Farm, Swerford, OX7 4AX
Please call or visit our website for details www.grangefarmfoods.co.uk

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO HELP PARENTS IN YOUR AREA
We value your experience as a parent and need volunteers to
support families with children under 5 in their own homes.
Full training and expenses provided.
If you have 2 - 3 hours to spare each week, could you
befriend a local family in need?

Interested? Then come and join us!!

Contact Karen on 01295 266358

email: info@home-startbanbury.org.uk

More information is available on our website www.home-startbanbury.org.uk

Applicants will be subject to a CRB check Registered Charity No: 1114860
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STAGE, GALLERY AND CONCERT HALL
While I am basking in May sunshine I am also basking in wonderful memories of the
theatre – and in these I must include the BBC’s ‘Hollow Crown’ productions of
Shakespeare. On stage, as I recommended, ‘The Father’ with Kenneth Cranham was
so very good; a harrowing subject of dementia but the best of theatre. Look out, if
it remains on tour.

But what delights for the months ahead? Shakespeare is holding up well at Stratford
– Paapa Essiedus is a compelling Hamlet and ‘A Midsummer Night’s Dream’, heralded
as ‘A Play for the Nation’, proves a success – with professional actors working
alongside local amateur groups as Shakespeare’s Mechanicals. I’m not so sure of the
merits of the third – ‘Cymbeline’ – not only is the King turned into Queen but one
review headlines the play as a ‘Brexit-inspired’ revival! Please keep the Referendum
out of the theatre!

Perhaps my annual recommendation to look out for outdoor theatre in the summer
months is a good one – from ‘Rain-or-Shine’ (nearest venue is Sibford School on 27
June – again ‘A Midsummer Night’s Dream’) to National Trust’s Packwood House on
11 June, performing ‘Much Ado About Nothing’ – or at Cliveden, with magnificent
views across the Thames, we have another production of ‘A Midsummer Night’s Dream’
on 5 July. I do hope these are good omens for our 2016 midsummer!

Escape from the Bard? Well you can drive to Chichester to see Terence Rattigan’s
‘Ross’ (3-25 June) with Joseph Fiennes as TE Lawrence! Perhaps this is a plot to get
you to that delightful town and a visit to the Pallant House Gallery to see ‘The British
Landscape Tradition from Gainsborough to Nash’ – until 26 June.

The wonderful ‘Shakespeare in Art’ continues at Compton Verney until 19 June – not
to be missed. The Queen’s Gallery, Buckingham Palace, is presenting ‘Scottish Artists
1750–1900’ – a chance to see the best from the Royal Collection – until 9 October.
Best known for her paintings of magnified flowers, the American icon Georgia O’Keefe
is the main Tate Modern exhibition – 6 July–30 October.

While all the fun of the fair is usually to be seen at the Royal Academy’s Summer
Exhibition (13 June–21 August), I feel less enthusiastic for this year’s Turner Prize
(from 27 September) – the short-listed four include Anthea Hamilton’s 18ft sculpture
of a man’s bare buttock protruding through a hole in a brick wall!!!

Let me end with a more becoming picture – ‘Dutch Flowers’ – an exhibition at the
National Gallery (until 29 August) which coincides with the flower shows at Chelsea
and Hampton Court. Nothing could be nicer.

As a prelude to the Proms Season, at St Martins-in-the-Field on 28 June, you can
enjoy Warren Mailley-Smith, piano, playing Beethoven, Schubert, Grieg, Liszt, Chopin,
Rachmaninov and ending with Gershwin – giving the concert the title ‘Rhapsody in
Blue by Candlelight’. The Proms begin on 15 July, and I look forward to the 17 July
for Mozart, Haydn and Fauré, with the Choir of Kings College Cambridge and the
Orchestra of the Age of Enlightenment.

Finally our Banbury Symphony Orchestra perform at St Mary’s Banbury on 25 June:
Elgar, Arnold and Vaughan Williams in their Summer Charity Concert – having heard
their Chamber Orchestra here in St Peter’s last week, a 100% recommendation.

John Wheatley
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DIY Livery Available
Join our friendly yard in Sibford Gower

We have 3 stables, with 6 acres of grazing
(separate fields)

  Please contact Alistair Falconer Hall:
01295 226297; 07468 860078;

E: alistair.falconerhall@fishergerman.co.uk
for more information
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Karen SeymourKaren SeymourELECTRIC BIKES UPDATE
The electric bikes have continued to prove
really successful and popular and there are
now 3 bikes outside the Coop store in Chipping
Norton to add to the 4 outside the school.
Lots of people have said how they find it a
great way to be exploring the glorious
countryside around here and how the e-bikes
take out the struggle out of getting up our
hills.
Just go to our home page www.hn-lc.org.uk
to sign up if you haven't already.
Even the commute into Banbury station can
be nice now we have the e-bikes (none of
those issues about parking !).

Tim Lunel
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SNIPPETS FROM HOOK NORTON PARISH COUNCIL
Your Parish Councillors are:
Emma Kane, Chair; Amanda Watkins, Vice-Chair; Allison Hicks; Brian Griggs; Thomas
Wright; Nathan Matthews; Charles Henderson; Nicholas Casson*; Derek Brotherston*;

Danny Duggan*; Kate McCall-McCowan* (*Co-opted)
Appointment of Councillors to Working Groups:

· Recreation: Cllrs Kane, McCall-McCowan and Matthews
· Cemetery and Allotments: Cllrs Hicks, Wright and Duggan
· Environment: Cllrs Griggs, McCall-McCowan, Wright and Casson
· War Memorial Hall: Cllrs Kane, Watkins, Brotherston and Henderson.
· Hook Norton Neighbourhood Plan: Cllr Hicks

Parish Warden: Wendy Gordon was appointed Parish Warden in April.
The Annual Parish Meeting took place on 14 April 2016. The Annual Meeting of the Parish
Council took place on 12 May 2016. Cllr Kane was re-appointed Chair of the Parish
Council, Cllr Watkins was re-appointed Vice Chair and Rosemary Watts was re-appointed
Responsible Financial Officer.
Internal Audit of Parish Council and Memorial Hall Accounts (2015–2016): This has been
conducted by Mr David Ralls (MAAT), Banbury, with no matters arising. Both sets of
accounts have been signed-off by the Chair and Responsible Financial Officer. The Parish
Council accounts will now be sent to external auditors, BDO.
Defibrillator: the Parish Council has agreed to pay £435.37 for a Prim School defibrillator.
The Queen’s 90th Birthday Celebrations and Re-launch of the War Memorial Hall: this will
take place in the Memorial Hall and hall gardens on 18 June, 2–6pm. Cherwell District
Council has approved a £500 grant towards the cost of the event. FOHNS will provide
food, while Hook Norton Brewery will brew a special beer for the occasion from a 90
year-old recipe – there is a competition for residents to name the brew! A Temporary
Events Licence has been applied for, as has a road closure on Sibford Rd and Mobbs Ln.
Street Furniture: the white gates at the entrance to the village in Station Road are
damaged and will be repaired as soon as possible. The Parish Council is purchasing an
additional four dog bins for the village.
Potholes: there are numerous potholes in and around the village, and the Parish Council
has reported many of them to OCC Highways. Residents are urged to report any defects
they find in the highway to Oxfordshire County Council on http://fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk.
The more people who complain about potholes, the more likely repairs will be carried out.
Children’s Play Area: Dog owners are asked to pick up after their animals. Leaving faeces
behind is a health hazard to children, and also gets into the mowers.
Cemetery: A stone wall has recently collapsed and will be repaired as a matter of
urgency. The stone wall below the lower and upper cemetery is due to be repaired in the
next few weeks. Japanese Knotweed in the cemetery is to be treated.
Village Networks, South Northants Volunteer Bureau: A Village Networks bus will be
visiting Hook Norton on 15 June. Villagers will have free access to money advice, advice
on reduction of household bills (water, electricity and oil), computer training, job-seeking
advice and support, volunteering opportunities and debt counselling. The bus will stop at
The Bourne (junction of Old School End) 10.30–11.30am and Sibford Road (junction of
The Glebe) 11.30am–1pm.
Changes to Bus Timetables: County Cllr Reynolds has reported that new bus timetables
for the Hook Norton/Banbury route have not yet been decided due to the allocation of
S106 monies being delayed.
Elections: Hugo Brown, Bryn Williams and Mike Kerford-Byrnes were elected to cover the
Deddington Ward. Cllr Hugo Brown will be taking the west-end of the ward, namely Hook
Norton, Milcombe, South Newington and Wigginton. Contact him at hmhb10@gmail.com. If
Cllr Brown is not available, Cllr Williams and Kerford-Byrnes will also be happy to help.

Rosemary Watts, Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer to Hook Norton PC,
rwattshooknortonpc@hotmail.co.uk
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VILLAGE SHOP - NOW WITH ADDED POST OFFICE!
The Post Office services have arrived!

Post services, banking deposit services, free cash withdrawals,
Euros and US Dollars, bill payments, vehicle tax, mobile top ups
Post Office open same hours as shop - including weekends!

We also have our usual fresh bread, meet, cheeses,
vegetables, salad and fruit

Fancy a night in with a bottle of wine and a DVD? Or gorgeous cakes to go with
a warming cup of tea?

Don’t forget that our flower department is blooming marvellous
Our trained florists can make you anything to order
Are you going to a party, want a gift or an extra special treat?
We also do weddings, special events and funerals
Remember to get your order in early, our flowers come direct from Holland, on
temperature controlled lorries

All here at your local village shop

The Village Shop & Post Office
High Street, Hook Norton, Oxon. OX15 5NQ

Tel 01608 737245 Email: enquiries@villageshophooky.co.uk
Open Mon – Sat 8am – 8pm Sundays 9am – 6pm



THE RECTOR WRITES
In or Out… keep on trying!
I don’t know about you, but I’m overwhelmed by all the claims and counterclaims of
whether we should leave or stay in the EU; but come Thursday, 23 June, a decision
must be made. It will be a decision we all have to live with. Therefore, we are being
asked to do something that is not just about what would be most beneficial for me;
but rather, what would be the best outcome for all concerned? So, how best might
we be governed?
The word ‘govern’ comes from the Latin term ‘guberno’ meaning ‘to steer a ship’. This
thought can graphically illustrate dictatorship, which can be rather like a powerful
ocean liner that can go straight ahead at a fast rate of knots. The danger is that it
may hit an iceberg and sink! Democracy, on the other hand, is more like a log-raft;
an unwieldy craft, difficult to steer, wallows all over the place and uncomfortable for
most of the time. But log-rafts don’t sink, and if those on board keep trying, they
eventually get to their destination, one way or another!
Perhaps this is what we need to have in mind as we head for the polling station. That,
whichever way we decide to vote and whatever the outcome, what we’ve got to do is
keep on trying! The inefficiencies of democratic government are more often than not
exasperating, but it is within the power of citizens to right most wrongs. And I believe
we are able to do that, because each and every one of us carries within ourselves the
image and likeness of God. Therein lies our common humanity, our corporate
responsibility for each other, our strength for today and our hope for tomorrow. So
whether we end up in or out, we’ve got to keep on trying to make this a better world
for everyone!
June will be very much a time when we at St Peter’s focus our prayers on our civic
duty. In the run-up to Her Majesty the Queen’s 90th Birthday Celebrations on Sunday,
12 we will be asking God to bless all who attend the Parade Service and Tea Party, at
3.00pm that afternoon; particularly the young people in their uniform groups. Then
our thoughts will be turned to praying for our nation as we approach the referendum;
perhaps you might like to join with us in this prayer:

Almighty God,
I am aware that life is full of choices, and this is a big one!

I am conscious of the responsibility placed on me to choose what is best,
not just for myself but for my neighbours and for generations yet to come.
And I am so thankful that I have a choice, unlike so many people around

the world.
Whatever the outcome, may we together become a people

guided by Wisdom and Integrity and motivated by Compassion
and a sense of Justice for all.

Amen.
We hold regular Prayer Meetings, as well as a range of Fellowship and Bible Study
groups. For full details of all that’s going on – and not just in the church building, but
in various places around the village – see our Notice Boards, visit www.stpeters-
hooknorton.org.uk or contact one of us:
Licensed Minister, Janet Collins, 737081; Churchwarden, Mary Powell, 737463

John Acreman, 737223, john.acreman@mybroadbandmail.com
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PILATES IN SIBFORD
Madeleine Wilson M. Sc, Mat & Studio Master Teacher

Offers
Bespoke One to One and Duet sessions

Training on Specialised Pilates Equipment
Reformers, Chairs, Barrels & Cadillac

Small Group Matwork Classes
For all Levels from Beginners to Advanced

Tel: 01295 780279                      Mob: 07905 953300
email:mw1@linuxwaves.com www.pilatesinsibford.co.uk

OUR FAMILY SERVING YOUR FAMILY

Complete Traditional, Contemporary
and Preplanned Funeral Service.

Independent Family Funeral Directors
and Monumental Masons Since 1880

www.humphrisfunerals.co.uk

32 Albert Street, Banbury, OX16 5DG

01295 265424

Jonathan Perry

CHIMNEY SWEEP

Open fires, Inglenooks,
Wood burners, Agas

For a clean, friendly and professional
service please contact me on:

Tel: 07557 058051 (Swalcliffe)
Email: jperrychimneysweep@gmail.com

Guild of Master Chimney
Sweeps qualified

All work certificated for
house insurance purposes
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GIRL GUIDING'S ANNUAL LITTER PICK

On 25 April – a blustery but thankfully dry evening – the Hook Norton Rainbows,
Brownies, Guides and Senior Section gathered at the Memorial Hall for the annual
Cherwell District Council Litter Pick. This year the litter pick coincided with the
nationwide initiative 'Clean for the Queen' and to celebrate her 90th birthday.
There was a great turn out, with over 50 children in uniform, section leaders, Senior
section members and parent helpers collecting litter on different routes around the
village for 1.5 hours.
The Rainbows found there were surprisingly few items of litter on their route –
mainly cigarette butts and small pieces of paper, although as they got closer to the
park some empty soft drink bottles were found under hedges.
The Brownies, Guides and Senior section collected a number of rubbish bags but
again pleasantly little for such a wide area and mainly cigarette butts. They finished
at the Memorial hall for well-earned refreshments, while the Rainbows finished at
the park with a much-welcomed play!
Well done to all the girls and helpers for their enthusiastic litter picking and to Hook
Norton residents for keeping the village relatively litter free and 'Clean for the
Queen.' Jacquie Barnett

ARE YOU RECYCLING EVERYTHING YOU CAN?
A new survey from Recycle Now looked at why people recycle and what areas of the
home we need to get better at recycling in. Many people remember recycling in the
kitchen, but forget in the other rooms. All of the following can be recycled in your
blue bin in Cherwell:
Bathroom: Toothpaste boxes;Toilet roll tubes; Plastic shampoo/conditioner bottles;
Shower gel containers; Liquid soap bottles; Bleach and bathroom cleaners
Bedroom: Empty tissue boxes; Magazines; Empty deodorant/hairspray aerosols
Living room: Envelopes; Newspapers; Cardboard packaging from online shopping
(It takes seven days for a recycled newspaper to come back as newspaper again. You
could be reading your favourite newspaper on recycled paper in no time at all!)
Kitchen Sink! Items often forgotten include: Washing-up liquid bottles; Bleach and
surface cleaner bottles (no trigger top); Washing liquid and conditioner bottles;
Aerosols tins of furniture polish and air fresheners; Empty dishwasher tablet boxes
and kitchen wrap boxes. Andrew Jenkins, Recycling Officer, Cherwell DC
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BAPTIST BANTER
My aunt would always avoid
talking about religion and politics,
as she believed that they both
would cause disagreements. In
some homes, I am sure that is
true and even down the pub you
may get into a heated debate. I
suppose that is why some folk
avoid the subjects. Some
Christians fear talking about their
faith because of all the negative
publicity over recent years about
the church, and in some instances
we, as a Christian family, have
not done the best job in putting across what our faith means to us.
We are appalled by the reported abuses from the past, or when some minister has
run off with the collection or has been found having an affair etc, etc. But the simple
fact is that the church is not full of ‘goody goodies’ but of people who know they need
God’s grace to help make them better people. Unfortunately, going to church isn’t a
miracle cure from bad habits, temptation and all the other things that folk face, but
we, with the help and the grace of God, are trying to overcome them.
Our church fellowship has all kind of folk from a variety of backgrounds, and none of
them are perfect, including me! However, we are a caring and loving bunch, who
accepts each other’s weaknesses, and encourage and support one another as we learn
to live like Jesus more and more. It is a life’s journey which starts when you accept
that we can’t do it on our own and need a gracious and loving God to help you through
it.
I can tell you that God has changed me from the angry, arrogant, selfish person I was
before I knew Him, to a more caring and loving person who puts others before himself.
I am still not perfect but I am learning something each day.
For those who think the church is full of hypocrites, I can tell you it isn’t ... there is
room for more, so please come and join us!
Other news: On 3 April friends from both churches came together to witness the
baptism of Matthew Duval. On 15 May Sarah Swainson brought her baby daughter,
Elizabeth, to be dedicated.
Holiday Club is from 25–28 JULY (NOT August, as mistakenly published last month).
For children aged 6 to 11. This year's theme ‘The Incredible Journey’.
Another BARN DANCE is planned for 16 September
The church will be running an ALPHA Course, starting 5 October.

Pastor Peter Brookes, 730677

TOAST THE QUEEN
There will be a Garden Party at the Memorial Hall on Saturday the 18 June, 2–5.30pm,
to celebrate The Queen’s 90th Birthday (profits to FOHNS). The Brewery will be making
a special, limited-edition beer (for sale on the day and in selected pubs) from a 90
year old recipe, and FOHNS will be providing refreshments. See you there!

Emma Kane
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OATS
INDEPENDENT HEALTH FOOD

& SUPPLEMENTS SHOP
OPEN 9 am - 5 pm, Monday to Saturday

26 HIGH STREET
CHIPPING NORTON

FREE DELIVERIES IN HOOK NORTON,
IF YOU SPEND OVER £10.

PHONE 01608 646556

YOU ARE WELCOME TO COME AND DISCUSS YOUR MINOR
HEALTH ISSUES WITH US - WE MAY BE ABLE TO HELP. IF
WE CAN’T, WE HAVE PROFESSIONAL SUPPORT AVAILABLE

EITHER IN THE SHOP OR BY PHONE.
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HOOK NORTON KESTRELS
The Hook Norton
Kestrels RSPB Wildlife
Explorers’ Group
celebrated its 15th

birthday in May with a
visit to the new RSPB
Nature Reserve at
Middleton Lakes, near
Tamworth (just over an
hour’s drive from Hook
Norton).
We went pond dipping,
finding a Great Diving
Beatle – a voracious
underwater predator –
and Water Scorpions
(no relation to the land
scorpion) which skulk
around in dead
vegetation in the pond,
waiting to pounce upon
their prey.
The reserve has a
bridge over the River
Tame which is perfect
for playing Pooh Sticks.
The Tame (after which
Tamworth is named) is
a tributary of the Trent
– so in a while our
sticks may float from
the Trent out to the
North Sea.
There is an excellent
hide where we watched
mute swans performing
a synchronised swim
and saw the highlight of
the day, an avocet with
its chick.

Tabby Lucas
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NEWS FROM GREAT ROLLRIGHT PRIMARY SCHOOL
As ever the school has been very busy since we returned after the Easter Holidays.
Very shortly after we returned we welcomed a group of teachers and Grade 6 pupils
from Vasa Oviningsskola, in Vasa, West Finland. We have had links with this school
for ten years now and it’s always great to welcome our friends to Oxfordshire. During
their visit we visited Oxford, Stratford and London, as well as spending time in school.
Thirteen children and three staff from Great Rollright travelled to Vasa on 13 May and
enjoyed wonderful hospitality from the Finns in return. They enjoyed being in school
as well as visiting local museums, shopping and exploring the famously beautiful
Kvarken Archipelago.
In April we also enjoyed a very exciting visit from the authors Adam and Charlotte
Guillain. The visit was part of the Chipping Norton Literary Festival, and there was the
opportunity for children to purchase signed copies of Adam and Charlotte’s picture
books. The visit included storytelling, puppetry, song and dance, and lots of audience
participation. Everyone had a thoroughly enjoyable time and learnt lots of new facts
about pirates and dragons!
Children from our school have participated in two festivals organised by Chipping
Norton Secondary School: an Athletics Festival and at a Tag Rugby Tournament. As
ever, we are very proud of their efforts.
All of our children enjoyed learning about the Queen, her role and the history of her
reign. They were encouraged to design a crown for the Great Rollright village
celebration in her honour! Anne Hewett

CEMETERY DAMAGE
Can anyone offer enlightenment to the damage to some of the grave stones in our
cemetery, and to why several are down? The parish council has assured me this is
nothing to do with the mowing contractors. It just seems so out of place for so many
stones to have fallen down or been damaged over the last year and I would like to
find out why. If you have any information please contact me.

Colleen Green, 738358

OFF-ROAD VEHICLES
Off-road vehicles including quad bikes, scooters and small machines that have a
petrol engine like mini-motors and go-peds – which are powered by an electric
motor – are classified as not suitable for use on roads or pavements.
Please be aware that should you use an off-road vehicle on a highway, you will have
your bike seized and it is likely you will be prosecuted for offences under the Road
Traffic Act.
Using your vehicle in an anti-social manner on private land either with or without
permission could lead to you to be dealt with under Section 59 of the Police Reform
Act which could end with your bike being seized from you.
Off-road bikes can only be lawfully ridden on private land with the direct permission
of the landowner or at an organised, supervised off road centre; please bear in
mind that you will probably need off road insurance.
The use of off-road vehicles in the past on the rural area has led to criminal damage
being caused.
There are a number of organised motorcycle groups in the area that would allow
yourself or your child to enjoy using the bikes in a safe and controlled manner.
If you are going to use off-road vehicles protect yourself from accidents and injuries
by wearing full protective clothing at all times and a helmet which fits correctly and
is securely fastened. Sgt Becky Fishwick, Banbury Police, 01295 754541
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Email: mariaduval231@gmail.com
Tel: 01608 730 456

Mobile: 07948 538 614

For help and initial consultation contact
Helga Maria Disney
Psychotherapist & Counsellor

Over 20 years experience in the NHS and private practice. UKCP & MBACP accredited.

Worried? Life Getting Too Much?
Do you need help with any of the following?

• Relationship difficulties
• Divorce / separation
• Bereavement
• Anxiety, stress or depression

• Family issues
• Low self esteem
• Life changes
• Trauma
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LIBRARY NEWS
Tel: 01608 737793

hooknorton.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk

Opening Hours: Monday  2.00pm – 5.00pm
       6.00pm – 7.00pm*

Wednesday 2.00pm – 5.00pm

(*volunteers only)

Friday  2.00pm – 5.00pm
     6.00pm – 7.00pm

Saturday 9.30am – 12.30pm

Our Easter Art workshop was fun and successful.
Sixteen children experimented with art materials,
while their parents and carers were able to relax
in the library – browsing books, using the new
Wi-Fi and chatting. The children painted, drew and glued to create their fabulous
pictures. Their art work has been made into a stunning Spring storyboard that is
currently on display in the library. Huge thanks to Rita Wheatley for all her
wonderful ideas and hard work. Thanks also to Trish and the Duke of Edinburgh
volunteers Harriet Peacock and Zoe Allan who helped at the art workshop.

The 2016 winners of the library Easter egg colouring competition were: Grace
Mariner for the over 6 years category and Charlie Mariner for the under 6. The
judges selected on artistic merit and I can confirm they are not related to the
Mariner family!

Library Events: A Book at Teatime will be back at the library during the summer
months. Check the Library notice board for more details.

If finding time to come to the library to browse and find books is hard for you, did
you know you can also download eBooks and eAudio free from the library website?
You will need to join the library at any library branch or alternatively join on-line at
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/libraries. You can then use your library membership card
in all Oxfordshire County Council libraries and/or you can download eBooks and
eAudio onto your mobile devices from the comfort of your own home. Please call in
at the library if you would like more information. Hook Norton Library also has
Internet connected computers and free Wi-Fi, as well as a Reading Room, which
would be an excellent place for quiet study, especially during this important study
leave period.

Karen Seymour, Hook Norton Community Library Manager

(I am currently reading Exposure by Helen Dunmore)

OPEN GARDENS – ILMINGTON
Under the National Garden Scheme, in aid of Shipston Home Nursing. Saturday 25 &
Sunday 26 June – All day. Nine Ilmington gardens open to the public. For more
information call Martin Taylor, Ilmington Manor, 01608 682230.
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Colour Analysis by Annie Broe

I will show you which colours are best for you.

Wearing the right colours is an easy and effective way to enhance your appearance.

You will instantly look more radiant, younger and healthier

You will feel more confident

Colours are very powerful – use this power to your advantage and look fantastic!

Gift Vouchers available – the perfect present – especially for Mother’s Day

For a personal colour analysis or for more details please call me on
01295 780637 or 07930 398151 or email annie4colourandstyle@gmail.com

JOHN STUBBS GOLF LTD
Tadmarton Heath Golf Club

Wigginton • Nr. Banbury • Oxfordshire • OX15 5HL
Tel: 01608 730047 • Email: johnstubbs26@hotmail.co.uk • Web: www.jsgolf.co.uk

LADIES GROUP COACHING - every Tuesday and Saturday
CHILDREN’S COACHING - every Saturday

INDIVIDUAL COACHING AVAILABLE
GolfMark and

CRB accredited
Fully Stocked Shop

with the latest brands
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We deliver daily newspapers and magazines to the village.

        Any combination of days per week  catered for.

Ring us on 01295 268499 or e-mail
info@smithsnewsagents.co.uk
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HOOKY PET AND HOME CARE

● Pets fed and fussed whilst owners away

Please call

Hilary Wiseman

01608 737374

Sewing for you
Frances Williams

Specialising in
Curtains, blinds & cushion making

& alterations

Tel: 01608 737297   Mobile: 07964 691274
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INCREDIBLE EDIBLE HOOKY
Despite feeling arctic-like throughout April, the new beds
in the Memorial Hall garden, and in the East End, are
germinating and growing nicely. So far we have planted up:
Spanish onions, beetroot, radish, rainbow chard, lettuce,
mustard, rhubarb, strawberries, mint and thyme. By the
time you are reading this, the courgettes, which have been
raised indoors, will have also been planted out. Do keep
your eyes peeled as signs in the beds will tell you what is
ready to pick, and when. Remember – when it is ready, the
food planted up round the village will be FREE for all.
You will also notice a main sign going up next to each set
of beds in the near future; these will tell the story of
Incredible Edible, our principles, aims and areas of focus. I
am delighted that Kate Underwood has brought her considerable artistic talents to
bear and has produced for us some amazing artwork to decorate the signs (see image
above). Finally, a herb bed will also shortly be planted up adjacent to Shearing’s Close
Cottage, beside the footpath that runs from Watery Lane up toward the church. All
the beds are being tended by our wonderful volunteers: Tim Lunel, Gillian Rose, Di
Henderson and Sharon Hewitt-Gray. Huge thanks to them!
With our initial phase
complete, new
elements of the plan
are underway. On 18
May, Incredible Edible
will be supplying the
Cubs with raised tubs,
compost and seeds to
get their own
‘Incredible’ growing
project underway up
at the school.
Alongside this, I am
delighted that we will
now be working closely
with Liz Voce, teacher
at Hook Norton
School. We hope to
work in collaboration
with Liz to help more
of the children get involved with the growing of, and learning about, veg, fruit and
herbs. Our aim is to share ideas and support the school in terms of knowledge and
the provision of resources. We look forward to seeing what is possible.
As ever, if you would like to get involved – and there are numerous ways and
opportunities, from growing, educating, skill sharing, cooking, planning and
communication – please drop me an email; we would love to hear from you.
Finally, big thanks to our sponsors who have helped with grants in the last couple of
months: The Firs Garage, the Co-op, Banbury CAG and Taylor Wimpey. Simply put,
without financial support there would be no Incredible Edible; so we are extremely
grateful to all our generous donors.

Sarah Morris, incredible.edible.hooky@gmail.com
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HOOK NORTON GARDEN CLUB – SPRING SHOW

The Garden Club Spring show was well attended, boosted by people collecting their
free compost from the Low Carbon Group. Although the day started with snow on the
ground, it did improve during the day. The weather had an impact on the numbers of
entries in some categories, however overall adult entries were up from the last Spring
Show.
The children’s entries were slightly down; we would like to encourage children in the
village to enter. An easier way to do this is through the many Clubs within the Village
(School, Brownies, Cubs, Beavers, Rainbows etc.). Schedules for both the Spring and
Autumn shows are available in advance.
The prize winners at the show were:

Sian Arnold

Harry Pargeter Cup Highest Points Gentleman Tim Burchell

Bill Clarke Cup Highest Points Lady Bethan Dennick

Willis Cup Highest Points Child Hazel Ford

Rene Gillett Cup Highest Points for Flower Exhibits Alrys Morris

Floral Art Cup Sue Harris

Redlands Cup Highest Points Homecraft Angel Powell

Joe Bishop Cup Photography Ally Goff

Diploma in Horticulture Collection of any three Vegetables Peter Arnold

People's Choice For a stunning embroidery piece Sian Arnold
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MUSIC @ THE CROSSROADS
Friday 24 June: 7–11pm / Saturday 25 June: 1.30–
11.30pm at Hook Norton Brewery
It is 20 years since Hook Norton first held a music festival as
part of the annual rural fayre. The fayre stopped in 2001, but
the festival has continued to be a family-friendly village music
even since 1997. The Hook Norton Charitable Association run
the festival to raise money for local and national charities, over
£90,000 has been donated and, with your help, we hope to pass
£100k this year!
Music: 14 acts, from acoustic blues to folk and rock; originals and cover acts.
Friday: Acoustic performers Charlie Leavy and Jesse Walton, topped off by dirtyjACkDC
an amazing AC∫DC cover band.
Saturday: Some acts you may not have heard before plus some you will know from
the local scene; original new music and covers. We have musicians travelling for
far-flung regions and some acts making quite an impact on the national scene; you
may see them here first!
Linus and Lucy, Linda Watkins Band, Ged Wilson, The Ravens, The Cold Heart Revue,
The Jolly Rogers, Folklaw, Tess of the Circle, Nova Kicks, The Bronsons and The Norton
Commandos (featuring some local performers for a crowd-pleasin’ finish to the day).
More detail on the website and Facebook.
Drinks: In the beer tent, Hook Norton Brewery will provide a range of their fine real
ales, including the specially brewed M@C Ale, alongside other guest ales. There will
be a Pimms bar, wine and more! NO ALCOHOL or glass bottles to be brought on site,
we will have plenty of drink options available.
Food Fayre: We have a range of food to suit most tastes and pockets. There’s
specialised barbeque from Happy Herefords, stone baked Pizza from JP Pizza, Roy’s
Fish & Chips, Café Razz Coffee, Box Fresh and Mini Melts Ice Cream; maybe some
more! So leave the picnic basket at home and travel light!  NO BBQ’s allowed on site.
Children’s Entertainment: There will be plenty for the children to do, including the
Cherwell DC-organised community games – so well received last year!
Raffles: We thank our generous providers of prizes, including Fairport Convention
Cropredy family ticket; a guitar from One Man Band; Champagne from Pete
Nottingham at Stratford Audi plus many more. Tickets are £1 at the event or the
village shop.  The WI will also be running a fabulous tombola at the event on Saturday.
Tickets: From the website; Village Shop; The Sun; Brewery VC; Jaffe & Neale in
Chipping Norton. Friday: £5. Saturday £10 (11–17: £5; under 11 free).
Camping/Caravans/Motor-homes: Some limited space; apply via the website. Camping
is £5/head.
Important: No alcoholic drinks, glass bottles or cans are permitted on site and no
barbeques. We have an increased choice of drink and food, so we want you to enjoy
the fayre on offer. Also, importantly, the field usually has livestock and we need to
ensure it is free of any glass.
M@C is one of our main annual village events, come and support your village, have
a grand day out and help raise money for the charities supported, including Bloodwise;
Air Ambulance, Fire Fighters Charity and a host of local organisations.
We need volunteers to help make the day a success; this event would not be possible
without them. If you are able to spare even a little time over the weekend to help
steward, set up or clear away, please contact us. All help is much appreciated.
All details on www.hookymusic.co.uk and our Facebook page.

Pete Watkins, Hook Norton Charitable Association, petewatkins4@aol.com
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Member of the Society of Will Writers and The Professional
Association of Legal Services.

Whether you want a Standard Will or a Protective Trust Will, we can help you, in
your own home, at a time to suit you.

Very experienced Estate Planning Consultant resident in Middle Tysoe.
Our central Legal Department is headed by a Trust and Estate Planning expert with

other specialist lawyers available within the Group.
Central operation supported by a local consultant ensures very professional

documentation at prices which are extremely competitive. Complete customer
confidentiality at all times.

Just Wills & Legal Services specialises in Wills, Trust Wills, Lasting Powers of
Attorney, Probate....

For a company brochure/further information contact:
Marcus S Lymbery Aff.SWW
Tel. 01295 680828 Mobile 07775 758972
Email: marc.lymbery@gmail.com
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HOOK NORTON HARRIERS
Hook Norton Harriers are going from strength
to strength. Our numbers have grown over the
past months, and now we have over 60
runners. Our members take part in many
competitions, particularly during these lighter
months with evening and weekend races.
Already this year, our men and women have
completed distances from 5k, 10k, half-
marathon and marathon, all the way through
to a 100 mile ultra-marathon! Two Harriers ran
the London Marathon and one of our ladies is
running the Bucharest Marathon this weekend.
We are delighted that some of our faster runners have picked up prizes recently,
particularly Donna Allen and Hannah Rogan, who took 2nd and 3rd ladies respectively
at the Stratford Half. Well done girls! Equally, it is pleasing to have so many new
members who are really becoming part of the team.
As well as the running element, we do enjoy a very healthy social side too. Any excuse
for a friendly chat over a drink after a run.
Hooky 6: The 31st Annual Hooky 6 is on Sunday 7 August at 10.30am. This is a six
mile course, taking you on an undulating two lap route around Hook Norton, starting
and finishing at HNSSC. OX15 5PB. A goody bag and T-shirt to all finishers. Prizes for
age categories. We are very grateful to our kind sponsors, Hook Norton Brewery and
High Profile Products.
Entry fee: In advance: £10 affiliated, £12 unaffiliated. On the day: £12 affiliated, £14
unaffiliated. Entry online at www.hooknortonharriers.org.uk/races/hooky6.
Paper entry form also available. Contact me or speak to any member of Hook Norton
Harriers.
Fun Run: This one mile children’s race takes place on the playing field at 10.40am.
Entry in advance £2. On the day £3.
If you are interested in joining us please come and see us at HNSSC on Tuesday
evenings at 7pm. You are very welcome.

Sandra Heryet, bags_heryet@hotmail.com



47



48

JUNE VILLAGE DIARY
Monday 10:00 AM Monday Club - Care Group for older people Baptist Hall
Tuesday 9.30 AM Yoga (term time only) Memorial Hall
Tuesday 10:00 AM Font Café St Peters
Tuesday 6.30 PM Pilates/yoga fusion (term time only) Memorial Hall
Tuesday 7.00 PM Hooky Harriers Sports & Social Club
Tuesday 8:00 PM Ladies Social Badminton Memorial Hall
Wednesday 9:00 AM Community Morning - Mums and Tots Primary School
Wednesday 10:30 AM Coffee morning and table games Baptist Church
Wednesday 10:30 AM T’ai Chi classes (term time only) Memorial Hall
Wednesday 3:30 PM Jam Club Primary School
Thursday 10:00 AM Ladies Social Badminton Memorial Hall
Friday 9:15 AM Friday Toddler Group Baptist Hall
Friday 9.30 AM Pilates (term time only) Memorial Hall
Saturday 10:00 AM Font Café St Peters
Sunday 6:30 PM Pilates/Yoga fusion (term time only) Memorial Hall

Date Time Weekday Title Location
08 14:30 Wednesday Reading Group Library
09 09:00 Thursday Rhythm Time Music School Study Centre
09 17:00 Thursday Open Tap Take Over Brewery Visitor Centre
09 19:30 Thursday Hook Norton Craft Night The Sun (Back Room / Function Room)
09 19:30 Thursday Parish Council Meeting Memorial Hall
11 14:00 Saturday "GateFest" (Music Festival) Gate Hangs High
12 14:00 Sunday "GateFest" (Music Festival) Gate Hangs High
12 15:00 Sunday Queen's Birthday Service St Peter's Church
15 10:30 Wednesday Rhymetime Library
15 10:30 Wednesday Village Networks bus visit The Bourne (junction of Old School End)
15 11:30 Wednesday Village Networks bus visit Sibford Road (junction of The Glebe)
15 18:45 Wednesday Garden Club - Evening Visit Sun Inn
18 00:00 Saturday Motorcycle Rally Gate Hangs High
18 10:00 Saturday HNLC Swap Shop Memorial Hall
18 14:00 Saturday Garden Party for Queen's 90th Birthday Memorial hall
21 14:00 Tuesday WI Meeting Baptist Hall
22 14:00 Wednesday Craft & Chatter Library
23 09:00 Thursday EU REFERENDUM - Don't forget to vote
23 09:00 Thursday Rhythm Time Music School Study Centre
24 19:00 Friday Music at the Crossroads (M@C) Brewery Field
25 13:30 Saturday Music at the Crossroads (M@C) Brewery Field
26 08:45 Sunday Garden Club Visit - Wightwick Manor Sun Inn
28 19:00 Tuesday Hook Norton Knitting Group Baptist Hall
30 10:30 Thursday Carry on Learning Baptist Hall
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JULY VILLAGE DIARY
Monday 10:00 AM Monday Club - Care Group for older people Baptist Hall
Tuesday 9.30 AM Yoga (term time only) Memorial Hall
Tuesday 10:00 AM Font Café St Peters
Tuesday 6.30 PM Pilates/yoga fusion (term time only) Memorial Hall
Tuesday 7.00 PM Hooky Harriers Sports & Social Club
Tuesday 8:00 PM Ladies Social Badminton Memorial Hall
Wednesday 9:00 AM Community Morning - Mums and Tots Primary School
Wednesday 10:30 AM Coffee morning and table games Baptist Church
Wednesday 10:30 AM T’ai Chi classes (term time only) Memorial Hall
Wednesday 3:30 PM Jam Club Primary School
Thursday 10:00 AM Ladies Social Badminton Memorial Hall
Friday 9:15 AM Friday Toddler Group Baptist Hall
Friday 9.30 AM Pilates (term time only) Memorial Hall
Saturday 10:00 AM Font Café St Peters
Sunday 6:30 PM Pilates/Yoga fusion (term time only) Memorial Hall

Date Time Weekday Title Location
01 Friday Caravan Owners Club Rally Gate Hangs High
07 09:00 Thursday Rhythm Time Music School Study Centre
07 19:30 Thursday Craft night The Sun Inn (Back Room / Function Room)
09 00:00 Saturday VW Beach Buggy rally Gate Hangs High
13 14:30 Wednesday Reading Group Library
14 17:00 Thursday Open Tap Take Over Brewery Visitor Centre
14 19:30 Thursday Parish Council Meeting Memorial Hall
15 Friday Hook Norton Newsletter - copy date
16 Saturday Honda Motor Cycle Club Gate Hangs High
16 11:00 Saturday Beer Festival
19 14:00 Tuesday WI Meeting Baptist Hall
20 10:30 Wednesday Rhymetime Library
21 Thursday Hook Norton School Summer holidays
21 09:00 Thursday Rhythm Time Music School Study Centre
23 13:00 Saturday Garden Club - Half Day Visit Oxford Botanical Gardens
26 19:00 Tuesday Hook Norton Knitting Group Baptist Hall
27 14:00 Wednesday Craft & Chatter Library
28 10:30 Thursday Carry on Learning Baptist Hall
30 12:00 Saturday Allotment Society Barbecue Allotments
31 Sunday Football Club 6-a-Side
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Christopher’s
Chauffeur and Private Hire Services

HOOK NORTON

We specialise in airport transfers, cruise ports and long distance.

A reliable, discreet service with executive modern vehicles for your
peace of mind. Private and commercial accounts welcome.

Further enquiries call Chris: 01608 737161

Chauffeur.service@btinternet.com

6 & 4 seater vehicles available, endorsed by Cherwell District Council.
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