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Are things getting too much for you
or maybe work commitments don't
you give time?

Sit back and relax, we can come to
your home and do those jobs you
need doing. Your home will sparkle
again.

We do dusting, polishing, cobwebs,
hoovering, floors, bathrooms from
top to bottom, bedrooms, kitchens,
lounges, windows, all areas. General
cleaning and deep cleaning.

Regular in week cleaning - houses,
flat and offices. £12 ph (not less than
three hours).

GRANGE FARM FOODS
Beautiful handmade cakes for weddings, birthdays and

other occasions. Whether you would like comical
characters, exquisite handmade sugar flowers or

chocolate overload call Jane to discuss your dream cake.
Also catering for afternoon teas, canapés and buffets.
Menus created especially for you to suit your taste and

budget.
Contact Jane Abbott on 01608 737313 or by email

jane@grangefarmfoods.co.uk
Grange Farm Foods, Grange Farm, Swerford, OX7 4AX
Please call or visit our website for details www.grangefarmfoods.co.uk



FROM THE EDITORS
I tell my friends that I edit the
newsletter to give something back to
the village community…but I’ll tell you
the truth. The PR industry has
identified the third Monday in January
(tomorrow, as I’m writing) as the most
depressing day of the year –
presumably inviting us to spend
money to cheer ourselves up. No need
on my part; a weekend reviewing the
many contributions to this edition
provide me with the perspective and
resilience I need to withstand some of
life’s darker January moments. I can
wholeheartedly recommend reading
(and, even more so, editing!!) the
newsletter as a source of well-being,
with no unwanted side-effects.
A happy new year to all our readers,
contributors and advertisers.
Thanks to Ali Rodwell for the cover
photo.

David Jones, Editorial Team,
news@hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk
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>>> YOUR NEWSLETTER NEEDS YOU <<<
A very happy change in family circumstances means that Annie has to leave the
newsletter team. The role of managing our advertising is a vital one, and the
newsletter cannot go on being produced if no-one is doing that job.

Please can you help us?
The tasks that have to be done are:
· communicating with existing and new advertisers
· offering common sense advice about the content of the ads
· sending out invoices (once a year, in most cases), and
· handling receipts (also mainly one per year), using a simple computer system
· keeping an eye on our bank account and paying any bills (mainly just printing)
This is not an onerous or time-consuming role and does not require any high-pressure
‘selling’ or previous experience of advertising. You just need to be happy using basic
e-mail, enjoy helping people and be generally quite organised. Annie will fill you in
on all the details. (If you are also interested in helping with editorial or layout, you
would be very welcome to pitch in with that too!).
Being on the Newsletter team is a great way to find out what is going on in Hooky,
to meet new members of the community and have fun while doing your bit for village
life. We are a very informal team and our irregular "meetings" normally take place
in the Sun or the Pear Tree. If you would like the newsletter to continue, please
get in touch (with me or Annie) for a chat to find out a bit more detail.

David Jones, 737748, news@hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk

NEWSLETTER TEAM
Advertising Annie Hollingdale    737196
advertise@hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk
Page Layout John McCormick
Copy Editor David Jones   737748
Distribution Verity Calderan
Proofreading Kerrie McCormick
IT/Web Support Martin Baxter  737391
Directory Diana Barber  737428
bar4ber@gmail.com

ADVERTISING RATES
SIZE MONO COLOUR
Third Page £12.50 £22.50
Half Page £17.50 £32.50
Donations can be posted to or dropped in to :
Hook Norton Newsletter, c/o High Wiend, Brewery
Lane. Hook Norton OX15 5NX or put in our
postbox in the village shop

NEX T ISSUE: APRIL
COPY DATE: SAT 19TH MARCH
The views expressed in the Newsletter are
not necessarily those of the Editorial Team.

Find us on the web at
www.hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk
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HOOK NORTON LOW CARBON (HNLC)
GREAT FEEDBACK – KEEP IT COMING !
You still have a chance to tell HNLC your views on energy and environmental issues
in the village! As a quick reminder, we are a Co-operative and Community Benefit
Society, aiming to improve both the
lives of Hooky residents and our
environment by encouraging low-carbon
living. We are currently running a survey
on our website to find out how we could
be better at helping Hooky residents.
We would like to say a huge thank you
to everyone who has taken the time to
fill in our questionnaire so far; we’ve had
about 80 responses and we have found
out some really interesting things, for
example:
1. More than 1 in 10 surveyed so far

spend more than 10% of their
monthly income on fuel and ener-
gy.

2. 90% of respondents agree that we
should be working with Cherwell
District Council to provide genuinely
affordable, sustainable housing.

3. As a village, we make sure we
switch off lights, and close doors
and put on jumpers before turning
up the heat.

4.   More low temperature washes, leav-
ing chargers switched on and devic-
es left on standby are areas we can
work on.

5. 10% of responses said they live in
households without a car and 73%
of respondents are keen for us to
continue to provide community pool
cars.

This is interesting and useful stuff (and only scratches the surface of what we’ve
been able to find), but we would love more! We are really keen to hear from every-
one, especially those with young children, those over 65, and those who don’t nor-
mally have time to engage with environmental issues. The survey will be open until
the end of February, it only takes about ten minutes to complete and it can be
found at: www.hn-lc.org.uk. Or, if you’d rather fill in a paper copy please ring me.

Ezra Lucas, 737428
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THE RECTOR WRITES
I would like to thank all who came along to St Peter’s and helped make this year’s
celebration of Christmas so special. Numbers were up on last year, which was good
to see, particularly in the light of recent reports in the press of ‘the Church’ being in
‘terminal decline’. But a busy festival must not mask the reality of so many people
today having little or no connection with the Church.
However, it does suggest that while these people may have abandoned church
buildings and even their identity as Christians, they would nonetheless describe
themselves as ‘spiritual but not religious’. People still seem to have a sense of
something greater than themselves; a sense of wanting to give back and belong to
something greater, as shown by the large numbers dedicated to voluntary work and
supporting good causes. But this desire on their part is sadly not being met and
nurtured by the Church.
So perhaps it is not necessarily a bad thing that so many people have moved beyond
our church doors. Maybe, God is using them to reform His beloved Church; to prompt
change, from it being an institutional authority over, and often against, the very people
it is called to serve, to being the visible ‘Body of Christ’ in our world today!
This is our opportunity to reform ourselves and become the Church God wants us to
be. Rather than luring the missing back in to replace the ageing generation, we should
be seeking God’s guidance as to how we can engage with people on their core values
and nurture the relationships they are already having with God.
To that end, we at St Peter’s are trying to listen more to what people are saying, and
to what God is saying. To help our listening, we at St Peter’s have planned Quiet Days
and Quiet Lunch-times during Lent and, after Easter, there will be a focus on Gift
Discovery, led by Don Brewin. Don will be helping us to work out how we, as people
who each have God-given gifts, can effectively serve God in whatever place or situation
we are in. These are open to everyone, so that together we may discern and embrace
where God wants to lead us.
Again this year we will be joining with the local Baptist and Methodist Churches for
three Lent Meetings, to be held in the Baptist Church Hall at 7.30pm. on 17 February,
2 and 16 March. The ‘Imposition of Ashes’ on Ash Wednesday this year will take
place in St Andrew’s Church, Great Rollright at 7.30pm. Details of our Mothering
Sunday and Palm Sunday Services, including arrangements for Holy Week,
Passover Supper, and all our Easter Services, are available on our www.stpeters-
hooknorton.org.uk and on our notice-boards. If you would like further information,
please do not hesitate to contact me or Janet and we will be delighted to help you
and, of course, listen to anything you would like to share.

John Acreman, 737223, rev.acreman@gmail.com
Lay Minister: Janet Collins, 737081 Churchwarden: Mary Powell, 737463

CALLING ALL CAT & DOG LOVERS
I am collecting items for homeless dogs and cats. If you have any of the following to
spare, they would be gratefully received. Every few weeks the donations are distributed
to the most needy animal shelters: old dog leads; collars; blankets; towels; beds;
scratching posts; food; chews; brushes/combs; in-date wormer; flea treatments… or
anything you think would make the life of an unwanted cat or dog a little happier.
If you give me a call I am happy to come and collect from you. Many thanks.

Hilary Wiseman, 737374
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The Art of Drawing!
A new class with a fresh approach to making drawing skills accessible

starting Feb 26th in Great Rollright

For further information contact

Brenda Hayden

01608 738374

mail@brendahayden.com

Telephone 01295 788463 or
email jo@serenityatsibford.co.uk

For all other treatments please visit
www.serenityatsibford.co.uk

Pamper yourself
WITH ANY 3 TREATMENTS FOR JUST

£55

à Back, Neck & Shoulder Massage

à Relaxing Guinot Facial
à Eyebrow Shape and Tint & Eyelash Tint

à File and Polish Fingers

à File and Polish Toes
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WAS THERE EVER?
On the 12 December the centre of Hooky was transformed.
Outside The Sun a Christmas Market sprang up with an
amazing mix of stalls – a perfect display of Christmas gifts
and speciality foods. Despite the weather being less co-
operative than we hoped, there was no shortage of
customers to be tempted.
If the need arose to be warmed – inside and out – there
were two options: nip into The Sun, where Cameron and Louise were on hand, or
cross the road (in safety thanks to splendid volunteer traffic-stewards) into St
Peter’s Church, where tables of delight offered a wonderful variety of home-made
soup, cakes, tea and coffee. It was a real buzz as the helpers served a constant
stream of visitors taking a break from Christmas-tree viewing.

St Peter’s was almost filled by a forest of trees. No less than
thirty-two of our village organisations and businesses had
decorated real or creatively-made trees to denote their chosen
Christmas song or carol. The ingenuity and skills were
fantastic. Our visitors were given the tough task of choosing
their favourite – one created by adults and one by our
youngsters. The Allotment Society and the HN Junior Football
Club were selected.
Tucked in amongst the trees, representatives of the
organisations were on hand to tell visitors what they had to
offer – it proved what an active village Hooky is!
This information was particularly valuable for newcomers from
The Grange and Bourne View; indeed all folk new to the area.

We hope they now feel it is a welcoming place with lots to do for all ages. No
wonder such a fascinatingly creative display continued to attract visitors all through
Christmas right up to Twelfth Night! Music was also a feature of the day. In church,
under the direction of Emma Callery, we were entertained by organ, harp, recorders
and strings – not to mention the hand-bell ringers. Outside
The Sun, Pete Watkins contributed his own wonderful music
and song and led us in traditional carolling around the
village Christmas tree.
To cap it all, Father Christmas put in an appearance – to the
delight of the children who visited his grotto. All this was
planned to be a social ‘getting-to-know-you’ event but,
thanks to the generosity of visitors and volunteers, the day

ended with a most
generous surplus of
over £2,000. This was
divided between
supporting young
Oscar; Playgroup;
Lawrence Home Nursing Team and St Peter’s
Church. WHAT A DAY!

Finally, it will be obvious that all this took an enormous amount of organising,
setting up, running and – not least – clearing up by the next morning. There are
just too many names to mention but our thanks to everyone – helpers, providers
and supporters. It makes us proud to be a Hooky resident.
WHAT A VILLAGE! John Wheatley
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Estate Agents and Surveyors

32A High Street, Banbury, OX16 5ER
Tel: 01295 263505

12 New Street, Chipping Norton, OX7 5LJ
Tel: 01608 642111

SELLING, BUYING OR LETTING A PROPERTY IN HOOKY?
WE HAVE THE EXPERTISE AND EXPERIENCE TO HELP!

ü Experienced local staff with a partner living in the village.
ü Offices in both Banbury and Chipping Norton.
ü Advertising in both the Oxford Times and Banbury Guardian.
ü Colour listing on major internet sites including rightmove.co.uk and

propertyfinder.com
ü Specialist Letting and Management service.
ü Professional valuations and surveys by our own Chartered Surveyor.
ü Particularly attractive terms for Hooky residents.
Whatever your property needs in the village or surrounding area,

call Keith Woolley 01295 263505 or David Hawley 01608 642111
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STAGE, GALLERY AND CONCERT HALL
This has been a very good Pantomime season – Chippy Theatre’s reviews in the
national press were four-star: well done. I’m sure the Hooky Players production ‘Dick
Whittington’ will match that!
But plays are the thing, and the RSC is planning a free exhibition from 19 March to
mark Shakespeare’s 400th Anniversary. This will explore some of the Bard’s famous
words through visual artworks, compositions and soundscapes, with the help of some
leading actors. In addition, six acclaimed RSC productions will be shown at local
Picturehouse cinemas in one week in April.
More imminently, two contrasting plays are being performed at The Swan: from 25
February, Don Quixote travels his knightly way whilst, from 4 February, Dr Faustus
sells his soul to the devil with awful consequences! Also in February – at the Everyman
Cheltenham – there is a revival of one of Harold Pinter’s great plays, ‘The Birthday
Party’; this is the choice of Hooky Lit so it must be good! It runs from Feb 17 to 20.
A visit to London and the National Theatre’s Lyttelton: worth it to see Harley
Granville-Barker’s ‘Waste’. First staged in 1936, this is vintage drama about power in
action, and is as relevant as ever – runs to 19 March.
Advance notice for April of another Chippy Theatre production – this time the enjoyable
‘Stones in his Pockets’. A humorous tale of ‘Hollywood’ coming to look for the ‘real’
Ireland, it has proved a great favourite.
The Galleries begin the year on a high; on 30 January, the Royal Academy make
everything in the garden lovely with ‘Painting the Modern Garden: Monet to Matisse’.
Already seen and recommended is the Queen’s Gallery and ‘Masters of the Everyday:
Dutch Artists in the Age of Vermeer’; this was a sheer delight – but hurry – closes 14
February. It was a great day because we also visited Tate Britain, and I found ‘Artist
and Empire’ equally enthralling as it displayed art associated with the British Empire
from the 16th century to the present day. It asks, but makes no comment, how we
view works created in a very different time. This is relevant as the argument rages in
Oxford over the Cecil Rhodes’ statue! Where does it end? The exhibition closes 10
April.
Birmingham Museum & Art Gallery, until 21 February, displays work of a neglected
Pre-Raphaelite artist: ‘Enchanted Dreams: The Pre-Raphaelite Art of E R Hughes’.
Whilst in the Second City, go to Symphony Hall on 10 February at 2.15pm to listen
to Rudolf Buchbinder bring a lifetime of insight to bear on some of the greatest music
ever written for piano and orchestra – Beethoven’s 2, 3 & 4 Piano Concertos.
But then, if we have different ideas, what about 25 February at 7.30pm, when the
young Benjamin Grosvenor, with the CBSO, plays Grieg’s fabulous Piano Concerto?
It is at the heart of a concert that begins with Elgar’s ‘Falstaff’ (remember the 400th

Anniversary!) and ends with the romantic sunset of Brahms’s ardent Third Symphony.
Moving to Oxford’s Sheldonian, on 18 March, Bob Chilcott is producing the world
premiere of a unique and beautiful choral work, ‘The Voyage’. This takes us on a
journey through life and loneliness and links with an Age UK project. I have never
been disappointed of this popular composer’s music, so it should be a great evening.
As ever it is a pleasure to sign off with a Banbury Symphony Orchestra Concert. On
19 March the BSO are at Deddington Parish Church, and will perform Mendelssohn
(Ruy Blas Overture); Brahms (Violin Concerto) and Borodin (Symphony No2). What
did the Bard say about music?

John Wheatley
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We are Schwarzkopf of London trained
stylists, providing professional
hairdressing for both men and women
in a professional, friendly environment.
We specialise in cutting, colouring and
bridal hair.
Thank you in advance, Sandra
Please drop in to make an appointment or
Late night opening Tuesday until 8pm,early closing  2pm
Thursday's and 5 pm rest of working week.
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NEWS FROM THE HOOK NORTON
TENNIS CLUB
Results of the Banbury league matches so far

In the Floodlit League – our A team is currently 3rd in Div. 1;
the B team is 2nd in Div. 2; the C team is 6th in Div. 4.
Coaching
6 weekly courses (Monday to Friday) from February to Easter.

Tots coaching courses: £17.50/child (7 weeks); Mini Red/Orange/Green/Junior: £35.00
per child (7 weeks). Additional £10.00/term or £20.00/year junior membership fee.
Discounts available for two or more children from one family.
We ask all junior tennis players to become members of the club – we now have 60
junior members. The joining fee has now been reduced to £20.
Other News
We continue to try to get the faulty floodlight to work. A new bulb was purchased
and a cherry picker hired, but when we replaced the bulb, the floodlight still did not
work. Back to the drawing board!
Improved MUGA
As I write this, the Multi-Use Games Area is having
new surrounds and new goal areas constructed –
financed (via Cherwell District Council) by one of the
new housing developments in the village, and
organised by Junior Football.
Cardio Tennis
Sessions are held Wednesday evenings between 7 and
8 pm.
Contact Marc Gilkes for Coaching/Cardio Tennis details: 01295 265085 / 07930
406015 / marcgilkes@fsmail.net. To play in a team or for more information contact
Sue Glasson, 730880, merrymoons1@aol.com, or see:
www.hooknortonsportsandsocialclub.co.uk or www.hook-norton.org.uk

Elaine Priestley

Day Time Age Session Price/session
Tuesday 10.00–11.30am 18+ Adult Ladies 1 £7.50
Tuesday 4.30–5.00pm 3–5 Tots 1 £2.50
Tuesday 5.00–6.00pm 5–8 Mini Tennis Red 1 £5.00
Tuesday 6.00–7.00pm 18+ Adult Improvers 1 £5.00
Wednesday 6.00–7.00pm 11+ Junior Squad 1 £5.00
Wednesday 7.00–8.00pm 18+ Cardio Tennis 1 £3.00
Thursday 4.15–5.15pm 8–9 Mini Tennis Orange 1 £5.00
Friday 4.00–5.00pm 11+ Mini Tennis/Junior Club Night Free for members
Friday 5.00–6.00pm 11+ Junior 1 £5.00
Friday 6.00–7.00pm 11+ Junior 2 £5.00
Saturday 9.00–9.30am 3–5 Tots 2 £2.50
Saturday 9.30–10.30am 5–8 Mini Tennis Red 2 £5.00
Saturday 10.30–11.30am 8–9 Mini Tennis Orange 2 £5.00
Saturday 11.45am–12.45pm 10+ Mini Tennis Green 1 / Junior 3 £5.00
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We deliver daily newspapers and magazines to the village.

        Any combination of days per week  catered for.

Ring us on 01295 268499 or e-mail
info@smithsnewsagents.co.uk
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HOOK NORTON CRICKET CLUB
Cricket is coming again. We’re a friendly club, offering the chance to play regular or
occasional cricket in your own village, with excellent facilities at the Sports and Social
Club. It’s a great way to meet people, especially if you’re new to the village – some
of our players have played for the club for many years; some have only just joined.
For the 2016 season we will have two Saturday league teams – in Division 5 and
Division 9 of the Oxfordshire Cricket Association – and some friendly Sunday fixtures.
The junior section will have teams playing at Under 11, 13 and 15 in the school term,
with weekly mid-week coaching for all juniors including the ‘minis’. The junior section
is for girls and boys and offers young players the chance to develop skills with their
friends (and to make new ones) but above all to enjoy themselves.
Whilst selection for the Saturday 1st XI is based upon ability/merit, the Saturday 2nd

XI team selection policy provides opportunities for some of our more mature members,
those not able to challenge for a 1st XI place and, especially, to give our better junior
cricketers their start in adult league cricket. This is essential to help them progress
to age group District and County level – and of course to play in our 1st XI when ready.
Last year two junior players succeeded in becoming regular 1st team players.
Division 9 league matches and the Sunday friendly fixtures will provide a great
opportunity for keen youngsters to cut their teeth under the guidance of some of the
club’s senior players. The policy for the younger members is actual participation in
the matches and not to just ‘come along and field’.
OCA rules permit juniors [if they are good enough] from Under 13 to play in adult
games [or earlier if they already play District or County at age group].
Hook Norton Cricket Club now also has a growing reputation for their post-match BBQs
(with locally sourced produce!) after every home game. Parents, partners, children
and friends are all welcome to join us to enjoy post-match food, drink and an occasional
sight of the sun.
The 2016 season will also see the club unveiling four new sightscreens and an
electronic scoreboard.
Indoor Nets for seniors and older juniors are every Saturday at the Warriner School,
from 27 February to 19 March and (after a break for Easter) 9 April to 16 April inclusive.
Outdoor Nets will follow on at the Club, starting in late April.
For more information, please go to the Hook Norton Cricket Club website or talk to
Rob Webb [seniors] on 07932 146641 or Grant Haldane [juniors] on 738328.

Clive Plant

HOOK NORTON WI
Martin Hannant came to visit us at our November meeting and had everyone in
pantomime mode at the end of his talk. He has played the part of Pantomime Dame
lots of times at different venues, including Chipping Norton Theatre, and showed us
several of his costumes. He told us that when Pantomime Dames first appeared on
stage as men in the 19th century they were played by many famous people including
Dan Leno, George Robey, Jack Tripp and many more. In recent times Norman Wisdom,
Les Dawson and Danny La Rue played the part. Martin explained and then showed us
how audience participation was important, by getting us to sing along with him. It
was a very entertaining meeting.
In December we had a festive afternoon tea, and were entertained by the children
playing carols on their recorders.

Doreen McLaughlin
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www.firs-garage.com
Family business established 1960

Tel: 01608 737349 / 737641 Hook Norton, OX15 5DD

All-new Mitsubishi L200 Series 5
Best in class across the board
Call Firs sales to book a test drive

Extensive range of new
and used cars & 4x4’s:
economical & low road tax
Part exchange welcome
Service
MOT Parts
Bodyshop
Fuel Shop

Horse Riding in Hook Norton
Turpins Lodge Riding School,

Turpins Lodge,
Tadmarton Heath Road, Hook Norton

Telephone 01608 737033
See our web site for more information

www.turpinslodge.co.uk

Association of British Riding Schools Approved, Council Licensed
● Indoor and outdoor schools, so whatever the weather come and ride!
● Horses and ponies of all shapes and sizes
● Lessons Saturday, Sunday and after school
● Reduced rates 10:30 - 3:30 Tuesday to Friday
● School holidays ‘own a pony days’ and more …
● Gift vouchers available. Ideal for Christmas!
 (can be bought over the phone)

 Wherever you ride please ensure they have a council licence
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WHAT THE PAPERS SAY

Hill valley telegraph
September 17 2016

BRITISH VILLAGE GOES BACK TO THE FUTURE
Intelligence sources claim that Hook Norton,
a sleepy village in Oxfordshire, is set to
travel in time and space to Hill View in
1885, 1955 and 1985. An anonymous
government spokesman said ‘It seems that
Dr Emmet Brown has been seen in his
DeLorean and there are concerns that Hook
Norton will experience the same trauma
that Hill View did in 1985’.
Mr Marty McFly, a long-time associate of Dr
Brown, said ‘Anyone wishing to go back to
the future should make sure that they
remain free on September 17 2016’.
Rumours abound, but this is what we know
so far:
From 3pm on September 17 2016, the
village centre will travel through time and space
to become 1985 and 1955. You’ll be able to cross
between the decades, swapping your quiff for
your Frankie Says Relax t-shirt.
Some of the highlights will be an American diner
with live rock-n-roll, jiving, new wave and moon
walking. There will be a Vintage Market in the
church and an American State Fair with plenty to
occupy everyone. The Pear Tree will mark the
beginning of 1885, with plenty of wild-west
activities. Back to the Future, the movie, will be
shown on a giant outdoor screen at 7.30pm.
Hook Norton hopes to welcome visitors from all
over Oxfordshire and will raise money for lots of
local groups.
We are looking for project managers, scene
setters, chefs, painters, dancers, singers,
logistical geniuses, classic car owners, Raleigh
chopper enthusiasts, history experts, vintage
clothing freaks and publicists.
Anyone wishing to get involved should contact
Friends of Hook Norton School at
fohnschool@gmail.com or me:
Vanessa Porter, Future Correspondent, 737497
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FRIENDS OF HOOK NORTON COMMUNITY LIBRARY
The Friends of the Library Trustees are very grateful to all those who
support us through their membership. We couldn’t manage without
you.
We should also like to thank the following for their generous
donations:
· Hook Norton Beer Festival for £500, which is being used to

support drama and other activities in the Library.
· The Heath Allotment Trust for £500, some of which has already

been put to good use to purchase additional adult fiction. This
is particularly welcome at a time when OCC are cutting their Library Book Fund.

· Taylor Wimpey for £323 which will go towards the purchase of an iPad. This will
be available for the use of Library members once the wifi is installed.

These days it seems that the Library is always busy – a sign of how successfully it is
being run by Karen, our Library Manager, and her able team of volunteers. Library
users will be pleased to know that wifi is coming soon to Hook Norton Library; by
March it should be up and running.
Recent successful events in the run up to Christmas included Book at Teatime, when
Dave Goodwin read a very poignant short story by Daphne du Maurier, and a Peter
Pan drama workshop for children, organised by Gre Nielsen.
If you haven’t visited the Library recently, do go along soon and find out more about
what’s happening there. You might be surprised to see how much there is on offer.

Sue Ditchfield, FOHNCL Secretary

ST PETER’S CHURCH 200 CLUB - WINNERS
The results of the St Peter’s church 200 club draws for the last four months are:
September: £100: J Milne / £25: J Wilkowski / £25: S Ferguson
October:  £100: J Rust / £25: S Smith / £25: G Taylor
November: £100: K McCall-McGowan / £25: J Milne / £25: J Leader
December:  £250: A Clark / £100: C Hopkins / £50: J Irvine / £50: P Basset

Mark Taylor, 730089

WANTED - GARAGE TO RENT

New arrival to village needs to park
a MGB Sports car for occasional use.

Call Lee Jackson 01993 831967
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CHANGES AT THE VILLAGE SHOP
What has been happening at your local village shop?
Some customers may have been wondering why there have been skips coming and
going during October. We have been carrying out works behind the scenes, building
a new stock room; hopefully this will be nearly completed by the time you read
this. The new stock room will enable us not only to hold more stock - ensuring are
shelves are fuller - but also no large stock piles will be in the store enabling cus-
tomers to move a little more freely around the store, we will also look at improving
the range we offer to you. Our apologies to our neighbours for the mess, disruption
and noise during the work.
As I am sure that most of the village is now aware, we will now be incorporating
the Post Office Local Counter within our store; we and the Post Office are now look-
ing forward to opening the service in March.
The Post Office have opened a consultation on the relocation, which will close on
17th February; further information can be found at www.postofficeviews.co.uk and
quoting branch code 286137.
At the time of writing this article, Joe will be the postmaster and will have complet-
ed his training. Our staff are also undertaking training in preparation for the open-
ing. The exact date will be notified within store nearer the time. The Post Office
counter will be open the same hours as the store opening hours and will offer the
same range of services as you have been used to before.
We are now planning with the Post Office, Nisa and our shopfitters the work re-
quired in order to get the service up and running whilst trying to minimise impact
to our customers, we will also be carrying out some improvements in store at the
same time.
Part of the integration of the Post Office will be completely moving around our en-
trance and counter areas, with a completely new counter being installed and mak-
ing improvements for not only the customer but our staff too - who we have to say
are really positive about the Post Office being installed, the new counter, stockroom
and everything else that will be going on here, ultimately we hope you will too!
With this in mind, we will be causing some disruption to the customer shopping
environment, which unfortunately we cannot avoid. There may also be once or
twice where we may have to close for short periods of a few hours to complete
works, for the safety of you and our staff; we will communicate this at our earliest
convenience and we apologise for this in advance!
When the Post Office is open and we've settled down a bit we will be monitoring
our staffing levels and customer service to see where we can improve things, not
just on the Post Office,but, importantly, the store too. We would ask you in advance
to have patience with us whilst we undertake a change to way we are going to
work, we are sure it will be worth it in the end!

The Village Shop
High Street, Hook Norton, Oxon

Tel 01608 737245
email enquiries@villageshophooky.co.uk

Open Monday to Saturday 8am – 8pm, Sundays 9am – 6pm
Tom, Gloria, Tom and all the crew at the shop
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HAPPY NEW YEAR
In recent copies of the newsletter, many people have mentioned thanks for various
happenings in the village. Sadly, this is not one such happy note.
For the past 45 years I have usually celebrated New Year's Eve either at the Sun Inn
or in the ‘Square’ there, singing and listening to the church bells, and usually had a
really happy time. This year was different in that loud firework bangers were being
let off in the midst of the crowd and, most unfortunately, one firework hit my sister’s
leg and then rebounded onto my legs, each of us receiving burns. We then returned
home hurt and disappointed. I just thought it worth letting folk in the village know
about this and hope that, generally, they would agree with me what a truly dangerous
action it is to throw fireworks in this way. I wonder what satisfaction the culprit or
culprits received from such silly actions. On our way home we sighted a colourful array
of fireworks being let off – obviously safely – from a good distance away, and took
much pleasure in watching them. I personally love to see the wonderful colours of
fireworks but obviously they do need to be under good control. Happy New Year!

Paula Clarke

LOCAL HISTORY GROUP
Hooky resident, Eric Milne was our January speaker. Eric is a retired fingerprint expert
who was employed by the Home Office. He stressed that such experts are Home Office
employees rather than being policemen. The talk traced the history of fingerprinting,
and how the techniques have evolved to bring the art into the 21st century. All in all
it was an excellent talk which was well received.
This month, on 2 February, Tony Hadland makes a welcome return to talk about
Thomas Vachell, another of his distant ancestors. Thomas became the most fined man
in Oxfordshire, whose wealth was seized in a government raid. He also fell out with
his wife! On 1 March John Hunt will be our speaker; John will be talking about Oliver
Cromwell and his family.
As usual meetings are held in the Baptist Church Hall on Netting Street and start at
7.30pm; for further details about the group please contact me.

David McGill, 737103, scotlandend@btinternet.com

LADIES BADMINTON
Ladies social badminton in the Memorial Hall:

Tuesday evenings: 8.00 – 9.30pm
Thursday mornings: 10.00am – 12.00 midday

(Not Christmas, New Year or Pantomime weeks)
Please join us or just come for a look to see if it's for you. First session free!

Contact Vicky on 737985

SHIPSTON HOME NURSING
“Empty Bowls” – back for the 2nd year. Sat. 20 February, noon–4pm, at the Straw
Kitchen, Whichford Pottery. Come and enjoy a winter warming bowl of homemade
soup and artisan bread in the cosy kitchen, view an exhibition in the Octagon and go
home with a beautiful new bowl, generously donated by the pottery. All profits shared
between Shipston Home Nursing and the Motor Neurone Disease Association. Ticket
Price: £20. Please book in advance by calling Pippa Brook, 077788 45318.
Thank you to all who bought SHN Xmas cards or gifts at our Xmas fair. These raised
£1,504 and £6,893 respectively. Rebecca Mawle, 01608 674929
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A. L. SOLE & SON
Funeral Directors

Bidston Close, Over Norton
Chipping Norton OX7 5PP

A professionally qualified Funeral Director
Providing a dignified and personal service at any hour.
Private Chapels of Rest in a peaceful garden setting.

Tel 01608 644112

Chris Smith
Your local handyman

 No job too small

 Please give me a call!

Phone 737145 or mobile 07703 202922

Mobile Caterers
MARK & TESSA DAVIDSON

Freshly Cooked Fish & Chips in Hook Norton
Friday 4:30 – 8pm at Bell Hill

Also available for any outside events, private parties etc.
Tel: 01295 812811 07875 751366



23

1ST HOOK NORTON GUIDES1ST HOOK NORTON GUIDES
Following on from the last village newsletter, we have been very disappointed not to
have any response to help for the village Guide unit. Please do give consideration to
offering your services to Girlguiding in Hook Norton – lots of great activities and
events to be a part of, and taking on the role of giving the girls in the village an
active Guide Unit at the same time.
Before Christmas, we
were fortunate
enough to have a
very generous
donation from Taylor
Wimpey Homes
towards our
Christmas social
event at The Sun. 19
Guides and 12 Senior
Section girls enjoyed
a very exciting
evening, wearing
their Christmas
jumpers, playing
skittles and enjoying
sausage and chips
with their friends.
The evening was a
perfect way to finish
our term and start
the Christmas
holidays. The nine
new Guides made
their promise and
four members of the
Senior Section were
presented with their
Chief Guides
Challenge Award.
The following
Saturday, the Guides
took part in the
Christmas Tree
Festival in St Peter’s Church. We did a tree called ‘12 Weeks of Guiding’ – making
lots of decorations in the weeks before the event. On the day, the Guides and
Senior Section girls helped to serve the refreshments and clear the tables, which
was a great help for the organisers. It was a great community event and a perfect
opportunity for the girls to give something back to the village of Hook Norton.
We have a fun, packed term arranged for the girls, but would really welcome some
help, particularly at the meetings on a weekly basis. PLEASE, PLEASE give some
thought into offering us some help as we want the unit to keep going. Feel free to
email me if you have any questions you wish to ask.

Julie Wood, juliedwood46@gmail.com
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01295 788845
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SNIPPETS FROM HOOK NORTON PARISH COUNCIL
Your Parish Councillors are:
Emma Kane, Chair Amanda Watkins, Vice-Chair  Allison Hicks
Brian Griggs   Thomas Wright     Nathan Matthews
Charles Henderson Nicholas Casson*  Derek Brotherston*

Danny Duggan*  Kate McCall-McCowan*   (*Co-opted)
Parish Council Vacancies and Co-option: two vacancies have existed in the office
of Parish Councillor for the Parish of Hook Norton since May 2015. Kate McCall-
McCowan, Woodbine Cottage, Bridge Hill, Hook Norton, OX15 5PN and Danny Duggan,
24 Ironstone Hollow, Hook Norton, OX15 5NA recently applied for the posts and at
the January Parish Council meeting, both were co-opted to the Council.
Allotments: The allotment year runs from 1 April to 31 March, with allotment rents
for the year currently being due for payment by 1 October (i.e. 6 months in arrears).
Unfortunately some tenants in 2015 again failed to pay by this date. One or two rents
remain outstanding and are being chased. Some tenants, vacating plots during the
year, failed to pay rent for the period that they had use of the land. As a direct result
of these matters, Councillors unanimously agreed at the December Parish Council
meeting that future allotment rents must be paid by 1 April of each year. Invoices will
be sent out at the beginning of March. If a rent has not been paid after two reminders,
the tenancy agreement will be cancelled and the plot offered to the next person on
the waiting list. Councillors also agreed that there will be no refund of rent if plots are
vacated half-way through the allotment year.
Allotment Rents 2017-18: at the Jan. 2016 meeting Councillors agreed that rents
will remain at £22/£14 pa for a full/half plot. If you would like to go on the allotment
waiting list, please contact me, giving your name, address and telephone number.
Cemetery: The Parish Council is seeking more volunteers to join the ‘Friends of Hook
Norton Cemetery’ group to assist with general tidying and maintenance of the
cemetery. Please contact Councillor Allison Hicks, allisonjphicks@gmail.com. Residents
are politely asked not to put flower wrappings, plastic or oasis in the cemetery compost
bin. Please use the green wheelie bins provided.
Spring Bulbs: Volunteers have planted 5,000+ spring bulbs in the cemetery.
Councillors have thanked the residents who donated the bulbs and also the volunteers
who have tirelessly planted them.
Hook Norton War Memorial Hall: the windows and fire doors in the hall will be
replaced with double glazed units during week commencing 1 February.
Community Garden: the Parish Council has provided a space and water butt in the
Memorial Hall Gardens for a community vegetable garden. This will be run in the first
instance by Sarah Morris and other volunteers. Sara Morris is identifying other areas
in the village for cultivation.
Heath Allotment Trustees: two trustees have resigned and one person has re-joined
the trust. With effect from the February 2016 meeting, the trustees will be: Pauline
Walters (Chair), Ray Jelf (Secretary), Clive Timms, Don Ratcliffe and Derek Brotherston.
Planning details can be found in the Parish Council Minutes on the website, or on
Cherwell District Council’s planning portal. Cherwell District Council has confirmed
that it is to challenge the decision of The Secretary of State to uphold Gladman
Development’s appeal to build 54 houses in Sibford Road, in direct contravention of
Hook Norton’s recently adopted Neighbourhood Plan.
Post Office: see separate article in this newsletter

Rosemary Watts, Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer to Hook Norton PC,
rwattshooknortonpc@hotmail.co.uk
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HOOK NORTON
GARDEN CLUB

A PULL-OUT GUIDE FOR HANDY REFERENCE

Calendar 2016

FOR DETAILS OR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:

CHAIRMAN: Peter Arnold
Tel: 01608 730263

PROGRAMME SECRETARY: Malcolm Black
Tel: 01608 730668

Committee:
Peter Arnold, Sian Arnold, Malcolm Black, Dorothy Cantrell,

Carol Cooke, Bethan Dennick, Ally Goff, Brian Griggs,
Elaine Griggs, Alrys Morris, Jane Newton, Frances Price, Nick

Price, Sandy Shirt



PROGRAMME

Wed 17�� Feb Spetchley Park & Gardens
Tony Clear

Wed 16�� Mar How to prepare your exhibits for a Show
Roger Umpelby

Wed 13�� April Entry night for Spring Show
 7.00–8.00pm, Memorial Hall
Sat 16�� April Spring Show – Hook Norton School

Open to the public – 2.30pm
Wed 20�� April Gardening in containers and raised beds

Richard Baldwin
Wed 18�� May Herbaceous Plants from H to Z

Janet Cropley
Plant and seed exchange

Wed 15�� June Crooked Cottage, East End, HN
      Leave Sun Inn at 6.45pm
Sun 26�� June Day visit: Wightwick Manor

Meet 9.00am – The Sun
Sat 23�� July Oxford Botanical Gardens
      Half-day visit. Meet @ 1.00pm at the Gardens
Wed 7�� Sept Entry night for Autumn Show

7.00–8.00pm, Memorial Hall
Sat 10�� Sept Autumn Show – St Peter’s Church
 Open to the public – 2.30pm
Wed 19�� Oct Winter colour & other interests in the garden

Duncan Coombs
Wed 16�� Nov AGM followed by Members’ evening with wine,

cheese and mince pies & members’ photos



All meetings are held on the third Wednesday of the month in
the Memorial Hall starting at 7.30pm. Meetings are open to
anyone who wishes to attend, and there is an admission charge
of £3 for non-members and guests. Tea/coffee and biscuits are
provided free, and there is usually a raffle.

Arrangements for visits: Meet outside the Sun Inn, at the times
stated. Evening visits will be by car, sharing wherever possible.
The all day visit to Wightwick Manor will be by coach.

Spring & Autumn Show photographic subjects 2016

Spring
Adults:  Storm, Stile, Tudor Building and Rocks
Children: A pet

Autumn
Adults: Friends, Something Blue

4 photos on a mount = Windows
Children:  An interesting Tree

Annual Membership renewal
You can renew your membership at any meeting or by post to
Sian Arnold, Brick Hill Cottage, Hook Norton OX15 5QA. Tel:
01608 730263

Cost of renewal is:-
Family: £12.00, 2 adults and children
Single: £6.00.
Children’s membership: £1.00
(Cheque payable to Hook Norton Garden Club)



For 2016, we have four evening meetings, from February to
May, and evening visit in June.

There is an all-day visit in June to Wightwick Manor, and a
half-day visit in July to Oxford Botanical Gardens. We finish the
year with an evening meeting in October, and the AGM in No-
vember. The popular seed and plant exchange is in May. As
always, we welcome new and current members and their
guests, for all our events.

Membership fees – which are due at the start of the year –
represent great value for money. Club membership gives mem-
bers discounts at Applegarth, Yarnton and Batsford Garden Cen-
tres – just take your membership card along with you.

The Spring show will be held in the Hook Norton School, and the
Autumn show will be held in St Peter’s Church. We look forward
to seeing many exhibits from both old and new members.

Remember that you can pull out this calendar and display it
somewhere handy, so that you will be reminded when each
meeting is taking place and it will enable you to see what the
Garden Club is doing this year.

Finally, best wishes for Good Gardening in 2016

Suggestions for future meetings and visits always welcome.
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INCREDIBLE EDIBLE HOOKY
Just after New Year, I popped into the Co-op in Chipping Norton.
Instead of the usual bountiful supply of fresh fruit and veg, the
shelves were decidedly sparse, with temporary notices indicating
that ‘due to supplier difficulties’ stocks were running low. I couldn’t
help but wonder if the ‘supplier difficulties’ were due to the
extensive floods which had blighted northern England over the previous weeks. I don’t
know, but it made me think again about how susceptible we all are these days to any
issues arising in the wider system, and how our dependence upon supermarkets carries
increasing risk, particularly with the ever growing concern over the environment. It
made my thoughts turn again to the importance of local food for local people.
So, as the unusual warmth of December and all its festivities come to an end, we at
Incredible Edible have been gearing up for the advent of spring and the forthcoming
planting season. It is all systems go! Our main, current priority is to get together
materials to build the planned raised beds. There is still much to do, but we would
like to extend a very grateful ‘thank you’ to Nathan Matthews of Banbury Plant Hire
who, as our first sponsor, has kindly donated a water butt for the Memorial Garden
to assist with the watering of the beds, as well as wood for us to build them. It’s a
great start. We are still on the lookout for the following:

· Unwanted topsoil and compost
· Seeds and edible plants for planting
· Additional volunteers to join the team and assist in tending the beds
· Financial support for those odds and ends, tools etc. that are all necessary

for effective growing and harvesting.
Please do contact us via the email below if you think you can help.
On another note, thanks to the generous goodwill of The Allotment Association and
Bethan Dennick, we now have a quarter of an allotment plot to start planting up for
the benefit of the village. This part of the project will be led by Bethan herself and
Tim Lunel. They are currently looking for volunteers who would like to assist in getting
the village allotment up and running. As with any part of the Incredible Edible project,
it doesn’t matter how much time you have to spare, or what expertise you do or don’t
have, you are welcome. Remember that food grown through Incredible Edible Hooky
will be organic, fresh and freely available to anyone who lives in the village. However,
because the allotment is part of a wider association, before you can access it, you will
need to have a short induction from Tim or Bethan so that you are aware of the rules
of The Allotment Association, thereby ensuring that this initiative works for everyone.
Please contact Tim Lunel on timlunel@gmail.com if you would like to be involved with,
and make use of, the Incredible Edible Hooky allotment going forward.
Finally, I popped into Taylor Wimpey last week to try and develop some kind of
collaboration with them over the planting of a more edible landscape in communal
areas at Bourne View. A letter outlining the Incredible Edible Hooky project, and our
request, has gone into head office. I’ll keep you posted on progress. Of course, if you
live on Bourne View and would like to get involved, please do get in touch.
As the year progresses, our hope is to hold workshops and events to celebrate the
best of local food. Again, if you have any requests for workshops around the growing,
harvesting or cooking of food, let us know.
Incredible Edible Hooky aims to foster a strong, sustainable and resilient community.
By providing food locally, we also aim to reduce our carbon footprint. There’s a long
way to go, but you know what they say, ‘How do you climb a mountain?’; Answer:
‘One step at a time!’

Sarah Morris, 737642, morris_sarah@btconnect.com
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DRESSMAKER
Custom made clothing and projects to order with attention to detail including silk

bridalwear

Alterations and repairs - from remodelling wedding dresses, to shortening coat sleeves, to
jeans hems and hand sewing on badges

KATIE BICKERTON
Consultations by appointment – Hook Norton – 07870 265762

PILATES IN SIBFORD
Madeleine Wilson M. Sc, Mat & Studio Master Teacher

Offers
Bespoke One to One and Duet sessions

Training on Specialised Pilates Equipment
Reformers, Chairs, Barrels & Cadillac

Small Group Matwork Classes
For all Levels from Beginners to Advanced

Tel: 01295 780279                      Mob: 07905 953300
email:mw1@linuxwaves.com www.pilatesinsibford.co.uk
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WILDLIFE NOTES
This editions notes concern an unusual sighting in Hook Norton:
‘On the morning of 22 December, our neighbour in
Rope Way, Rex Cleaver, came to us to say he had
found an injured bird on the road between our drives
along Rope Way. He didn't know what it was, but
knew that my dad and I are keen birdwatchers and
thought we might know. What he had found was a
Little Auk! These are migratory seabirds that should
be well out at sea at this time of year, but we think
this one had been blown in on some of the storms
around that time.
We took the bird to Chipping Norton Vets, but unfortunately it had a broken wing and
was very weak, and it passed away before they could give it any treatment.
We alerted the Oxfordshire County Recorder who said that this has happened before
in Oxfordshire, but around 10 or 12 years ago – so quite a find!
It was a privilege to see such a wonderful and rare bird, but we were very sad that
we couldn't get it back to where it belonged.’ – Theresa and Chris Morley

David McGill, 737103, scotlandend@btinternet.com

ENSTONE YOUNG FARMERS
It’s a new year, and Enstone Young
Farmers have plenty to look forward to. We
finished 2015 with charity carol singing and
enjoying several Christmas drinks, and
began 2016 with speed dating for those
who weren’t so fortunate under the
mistletoe.
Each week our group of 16–26 year-olds
have something different going on, and we
are welcoming newcomers. Young Farmers
provides a fantastic opportunity to
meet loads of like-minded people with
rural interests. We have a huge variety
of activities coming up, including estate
walks, visits to a hatchery and a
brewery, dairy talks, sports
competitions, stock judging, and many
more. Lots of fun is also had preparing
for our annual county show.
Charity is important to us and
fundraising plays a vital part. We host
a range of events throughout the year such as parties, balls, and quizzes.
Recently the club has been delighted to welcome along several new faces. They keep
coming back, and say it is great to regularly meet with a group of young people in
the countryside out to have fun. We can’t wait to get them up to Blackpool for the
National AGM! If you are interested in coming along to Enstone Young Farmers please
contact me. Usually we meet every Tuesday.
Remember, you don’t have to be a farmer to be a Young Farmer!!

Kerry Kuznik, 07810 018763, kerrykuznik@hotmail.co.uk
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LOCAL INSTALLER - FREE DELIVERY
Advanced technology heating
Simply plug in and go system
No pipework or plumbing
Programmable controlled output

t. 07968 396169 e. nick@heat-genie.co.uk
www.heat-genie.co.uk

Beaumont Energy

HOME COMPUTER ASSISTANCE

Would you like to make better use of your PC?

Upgrades
Repairs

Internet Connections
Email Configuration
“In-Home” Advice

01608 730989 (24 hour answerphone)
Email: hcassist@dial.pipex.com

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO HELP PARENTS IN YOUR AREA
We value your experience as a parent and need volunteers to
support families with children under 5 in their own homes.
Full training and expenses provided.
If you have 2 - 3 hours to spare each week, could you
befriend a local family in need?

Interested? Then come and join us!!

Contact Karen on 01295 266358

email: info@home-startbanbury.org.uk

More information is available on our website www.home-startbanbury.org.uk

Applicants will be subject to a CRB check Registered Charity No: 1114860



PLEASE DON’T RIP OUR POSTERS DOWN
Many of us working with organisations in which people from our village are involved
use posters on the village noticeboards and on poles around the village as a key part
of marketing our organisations and our events. All of our organisations have minimal,
if any, money to spend on paid marketing so this form of communication is important.
I have noticed that my posters are sometimes ripped down. I have asked around and
many other village organisations also suffer the same problem. It’s very frustrating
that this happens and it’s time consuming to replace them.
Please don’t rip our posters down. We have every right to put them up, you have no
right to take them down; it’s a really petty thing to do, and you’re depriving local
organisations of the publicity they need to continue to put on interesting and relevant
local events that keep our village such a vibrant community in which to live. Now that
everyone is aware of it, there’s also a higher likelihood that someone will notice you
doing it.
If you disagree with one of our organisation’s philosophies or specific activities, please
discuss it with them openly, directly and honestly rather than just ripping their posters
down. If you’re unwilling to do that but would like to explain why you do it, you can
put a note in our Newsletter box in the shop.

John McCormick, kmccormick50@hotmail.co.uk
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HOOK NORTON POST OFFICE
The Post Office have made a decision to move their service to the village shop,
expecting to start there during March. Opening times will be Mon-Sat, 8am–8pm;
Sun, 9am–6pm. The services available will be the same as in the old shop. There will
be a hearing loop, level access from the pavement and a wheelchair space.
They are, however, inviting public consultation about the move, in particular

· Are the premises easy to get to and is the inside easily accessible?
· Do you have any concerns about the new location, or suggestions to make it

better?
· Are there any local community issues that might be affected?
· Is there anything you particularly like about the change?

Your comments can be confidential, but only if you clearly mark them “In Confidence”.
You can send comments by post to ‘FREEPOST Your Comments’ (no additional
address!), by email to comments@postoffice.co.uk or on the website
www.postofficeviews.co.uk. The branch reference code is 28613799. Post Office
helpline is 03457 223344. Consultation closes Wednesday 17 February

Rosemary Watts, Clerk to Hook Norton PC

Hook Norton Charitable Association
24 & 25 JUNE 2016 At The Hook Norton Brewery
The 20th Annual Hook Norton Music Festival
will be held in a field behind the magnificent Hook Norton
Brewery, on the last weekend in June. The new location at
The Brewery was a great success last year and we are thrilled that the brewery will
host our event again this year.
So reserve the date in your diaries! More information soon, on our
website/Facebook
If you would like to get involved, all and any assistance is appreciated! Contact us
via Facebook/website/email: www.hookymusic.co.uk / Pete Watkins:
petewatkins4@aol.com
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OUR FAMILY SERVING YOUR FAMILY

Complete Traditional, Contemporary
and Preplanned Funeral Service.

Independent Family Funeral Directors
and Monumental Masons Since 1880

www.humphrisfunerals.co.uk

32 Albert Street, Banbury, OX16 5DG

01295 265424

Jonathan Perry

CHIMNEY SWEEP

Open fires, Inglenooks,
Wood burners, Agas

For a clean, friendly and professional
service please contact me on:

Tel: 07557 058051 (Swalcliffe)
Email: jperrychimneysweep@gmail.com

Guild of Master Chimney
Sweeps qualified

All work certificated for
house insurance purposes
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HOOKY SCHOOL NEWS
By the time you read this our building work should have started! We have had
confirmation that work to expand the school will commence at the end of January,
beginning with a new Foundation Stage classroom. The children are very excited,
especially at the thought of a crane! The work will be contained and fenced off safely,
with deliveries controlled to outside drop off and pick up times, and we are all looking
forward to September when the works should be complete. The school is in the process
of moving from an admission number of 30 to 45 from Reception. Nursery will be
unaffected: if you have a pre-school child, you are most welcome to visit our caring
setting, led by highly qualified staff. We accept children on a part-time basis the term
after they are three.
The school is delighted to retain the Bronze Sportsmark for PE, and this year we are
working towards the Silver Award. Our children have a wide range of opportunities to
sample different sports and physical activities throughout the year, including Frisbee,
archery, golf and street dance, in addition to the usual football, rugby, netball and
hockey.
Last term we were extremely busy with the KS1 Nativity, ‘Angel Express’, and the
KS2 pantomime, ‘Shakespeare Rocks’, which were performed to very appreciative
audiences. Older members of the village were also entertained by our Recorder group,
along with a delicious tea, served by Y6 pupils. Recorders also played for various
village groups on a sell-out tour! We also were involved in the Tree festival at St
Peter’s Church, with trees from Foundation Stage, Year 3 and FOHNS. Mrs Collins
talked to the children in our Christmas service about the real meaning of Christmas,
using Christmas crackers as an analogy, and the children sang beautifully. I
accompanied a group of children to the village library, where Karen read us Christmas
stories – we really value this local amenity.

Our new enquiry-based curriculum is going well,
with the children very eager to find out the answers
to questions like: ‘Were the Vikings Vicious and
Victorious?’, ‘Why would a dinosaur not make a
good pet?’, ‘Am I attractive enough?’ or ‘Could you
be the next CSI investigator?’. Year 6 became
Vikings for the day and enjoyed marauding,
making jewellery and bread and sailing in a Viking
longship across the hall… Our younger children
enjoyed a performance of ‘The nearly ugly duckling’.
We are continuing our work with the global
curriculum – Mrs Nixon is leading training for 16
schools as part of our remit as an expert centre for
global learning. Our link with Sweden is as strong
ever, with letters to pen pals, class letters and
monthly skyping with Park Skolan in Vara. We are
aiming to take a party of children to visit in March.
Thank you to everyone who gives up their time to

support the school in so many ways; it makes such a difference to us. If you think
you can help us in any way we would love to hear from you.

Hazel Hope, Business Manager, 737379, office.3044@hook-norton.oxon.sch.uk
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Stainer’s Crucifixion in St Andrew’s

A Good Friday Performance

We are planning to perform Stainer’s Crucifixion in St Andrew’s Church,

Great Rollright in the evening of Good Friday (25 March)

The proposed time for weekly rehearsals is Fridays, running from 7 to
8pm starting on Friday 29 January in St Andrews Church

(But this can be adapted to suit people’s availability)

If you would like to take part, please contact Trevor Davies
mail@trevordavies.co.uk / 01608 738374
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LIBRARY NEWS
Tel: 01608 737793 hooknorton.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk
Opening Hours: Monday  2.00pm – 5.00pm 6.00pm – 7.00pm

Wednesday 2.00pm – 5.00pm
Friday  2.00pm – 5.00pm 6.00pm – 7.00pm
Saturday 9.30am – 12.30pm

What will you read in 2016? The literary pundits suggest that Barkskins, the new novel
by Annie Proulx (who wrote The Shipping News and Brokeback Mountain) is tipped as
her best yet. John le Carré has written his first non-fiction memoirs, titled The Pigeon
Tunnel: Stories From My Life, and The Noise of Time by Julian Barnes is highly
recommended.
Library Events
Friday 5 February, 7pm: Family Harry Potter Quiz Night on the books by J.K.
Rowling, for groups of 3–8 people. Dress up as your favourite character if you like.
Please let me know if you plan to attend, and how many will be in your team, so I can
gauge numbers.
Rhymetime – is discontinued. We trialled 5 Rhymetime sessions between October
and December 2015 and only one of the sessions had any attendees. So, sadly, we
have discontinued Rhymetime at Hook Norton Library. Anyone still interested in
Rhymetime can attend the sessions held at Chipping Norton Library every Monday
10.30–11am.

Peter Pan, Captain Hook, Wendy, the
lost boys, a crocodile, pirates, Native
American Indians and Tinkerbell
were spotted last December at Hook
Norton Library, amidst a cloud of
fairy dust. A cast of local children
appeared in a Drama Workshop
run by volunteer Gry Nielsen and her
colleagues from the drama
department at Burford School, with
support from Duke of Edinburgh
volunteer Lucy Shields. The event
was timed to fit in with the first day
of the Christmas holidays, when
children and families were feeling
festive and in need of some

pantomime magic. There were fantastic costumes and props – bought using money
donated by Hook Norton Brewery – and, after just under two hours’ rehearsing with
scripts, play-fighting and sound effects, the children were ready to perform to their
parents, carers and families – who all joined in the traditional panto banter with gusto.
It was a fun family event and the library hopes to hold more drama workshops in the
future, as they are a good way to foster a love of stories and help develop creativity
and confidence in the children who come to take part. Many thanks again to Hook
Norton Brewery for their kind donation and to Gry for all her hard work and enthusiasm.

Karen Seymour, Hook Norton Library Manager
(I am currently reading “Career of Evil” by Robert Galbraith aka J.K. Rowling)
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FARAD AND GWEN WHITEHEAD
Not long after
Remembrance
Sunday, and just
before the Christmas
rush, my father
died. He suffered a
massive stroke at
Godswell Park in
Bloxham, and lived
just four more days
whilst receiving such
attentive and
compassionate care
from the wonderful
staff. He was 98
years old. The
following morning
my mother also died
in her bed at
Godswell, bereaved

for less than 24 hours. She was with
him, watching intently throughout
those four days. She was 94. In the
last months they had been living at
Godswell supporting one another, and
it is a real blessing that they were able
to go together after 72 years of
marriage.
Many in Hooky will remember Farad
and Gwen; they moved here in 1998
from Guildford and quickly became
active members of the Baptist Church,
the Garden Club, WI, and supported
many other village activities. They
were also wonderful babysitters while
our three children were growing up.
Latterly, some will also remember
stopping to talk to my father on one of
his daily walks around the village.
As with so many people of the
wartime generation, my parents didn’t
talk about the war, or their
experiences, and it is only in recent
years that their stories began to come
out. It was my privilege to share some
of these at the Service of Thanksgiving held at the Baptist Church in December.
Farad and Gwen will be sorely missed by all who knew them.

Nigel Whitehead
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THERE’S A PLACE FOR YOU!
If you would like some company outside the home.
§ Meet up with Hook Norton neighbours – those new & old friends.
§ Have a warm comfortable meeting place.
§ Be welcomed by a friendly team of volunteer helpers led by Pat & Rebecca.
§ Enjoy a tasty meal and have entertainment – even participate in the fun!
§ Go on an occasional outing.

If you can tick these boxes, the Baptist Hall is the place –
every Monday (except Bank Holidays) between 10am and 3pm

Not only that – if you need help to get there, volunteer drivers will pick you up at
home.

HOWEVER, TO DO ALL THAT WE NEED MORE VOLUNTEERS IN THE HALL & WITH
CARS

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON ALL THESE, PLEASE CONTACT
PAT STRATFORD 737977 or JILL BURGER 730957

REMEMBER HOOKY IS A CARING COMMUNITY - DO HELP IF YOU CAN.

Hook Norton Pre-School Playgroup
The Old School,
off Osney Close,
Queen Street,
Hook Norton.
OX15 5QH

Tel: 01608 730560
Email: hnppg@internet.com
Website: www.hooknortonplaygroup.org.uk
Facebook: Hook Norton Pre-School Playgroup

Days Times Costs
Breakfast Club Monday–Friday 7.30-9.30am £3 per hour

Morning Playgroup Monday–Friday 9am–12 noon £15.00
Pick Up from Nursery Monday–Friday 11.30am £2.50
Lunch Club Monday–Friday 12 noon–12.30pm £2.50

Take to Nursery Monday–Friday 12.30pm £2.50
Afternoon Playgroup Monday–Friday 12.30–3.30pm £15.00
Pick Up from School Monday–Friday 3.15–4pm £2.50
After School Club Monday–Friday 3.15–6pm £5.00 per hour

Outstanding Ofsted Inspection 2010
Ofsted registration no: EY490088
Registered Charity no: 1157726
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Colour Analysis by Annie Broe

I will show you which colours are best for you.

Wearing the right colours is an easy and effective way to enhance your appearance.

You will instantly look more radiant, younger and healthier

You will feel more confident

Colours are very powerful – use this power to your advantage and look fantastic!

Gift Vouchers available – the perfect present – especially for Mother’s Day

For a personal colour analysis or for more details please call me on
01295 780637 or 07930 398151 or email annie4colourandstyle@gmail.com



BAPTIST BANTER
One of the questions I get asked quite
regularly is ‘What do you Baptists believe?’,
and I think this is because a lot of folk think
we ‘happy clappy’ people are from some sort
of religious sect. First of all, we are
Christians who believe in Jesus Christ as our
saviour, just as our Anglican and Catholic
friends do. The main differences are: that
we believe that baptism is for those who can
make their own decision to follow Jesus and
are baptised upon their own confession of
faith (referred to as believers’ baptism); and
that we are a ‘priesthood of all believers’, which means any one of us can preach,
lead services, administer holy communion and baptise new believers. That is good
news for me as it means that I don’t have to do everything in the church!
During the Reformation, the Church of England separated from the Roman Catholic
Church and a number of Christians were not happy that the new church did not correct
a number of doctrinal views, so they left the established church and fled to Holland
to avoid persecution for being ‘dissenters’ or non-conformists.
After some years, when the King and, therefore, the Church of England became more
tolerant, these Christians, led by Thomas Helwys, returned to England and formed a
Separatist church practicing believers’ baptism. A group of these Christians in Hook
Norton formed the church here; James Wilmot became their first pastor and, in fact,
went on to form an association with other Baptist churches, which eventually led to
the Baptist Union of Great Britain.
So what about us today? Well, we continue to worship Jesus with both traditional
hymns and modern songs; we continue to express His love for all people by serving
the community and sharing the good news; and we look forward to His return one
day soon when He will sort out everything that is wrong with this world! If you want
to learn more then come along on a Sunday morning and meet us, or contact me.
The church now looks forward to Easter and our services/practices will follow the
usual pattern.
Maundy Thursday (March 24), 6pm: Passover meal and communion.
Good Friday (March 25), 10am: Short Service, then Hot Cross buns and coffee.
Easter Sunday (March 27): 8am: Communion; 9am: Breakfast (full English);
10.30am: Easter Service of Celebration.
You are welcome at any of the above but, if planning to come to a meal, please inform
Jane Whitaker (730453) beforehand.
Our next social event will be a Barn Dance at the Sports and Social Club. That will be
on Friday February 19 at 7pm. Tickets cost £8 for adults and £4 for children, including
a simple supper, also available from Jane Whitaker.
Special Event on Saturday March 5: ‘Messy Church’ in the afternoon, for children and
families. It's a bit like the Family Fun Days we have had in the past, but will be led
by a visiting team. Details on posters nearer the time.

Pastor Pete Brookes, HookyPastor@gmail.com
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OATS
INDEPENDENT HEALTH FOOD

& SUPPLEMENTS SHOP
OPEN 9 am - 5 pm, Monday to Saturday

26 HIGH STREET
CHIPPING NORTON

FREE DELIVERIES IN HOOK NORTON,
IF YOU SPEND OVER £10.

PHONE 01608 646556

YOU ARE WELCOME TO COME AND DISCUSS YOUR MINOR
HEALTH ISSUES WITH US - WE MAY BE ABLE TO HELP. IF
WE CAN’T, WE HAVE PROFESSIONAL SUPPORT AVAILABLE

EITHER IN THE SHOP OR BY PHONE.
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Caterpillar Music

Fun and learning for children 0 to 4 years, lots of nursery rhymes, puppets
and musical instruments.

In the back room of The Sun Inn, Hook Norton.
Every Monday at 9.30.

Come along for a free trial session.
Call Maggie 01295 788804.

BANBURY MASTER PLAN - FEEDBACK REQUESTED
This planning document outlines proposed enhancements around the Canal, Spiceball
and Tramway, and to transport. At Spiceball, it is proposed to create an arts, culture
and leisure quarter.  At Tramway land will be enhanced. Transport enhancements
include Hennef Way and M40 J11, as well as a new east-west link, improved pedestrian
and cycle routes, and relocating the bus station. The plan also covers development
strategy for Banbury Train Station, opening up Tramway to the station car parks and
alleviating congestion. Chief Executive’s Office, Cherwell District Council

Christopher’s
Chauffeur and Private Hire Services

HOOK NORTON

We specialise in airport transfers, cruise ports and long distance.

A reliable, discreet service with executive modern vehicles for your
peace of mind. Private and commercial accounts welcome.

Further enquiries call Chris: 01608 737161

Chauffeur.service@btinternet.com
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Email: mariaduval231@gmail.com
Tel: 01608 730 456

Mobile: 07948 538 614

For help and initial consultation contact
Helga Maria Disney
Psychotherapist & Counsellor

Over 20 years experience in the NHS and private practice. UKCP & MBACP accredited.

Worried? Life Getting Too Much?
Do you need help with any of the following?

• Relationship difficulties
• Divorce / separation
• Bereavement
• Anxiety, stress or depression

• Family issues
• Low self esteem
• Life changes
• Trauma
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HOOK NORTON HARRIERS
Our Christmas Canter enjoyed a record
turnout in December. Almost 250 brave
runners, many in fancy dress, completed
the challenging route. Our grateful thanks
to the runners and all those who helped
us to make this event so successful.
This year's Hooky 6 is on 7th August.
Training Tuesday 7pm at the Sports &
Social Club; all welcome.
For details, see our website: www.hooknortonharriers.org.uk Sandra Heryet

Nursery
High Quality, caring provision for

3-4 year olds in a beautiful setting
15 hours government funded p/w

Purpose built Founda-
tion Stage Unit with
excellent facilities.

 Experienced staff
qualified to degree
level in Early Years
education.

 A rich and varied child centred cur-
riculum.

 Forest School, fun phonics, interac-
tive screens, cooking, creating.

 Individual learning journeys, singing,
practical maths, being curious.

Please contact Hook Norton School
to make an appointment to visit:

01608 737379 / office.3044@hook-norton.oxon.sch.uk

See www.hook-norton.oxon.sch.uk for lots more information.

Places are also available for new children in the main school

– you are most welcome to visit.
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BREWERY NEWS
Another year, another range of beers! After much deliberating (and tasting!) we have
settled on our new seasonal range with some old favourites and new styles.

Our microbrewery was kept busy in 2015
producing over 48 brews and 36 different
varieties. We added blackcurrant, cherries,
chilli and even pumpkin. We mashed in
with wheat, rye, and yes even pumpkin!
We hopped gently and aggressively, we
single hopped and in one brew used 11
hops which made up for leaving hops out
of another completely. We ranged from a
respectable 3.5% to a mind boggling
9.5%! We did Stouts, Pale ales, IPAs, Red
ales, Golden ales and, surprise, a Pumpkin
ale.
Several beers were up scaled to the main
plant, Oatmeal Stout which has become
Merula, Autumn Ale and of course the big
success, Red Rye which, after 4 brews in
Crafty ales for cask, made the step up to
being kegged and bottled, then went on to
win the World Beer Award for best Rye ale.
We’ll be doing more of the same this year
with a kegging machine to come, some

other vessels to fit in and even more Crafty Ales to be brewed so watch this space.
We will be reviving the Hooky Ale trail (first one to complete it gets the chance to
brew their own beer!) so everyone can enjoy all our wonderful pubs. We have various
events planned at the brewery both in the visitor centre and in our Barn Cellar bar –
please check our website www.hooky.co.uk for details. Mark Graham, 737210
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JOHN STUBBS GOLF LTD
Tadmarton Heath Golf Club

Wigginton • Nr. Banbury • Oxfordshire • OX15 5HL
Tel: 01608 730047 • Email: johnstubbs26@hotmail.co.uk • Web: www.jsgolf.co.uk

LADIES GROUP COACHING - every Tuesday and Saturday
CHILDREN’S COACHING - every Saturday

INDIVIDUAL COACHING AVAILABLE
GolfMark and

CRB accredited
Fully Stocked Shop

with the latest brands
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HOOK NORTON SPORTS & SOCIAL CLUB
HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL – from all at Hook Norton Sports and Social club.
What a memorable year it was in 2015. Football had their wonderful FA cup run and
won the Supplementary cup, while Cricket actually enjoyed a season of games where
the weather didn't interrupt too much, and introduced their very popular family BBQ
evenings following matches – hopefully more of the same to come from both sections
this year.
Harriers enjoyed another two packed race days and Tennis used their all-weather
courts to the max. We also were lucky enough to qualify for some of the 106 monies
for our outdoor sports areas from the new housing developments, which we have put
to good use on extending and refurbishing the MUGA – and we have more plans to
develop the outside pitches to support the growing number of junior teams we have
evolving throughout the clubs.
We had weddings and parties, christenings and celebrations. We said fond farewells
to some of our older residents and shared the saddest of days together on November
13 for one of the not so old.
This year we hope to have plenty to celebrate, with the Euros in the summer and the
Queens 90th birthday, as well as all our teams doing well in their various sports. We
would like to thank our social members for their continued support and to the pool,
ladies darts and aunt Sally teams for keeping us busy during the weekday evenings.
We kick off this year’s social calendar with a Quiz on Friday 5 February, the first of
the year’s ‘Quiz Nites’, in aid of cricket. If you wish to book a first Friday of the month
for your group or charity just ask – you organise, we provide the venue and bar, and
we all make a few pennies whilst having fun and testing our knowledge (all welcome
to these events).
Annual Subscriptions for memberships are now due and remain the same as last year:
£25: individual over 18; £35: families; £10: youth; £10: eligible bus-pass holders.
Membership includes use of the bar and its facilities (when open), 20% discount on
room & MUGA Hire and reduced rates on drinks – so well worth picking up a form and
joining!
Hope to see you all soon. For varied opening times (depending on ours and TV fixtures)
see our Facebook page; or, for all the latest up to date info, start following us on
Twitter @hookyclub Colette Warner, 737829



FEBRUARY VILLAGE DIARY
Monday 10:00 AM Monday Club - Care Group for older people Baptist Hall
Monday 6.30 PM Pilates (term time only) Sun Inn
Monday 7.30 PM Yoga (term time only) Sun Inn
Tuesday 9.30 AM Yoga (term time only) Memorial Hall
Tuesday 10:00 AM Font Café St Peters
Tuesday 7.00 PM Hooky Harriers Sports & Social Club
Tuesday 8:00 PM Ladies Social Badminton Memorial Hall
Wednesday 9:00 AM Community Morning - Mums and Tots Primary School
Wednesday 10:30 AM Coffee morning and table games Baptist Church
Wednesday 10:30 AM T’ai Chi classes (term time only) Memorial Hall
Wednesday 3:30 PM Jam Club Primary School
Thursday 10:00 AM Ladies Social Badminton Memorial Hall
Friday 9:15 AM Friday Toddler Group Baptist Hall
Friday 9.30 AM Pilates (term time only) School Study Centre
Saturday 10:00 AM Font Café St Peters
Sunday 6:30 PM Pilates/Yoga fusion (term time only) Memorial Hall
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Date Time Day of week Title Where
2 19:30 Tue Local History Group Baptist Hall
4 09:00 Thu Rhythm Time Music School Study Centre
5 19:00 Fri Harry Potter Night Library

10 14:30 Wed Reading Group Library
11 17:00 Thu Open Tap Take Over Brewery Visitor Centre
11 19:30 Thu Parish Council Meeting Memorial Hall
13 Sat Hook Norton School half term holiday
16 14:00 Tue WI Meeting Baptist Hall
17 10:30 Wed Rhymetime Library
17 19:30 Wed Garden Club Memorial Hall
17 19:30 Wed Lent Meeting Baptist Hall
18 09:00 Thu Rhythm Time Music School Study Centre
19 19:00 Fri Baptist Barn Dance Sports & Social Club
23 19:00 Tue Hook Norton Knitting Group Baptist Hall
24 14:00 Wed Craft & Chatter Library
25 10:30 Thu Carry on Learning Baptist Hall
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MARCH VILLAGE DIARY
Monday 10:00 AM Monday Club - Care Group for older people Baptist Hall
Monday 6.30 PM Pilates (term time only) Sun Inn
Monday 7.30 PM Yoga (term time only) Sun Inn
Tuesday 9.30 AM Yoga (term time only) Memorial Hall
Tuesday 10:00 AM Font Café St Peters
Tuesday 7.00 PM Hooky Harriers Sports & Social Club
Tuesday 8:00 PM Ladies Social Badminton Memorial Hall
Wednesday 9:00 AM Community Morning - Mums and Tots Primary School
Wednesday 10:30 AM Coffee morning and table games Baptist Church
Wednesday 10:30 AM T’ai Chi classes (term time only) Memorial Hall
Wednesday 3:30 PM Jam Club Primary School
Thursday 10:00 AM Ladies Social Badminton Memorial Hall
Friday 9:15 AM Friday Toddler Group Baptist Hall
Friday 9.30 AM Pilates (term time only) School Study Centre
Saturday 10:00 AM Font Café St Peters
Sunday 6:30 PM Pilates/Yoga fusion (term time only) Memorial Hall

Date Time Day of week Title Where
1 19:30 Tue Local History Group Baptist Hall
2 19:30 Wed Lent Meeting Baptist Hall
3 09:00 Thu Rhythm Time Music School Study Centre
5 14:00 Sat Messy Church Baptist Hall
9 14:30 Wed Reading Group Library

10 17:00 Thu Open Tap Take Over Brewery Visitor Centre
10 19:30 Thu Parish Council Meeting Memorial Hall
15 14:00 Tue WI Meeting Baptist Hall
16 10:30 Wed Rhymetime Library
16 19:30 Wed Garden Club Memorial Hall
17 09:00 Thu Rhythm Time Music School Study Centre
19 Sat Hook Norton Newsletter - copy date
23 14:00 Wed Craft & Chatter Library
24 18:00 Thu Passover meal & communion Baptist Church
25 Fri Good Friday Bank Holiday
25 Fri Hook Norton School Easter holiday
25 10:00 Fri Sevice, Hot X Buns & coffee Baptist Church
27 08:00 Sun Easter Communion Baptist Church
27 09:00 Sun Breakfast Baptist Church
27 10:30 Sun Easter Sunday Morning Worship Baptist Church
28 Mon Easter Monday Bank Holiday
29 19:00 Tue Hook Norton Knitting Group Baptist Hall
31 09:00 Thu Rhythm Time Music School Study Centre
31 10:30 Thu Carry on Learning Baptist Hall
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Member of the Society of Will Writers and The Professional
Association of Legal Services.

Whether you want a Standard Will or a Protective Trust Will, we can help you, in
your own home, at a time to suit you.

Very experienced Estate Planning Consultant resident in Middle Tysoe.
Our central Legal Department is headed by a Trust and Estate Planning expert with

other specialist lawyers available within the Group.
Central operation supported by a local consultant ensures very professional

documentation at prices which are extremely competitive. Complete customer
confidentiality at all times.

Just Wills & Legal Services specialises in Wills, Trust Wills, Lasting Powers of
Attorney, Probate....

For a company brochure/further information contact:
Marcus S Lymbery Aff.SWW
Tel. 01295 680828 Mobile 07775 758972
Email: marc.lymbery@gmail.com
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