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FROM THE EDITORS
A newsletter Editor’s dream: So
much news there is no room for an
editorial! Please enjoy this bumper
edition. It’s the biggest one we’ve
ever had under our stewardship.  A
great example of how you can find
out everything Hooky that you need
to know and also have all the local
services that you can buy or use at
your fingertips in your Hooky
newsletter!
Thanks to Steve Prouse from the
Banbury Guardian for the cover
photo.

David Jones, Editorial Team,
news@hook-norton-

newsletter.co.uk
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IN MEMORY OF IRIS
EDWARDS (NÉE
WHITE)
1957–2016

Beryl White and Family would like
to thank everyone for their
messages, cards and phone calls of sympathy on the sudden death of Iris.
Special thanks to Rev. John Acreman for his help and for the thoughtful service
at Banbury Crematorium.

From the Registers
Sadly we report the deaths during the November–February period of Eric John
Gunn, aged 83 years; Stuart Willis, aged 46 years; Gweneth Edgington, aged 93
years; Etta Beeby Nicholson, aged 94 years and Walter George Fryer, aged 88
years. On behalf of the village we send condolences to their families and friends.
We offer congratulations to Oliver Wise, son of Owen Vaughan and Robyn Wise,
who was baptised at St Peter’s in November.

HOOKY ON FILM
Hook Norton Brewery has made a promotional video featuring scenes from the
brewery and the Pear Tree:
www.hooky.co.uk/content/news/dedication-in-every-glass-film.ashx.
Aerial shots of the village also feature in this amateur short film – with a touch of
added whimsy: www.vimeo.com/151624513

David Jones
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FREE TO USE ELECTRIC BIKES
…FROM NOW UNTIL SEPTEMBER
Hook Norton community FIRST PLACE
ahead of Cambridge ‘city of bikes’ and
Ipswich! We had a great launch event
welcoming electric bikes to Hooky on Saturday
19 March and as usual our community did
everyone proud by turning up in numbers on
the “winter” version of a March day (rather than
a “spring” version). There had been 3 electric
bike schemes launched during the week and we
had a greater turnout and certainly a larger
number of sign-ups than any of them by far!

Shirley Wyeth (left of picture) and
her husband had seen the article
in the Banbury Guardian and had
cycled over from Banbury on their
3 year-old electric bikes; her
verdict: ‘I think I'll take this one
and leave you with my one if
that’s OK?’. Other quotes from
the day ‘Just brilliant I want to
take it home with me’, ‘Okay I
want one! It’s great it’s like riding
on the flat, it’s so easy!’, and ‘I
love it, it's life-changing J’ Kate
Jordan.

Working in partnership with Compass Bikes means that the bikes will be free to use
for the initial pilot period from now until September. All you
have to do, if you are not already a member of HNLC, is to
part with the princely sum of £1 to become a member of
your very own community social enterprise and ‘get on yer
bike’!
So find out what’s involved by visiting
www.hn.lc.org.uk. Try an electric bike and see how
they feel just like an ordinary bike until you need that extra little help on a
hill – we do have a few of those in Hooky!
It's also a great time to come and try out the electric community pool car, as we are
introducing a SPECIAL OFFER until the end of May 2016, where you won't need to pay
the normal mileage and time usage fee. For simply £5 a month you can book out the
electric car and get out there and test its range limits, to convince yourself that there
really isn't any barrier to using an electric car from Hooky – with all the charging points
springing up and having a 70 mile range for starters anyway.
So come and celebrate the arrival of spring by going electric, whether on two wheels
or four.

Tim Lunel, Tim.Lunel@hn-lc.org.uk
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A live, walking Monopoly game, based on the streets and landmarks of Hook
Norton.

From Ashburton Lane to Sibford Road; from Brewery Lane to Station Road,
and passing the churches, pubs, clubs, businesses and services on the way.

Start at Go, the school, and roll the dice for your first location.
Head for the spot on foot, find the answer to a clue and use your mobile phone

to ring it in; then the team at school will roll the dice to find your next
destination.

‘Earn’ £500 for every property visited, and collect £250 each time you pass Go!
All locations are walkable and within the village.

Chance and Community Chest cards can help or hinder your progress!
Teams of up to 6: £3.00 per person; with up to 6 members of the same family

for £12
- includes Picnic tea on completion.

If you are interested, please reserve the date;
details of what to do next will be advertised in June’s Newsletter, or look out

for Posters.
This is an all-comers, all village event, not just for those associated with the

school;
and proceeds will be for FOHNS.
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BAPTIST BANTER
By the time you have read
this article, we would have
celebrated our first baptism in
the church this year – a young
man who has been meeting
with us in recent months and
has felt that it was right to be
baptized to declare his faith
and obedience in Jesus Christ.
He has been on his Christian
journey of faith for a number
of years, but feels that now is
the time to be baptized in
obedience to God.
There are two steps in becoming a Christian; firstly to say sorry for all the things you
have done wrong to God and others and, secondly, to put your trust in Jesus Christ
and his teachings as you commit to following his way. Baptism is a symbol of that
commitment as you publicly declare your faith. As you are lowered into the water, it
symbolises you dying to your old way of life, and being raised out of the water
symbolizes your new life following Jesus.
The service gives the ‘baptizee’ an opportunity to share his/her story and to commit
his/her life to following Jesus Christ, and the church family commits to supporting
him/her on life’s journey, through the good and the hard times.
One of the greatest things about being in a church is knowing you are not on your
own, and when life throws its challenges at you your church family will love and support
you through it. If you want to find out more, please do not hesitate to call me, drop
me an email or drop in and see me!
The Marriage Course – for married and co-habiting couples
Weekly commencing Thursday 19 May for seven sessions, designed to help couples
invest in their relationship and build a strong marriage. The evening starts at 7pm as
each couple are seated at their own table for two. Each session consists of a meal for
two, a practical talk and a time for private discussion between you and your partner.
Background music ensures that you can chat in complete privacy. You never share
anything about your relationship with anyone other than your partner.
For more info please go to http://www.themarriagecourses.org/try/the-marriage-
course. To reserve your space, please contact me.
Other News: The Barn Dance we held in February was well attended and much
enjoyed. It raised £500 for the orphanage we support in India; a big thank you to
everyone who came. There are plans to host another in September.
‘Messy Church’ on March 5, was also an enjoyable occasion for the children and parents
who came, we hope to do another in June, so watch out for posters nearer the time.
Holiday Club starts August 25–29, for all primary age children. This year's club has a
railway theme: ‘Kingdom Express, the incredible journey’.
Sunday Worship is at 10.30am, plus 6.30pm on the first Sunday of the month.

Pastor Peter Brookes, 07973 140069, hookypastor@gmail.com
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JOHN STUBBS GOLF LTD
Tadmarton Heath Golf Club

Wigginton • Nr. Banbury • Oxfordshire • OX15 5HL
Tel: 01608 730047 • Email: johnstubbs26@hotmail.co.uk • Web: www.jsgolf.co.uk

LADIES GROUP COACHING - every Tuesday and Saturday
CHILDREN’S COACHING - every Saturday

INDIVIDUAL COACHING AVAILABLE
GolfMark and

CRB accredited
Fully Stocked Shop

with the latest brands

Member of the Society of Will Writers and The Professional
Association of Legal Services.

Whether you want a Standard Will or a Protective Trust Will, we can help you, in
your own home, at a time to suit you.

Very experienced Estate Planning Consultant resident in Middle Tysoe.
Our central Legal Department is headed by a Trust and Estate Planning expert with

other specialist lawyers available within the Group.
Central operation supported by a local consultant ensures very professional

documentation at prices which are extremely competitive. Complete customer
confidentiality at all times.

Just Wills & Legal Services specialises in Wills, Trust Wills, Lasting Powers of
Attorney, Probate....

For a company brochure/further information contact:
Marcus S Lymbery Aff.SWW
Tel. 01295 680828 Mobile 07775 758972
Email: marc.lymbery@gmail.com
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HOOKY SCHOOL NEWS
The pace of educational change certainly has not slowed down! At the moment
we are embedding a new assessment system devised by the Chipping Norton
Partnership of Schools, replacing the ‘levels’, which were discontinued last year.
Building update: Our new building work
has started! The builders are working
really hard to have the three new
classrooms completed for September. The
new foundation stage classroom should be
ready by May, then work will start on the
two new KS2 classrooms.
Sport: This term we have got through to
the Oxfordshire County Schools’ Netball
Tournament, where we are representing
West Oxfordshire. We also have more
sports clubs than ever, which are very
popular, including a new Change4Life club. Mrs Voce is aiming for the Silver
Sportsmark this year.

Curriculum: Children are responding well to the new
challenges of a more demanding curriculum. We have
increased the opportunities for cooking (although it is a
struggle without dedicated cooking facilities for children);
children are learning to code,
learning their times tables,
getting to grips with grammar,
spelling rules, phonics, French
etc. Although we are rigorous in
our teaching of basic skills, it is
really important that children
receive a rich curriculum, with

opportunities to try new things. So we have had lots of visits
and special days (Fairtrade, Viking, Romans for example), and
we make sure children get as much hands-on experience as
possible, working with potters, artists, museum curators,
story-tellers and authors, to bring their learning to life.
A survey of the children last year confirmed that they
overwhelmingly feel that our new ‘Big Question’ curriculum makes learning more
enjoyable and they learn more as well.
Global Learning: Mrs Nixon has been leading on global learning this year, with very
thought-provoking collective worship, taking one of our ‘Owl values’ each month as
a focus; this month, the focus is Equality. The values are based on our Christian
foundation and British values, such as tolerance and respect for democracy and
individual beliefs. She led training on the global curriculum for 16 schools and her
report has resulted in The Institute of Education requesting a visit to see how we
incorporate global issues into our curriculum.
School website: www.hook-norton.oxon.sch.uk. Here you will find all our policies,
newsletters, photographs, Head Teacher’s blog and lots of other information about
the school. If you would like to volunteer to help us, your time would be most
appreciated (subject to the usual safe-guarding checks, of course).

Stella Belgrove, Head teacher
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OATS
INDEPENDENT HEALTH FOOD

& SUPPLEMENTS SHOP
OPEN 9 am - 5 pm, Monday to Saturday

26 HIGH STREET
CHIPPING NORTON

FREE DELIVERIES IN HOOK NORTON,
IF YOU SPEND OVER £10.

PHONE 01608 646556

YOU ARE WELCOME TO COME AND DISCUSS YOUR MINOR
HEALTH ISSUES WITH US - WE MAY BE ABLE TO HELP. IF
WE CAN’T, WE HAVE PROFESSIONAL SUPPORT AVAILABLE

EITHER IN THE SHOP OR BY PHONE.
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Colour Analysis by Annie Broe

I will show you which colours are best for you.

Wearing the right colours is an easy and effective way to enhance your appearance.

You will instantly look more radiant, younger and healthier

You will feel more confident

Colours are very powerful – use this power to your advantage and look fantastic!

Gift Vouchers available – the perfect present – especially for Mother’s Day

For a personal colour analysis or for more details please call me on
01295 780637 or 07930 398151 or email annie4colourandstyle@gmail.com
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NEWS FROM GREAT ROLLRIGHT PRIMARY SCHOOL
As we finally begin to move into the warmer weather and lighter evenings, and
celebrate that spring has finally arrived, we at school are also celebrating the
completion of another stage in our building programme. We now have a set of steps
linking the new classroom and the one next to it to our playground. Sadly, once again
we have had to pay for all of this work ourselves as the improvements we are making
are not classified as urgent or necessary, and so don’t warrant any government
funding. Consequently, fundraising is as important as ever. One of our recent highly
successful events was The Ladies’ Curry Night organised by The Friends of Great
Rollright School. This was held in The Village Hall in February. We were delighted to
see so many village ladies attending, and I am sure you will be as pleased as us to
learn we raised £410!

The children have been out and about since Christmas. We entered children into The
Swimming Gala and Netball Tournament held at Chipping Norton Secondary School
and, as ever, we were very proud of everyone’s efforts. The oldest children visited
The Ashmolean Museum to learn about The Ancient Greeks. They also spent three
days in Hooke, Dorset on a residential trip, where they learned archery, all about Food
and Farming, prepared their own lunch, attended a Barn Dance and explored rural
craft. One of the most exciting activities was the Low Ropes Assault Course, which
challenged most children’s physical skills as well as their courage! The younger children
and those in Years 5 and 6 visited Sibford School on World Book Day to meet Curtis
Jobling, the author of the Bob the Builder books and a range of horror fantasy books
written for older children. As the local museums with a good collection of Roman
Artefacts are currently undergoing renovation, the children in The Ocean Class had a
visit from The Museum Service, where they dressed up as Romans and were able to
handle many original artefacts. We are very grateful to The Friends who have paid for
all the coaches for our trips, and for half of the cost of The Museum Service visit.

As part of our special Book Week to celebrate World Book Day at the beginning of
March, we had a special storytelling afternoon in school. We were very fortunate to
have four visiting School Governors, past and present, to come and tell us stories.
This was an extremely enjoyable experience for everyone. We are very grateful to
Paul Bowman, Gavin Southwell, Richard Stillwell and Mike Napier for giving up their
time to be with us and for telling us such interesting and entertaining tales!

The School Council decided we should support Sport Relief in March, with a morning
of special PE lessons, where the older children worked with the younger ones. Lots of
fun was had by all and money was raised to support this worthwhile cause.

We finished the Spring Term with an Easter Service in St Andrew’s Church on Maundy
Thursday. After the service we dressed up in our Easter Bonnets and paraded through
the village to The Village Hall. We held our annual Easter Egg Hunt in the playground,
before enjoying refreshments provided by The Friends.

Everyone at the school wishes you a very enjoyable Easter break!

Anne Hewett
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YOU CAN CAN RECYCLE
Do you remember the first item you recycled? There’s a good chance it was a fizzy
drink can or a baked bean tin. Cherwell DC has been recycling cans and other metals
for over 15 years, and it’s just as well. In the UK alone, we use over 500,000 tonnes
of metal packaging. Currently, we recycle an estimated 75% of steel packaging and
50% of aluminium packaging, but there’s still a lot more that we could be doing. Metals
such as aluminium and steel can be recycled over and over again, and it uses around
95% less energy to make products from recycled materials than using raw materials.
Cherwell offer recycling for aerosol can, drinks cans, food tins, tin foil and foil trays.
Just remember to give them a quick rinse before you put them in the blue bin – and
save water by rinsing them in the left over washing up water!
Recycling really does make a big difference, helping the environment, minimising the
need for raw materials and saving energy. You never know what might happen to
your used can – it could become anything from a paperclip to the hull of a ship!
For further information about what can be recycled, use the Recycling Locator tool
that can be found at www.recyclenow.com/recycling-locator.
The recycling team will also be at the Hook Norton Compost givewaway, with
£10 recycling bins and BOGOF on caddy liners, come along and say hello.

Andrew Jenkins, Recycling Officer, Cherwell DC, 01295 221913

Hook Norton Pre-School Playgroup
The Old School,
off Osney Close,
Queen Street,
Hook Norton.
OX15 5QH

Tel: 01608 730560
Email: hnppg@internet.com
Website: www.hooknortonplaygroup.org.uk
Facebook: Hook Norton Pre-School Playgroup

Days Times Costs
Morning Playgroup Monday–Friday 9am–12 noon £12.50
Pick Up from Nursery Monday–Friday 11.30am–12.30pm £1.50
Lunch Club Monday–Friday 12 noon–12.30pm £1.50

Take to Nursery Monday–Friday 12.30pm £1.50
Afternoon Playgroup Monday–Friday 12.30–3.30pm £12.50
Pick Up from School Monday–Friday 3.15pm £1.00
After School Club Monday–Friday 3.15–6pm £3.00 per hour

Outstanding Ofsted Inspection 2010
Ofsted registration no: EY490088
Registered Charity no: 1157726
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OUR FAMILY SERVING YOUR FAMILY

Complete Traditional, Contemporary
and Preplanned Funeral Service.

Independent Family Funeral Directors
and Monumental Masons Since 1880

www.humphrisfunerals.co.uk

32 Albert Street, Banbury, OX16 5DG

01295 265424

Caterpillar Music

Fun and learning for children 0 to 4 years, lots of nursery rhymes, puppets
and musical instruments.

In the back room of The Sun Inn, Hook Norton.
Every Monday at 9.30.

Come along for a free trial session.
Call Maggie 01295 788804.
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INCREDIBLE EDIBLE HOOKY
Daffodils, Easter Bunnies and Raised Beds;
Incredible Edible Hooky Bursts Forth With
Springtime!
In the last few weeks, Diana Barber and I have been out
and about at various village groups and clubs talking
about Incredible Edible Hooky, what to expect and how
to make use of the food that you will soon see growing in
our first raised beds around the village. Thanks to the cubs, brownies and WI for
hosting us so far.
On 6 March, the first raised beds were erected in the Memorial Hall garden and also
in the East End. Huge thanks to Eric Milne and Tim Lunel for all their hard work in
building the beds and preparing the ground. It was a day of celebration to see several
months of planning come together in our first tangible output. To celebrate in good

old English fashion, tea and homemade cake was
supplied by our lead Incredible Edible cook, June Milne.
Delicious!
Planting up the beds with our donated seeds will take
place on 2 April. Anybody is welcome to come along,
either to get involved, or just out of curiosity. Drop me
an email if you would like more details. On behalf of
Incredible Edible, I would like to thank Nathan Matthews
at Banbury Plant Hire, who has stepped in and very
generously donated 4 tonnes of topsoil to the project,
and Countrywide who have been kind enough to donate
a wide range of seeds to get us going. To oversee the
planting scheme, I’d like to welcome Gillian Rose to the
management committee. Gillian’s horticultural

experience and eye for aesthetics is a godsend and we are delighted to have her on
board.
We are also over the moon to be working with the cubs and
brownies over the coming months to resurrect the veggie
patch up at the school. Thanks to Stella Belgrove, Head
teacher at Hook Norton School for welcoming us with open
arms. The enthusiasm of these groups and their leaders,
Steve Lloyd and Cathy Nicholls, to get planting was infectious.
IEHooky looks forward to helping both groups grow their own
fruit and veg over the forthcoming growing season.
What We Need:
Right now, we are particularly seeking anyone with experience
in fund raising. If you have some time and experience, and
this cause matters to you, we’d love to chat. A number of
grant applications are in, and much of the paperwork is done.
Maybe you could act as an advisor and share some skills if
your time is limited; maybe you would like to get more actively involved? Please feel
free to contact me to explore possibilities. However, as ever, all new volunteers are
welcome, no matter what your current experience or ability. If the ideas of creating
a more resilient community able to provide for itself or of doing your bit to help protect
our environment resonate with you, then IEHooky will extend a hearty welcome at
any time. Remember – ‘If you eat, you’re in!’

Sarah Morris, 737642, incredible.edible.hooky@gmail.com
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LOCAL INSTALLER - FREE DELIVERY
Advanced technology heating
Simply plug in and go system
No pipework or plumbing
Programmable controlled output

t. 07968 396169 e. nick@heat-genie.co.uk
www.heat-genie.co.uk

Beaumont Energy
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LIBRARY NEWS
Tel: 01608 737793 hooknorton.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk

Opening Hours: Monday  2.00pm – 5.00pm 6.00pm – 7.00pm

Wednesday 2.00pm – 5.00pm

Friday  2.00pm – 5.00pm 6.00pm – 7.00pm

Saturday 9.30am – 12.30pm

NB: There is now free wireless access available at Hook Norton Library.

I am often asked to recommend a good book, but it’s a tricky business, as one person’s
trash is another’s treasure; it’s all a matter of taste. Consequently I’ll often respond
by asking the customer what they usually enjoy, and whether they want to play it
safe or try something new. I can often be heard extolling the virtues of trying
something new; however, I rarely take my own advice! Recently, several of the
volunteers at Hook Norton Library were discussing how much they had enjoyed “Burial
Rites”, a debut novel by Hannah Kent, but it didn’t sound that appealing. It’s a novel
inspired by the real story of the last woman to be executed for murder in Iceland. Set
in a different time and place, amidst poverty and hardship, which poses the question:
How much misfortune can a person be expected to bear? However, it was an incredible
book, the prose was dark and atmospheric and the characters real and compelling; it
is an accomplished first novel and a story that touches your soul, asks questions –
and one that will stay with me. So if you feel like trying something new too, we have
two copies in the library.

Library Events

Wednesday 6 April: Easter Art Fun Day, 2.30–4.00pm. Join us at the library to
create a mixed media storyboard based on the children’s ideas and experiences over
the Easter holidays. This Art workshop will be led by local artist Rita Wheatley, who
will be supported by the volunteers from Hook Norton Library. I am really looking
forward to seeing the storyboard they create, which I plan to display in the children’s
area of the library. Booking is recommended as numbers are limited. Please wear old
clothes or art overalls.

The popular Easter Egg colouring competition is also running again this year. Drop
into the library for a colouring sheet. Prizes are chocolate and egg shaped.

Our Harry Potter Family Quiz Night was a huge success. Many of Hook Norton’s witches
and wizards came to showcase their excellent knowledge of the Harry Potter books,
by J.K. Rowling. Quiz master Karen turned up as Professor McGonagall, correct answers
were rewarded with Gringott’s gold and a tie break meant the magical contestants
had to duel with wands for the contested point. It was such fun and I think the children
enjoyed themselves too! We had over 30 – such a crowd that some had to bring
cushions from home to sit on – and we hope to make it an even bigger event next
year. The Friends of the Hook Norton Library funded this event and will also be funding
the Easter Art Fun day on April 6, so many thanks to the Friends for all their support.
Also thanks to Rita Wheatley for giving her time, talent and enthusiasm to the Art Fun
Day.

Karen Seymour, Hook Norton Library Manager

(I am currently reading Raptor by James Macdonald Lockhart)
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Are you interested in local events and history?
The village museum is looking for a volunteer to continue the sterling work of
Margaret Bloomfield in compiling the annual village scrapbook.
The work involves looking through the Banbury Guardian each week, cutting out
any articles/photos relevant to the village and putting them into the scrapbook.
A weekly issue of the Banbury Guardian will be provided free of charge and other
agreed expenses will be covered e.g. the scrapbooks, glue sticks etc.
This role is a great support to the museum committee and the scrapbooks provide
a valuable historical resource. The work would not require any further involvement
in the running of the museum, although if this was of interest the committee are
always looking for new members.
For more information about this volunteering opportunity, please contact Elaine
Griggs, 737458, elaine.griggs@yahoo.co.uk or Jackie White
jackie@jackiewhite.me.uk

Free concert (with retiring collection) in St Peter’s Church
Sunday 10 April 2016 at 3.30pm

I have been a member of Girl Guiding in Hook Norton for over 10 years, and this
year I have been given the amazing opportunity to represent Girl Guiding

Oxfordshire at a Jamboree in Finland. To do this, I need to raise £600 by 20 July.
I have many plans to raise this money, the main one being this concert!

There will be music from Chipping Norton School jazz band, Simon Taylor (playing
the organ) and additional performances from various singers and musicians.

There will be refreshments available to buy in the interval and donations will be
gratefully received at the end.  All proceeds will go towards my trip.  Please come

along and support me if you can.
Eleanor Taylor, Swere Valley Senior Section

PARISH WARDEN
Hook Norton Parish Council is looking for a new Parish Warden.
You should be flexible, be able to manage your own schedule, have good
interpersonal skills, be practical, be able to take on light maintenance of the Hall
and be willing to work under the direction of the Council.
Duties include keeping the village clean and tidy, inspecting the playground,
proactively reporting problems to the councils and contractors, and managing the
Memorial Hall.

£10 per hour; 10 hours per week.
Job sharing of the Hall Caretaker and Parish Warden roles may also be possible. A
full job description will be provided at interview stage.
Please email expressions of interest to parishwarden@hook-norton.org.uk.
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1ST HOOK NORTON GUIDESHOOK NORTON GARDEN CLUB
Hello gardeners; hope you were not flooded. We had a fair amount of debris collect
by our bridge, more than usual, and bigger! However, we have had some really
beautiful days recently and I heard the Great Crested Lawnmower only the other day,
a sure sign of better weather when they come out of hibernation!
The main summer visit this year will be to Wightwick Manor, near Wolverhampton on
Sunday June 26. It is a N.T. property, decorated in the Arts and Craft style of William
Morris, and contains an impressive collection of paintings. There are seventeen acres
of garden laid out in 'rooms' with formal lawns and clipped yew hedges and terraces.
A coach will leave from The Sun at 8.45am. and return at 5pm. The cost is £15 for
the coach, and non-members of the N.T. will need to pay, we think, £10 for entry to
the property. A private tour of the House has been arranged for 11am.
On Saturday 23 July we visit the Oxford Botanical Gardens, the oldest in Britain. Entry
£5, or £3.50 for concessions. Transport arrangements will be advised nearer the time.
Join us for an informative evening with plenty of practical tips to make your gardening
more productive and rewarding. Our meeting on the 20 April will concentrate on
growing in containers and raised beds, and then 18 May will be full of tips on how to
avoid the pitfalls growing of vegetables and flowers.
All club meetings are held on the third Wednesday of each month at the Memorial Hall
at 7.30pm. Do please come along and join us for a coffee and a chat, and maybe pick
up a Show schedule so that you can enter an exhibit in the Spring Show on 16 April
– and perhaps win one of our magnificent prizes. You can enter classes for fruit &
vegetables, plants & flowers, cookery, wine, flower-arranging, photography and all
manner of handicrafts. You could go home with a trophy or two! Happy gardening.

Brian and Elaine Griggs, Malcolm Black and Nick Price

HOOK NORTON FESTIVAL OF FINE ALES
The organising committee are now working on this year’s beer festival.
Thanks to the generosity of brewers nationwide, last year we served 132 different
ales and ciders and managed to raise around £28,000, with just over half going to
Bloodwise and the remainder distributed to local groups.
We are very dependent on willing volunteers for help, both on the day and in the
preparation and clearing up. One of our major expenses is paying couriers to collect
full barrels from brewers so, if you happen to be travelling around the country in the
first two weeks of July, and you don’t mind picking up a barrel or two, please contact
me – it means we have more to give to our charities.
On the day, we have teams of beer pourers each doing one two hour stint serving.
It’s all good fun and many of those who did it for the first time last year enjoyed it
immensely. We will also need people to take money and issue the tickets. If you would
like to help with any of these roles, please contact me.
One thing to remember and pass on to others is that the Rural Fayre Field is used for
livestock the rest of the year, so please avoid bringing any glass or cans to the event.
Security staff will be asking anyone with glass or cans to remove them from the site.
For the same reason we will be using polycarbonate glasses again this year.
Finally there is the day after the night before...It’s one way of blowing away the
cobwebs, and the more people who help litter pick, clear up and put things back into
storage the quicker we can all go for a quick hair of the dog...
Anyone who would like to contribute in any way, please contact me by email. See the
new website for more details and (beer related) news www.hookybeerfest.co.uk. There
is also the Twitter account which we will update when new beers are promised: follow
@hookybeerfest for up to date news. Hugh Robertson, info@hookybeerfest.co.uk
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Jonathan Perry

CHIMNEY SWEEP

Open fires, Inglenooks,
Wood burners, Agas

For a clean, friendly and professional
service please contact me on:

Tel: 07557 058051 (Swalcliffe)
Email: jperrychimneysweep@gmail.com

Guild of Master Chimney
Sweeps qualified

All work certificated for
house insurance purposes

PILATES IN SIBFORD
Madeleine Wilson M. Sc, Mat & Studio Master Teacher

Offers
Bespoke One to One and Duet sessions

Training on Specialised Pilates Equipment
Reformers, Chairs, Barrels & Cadillac

Small Group Matwork Classes
For all Levels from Beginners to Advanced

Tel: 01295 780279                      Mob: 07905 953300
email:mw1@linuxwaves.com www.pilatesinsibford.co.uk

Email: mariaduval231@gmail.com
Tel: 01608 730 456

Mobile: 07948 538 614

For help and initial consultation contact
Helga Maria Disney
Psychotherapist & Counsellor

Over 20 years experience in the NHS and private practice. UKCP & MBACP accredited.

Worried? Life Getting Too Much?
Do you need help with any of the following?

• Relationship difficulties
• Divorce / separation
• Bereavement
• Anxiety, stress or depression

• Family issues
• Low self esteem
• Life changes
• Trauma
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WILDLIFE NOTES
Welcome to Spring! The 1st of March is
traditionally the start of spring.
Hopefully as I write this the weather
will get milder and the local wildlife will
flourish. According to the Met Office we
have had the warmest winter since
1910, but for some parts of the country
it has also been the wettest for the
same period. It is not just the UK
where weather anomalies have been
experienced. We came back from a trip
Down Under in early February. The day
before we arrived in Sydney it had
been 40C, yet when we arrived the
temperature barely reached 18C!
These extremes of weather do not help
our wildlife. Barn owls are in the main
nocturnal but the wet conditions of the past
weeks have forced them to hunt in broad
daylight. At least one has been seen by a number of people, myself included, flying
over the fields to the south of the allotments at 10.30am. There is less prey for

them over the winter months and
they sometimes have to resort to
hunting by day, but to most it is still
an unusual sight to see a barn owl
during daylight hours.
The mild weather has also meant that
plants are ahead. Thanks to Tim Lunel
for the photograph of cowslips he saw
recently.
Reported sightings in recent weeks
have been blackcaps spotted in
several gardens and the usual
buzzards and red kites flying over the
village. A reminder for those of you
who put out bird feeders to clean
them periodically. If not cleaned the

remaining seeds can prove to be hazardous and in some instances birds can
contract Trichomoniasis which is a contagious infection. It can be spread as birds
feed each other with regurgitated food. The disease causes lesions in the throat of
the infected bird which makes it hard to swallow and eventually breathe.
A pair of muntjac have been seen in a field near to the Wigginton crossroads while
roe deer have been observed in the fields beside the road to Chipping Norton at the
top of South Hill.
As usual sightings or other relevant information should be sent to me before the
middle Friday of the months in which the newsletter does not appear.

David McGill, 737103, scotlandend@btinternet.com

Owl pellets
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BANBURY CHAMBER ORCHESTRA – IN HOOKY
St Peter's Church in Hook Norton is again host to the BCO on Sunday 8 May at 4pm,
with a programme of varied classical chamber music, including pieces frequently voted
favourites amongst classical music listeners, namely:
Haydn: Farewell Symphony (no.45). Thought to be the only symphony written in
the 18th century in the key of F sharp minor, the final movement is infamous for
having a unique way of dealing with a labour dispute!
Mozart: Clarinet Concerto, with soloist (BSO member) Raymond Brien. Originally
conceived for basset horn, which Mozart then changed in favour of the basset clarinet,
this much loved piece is most frequently played on the standard orchestral clarinet.
Versions for basset clarinet are available but sadly Mozart's original is believed to be
either lost or even pawned by Anton Stadler, the basset clarinettist for whom it was
written. It was the first clarinet concerto written by a major composer, completed just
weeks before Mozart died.  It remains  tremendously popular both on the concert
platform and by the frequent use of the beautiful 2nd movement in film soundtracks
including Jean-Luc Godard's Breathless, Green Card, Out of Africa, and The King's
Speech.
Faure: Masques et Bergamasques. An orchestral suite taken from an entertainment
written for Prince Albert I of Monaco, it was inspired by a poem by Verlaine and the
antics of the commedia dell'arte. Written in 1919, the work has a rather retro feel, in
that it harks back to earlier dance  forms of the Baroque era  such as Menuet and
Gavotte. Faure utilised three  movements from an abandoned symphony in the
piece but wrote a new fourth to complete the suite.
Vaughan-Williams: Fantasia on a Theme by Thomas Tallis. Vaughan-Williams
takes  a 1567 phrygian mode  theme by Tallis (written  for Archbishop Parker's
Psalter) and develops it for three distinct string groups; a main string orchestra, a
smaller sub-orchestra that provides shadowy echoes of the main group, and finally a
string quartet that occasionally interjects. The beauty of this ethereal piece is further
enhanced by the acoustics of a church.
Tickets are £8  and available either on the door, via orchestra members, from
banburyorchestratickets@gmail.com, or through www.wegottickets.com shortly.

Jane Cerasale

ST PETER’S CHURCH 200 CLUB
The 200 club has been going for over 12 months now. In the first year, it has had an
income of £5,445, has given £2,075 in prizes and has raised £3,370 for church funds.
The church treasurer has been very grateful as this has made a big difference to the
health of the church finances.
When we launched the 200 club, we were hoping that we would get close to 200
members. This has proved to be over ambitious and membership at the moment
stands at 91. As it seems unlikely that we will get a large influx of new members, the
committee has decided that it should become a 100 club. Current members will be
contacted to inform them of the changes.
The committee would like to thank everyone who has supported the club and if there
is anyone else who would like to join (we still have 9 numbers available) please contact
me. Recent draw winners:
January: £100: J Rust; £25: K McCall McCowan; £25: E Macleod
February: £100: J Irvine; £25: D Ratcliffe; £25: G Usher

Mark Taylor, 730089
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Christopher’s
Chauffeur and Private Hire Services

HOOK NORTON

We specialise in airport transfers, cruise ports and long distance.

A reliable, discreet service with executive modern vehicles for your
peace of mind. Private and commercial accounts welcome.

Further enquiries call Chris: 01608 737161

Chauffeur.service@btinternet.com
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1�� HOOK NORTON GUIDES
We have 19 guides in Hook Norton and do lots of exiting
activities during the Guide meetings. In February we had a trip
to London to celebrate Thinking Day and the Senior Section
centenary – going by train and tube with two other units from
Banbury (please see the articles below). The guides and leaders
took part in lots of different activities following the Senior
Section programme. We have our unit weekend camp coming
up in June, where we are joining up with four other guide units.
Our summer term is always full of outside activities for the girls to take part in.
Just after Easter, we will be doing our annual village Girlguiding village pick in Hook
Norton, where the Rainbows, Brownies, Guides and Senior Section members of the
village meet up and spread themselves over the village to pick up the rubbish. It is
great to see so many young people doing great things for the community.
I would really like some help at our weekly meetings on a Monday night – no need to

go into uniform, but commitment on the Monday
would be the best thing that would help our unit
survive. Please contact me if you think you would
be able to help the Guide unit in any way. Many
thanks in anticipation.
Sparks 2016 – 1st Hook Norton Guides
I'm Katy; I am one of the eight Guides from Hook
Norton that went to the Sparks event in London.
Two members from Senior Section joined us at
Alexandra Palace. It was great; there were loads

of activities of all sorts. My favourites were the bungee trampoline and the bouncy
castle obstacle course. The hall where they were in Alexandra Palace was massive,
with really high ceilings; it was awesome. But before all that there were several manic
train rides to get there. On the way there, there was one train, then we ran around
the underground catching three tube rides. At the Sparks event there were lots of
other units from the country with us. We made friends and had a lot of fun. And hope
to do it all again next time. Katy Rohling
Sparks 2016 – Swere Valley Senior Section
Sparks 2016 was being held at Alexandra Palace, in London. To travel there, we went
by train from Banbury train station in the morning and also went on the London
Underground. When we got there, the Guides and Brownies waited outside for 45
minutes, when the Senior Sections were allowed to go inside and do the activities
first. Our group went right up to the door and waited for the countdown. First we went
to the outdoor section, where we climbed and raced against Usain Bolt. When the
Guides came in, our group were on the bungee trampolines – my favourite activity in
the outdoor section. We went to some other sections where Katie and Eleanor were
the fastest group to switch over two tyres on a car. We did a blindfolded sensory trail
and bouldering, where there were so many Brownies that we couldn’t move around.
In the special Senior Section area, we made ourselves smoothies, using bike-power,
and completed a self-defence session where we got to attack each other and defend
ourselves. We were going to get henna, but the queue was very long. We watched
Julie and Megan doing yoga as we ate our lunch. We travelled home the same way
as we came, and we were very close to missing our train due to the timing of others.
We arrived back at Banbury in the evening. Victoria Rohling

Julie Wood, juliedwood46@gmail.com
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HOOK NORTON GUIDES – ‘CONNECT’
Girl guiding gets together for Thinking Day in Hook Norton
On Monday 22 February we all meet up at St
Peter’s Church; our village is blessed with four
wonderful girl guiding groups that meet once a
week on Mondays. This year we decided to
celebrate together. The girls wore their uniforms
to school and spoke out in their assembly about
what guiding was all about.
Cathy and I visited the Monday group in our
village with 6 Brownies; they asked the Monday
group if they were ever in guiding or scouting
and what they did. We sang ‘Bring Me Sunshine’
before we left.

We met later at St Peter’s church with our
guiding family and carried out various activities
that included finding out about what each unit
did, and building towers out of spaghetti; the
girls worked in mixed teams of different age
groups. They wrote to other girls in India that
are from the guiding family; by sending them
postcards, they discovered what other nations
wore as their uniforms.
The girls all drew around their hands and
coloured them in, then placed them in a circle
to connect us all together. Janet Collins spoke

to the girls about connect; we would like to thank for her time with us. We ended our
evening with our groups singing our goodnight songs.

Susannah Monelle, for the Guiding Leaders of Hook Norton

WHERE THE WILD THINGS ARE
When they were small, our children – like millions of others –
cherished a book of only 338 words called Where the Wild Things
Are, which its author (Maurice Sendak, d. 2012) describes as
exploring ‘how children master various feelings – danger,
boredom, fear, frustration’. But settled humankind seems driven
to try to eradicate wildness as a way of suppressing (rather than
conquering) our fear of disorder. There are some neglected
corners of Hooky where nettles, thistles and ivy sustain ladybirds,
goldfinch and honeybees – and a little bit of my wellbeing along
with them. Another book recommendation: Feral by George Monbiot
– part authoritative ecological treatise, part polemic against our mismanagement of
the biosphere and part a very personal meditation – of rather more than 338 words
– on how we all need on-going engagement with wildness to master our feelings of
danger, boredom, fear, frustration. He quotes many fine sources, but my favourite is
J G Ballard’s prophesy that ‘the suburbs dream of violence. Asleep in their drowsy
villas, sheltered by benevolent shopping malls, they wait patiently for nightmares that
will wake them into a more passionate world’. We wish you some wild and passionate
days, but not too many nightmares, as Hooky wakes to a new spring. David Jones

Photograh: Keith Disney
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LOCAL HISTORY GROUP
As our 2015/16 Season draws to a close, the committee would like to think that we have
managed to attract some good speakers to our monthly meetings. Last month John Hunt
gave us an excellent talk about Oliver Cromwell and his family. Speaking with minimal
notes and without illustrations he painted a vivid portrait of a man who has been much
misaligned in history. This month, on the 5 April, we welcome back Kate Tiller, who will be
talking about Chapel and Community in Oxfordshire. Kate has a long standing connection
with the group as she was one of the founding members some 30 years ago. In view of
this, and also in light of her research based on the village, she was invited to be our first
president and was happy to accept this honorary position.  Our season ends on 3 May with
our AGM. However, after conclusion of the formal part of the evening, member David Shirt
will be talking about The Rollright Stones. Meetings start at 7.30pm in the Baptist Church
Hall on Netting Street. For more information please contact me.

David McGill, Group Secretary, 737103, scotlandend@btinternet.com

HOOK NORTON WI
At our January meeting our first speaker of the year was Sylvia Vetta, who writes for the
Oxfordshire Limited Edition. She spoke of her experiences over the years as a writer,
including one where she invited well known people to tell her what items they would take
on her castaway island called ‘Oxtonia’. She once interviewed Roger Bannister as one of
her guests. She invited our members to choose two practical and inspirational items that
they would like to take with them on her island; many interesting and amusing items were
suggested.
In February our speaker was Sara Morris, who gave us a very lively and enthusiastic talk
about Incredible Edible Hooky, which is going to appear in Hook Norton very soon. The
original scheme started in the North of England, and has now spread over the country. The
idea is to be able to grow herbs and vegetables on various empty sites in the village; when
the plants are full grown anyone will be able to pick some. The first three areas will be in
the Memorial Hall garden site, East End and Watery Lane. These sites will be prepared at
the beginning of March and planted in early April.
Our next meeting in March will be the Annual General meeting. The speaker for our meeting
on May 17 will be Christine Wallace, who will be talking about Behind the scenes of the
Great British Bake Off. If you would like to come, please join us at 2pm in the Baptist
Hall; there is a small entrance charge of £3.50. A cake that Christine Wallace has cooked
will be raffled. Doreen McLaughlin
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SNIPPETS FROM HOOK NORTON PARISH COUNCIL
Your Parish Councillors are:
Emma Kane, Chair Amanda Watkins, Vice-Chair Allison Hicks
Brian Griggs   Thomas Wright    Nathan Matthews
Charles Henderson Nicholas Casson*   Derek Brotherston*

Danny Duggan*  Kate McCall-McCowan* (*Co-opted)
Hook Norton War Memorial Hall: The Parish Council has replaced the windows and
fire doors in the hall with double glazed units.
Street Furniture: The white gates at the entrance to the village in Station Road are
damaged and will be repaired as soon as possible. The Park Hill road sign is damaged
and Cherwell District Council will repair it. The Hook Norton road sign by The Firs is
missing. OCC Highways have been asked to replace it.
Potholes: There are numerous potholes in and around the village and the Parish
Council has reported many of them to OCC Highways. You can report defects in the
highway to Oxfordshire CC on http://fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk
The Glebe: Motorists are asked to note that this is a one-way street.
Children’s Play Area: Members of the public are encouraged to report anti-social
behaviour in the play area to the Police, using telephone number 101.
Post Office: this service re-opened at The Village Shop on 7 March.
Allotments: Invoices for 2016-2017 were hand-delivered at the beginning of March.
If a rent has not been paid after two reminders, the tenancy agreement will be
cancelled and the plot offered to the next person on the waiting list. There will be no
refund of rent if plots are vacated half-way through the allotment year. Councillors
agreed at the January 2016 Parish Council meeting that rents for 2017–2018 will
remain at £22/annum for a full plot and £14/annum per half plot.  If you would like
to go on the allotment waiting list, please contact me.
Cemetery: The stone wall at the lower/upper cemetery will be repaired in the spring.
Planning details: can be found in the Parish Council Minutes on the website, or on
CDC planning portal. The Parish Council can object to a planning application on
planning grounds only, or support it. It does not have the authority to approve any
planning applications or Tree Works. This is the responsibility of the District or County
Council. Residents can object to any planning application using CDC Planning Portal.
The Oxfordshire CC increase in Council Tax is expected to be 3.99%.
National Energy Foundation (NEF): The NEF is funding a study into the feasibility
of extending the gas network to Hook Norton: The Parish Council has responded to
the consultation, giving it its full support. Any consequence of this is likely to be some
years away.
Village Networks, South Northants Volunteer Bureau: A Village Networks bus
will be visiting Hook Norton on 13 April, 11 May and 15 June. Villagers will have free
access to money advice, advice on reduction of household bills, computer training,
job-seeking advice and support, volunteering opportunities and debt counselling. The
bus will stop at The Bourne (junction of Old School End) from 10.30–11.30am, and
Sibford Road (junction of The Glebe) from 11.30am– 1.00pm.
The Annual Parish Meeting: on 14 April 2016, 7.30pm in the War Memorial Hall.
The Annual Meeting of the Parish Council: will take place on 12 May 2016 at
7.30pm in the War Memorial Hall.
Elections: Cherwell goes out to election on 5 May for 16 three-member wards.
Parish Warden: Kim Cooke has resigned, we thank him for his time served as warden.

Rosemary Watts, Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer to Hook Norton PC,
rwattshooknortonpc@hotmail.co.uk
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OF

WOMEN’S INSTITUTES

OXFORDSHIRE FEDERATION

HOOK NORTON W.I.

PROGRAMME: 20122013

Meetings on the
3rd Tuesday of the Month

In
The Baptist Hall

At
2pm

Visitors Welcome

PROGRAMME 2016-2017



WI 2016-2017 PROGRAMME

2016

19�� April Intriguing Oxford
 Brian Lowe

Competition: Photograph of an Old Building

17�� May Behind the Scenes of the Great British Bake-Off
 Christine Wallace
Competition: Unusual   Cooking   Utensil

16�� June Summer Lunch

21��  June Plants and Wildflowers around Hook Norton
 Alison Rodwell
Competition: Small Flower Vase

19�� July Summer Outing to Bath

23��  August Garden Party at Teresa’s

20��  September The Hidden History of Nursery Rhymes
 Moira Byast

Competition: An  Old  Children’s  Book

18��  October Highlights of the National Gallery
 Alice Foster
Competition: A Postcard of a Painting



WI 2016-2017 PROGRAMME (contd)

2016

20��  October Bring and Buy Sale

10��  November Christmas Shopping Trip

15��  November A Walk in the Rain Forest
 Carl Portman

Competition: An Autumn Arrangement

8��    December Christmas Lunch at “The Gate Hangs High”

13��  December Christmas Tea and Entertainment

2017

17��  January Dark Age Brilliance - Mosaics of Ravenna
 Ann Sharman
Competition: Decorated Coaster

21��  February R. N. L. I. - History and Service Today
 Trevor Wood
Competition: Seaside Souvenir

21��  March AGM and Mini-Show



PRESIDENT
Mrs Catherine Sparks

01608 678449

VICE PRESIDENT
Mrs Sue Harris
01608 737494

SECRETARY
Mrs Maureen Watkins

01608 730411

ASST.
SECRETARY

Mrs Margaret Gardner
01608 737882

TREASURER
Mrs Sue Harris
01608 737494
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HOOK NORTON JUNIOR FOOTBALL
Under-14s triumph in extra time to make the Oxon FA
County Cup Final!

On a bitterly cold Sunday 6 March, a fantastic performance
from Hook Norton's under-14s team saw them overcome

Ducklington u14s to make their first ever Oxfordshire County Youth Cup final. The
opposition were winners of the top division of the Witney and District League for the
age group last season, and left the league in search of more challenging opposition
in the Oxford Mail League. They have a large (Witney and environs) catchment area,
and also feature many players who play representative Oxfordshire County football;
they are currently second in their league and had only lost two matches all season,
making the achievement of the Hooky lads – a team still largely drawn from our own
relatively small village – even more impressive.

Hooky's team spirit and determination saw them win 4-3 in the second period of extra
time with a tenacious brace from Stan Norman top and tailing the scoring, (with his
second and Hooky's fourth an object lesson in not giving up on chasing a ball that
appears to be going out of play). A crisp second from James Ingham was superbly
poached at a corner, and the third a wonderfully struck, pacey, curling free kick from
Ollie Wellstood, that a visiting defender could only glance into his own net.

A word too about the outstanding example set by the coaches, James Mayne, Mark
Ingham and Rory Shadbolt. They favour a management and coaching style of constant
encouragement, applauding good play by both teams, never feeling they have to run
up and down the line directing the players – in stark contrast to their opposite numbers
this match-day, who screamed at their players about "not wanting it enough!!" and
constantly told them where to be as though part of a live action FIFA 16 game. As
chair of the junior club, I could not have been more proud of how our players, coaches
and supporters behaved; a fine example of what we do across the whole age range
of junior football at Hook Norton.

The final takes place at Thame United FC on 17 April and we wish the team every
success in achieving the result that a performance anywhere near as good as this will
richly deserve.

Finally, the Junior FC would like to extend sincere thanks to Colette Warner of the
Sports and Social Club for making the day a memorable one, by facilitating use of the
changing rooms and providing post match hospitality for the players, supporters and
visitors.

Ian Porter, Chairman, Hook Norton Junior Football Club
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FRIENDS OF HOOK NORTON COMMUNITY LIBRARY

We need your support to make this event a success. Please come
along to the Library on 14 May to pick up bargain books and
plants. There is always a great range of both available, along
with coffee and biscuits, the chance to win raffle prizes, and of
course, to chat to friends and neighbours. It’s a great way to
browse through books and find some unexpected delights, to
pick up plants for your garden and to chat with friends over a
cup of coffee. At the same time you will be helping us to raise
the funds we need to keep the library going. We also need your
donations of books and plants to be sold on the day.

Books can be brought to the Library during opening hours in the week leading up
to the sale, i.e. from Saturday 7 May onwards. Please DO NOT bring them before
that date, as storage room in the Library is very limited. I am sorry that we will no
longer be able to accept sets of encyclopaedias, books in poor condition, videos or
cassette tapes. New or nearly new fiction, non-fiction and children’s books are
particularly welcome. If you cannot deliver the books yourself, please call me for
help.

Please do bring plants with you on the day of the sale. If you cannot deliver them
yourself, call Stella Wilson on 737469 for help.

We look forward to seeing you there.

Sue Ditchfield, FOHNCL Secretary, 737604

VICTORIA TAYLOR T/A  Miss ’T’ CateRing

 Catering for events such as:
Anniversaries, Weddings,

Christenings,
BirthdAY parties, Funerals And

private dinner parties.
~.~.~

Cutlery and Crockery Hire.

Contact Victoria Taylor on:

                                 Home: 01295 780206
                                 Mob: 07841 910037
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HOOK NORTON DEFIBRILLATORS
It has been just over 5 years since our first defibrillator was fitted in the village!
With this mind we thought we would remind you of the location of all 3
defibrillators so that should you need to locate one you know where they are.

The Pear Tree Pub, The Sun Inn Pub, The Sports and Social Club

They are situated on the outside of the
buildings in a bright green box (as shown
here), and have a key code pad. To get the
access code you need to call 999 and they will
give it to you if they think a defibrillator would
be useful.
If you would like any further information about
the defibrillators, please contact
ics67@yahoo.co.uk or call 01608 730091.

Ian & Michelle Street

CHOIRS & PLACES
WHERE THEY SING
Warriner Choral Society ask you to
join them in the beautiful church of St
Peter and Paul, Deddington for an
evening of the beautiful music of
Elgar: Sea Pictures / The Music
Makers / Pomp and Circumstance.
Saturday 14 May, 19:30. £12. For
details: www.concert-
diary.com/concert/932446208 or
01295 367441.
Ian Muddle

Shipston-on-Stour is fortunate in
having two different, yet
complementary singing groups – both
directed by Richard Emms. The Stour
Singers have been together now for
over 40 years, whilst the “younger”
chamber choir Cantamus has a record
of 19 years of unaccompanied
singing! Stour Singers’ next concert
is 7 May at St. Edmund’s Church,
7.30.p.m. Haydn’s ‘Nelson Mass’,
Mendelssohn’s ‘Nunc Dimittis’, and a
rare opportunity to hear Charpentier’s
Filius Prodigus (Prodigal Son). £12.50.
Yvonne Ridley, 01789 269587
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NEWS FROM THE HOOK NORTON TENNIS CLUB
Results of the Banbury league matches as I write this: In the Floodlit League, our A
team is 2nd in Div 1; B team is 3rd in Div 2; and the C team is 4th in Div 4.
Coaching - A weekly course Monday 4–Friday 8 April.

*The cost of the coaching courses is £32.50 (£16.25 for Tots) for non-members of
the Tennis Club; £25 (£12.50 for Tots) for members. There are discounts available
for those with 2 or more children attending from the same family.
Please note: times of the sessions are subject to change depending on numbers.
We ask all junior tennis players to become members of the club – we now have 60
junior members. The joining fee has now been reduced to £20.
Other News
The faulty floodlight has finally been repaired. Many thanks to David Hudson for his
persistent efforts in getting it fixed.
Cardio Tennis
Sessions are held Wednesday evenings, 7–8pm. Contact Marc Gilkes for
Coaching/Cardio Tennis details: 01295 265085 / 07930 406015 /
marcgilkes@fsmail.net. To play in a team or for more information contact Sue
Glasson, 730880, merrymoons1@aol.com, or see:
www.hooknortonsportsandsocialclub.co.uk or www.hook-norton.org.uk

Elaine Priestley

2�� HOOK NORTON RAINBOWS
We have been very busy over our last term, from making jam
tarts to visiting the pantomime, plus inspecting what an owl had
for tea at Warriner School Farm! Then Celebrating World
Thinking Day with our guiding family, and making mother
something special to take home – we do hope you all liked
them. On World Book day we dressed up as our favourite
book character. Janet Collins visited us for Easter and we
made palm crosses to take home. Finally, we said goodbye
to our Rainbows moving up to Brownies, with a Campfire,
eating sausages and beans and toasting marshmallows of
course. We have had a full and exciting time, we will have
left Rainbows by the time the autumn newsletter comes out, and hope that our places
will have been filled. As this is our last newsletter we’d like to thank everybody that
has helped Rainbows be the success that it is. We wish our successors to have as
much joy as we have had over the last few years.

Susannah Monelle and Hayley White

URGENT: Hook Norton Rainbows needs two or more Leaders to take over.
Please email hnrainbows@gmail.com

if you would like to have a go, and prevent it from closing in September.

Day Time Age Session Price/session

Mon 4–Fri 8 Apr 9–9.30am  3-5 Tots 2 £16.25 or £12.50*

Mon 4–Fri 8 Apr 9.30–10.30am  5-8 Mini Red 2 £32.50 or £25*

Mon 4–Fri 8 Apr 10.30–11.30am  8-9 Mini Orange 2 £32.50 or £25*

Mon 4–Fri 8 Apr 11.30am–12.30pm 10 Mini Green 2 £32.50 or £25*

Mon 4–Fri 8 Apr 12.30–1.30pm  11+ Junior 2 £32.50 or £25*
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BECOME A BEEKEEPER
Shipston Beekeepers Association is holding a two-day Introduction to
Beekeeping Course. Cost: £50 (£80 per couple).
Day 1: Saturday 16 April at Stretton-on-Fosse Village Hall, GL56 9QX.
The basics of beekeeping for the complete beginner, or those with very limited
experience of this craft. Arrive 9.30am for coffee and a prompt 10.00am start.
A light lunch will be provided. Scheduled finish time is 3.30pm.
Day 2: Sunday 17 April at The Gate Apiary, Brailes, OX15 5AX. A practical session to
see if you like handling bees.
Please contact me to book your place. Numbers are limited.
For more details about Shipston BKA, please see www.shipstonbeekeepers.co.uk

Douglas Nethercleft, 07850 352905, djn0001@aol.com
[This is a small, friendly association to which a number of hobby beekeepers in the
parish – your editor included – already belong. Regular monthly meetings take place
at The Gate in Brailes]

LAND REGISTRY – PROPERTY ALERT
A visit to the Land Registry at Coventry has convinced me of the benefits of their free
Property Alert service. This is a monitoring service aimed at anyone who feels their
property could be at risk from fraud. The examples given to me showed just how easy
it can be for someone to illegally attempt to buy or lend money against your property
without your knowledge.
All that is needed to gain protection is to sign up at www.gov.uk/property-alert and
supply your house number and postcode or title number of the properties you want
to monitor. Full information can be obtained from Land Registry.

John Wheatley

LADIES BADMINTON
Ladies social badminton in the Memorial Hall:

Tuesday evenings: 8.00 – 9.30pm
Thursday mornings: 10.00am – 12.00 midday

(Not Christmas, New Year or Pantomime weeks)
Please join us or just come for a look to see if it's for you. First session free!

Contact Vicky on 737985
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A. L. SOLE & SON
Funeral Directors

Bidston Close, Over Norton
Chipping Norton OX7 5PP

A professionally qualified Funeral Director
Providing a dignified and personal service at any hour.
Private Chapels of Rest in a peaceful garden setting.

Tel 01608 644112

Chris Smith
Your local handyman

 No job too small

 Please give me a call!

Phone 737145 or mobile 07703 202922
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GRANGE FARM FOODS
Beautiful handmade cakes for weddings, birthdays and

other occasions. Whether you would like comical
characters, exquisite handmade sugar flowers or

chocolate overload call Jane to discuss your dream cake.
Also catering for afternoon teas, canapés and buffets.
Menus created especially for you to suit your taste and

budget.
Contact Jane Abbott on 01608 737313 or by email

jane@grangefarmfoods.co.uk
Grange Farm Foods, Grange Farm, Swerford, OX7 4AX
Please call or visit our website for details www.grangefarmfoods.co.uk
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OLD DELIGHTS FOR HOOKY RESIDENTS
Many residents of Hook Norton will take great pleasure from two new entries on the
Village History Website. Both are the work of two well-known local and talented former
residents.
Joan Lawrence came to Hooky in 1958, as Miss Sharrett, to teach art at the newly
opened Secondary Modern School on Bourne Lane. She married the Revd Tom
Lawrence, and lived in Down End until Tom retired in 1983, when they moved to Great
Rollright. Throughout her twenty-five years in Hook Norton, Joan drew or painted
village scenes and often had them published as calendars, maps, or Christmas cards.
Now living in Chichester near her family, she remembers the Hooky of that time with
affection, as “a happy village, with an underlying optimism that things were improving
… a fertile and friendly place”.

Splendidly observed and drafted, her drawings record the village of the 1960s and
1970s with a precision that make it clear just how the village looked at that time and
how it has changed since. Thanks to Joan’s generosity, all the drawings we (and she)
have found now appear on the history website, offering an unusual and fascinating
glimpse of Hooky Past. They include some village scenes celebrating the traditional
crafts that were still practised in 1972, some winter scenes (did it really snow so much
in those days?), and charming pictures of some favourite locations, notably the St
Peter’s and the Pear Tree. Her minute figures nearly all represent identifiable people
– and even identifiable dogs and cats!
George Dumbleton grew up in Hook Norton and went to the village school before the
First World War. Leaving school in 1914, at the age of thirteen, he worked as a labourer
on farms for twenty-five years, then for Brymbo on the ironstone during the second
war, and later became a builder’s labourer. At the age of 62 he began writing verse
and, at some point after August 1968, wrote his many verses out by hand in an
exercise book. In 1978 a local historian, Rob Woolley, described Dumbleton as taking
on, in his verse, “the role of chronicler, recording the history, both past and present
of the village he lived in and loved most of his life.”. Now, for the first time, we have
published on the history website all the poems we have found.

The Pear Tree in Springtime, 1968
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The verses tell of old Hook Norton, its work and its pleasure; some celebrate people
and places no longer familiar, and George records local sayings, including some
fascinating ones in north Oxfordshire dialect, which he had picked up from older
workers in his years as a farm labourer. His writing is sentimental but sardonic, and
speaks of a great attachment to the village and local practices. The somewhat forced
rhymes and rhythms add to the good humour of the memories.

The green (variously called ‘Down Town’, ‘Bell Bottom’, or ‘Willow Tree Green’) in the 1970s
Both Joan’s drawings and George’s poems are recommended as delightful viewing for
all residents. We have tried to be comprehensive but some drawings and some later
verses are missing. If anyone can put their hands on others – especially Joan’s maps
of the village – we would be most grateful if we could be allowed to copy them. But
those we have already make two splendid collections, which may be found at
http://hook-norton.org.uk/history/views-of-hook-norton/. Donald Ratcliffe
This is an example of George Dumbleton’s work. Do we have any poets in Hook Norton
today? Share your art in the Newsletter!

Winter Sixty-Three
Of all the winters in my Life as far as I can see,
The worst we’ve had since I was a lad is nineteen sixty-three.
In sixteen we had a blizzard, it snowed all night and day,
But as soon as it stopped snowing it started to melt away.
We had some snow at different times that lasted a week or two,
But then with our old horses we seemed as if we got through.
In forty-seven we had a snow with drifts of ten feet deep,
‘Twas then we went snow digging and so we earned our keep.
But this one it is different, we’ve frost as well as snow,
And where are we to go to work when others have had to go slow?
With water froze and bursted pipes to keep you on the go,
But mending bursted pipes at home don’t bring in any dough.
To keep the men at home’s enough to drive them up the pole,
What’s any worse for a man who’ll work than to be put on the dole.
If I could have two wishes I’ll tell you what they’d be,
Good luck to Everybody and to Hell with sixty three.

March 1963
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Horse Riding in Hook Norton
Turpins Lodge Riding School,

Turpins Lodge,
Tadmarton Heath Road, Hook Norton

Telephone 01608 737033
See our web site for more information

www.turpinslodge.co.uk

Association of British Riding Schools Approved, Council Licensed
● Indoor and outdoor schools, so whatever the weather come and ride!
● Horses and ponies of all shapes and sizes
● Lessons Saturday, Sunday and after school
● Reduced rates 10:30 - 3:30 Tuesday to Friday
● School holidays ‘own a pony days’ and more …
● Gift vouchers available. Ideal for Christmas!
 (can be bought over the phone)

 Wherever you ride please ensure they have a council licence

VILLAGE SHOP - NOW WITH ADDED POST OFFICE!
The Post Office services have arrived!

Postal services, banking deposit services, free cash withdrawals,
Euros and US Dollars, bill, payments, vehicle tax, mobile top
ups
Post Office open same hours as shop - including weekends!

We also have our usual fresh bread, meet, cheeses, vegetables, salad and fruit
Fancy a night in with a bottle of wine and a DVD? Or gorgeous cakes to go with
a warming cup of tea?

Don’t forget that our flower department is blooming marvellous
Our trained florists can make you anything to order
Are you going to a party, want a gift or an extra special treat?
We also do weddings, special events and funerals
Remember to get your order in early, our flowers come direct from Holland, on
temperature controlled lorries

All here at your local village shop

The Village Shop & Post Office
High Street, Hook Norton, Oxon. OX15 5NQ

Tel 01608 737245 Email: enquiries@villageshophooky.co.uk
Open Mon – Sat 8am – 8pm Sundays 9am – 6pm
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HOOK NORTON CHARITABLE ASSOCIATION (HNCA)
24 & 25 June 2016 at Hook Norton Brewery
This year will mark the 20th anniversary of our
Hook Norton Music Festival!
Do you remember the old rural fayre days and
Folk in a Field or do you recall many of the
fabulous Music at the Crossroads, either
basking in the sunshine or wading through the
mud? Or, have you never experienced the annual Hooky music festival? Many of our
village folk and families have been part of this fabulous event, either as organisers,
contributors or just enjoying the music, fine
ales, food and a grand day out.
We hope to see you returning or coming
along for the first time to enjoy our annual
charity music festival in a beautiful and
iconic location close to the village centre.
We already have a host of acts confirmed
and more to follow. There will be a range
of popular musical styles across the blues,
folk and rock genres and maybe some
surprises.
Following the success of last year the
festival will again be at the Brewery. The
brewery has a longstanding connection to
HNCA and has supported the music festival
over the 20 years. The music festival is the
key fundraising activity of HNCA, raising
monies for local and national charities;
almost £90,000 has now been raised – with
your help we can make it £100,000 in this
20th year! We invite village groups and
organisations to come forward and support
our village fundraising event, please contact
us!
The success of our festival depends on the
support of our villagers, and the visitors
who come along each year to enjoy the music, so put the dates in your diary, Friday
24 and Saturday 25 June 2016!
For more details and updates on the music line-up we will keep you posted on our
website (www.hookymusic.co.uk) and Facebook page. Tickets will be on sale in our
village shops, pubs and on line. Ticket pricing is maintained as last year except a
nominal charge for Friday to help cover costs: Saturday 1.30–11.30 pm: £10 for
adults; £5 for 11–17 years; under 11’s free! Friday 7–11.00pm: £5.
If you would like to offer suggestions or to help you can contact us via our Facebook
page or website or send me an email. Any support you can offer will be appreciated.
We are always looking for stewards, people who can help with the set-up, clear away
and raffle ticket sellers.

Pete Watkins, petewatkins4@aol.com
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THE RECTOR WRITES
The Servant Queen:
Queen Elizabeth II is Britain’s longest
reigning monarch and the longest
reigning queen-regent (a female
monarch who reigns in her own right) in
history. She is therefore, the longest
serving Supreme Head of the Church of
England since its establishment in 1534.
Since her coronation in 1953, her reign
has encompassed a huge diversity of
personal experiences and rapid global
change: from rationing to moon landings,
a British Olympic year to an ‘Annus Horribilis’, wars to garden
parties; spanning 12 Prime Ministers, 97 outward state visits, over three and a half
million items of correspondence and more than 30 corgis; marked out by the joys of
becoming a mother, grandmother and great-grandmother, and the tragic death of
Diana, Princess of Wales. In all of this, however, one thing has remained consistent;
Her Majesty’s strong Christian faith.
The Queen’s annual Christmas Message is perhaps the most publicly visible articulation
of this faith, but it is hardly the only one. Over the years, the Queen has made repeated
reference to the God she serves and the importance of her faith and trust in Him. In
the records of her public speeches alone, there are allusions to a host of Bible stories
and passages; the Nativity, the Good Samaritan, the letters of St Paul, the prophesies
of Isaiah, and particularly the Gospel according to St John. And yet, for all that, we
do not hear much about this deeply significant aspect of her life and character. Even
though many commentators have noted the depth of her trust in God, her prayerful
devotion and her exercise of the faith in which she ‘lives and moves and has her being’,
the media has tended to overlook this essential aspect of The Queen’s identity,
character and activity.

So, with this year marking The Queen’s 90th Birthday, we intend to celebrate the
occasion by highlighting what a rich blessing her own personal faith has been to our
nation. Our main Service of Thanksgiving will take place on Sunday, 12 June at
3.00pm. in St Peter’s Church. There will be various exhibits on display, uniformed
groups in the village will parade to church, and a special Celebration Tea will be served
after the Service. If you would like to share some ideas or be involved with this very
special event, please do not hesitate to contact me; otherwise, I hope to see you on
the day!
In the meantime, there are lots of things happening at St. Peter’s… Breakfast will be
served in church after the 7.30am. Holy Communion on Ascension Day (Thursday
5 May), so you’ll have plenty of time to get to vote in the local elections that day! At
Whitsun (Sunday 15 May) we’re meeting in The Hall at Hook Norton School, for
our ‘Pentecost Praise’. Other happenings include our ‘Gift Discovery’ programme,
regular Fellowship and Bible Study group meetings, Font Café on Tuesday and Saturday
mornings, and our work in Hook Norton C E Primary School. For full details of all that’s
going on – and not just in the church building, but in various places around the village
– see our Notice Boards, visit www.stpeters-hooknorton.org.uk or contact one of us:
Licensed Minister, Janet Collins, 737081; Churchwarden, Mary Powell, 737463

John Acreman, 737223, john.acreman@mybroadbandmail.com

Photograh: Keith Disney
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We are Schwarzkopf of London trained
stylists, providing professional
hairdressing for both men and women
in a professional, friendly environment.
We specialise in cutting, colouring and
bridal hair.

Please drop in to make an appointment or
Late night opening Tuesday until 8pm,early closing  2pm
Thursday's and 5 pm rest of working week.
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HOOK NORTON FILM SOCIETY SPECIAL EVENT
An illustrated commentary on DW Griffith’s landmark film:

THE BIRTH OF A NATION
7pm at the Memorial Hall on Saturday 23 April

All welcome

This special event celebrates the centennial of D.W. Griffith’s film, ‘Birth of a Nation’.
Completed in 1915, it is a remarkable attempt to make a dramatic and meaningful
epic, using all sorts of unprecedented techniques to make up for the ill-developed
technology of the time. Typically, the director used a live symphony orchestra in
place of a honky-tonk piano. The film tells the story of two families – one Northern,
one Southern – caught up in the American Civil War, to the frustration of true love.
War is shown as never before, with some re-enactment of real events.
But the central message of the picture comes in its treatment of the contentious
period after the war. Griffith insists that the policy of giving equal rights to the
former slaves was a disaster which threatened white civilisation as well as the
leading characters in the story. In the end only an armed uprising of masked white
men saved the day, as they rode dramatically to the rescue of fair virtue. In
Griffiths’s view, North and South reunited in order to control the black population,
and so a nation was born on the basis of racial supremacy.
Obviously this is embarrassing stuff, made all the more relevant by the fuss in
Oxford over Cecil Rhodes and in the United States by the hate-full Donald Trump.
The film is very long, and we have reduced the playing time by choosing the most
significant extracts. The audience will be guided through these by Donald Ratcliffe,
an experienced American historian who taught at Durham and Oxford universities.
Besides providing continuity, his job is to explain the ways in which the film both
perverts American history and yet helps to explain the evolution of race relations
in the United States.

Admission £5.  Free glass of wine and canapés.
Non-members very welcome
Doors open 7pm. Film 7.30pm
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO HELP PARENTS IN YOUR AREA
We value your experience as a parent and need volunteers to
support families with children under 5 in their own homes.
Full training and expenses provided.
If you have 2 - 3 hours to spare each week, could you
befriend a local family in need?

Interested? Then come and join us!!

Contact Karen on 01295 266358

email: info@home-startbanbury.org.uk

More information is available on our website www.home-startbanbury.org.uk

Applicants will be subject to a CRB check Registered Charity No: 1114860

01295 788845
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STAGE, GALLERY AND CONCERT HALL
I visited the Yorkshire Sculpture Park to view the exhibition of American Video and
Installation artist Bill Viola. It wasn’t as dramatic as I had suggested in our December
issue. However the ‘flip-side’ was six huge sculptures by the American KAWS that proved
an unexpected delight. What on earth were these giant clumsy-footed, cross-eyed
cartoon figures, some ten metres high, doing lolloping across the hills and overpowering
major artists such as Henry Moore and Anthony Caro? Although Viola ends on 10 April,
KAWS is there until 12 June.
Our own parkland, Compton Verney (until 19 June), joins the Stratford 400th Celebrations
with ‘Shakespeare in Art: Tempests, Tyrants and Tragedy’. This is a remarkable show;
it begins with the creaking decks and howling winds of The Tempest to accompany
paintings and words. It proceeds in ‘Acts’ through Macbeth, Hamlet (worth it just to see
a magical installation depicting Ophelia’s drowning), King Lear and A Midsummer Night’s
Dream (there will be a showing in May of the ’68 film shot at CV with stars Mirren, Dench
& Rigg!). The plays are supplemented by Boydell’s Vision – reconstruction of an art
blockbuster of 1796 in Pall Mall – and many more delights. All this may take your breath
away so there’s an opportunity to take in the air with views from the house of the green
sweeps and glittering lakes of his landscape to mark ‘Capability’ Brown’s tercentenary
– indeed walk them yourself!.
For lovers of Impressionism, the Holburne Museum in Bath offers a fine display under
the title ‘Impressionism: Capturing Life’. In London, the ongoing ‘Painting the Modern
Garden: Monet to Matisse’ at the Royal Academy (to 20 April) is complemented by ‘In
the Age of Giorgione’. This is something unique, as it brings together seminal works by
such as Titian, Bellini and the mysterious Giorgione. These sumptuous works from Venice
at the beginning of the 16th century are something to savour. Such are the difficulties
in identifying a true ‘Giogione’ that visitors are invited give an opinion! This exhibition
runs to 5 June.
The National Gallery claims that Delacroix led the way for others to follow in their
‘Delacroix and the Rise of Modern Art’ (to 22 May). In an exhibition that encompasses
Impressionism, Symbolism, the Fauves through to Abstraction, there is much to please
beyond Delacroix himself – not least, at the end, three paintings by Matisse. I’m not
finished challenging you: an exhibition at the V&A explores the Renaissance master
Botticelli’s influence on artists and designers throughout the ages. ‘Botticelli Reimagined’
runs to 3 July.
Away from cerebral stresses, let me point you towards the Dulwich Picture Gallery where
a painter – unknown to me – Nikolai Astrup, is ‘Painting Norway’ (to 15 May). What I
have seen gives a delightfully fresh and vivid impression of that Nordic land – well away
from ‘The Killing’! I will end the gallery visits with news of our own Josephine Trotter
(Irvine) who has a solo show at Gallery 8 (Duke St SW1), 13-17 June. Always an exciting
painter, this promises to be a colourful display of her recent work (you can find out more
about her work at her book launch at Jaffe & Neale’s on 13 May, 6.30pm).
The Everyman at Cheltenham is showing the acclaimed play ‘The Father’ starring Kenneth
Cranham (9-14 May). I think it comes in the category of ‘not to be missed’. ‘Shadowland’
is another absorbing play; a poignant portrayal of C S Lewis and his unlikely romance,
and then loss, with the outspoken American poet Joy Gresham. You can catch it either
at Malvern Theatre (11–16 April) or Birmingham Rep (31 May–4 June). Please remember
my advance notice and recommendation of ‘Stones in his Pockets’ at Chippy Theatre
(5–16 April) and the RSC Swan rep at Stratford. Finally to London, at the Trafalgar
Studios Whitehall (to 21 May) there is an adaptation of Jean Genet’s ‘The Maids’. This
is reviewed as: ‘Intoxicated by the most stylish thriller in town’. All three actresses are
sensationally good – I’m going! (Contd on page 55)
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Mobile Caterers
MARK & TESSA DAVIDSON

Freshly Cooked Fish & Chips in Hook Norton
Friday 4:30 – 8pm at Bell Hill

Also available for any outside events, private parties etc.
Tel: 01295 812811 07875 751366

DRESSMAKER
Custom made clothing and projects to order with attention to detail including silk

bridalwear

Alterations and repairs - from remodelling wedding dresses, to shortening coat sleeves, to
jeans hems and hand sewing on badges

KATIE BICKERTON
Consultations by appointment – Hook Norton – 07870 265762



VILLAGE SHOP - THANK YOU!
The months of planning have finally paid off! The new post office counter has finally
opened, 24 hours late but we got there! We’ve received some great feedback from
customers regarding the work we’ve undertaken. To complete all we needed to do in
10 days wasn’t easy but our shop fitting team have worked wonders, worked some
long hours and created a lot of dust in the process!
Closing the store for 10 days is not an easy decision to make considering in 27 years
we have been running the shop we’ve never closed a full day other than Christmas
day but we had no other option available to us in order to get the work required done
efficiently and safely. We had a few technical hitches along the way thankfully nothing
major.
Our new stock room is now up and running too! We’re still putting the final touches
to various areas around the store, we’ve still got improvements to make to our product
ranges at the same time, but we are getting there.
Our staff are still learning about everything to do with the post office and were
continuing to monitor the staffing levels and customer service accordingly so if we
can make improvements we will. The Post Office counter will be open the same hours
as the shop this will include bank holidays; the counter offers a wide range of services
too! The 2 services we are unable to offer are Passport Check & Send services and
DVLA driving licences, these can be carried out at either Banbury or Chipping Norton.
As well mailing items we also provide banking deposit services for all banks (varies
by bank and account type), free cash withdrawals, Euros & US Dollars on demand as
well as foreign currency exchange for other countries which can be ordered in advance
in branch or online, and then can be collected at our counter. Vehicle tax, bill payment
services, electronic mobile tops ups and electricity key charging too!
Due to contract rules we are unable to provide payment services for water bills and
television licensing, also our Collect plus+ service has been terminated.
We would like to say a big thank you to all of our customers for their understanding
and patience during the closure and for all the positive comments we have received
since opening, it is hugely appreciated.
Finally, a big thank you to our staff who have really embraced everything we have
thrown at them over the last month from loads of cleaning to learning how to send
mail. They have all undertaken a massive task themselves, our trainer from the Post
Office commented that in the 3 years she has been training staff we were one of the
best teams she’s worked with! They’re a credit to us and to our customers too!

Tom, Gloria & Joe
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STAGE, GALLERY AND CONCERT HALL (contd)
Music please – as ever the Butterworth Hall (Warwick Arts Centre) provides a welcome
concert. The Philharmonia Orchestra perform Sibelius – Finlandia and his Violin
Concerto – plus Elgar’s Symphony No2. This is on 10 May at 7.30pm. A few days
before, on 7 May, at Birmingham Symphony Hall, Karl Jenkins conducts his Requiem
and an interesting composition for strings based on the 16th century architect Palladio,
which celebrates Renaissance harmony and order. Then, in a rush, you can return on
14 May for the Moscow State Orchestra. The Paganini Rhapsody by Rachmaninov
leads in to the great Shostakovich Fifth Symphony – perhaps demonstrating that
nothing compares to Russian music played by Russian performers – it’s in the blood!

John Wheatley
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WW1 CASUALTIES REMEMBERED
Samuel Ernest Embra and Lawrence Percy Grey

This is the second in an occasional series about the men with a connection to the
village who lost their lives during The Great War.

Samuel and Lawrence both served with the 1st Battalion of the Oxfordshire and
Buckinghamshire Light Infantry, and died within 10 days of each other in April 1916.
When we think of WWI it is the battlefields of France and Belgium which immediately
spring to mind – with Gallipoli a close second. British and other Allied troops also
fought in other theatres, one of which was Mesopotamia, modern day Iraq.

When war was declared the 1st Battalion was based in India, forming part of the 17th

Indian Brigade. It moved to Mesopotamia in November 1914 after war was declared
on Turkey. British troops moved there to protect the oil installations which were vital
to the British war effort. They were also there to safeguard the waterway leading to
the Gulf. The initial landings went well as little opposition was met. However, the Turks
were underestimated, as the British found to their cost when their attack on Baghdad
failed. The British force retreated to Kut-al-Amara and it was under siege for nearly
five months. The harsh weather conditions – temperatures reached 50C in the summer
– did not help matters. Many men were lost through illness, and even starvation,
rather than losing their lives in battle. Several attempts to rescue them by land and
river failed. Airdrops of food and ammunition were also attempted. It would be another
year before Baghdad finally fell.

Lawrence Grey was born in Kensworth, Hertfordshire. His mother, Jane Grey, came
from Hook Norton. As his name is on the War Memorial in St Peter's Church there may
well have been other relatives still living here when it was dedicated. He was a career
soldier and when a roll of the regiment was taken in December 1911 he was serving
with E Company of the 1st Battalion under the command of Captain F H Stapleton.
Grey was awarded the Distinguished Conduct Medal and was also Mentioned in
Dispatches. The latter was recorded in The London Gazette of 13 July 1916. Unlike
the vast majority of deaths during the conflict, he died from natural causes and is
buried in Kut War Cemetery in Iraq. Perhaps he succumbed to disease whilst the army
was under siege.

By contrast Ernest Embra would appear to have been a conscript or volunteer. When
the 1911 Census was taken he was listed as a labourer at the ironstone works. Born
in 1894, he was one of 12 children whose parents were George Embra and Sarah
Gardner. George died in January 1899 and Sarah married Christopher Dyer in
December that year giving birth to 2 further sons. In his will he named his mother as
his beneficiary.

The Commonwealth War Graves Commission website notes that Ernest was killed in
action on 6 April 1916 and is remembered on the Basra Memorial in Iraq. At present
the War Diaries of regiments that served in France and Belgium, as well as the Gallipoli
campaign, are available to view online. Those for regiments that served in other areas
may well be put online in the future. At that time further information may be obtained,
so we can perhaps establish how he died, how Lawrence Grey earned his DCM and
the reason behind him being Mentioned in Dispatches.

David McGill
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HOOKY PLAYERS
Following on from our recent pantomime – Dick Whittington – we would
like to thank all those who came over the three days and supported
the production. We were pleased to welcome
four newcomers to the panto cast and were
delighted at the performance of the nine
children who formed the chorus line. We hope
they found the experience enjoyable and, above
all, fun.
The group held its 15th Annual General Meeting
in March, where the Officers and Committee
were elected to serve for the coming year. The
summer play production will be discussed at the
next Committee meeting at the end of March,
and the details of the play released shortly after.
Hooky Players are an open organisation and are
keen to welcome new members, irrespective of
experience or talent, in acting, technical and
back-stage roles. If you are interested in
exploring the group’s activities further, please contact me.

Richard Wheelton, Chair, 737423, jhwheelton@btinternet.com

HOOK NORTON VILLAGE MUSEUM
To coincide with Hook Norton Brewery’s 150 year anniversary in 1999 – nearly 17
years ago – the Village Museum was established
within the Brewery’s buildings, an attachment to
its own Museum.
We started with a few items donated by local
village people and have since grown considerably,
now housing about 500 artefacts relating to the
people and places in Hook Norton. We also
undertake many enquiries and researches for
people not local to us, but associated with the
village.
We are members of the Oxfordshire Museum
Committee, whom we look to for advice and
guidance. Our representatives attend many of the
interesting meetings and report to us on the
progress the Oxfordshire Museum Committee is
making. At the Museum, and the Village Library,
you will find an extremely interesting booklet of
Oxfordshire Galleries and Historic Houses,
produced by Oxfordshire Museum Committee,
that you may enjoy visiting. Please call by to pick
one up and you will find our details in there too.
Should anyone be interested in finding out more
about the Village Museum, please contact me.

Jackie White, jackie@jackiewhite.me.uk
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APRIL VILLAGE DIARY
Monday 10:00 AM Monday Club - Care Group for older people Baptist Hall
Monday 6.30 PM Pilates (term time only) Sun Inn
Monday 7.30 PM Yoga (term time only) Sun Inn
Tuesday 9.30 AM Yoga (term time only) Memorial Hall
Tuesday 10:00 AM Font Café St Peters
Tuesday 7.00 PM Hooky Harriers Sports & Social Club
Tuesday 8:00 PM Ladies Social Badminton Memorial Hall
Wednesday 9:00 AM Community Morning - Mums and Tots Primary School
Wednesday 10:30 AM Coffee morning and table games Baptist Church
Wednesday 10:30 AM T’ai Chi classes (term time only) Memorial Hall
Wednesday 3:30 PM Jam Club Primary School
Thursday 10:00 AM Ladies Social Badminton Memorial Hall
Friday 9:15 AM Friday Toddler Group Baptist Hall
Friday 9.30 AM Pilates (term time only) School Study Centre
Saturday 10:00 AM Font Café St Peters
Sunday 6:30 PM Pilates/Yoga fusion (term time only) Memorial Hall

Date Time Day of week Title Location
5 19:30 Tuesday Local History Group Baptist Hall
6 14:30 Wednesday Easter Art Fun Day Library

10 15:30 Sunday Free Guides Concert St Peter's Church
13 10:30 Wednesday Village Networks bus visit The Bourne (junction of Old School End)
13 11:30 Wednesday Village Networks bus visit Sibford Road (junction of The Glebe)
13 14:30 Wednesday Reading Group Library
13 19:00 Wednesday Garden Club - Spring Show Entries Memorial Hall
14 09:00 Thursday Rhythm Time Music School Study Centre
14 17:00 Thursday Open Tap Take Over Brewery Visitor Centre
14 19:30 Thursday Annual Parish Meeting Memorial Hall
16 09:00 Saturday Compost Give Away Primary School (Car park)
16 14:30 Saturday Garden Club Spring Show Primary School
19 14:00 Tuesday WI Meeting Baptist Hall
20 10:30 Wednesday Rhymetime Library
20 19:30 Wednesday Garden Club Memorial Hall
23 19:00 Saturday Film Society Special Memorial Hall
26 19:00 Tuesday Hook Norton Knitting Group Baptist Hall
27 14:00 Wednesday Craft & Chatter Library
27 20:00 Wednesday Hook Norton Allotment Association

meeting
The Sun Inn

28 09:00 Thursday Rhythm Time Music School Study Centre
28 10:30 Thursday Carry on Learning Baptist Hall
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MAY VILLAGE DIARY
Monday 10:00 AM Monday Club - Care Group for older people Baptist Hall
Monday 6.30 PM Pilates (term time only) Sun Inn
Monday 7.30 PM Yoga (term time only) Sun Inn
Tuesday 9.30 AM Yoga (term time only) Memorial Hall
Tuesday 10:00 AM Font Café St Peters
Tuesday 7.00 PM Hooky Harriers Sports & Social Club
Tuesday 8:00 PM Ladies Social Badminton Memorial Hall
Wednesday 9:00 AM Community Morning - Mums and Tots Primary School
Wednesday 10:30 AM Coffee morning and table games Baptist Church
Wednesday 10:30 AM T’ai Chi classes (term time only) Memorial Hall
Wednesday 3:30 PM Jam Club Primary School
Thursday 10:00 AM Ladies Social Badminton Memorial Hall
Friday 9:15 AM Friday Toddler Group Baptist Hall
Friday 9.30 AM Pilates (term time only) School Study Centre
Saturday 10:00 AM Font Café St Peters
Sunday 6:30 PM Pilates/Yoga fusion (term time only) Memorial Hall

Date Time Day of week Title Location
2 Monday May Day Bank Holiday
3 19:30 Tuesday Local History Group (AGM) Baptist Hall
5 00:00 Thursday District Council elections
5 07:30 Thursday Ascension Day Communion & Breakfast St Peter's Church

8 16:00 Sunday Banbury Chamber Orchestra Concert St Peter's Church
11 10:30 Wednesday Village Networks bus visit The Bourne (junction of Old School End)
11 11:30 Wednesday Village Networks bus visit Sibford Road (junction of The Glebe)
11 14:30 Wednesday Reading Group Library
12 09:00 Thursday Rhythm Time Music School Study Centre
12 17:00 Thursday Open Tap Take Over Brewery Visitor Centre
12 19:30 Thursday Parish Council Meeting - AGM Memorial Hall

13 Friday Hook Norton Newsletter - copy date
14 09:30 Saturday FOHNCL Book & Plant Sale Library
17 14:00 Tuesday WI Meeting Baptist Hall
18 10:30 Wednesday Rhymetime Library
18 19:30 Wednesday Garden Club Memorial Hall
25 14:00 Wednesday Craft & Chatter Library
26 09:00 Thursday Rhythm Time Music School Study Centre
26 10:30 Thursday Carry on Learning Baptist Hall
28 12:00 Saturday Dog Show & Fete Gate Hangs High Inn
28 Saturday Hook Norton School half term
30 Monday Late Spring Bank Holiday
31 19:00 Tuesday Hook Norton Knitting Group Baptist Hall
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HOOK NORTON BROWNIES
We have had a busy term, with a huge range
of activities that have taught the Brownies
some new skills and promoted work within our
community. Many Brownies took part in the
village pantomime, and the rest of the First
Hook Norton Brownies supported them by
attending the very exciting Saturday matinee
performance.
During our gardening session where we planted
flowers for our mums, we were also visited by
Ally Goff from the gardening club and Diana
Barber, who told us all about Incredible Edible
Hook Norton.
We have also had some important first aid training from St John’s Ambulance, and
can now help someone who is choking or has a minor burn. We celebrated World
Thinking Day with the Guides and Rainbows at the church and at time of print we will
be ending the term with an Easter egg hunt. We are looking forward to the new term
where we will do lots of outdoors activities.
Leaders Needed
We have really enjoyed running Hook Norton Brownies for the past 3 years but both
our daughters will be moving up to Guides after the summer so we are planning to
move on too. It is a rewarding and enjoyable way to help the community, teach the
children some new skills and, in doing so, build their confidence. If you are interested
in knowing more please email Janeen and we would be happy to explain what is
involved. Janeen Wilson and Cathy Nicholls, janeenwilson3@hotmail.com

FRIENDS OF HOOK NORTON CEMETERY
At long last there are signs of spring being heralded by the
flowering of the daffodils that were donated for use at the
cemetery. The Friends hope that the yellow heads appearing
above the Tite Lane wall will bring a smile as you pass. A
cheering example of the
community working
together to make Hooky
an even better place to
live.
The weather over the last
few months has not been
conducive to clearing the
margins of dead
vegetation but, as the

better weather arrives, we will be making a start.
Once again we need to remind you all to segregate
your waste into that which will compost (large pallet bin) and that which will not
compost (green bins); failure to do this means that the volunteers have to sort through
the bin by hand, when their time can be used more productively.
We will always be pleased to receive donations of bulbs etc. as there are many areas
to plant. If you have time to help, please contact Alison Hicks at the Parish Council.

John E Blackham
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Estate Agents and Surveyors

32A High Street, Banbury, OX16 5ER
Tel: 01295 263505

12 New Street, Chipping Norton, OX7 5LJ
Tel: 01608 642111

SELLING, BUYING OR LETTING A PROPERTY IN HOOKY?
WE HAVE THE EXPERTISE AND EXPERIENCE TO HELP!

ü Experienced local staff with a partner living in the village.
ü Offices in both Banbury and Chipping Norton.
ü Advertising in both the Oxford Times and Banbury Guardian.
ü Colour listing on major internet sites including rightmove.co.uk and

propertyfinder.com
ü Specialist Letting and Management service.
ü Professional valuations and surveys by our own Chartered Surveyor.
ü Particularly attractive terms for Hooky residents.
Whatever your property needs in the village or surrounding area,

call Keith Woolley 01295 263505 or David Hawley 01608 642111
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Telephone 01295 788463 or
email jo@serenityatsibford.co.uk

For all other treatments please visit
www.serenityatsibford.co.uk

Pamper yourself
WITH ANY 3 TREATMENTS FOR
JUST £55

à Back, Neck & Shoulder
Massage

à Relaxing Guinot Facial
à Eyebrow Shape and Tint & Eyelash Tint

à File and Polish Fingers

à File and Polish Toes

We deliver daily newspapers and magazines to the village.

        Any combination of days per week  catered for.

Ring us on 01295 268499 or e-mail
info@smithsnewsagents.co.uk

Sewing for you
Frances Williams

Specialising in
Curtains, blinds & cushion making

& alterations

Tel: 01608 737297   Mobile: 07964 691274
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HOOKY PET AND HOME CARE

● Pets fed and fussed whilst owners away

Please call

Hilary Wiseman

01608 737374
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A new exhibition by Nigel Fletcher
Swalcliffe Village Hall

14 to 30 May, from 10 to 5.30
A large exhibition of both watercolours and oil paintings
made over the past two years. It’s part of the popular
Artweeks festival but as it’s such a large exhibition I
open for two weeks closing this year at 5.30 on Bank
Holiday Monday the 30th. I’ll be painting during most
opening times and happy to answer any questions about
my work or discuss commissions.
I’ve recently started both oil and watercolour drop-in
workshops at Sibford Village Hall and welcome both
regular and beginner painters, it’s a flexible and relaxed
atmosphere and I like to encourage everyone to enjoy
the process of painting. I’m also able to give private

one-to-one lessons as gifts, thats a 2hr lesson in the recipients home, they’ll paint with
my support and instruction & finish up with
their own original oil or watercolour painting.
All materials supplied, an unusual and unique
present!

Further info about expo or lessons:
nvfletcher@btinternet.com
07792 657248
Website: nigelfletcher.co.uk


