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GRANGE FARM FOODS
Handmade celebration cakes and chocolates for Birthdays,

Weddings and all other occasions.
Delicious catering menus for dinner parties, afternoon teas,

relaxed buffets or canapés.
We also produce handmade tasty dishes for you to freeze,

so if you don’t have the time to cook let us do it for you.
New – Cake Decorating courses now available!

Please call or visit our website for details www.grangefarmfoods.co.uk

Contact Jane Abbott at Grange Farm, Swerford, OX7 4AX.
Telephone: 01608 737313 or Email: jane@grangefarmfoods.co.uk.

Corporate and Trade enquiries welcome.
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FROM THE EDITORS
In the season of glad tidings, I’m
delighted to announce that we have a
new member of the editorial team.
Annie Hollingdale has joined us and
will gradually be taking over
responsibility for our advertising from
Andy Horne. Andy has stopped
counting the number of years for
which he has been in the editorial
team – on which he has filled many
different roles. On behalf of the village
and the new team members that he
has nurtured, this is an official Thank
You for all that he has done.
Many thanks to Laura Hinds for the
cover remembrance photo.

David Jones, Editorial Team,
news@hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk
From the Registers
Sadly we report the death of Doris
May Cadd aged 92. On behalf of the
village we send condolences to her
family and friends.
Three baptisms took place on 5
October in St Peter’s:
Mabel Esther Rose, daughter of Alex
and Annie Hollingdale of Hook Norton;
William Kendall, son of Kendall and
Tracey Warnes, formerly of Hook
Norton;
Rosie Katherine Troops, daughter of
Jake Troops and Jessica Stewart of
Banbury.
We wish joy and congratulations to
all.

NEWSLETTER TEAM
Advertising Andy Horne

 Annie Hollingdale
Page Layout John McCormick
Copy Editor David Jones
Distribution Verity Calderan
Proofreading Kerrie McCormick
IT/Web Support Martin Baxter
Directory Diana Barber 737428

ADVERTISING RATES (from 1/1/2015)

SIZE MONO COLOUR
Third Page £12.50 £22.50
Half Page £17.50 £32.50
Contact advertise@hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk

Donations can be posted to or dropped in to :
Hook Norton Newsletter, c/o High Wiend, Brewery
Lane. Hook Norton OX15 5NX or put in our
postbox in the village shop

NEX T ISSUE: FEBRUARY
COPY DATE: FRI 16TH JANUARY

The views expressed in the Newsletter are
not necessarily those of the Editorial
Team.

Find us on the web at
www.hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk

hook-norton.org.uk/newsletter

CHARITY NIGHT THANK YOU
In aid of Katharine House Hospice and the British Heart Foundation.
We would just like to say a big thank you to everyone who came and supported our
charity evening at the Sports and Social Club on 8 November. We had a fantastic
evening dancing to ‘No Tools Required’, and we raised £900 on the night, which was
amazing. We would also like to say a massive thank you to ‘No Tools Required’ for
giving their time and entertaining us all evening, Colette at the Sports and Social Club
for all her hard work on the night and kindly letting us use the club, and everyone
who donated a raffle prize.  A great night was had by all for two worthwhile charities.

Rachel Kershaw & Jill Deller

Christmas sale: Cherwell are selling blue bins for £10
(normally £18) until December 25;
www.cherwell.gov.uk/binordering or phone 01295
227003

Xmas bins: Same as normal over holidays.  Extra
recycling, if left beside blue bin.  Real Xmas trees recycled
if left beside brown bin (cut in half if over 5 ft)
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INDEPENDENCE FOR HOOK NORTON
Forget Scotland: Did you know that just over twenty years ago Hook Norton declared
its independence from the United Kingdom? A full record of it appeared in the Village
Newsletter in 1991 and will be made available on the forthcoming Village History
website. Here is a topical taster:

“A village meeting, incensed at the failure of District and County Councils to prevent
the dumping of rubbish in the parish by outsiders, voted unanimously to declare Hook
Norton a United Democratic Revolutionary Village. Realising this might result in a
siege, the village prepared itself by surreptitiously buying up 200,000 cans of baked
beans – thus causing a county-wide shortage – and concealing them under the stage
in the Memorial Hall.

In the face of threats (in triplicate) from the County Council, the Revolutionary
Committee established control points at the major entry points to the village, each
well-supplied by a conveniently located pub. (At that time the Wheatsheaf at the entry
on the Swerford Road and the Railway Inn on the Bloxham Road still existed). All
visitors to the village were vetted by detachments of the Hooky Home Guard. The
only problem was the number of journalists who flooded in, attracted not so much by
the story as the prospect of drinking Old Hooky on expenses.

The U.K. government responded by ringing the village with troops, stationing tanks
at high points where possible, and filling the sky with overflying helicopters. Worst of
all, the Black Watch occupied Wigginton and deliberately sent out pipers to disturb
the sleep of Hooky residents by playing all night.

The village rallied together, enjoying an enhanced sense of social cohesion. The parish
council set about wiping out unemployment, crime, poverty, class distinction,
alcoholism, expensive housing, adultery and unhappiness. Stocks were reintroduced
for malefactors. Parties of youths called on the elderly to check on their welfare and
do odd jobs. Litter was picked up. Second-hand goods and clothing were sold daily
by volunteers in the Sports Club, providing superior quality products without the 17.5%
VAT. The brewery had to work overtime.

Finally the government offered to negotiate and the P.M. helicoptered in to a secret
meeting at The Gate Hangs High. The Revolutionary Committee appointed John Miner
to meet him. At last a confidential agreement was signed, providing an honourable
way out for both parties: a pitched battle.

Village arms manufacturers worked feverishly through the night. On the appointed
day the Black Watch marched down the Swerford Road, wearing kilts but not carrying
their usual weapons. They were confronted at Beanacre Green, in front of the
Wheatsheaf, by Hooky volunteers of all ages, under the command of the Revolutionary
Committee. At the agreed time, the air was filled with custard pies flying in both
directions. Amid the mayhem many on both sides suffered direct hits. Honour had
been satisfied. Toffee medals were struck and boiled in a huge vat behind the Primary
School, and issued to all who took part.

They announced proudly: ‘HOOKY 1991—I WAS THERE’ ”

The funny thing is, no-one nowadays seems to remember it.

Donald Ratcliffe
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THE 200 CLUB
What is the 200 club?

A 200 club is a lottery with up to a maximum of 200 tickets.
For a membership of £5/month you could be in a draw each

month with a chance to win a top prize of £100, or three
prizes of £50.

In December the top prize will be £250.
St Peter’s Church 200 club

IS OPEN TO EVERYONE
To join, fill in the application form in the last newsletter.

The forms are also available from the church or from Mark
Taylor on 730089.

To be sure to be in the first draw (January 2015) please join as soon as possible in
December.

Photograph: Felicity Fox

HOOK NORTON GARDEN CLUB
The Garden Club had its AGM on Wednesday 19 November, and we hope you all
managed to attend and enjoy a mince pie with a drink and some interesting
conversation. Now is the time to renew your membership, if you are already a
member, or join us as a new member. The cost is £10 for family membership or £5
for single membership. We now have a full calendar of meetings with a speaker, plus
evening and day visits to various gardens, sometimes with a small additional fee,
otherwise it is all free to members – so you can see that it is well worth joining the
Club.
I was just about to write about how mild the weather was, when I noticed that the
temperature was 4°C (late evening), when previously it had been 12°C, so the winter
is perhaps arriving. Anyway, it is a good time to plant bulbs and sort out the plants
you will need for the Spring Show in April 2015. Don't forget that although it is a
flower and produce show there are sections for photography, baking, handicrafts and
flower arranging – and sections for children. It doesn't cost a lot to enter but
satisfaction at entering – and maybe a small prize – is to be gained.
We are looking for volunteers/committee members to help with setting up the
meetings and the shows; that means moving tables and chairs, as some of us are
not as young as we were! Any offers of help would be gratefully received.
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to one and all.

Nick Price

MAY BALL
“Spring is nature’s way of saying, ‘Let’s party!’” (Robin Williams)
And who are we to disagree? So here is advanced notice of a May Ball at St Peter’s
on Friday 8 May 2015. Tickets will be on sale from 1 February, but you can register
your interest in advance by emailing socialeventsatstps@gmail.com
We expect demand to be high for the limited number of tickets available, so register
early to avoid disappointment.

Rita Wheatley



8



9

Life coaching – Business coaching

In your life or in your work, if you want a result but you are just
not getting it, if you know what you ‘should’ do but you are just

not doing it, if you just feel worried, stressed, stuck or in a dilemma, coaching is the answer.

Improve your own resourcefulness! To discuss the impact coaching can have, contact John Snowden:
T:01608 730801 – E:js@tealstrategy.co.uk

Achieving lasting, real-world impact by taking the way you think and act to another level

building a better future

SPECIALIST
LEGAL SERVICES FOR

WHEN IT REALLY COUNTS

DIVORCE, SEPARATION, CHILDREN
AND ALL ASPECTS OF FAMILY LAW

LASTING POWER OF ATTORNEY
WILLS AND PROBATE

Nicky Gough MA MSc LLM, Solicitor
The Grain Store Springfield Farm Brailes Oxfordshire OX15 5JH

www.cotswoldfamilylaw.co.uk
info@cotswoldfamilylaw.co.uk

01608 686590
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GREAT NIGHT FOR CANCER RESEARCH UK
An Auction of Promises was held on
Friday 7 November at the Hook
Norton Sports and Social Club, to
raise money for Cancer Research UK. The auction
was a great success, and raised over £2000,
thanks to the generosity of donors and bidders
and the skill and enthusiasm of our excellent
auctioneer, TV presenter Charlie Luxton! Everyone
who attended agreed that we must 'do it again
next year', so watch out for the date in November
2015. It was a great way to start Christmas

shopping, whilst raising money for a worthy cause. Pictured is Matt Dennick who
was the successful bidder for his weight in Hook Norton Beer!
Our next outing is the evening of Late Night Shopping in Chipping Norton on
Thursday 4 December. Please come and see us in the Co-op/Beales arcade, where
there will be a Bran Tub for children and the ever popular Treasure Hunt for all
ages.

Gill Begnor

HOOKY BREWERY SHOPPING
At Hook Norton Brewery, we sell more than beer!  Come and

have a look around our Visitor Centre for all your Christmas gifts,

clothing, chutneys, Christmas cakes, pies, pasties, chocolates and a lot more.

Come along and have a browse and maybe stay for a coffee and a slice of Double

Stout Chocolate Cake!

Don’t forget to bring proof that you are a Hook Norton resident to get 10% Off Your

Beer Purchases – December and January only.

FRIENDS OF HOOK NORTON CEMETERY
We have recently emptied the Compost Bin, but find that
it is still being used for non-compostable material. Plastic
flowers, pots, wire products, oasis, cellophane and even a
suitcase have been left (see picture!). The Parish Council
intend to put a wheelie bin by the top entrance instead of
using the concrete bin.
After complaints about the colour of the bins they have
now been painted green to blend into the area. Further
clearance work has been done to expose old graves
beneath the wall between the upper and lower cemetery
We can only hope that a little more thought is given to
where the waste should go in future as the current situation
only causes more work. The time this takes can be used more productively in keeping
our cemetery a wonderful place to visit.

John Blackham
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HOOK NORTON SENIOR FOOTBALL
We are now well into the season. The first team is managed by Joe Davies and Liam
Shea and has played 8 games. It is currently lying 6th in the league table of the Uhlsport
Hellenic League Division 1 West, with four games in hand against most of the other
clubs in the division. We have won 5, drawn 1 and lost 2.
This year we have competed in the FA Vase and, in the preliminary round, beat Tadley
from the Wessex League Division 1. We then found ourselves up against much tougher
opposition in the form of Newport from the Isle of Wight, who are leading the Premier
Division of the Wessex League. We played very well and gave them a run for their
money, but sadly succumbed by 2 goals to nil. At least this result avoided the necessity
of having a replay match on the Isle of Wight on Tuesday night!
We had great difficulty in finding a manager for the second team before the season
started, but finally succeeded in locating someone, only for the person concerned to
pull out at the last minute. Darren Williams and Layi Olubaji, long standing club
members both, stepped into the breach on a temporary basis. The search for a
permanent replacement continues.
The second team are currently tenth in Division 2 West, but with games in hand also.
Running football at this level is always a hard and expensive task. Every home game
costs, and we are very grateful to those who take the trouble to turn up and pay on
the gate to give us their support and help defray the expense.
Between the two teams there are still 38 games to play (including a first team match
at home on 27 December), with the last one taking place in mid-April. A lot of water
to pass under the bridge!

Mike Barlow

ST PETER’S CRAFT FAIR & GRAND DRAW 2014
On Saturday 1 November St Peter’s Church hosted the 19th

annual craft fair. The weather was brilliant – as warm as a
summer day – the sun shone outside and the 40 stalls looked
amazing inside, with a fantastic array of superb work. Once
again the event was well attended by visitors, many from
far afield; but also, as always, the wonderful Hooky folk
turned out in force to support St Peter’s; thank you all. It is
also lovely that so many folk who no longer live in the village
put the date in their diaries and come back for this special
day to catch up with old friends whilst enjoying all that this
great event has to offer. For those who like to be very
organised – next year’s date is Saturday 31 October!
The fabulous Grand Draw, with over 80 prizes this year, was
a huge success, with all tickets sold. Several of the major prizes were won by local
folk, which was a bonus for the community! Our grateful thanks go to many individuals
and businesses who sponsored or provided prizes; too many to name them all, but
special thanks go to those who sponsored the top four: Nigel Matthews Plant Hire,
Thomas Franks & Co, King & Woolley Estate Agents, and The Hook Norton
Brewery Co. Ltd. Our heartfelt thanks also go to all who helped in any way on the
actual day in order to make this lovely event happen; with your help and support we
raised a magnificent £5,200. Many thanks again.

Jan Hughes and Becky Cooke
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MACMILLAN COFFEE MORNING
Once again, I would like to thank everyone from the village
who kindly came to the Study Centre on Friday 27 September
to support the annual Macmillan Coffee Morning. We raised
a total of £543.15, which is very good. We got £148 on the
raffle, £147.60 on donations for the coffee and £247.55 for
the Christmas Cards, with more money coming in since the
event. As ever, the atmosphere was really good, with lots
of Mums from the school, together with the regulars from
the village, lots of delicious cakes and a huge raffle table again.
Over the 19 years that I have been running the Macmillan Coffee Morning in Hook
Norton a total of about £12,600 has been collected. Well done to everyone who has
helped to raise this money in the village.

Julie Wood, juliedwood46@gmail.com

THE VILLAGE SHOP
Flowers for Christmas – Our floristry department will of course be operating up to

Christmas period, ensure you get your order in to us in good time to avoid
disappointment.

Meat Joint – We are taking orders for the Meat Joint including Turkeys and all the
trimmings for collection on Tuesday 23rd December, we have order forms instore or

if you have a specific requirement call the Butchery at the Meat Joint who will be
happy to help.

Making A Difference Locally (MADL) – Some customers may not be aware that when
you buy any Heritage Product and varying products instore manufacturers are

donating to our MADL fund which we are using in the community to support local
charities and voluntary organisations. Last year we donated to the Day Care Centre
& Playgroup. This year we have just given a cheque for £250 to the Friends of Hook
Norton Library to purchase more books for the community. Another £250 cheque
will be going to a worthy cause soon (details being finalised as this went to press)
We constantly have special offers in store across our range, they change every 3

weeks, you can check out our offers on our leaflets or see them online via our
website or www.nisalocally.co.uk

We are of course open all over the festive period, see below for opening hours over
Christmas & New Years.

Wednesday 24th December 8 am – 5 pm Thursday 25th December CLOSED

Friday 26th December 10 am – 4 pm  Saturday 27th December 8am – 8pm

Sunday 28th December 8 am – 6 pm  Monday 29th December 8 am – 6 pm

Tuesday 30th December 8 am – 6 pm  Wednesday 31st December 8 am – 5 pm

Thursday 1st January 2015 10 am – 4 pm
Tom, Gloria, Joe & All of the team here at The Village Shop would like to thank all of
our customers and suppliers for their continued support during 2014.
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Madeleine Wilson M. Sc, Mat & Studio Master Teacher
Offers

Bespoke One to One and Duet sessions
Training on Specialised Pilates Equipment

Reformers, Chairs, Barrels & Cadillac
Small Group Matwork Classes

For all Levels from Beginners to Advanced
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HOOK NORTON CHARITABLE ASSOCIATION
26 & 27 JUNE 2015

At The Hook Norton Sports and Social Club

Planning is underway for the 19th annual Hook
Norton Music Festival, with new faces in the
organising committee and new ideas. Throughout
the history of this event there have been changes needed to ensure its survival and
it’s time for some more. In response to comments received, we have looked at how
the festival could be brought closer to the village centre, how to broaden its appeal,
find more ways of involving our village groups and bring back some of the spirit of
the old Rural Fayre.
The fundamental aims are still to raise money for our village organisations and to
provide safe, quality, family-friendly entertainment. The consistent quality has
established our event as a well-respected small music festival. This reputation has
attracted visitors who come year after year and also artists who wish to appear at our
festival. We aim to maintain this standard while adding more features and variety and
attracting more of our local residents.
When the Foot & Mouth outbreak forced us away from the Rural Fayre Field, we were
kindly offered use of Ferris Hill Farm and thanks to Nigel Matthews this has been the
festival site for most of the years the event has run. For this, as an organising
committee and on behalf of our village we express huge thanks. While this site is still
available to us we have looked at other options closer to the village centre. The Hook
Norton Sports and Social Club has superb facilities and an ideal flat area at the rear
of the clubhouse. We are pleased that the club has offered to host our music festival
in 2015 and we look forward to making it a success for all.
There are some very exciting ideas for broadening the scope of the day and we will
tell you more about these very soon! So put the dates in your diary: Friday 26 and
Saturday 27 June 2015!
If you would like to express your thoughts, offer suggestions or come forward to help,
you can also contact us via our website (www.hookymusic.co.uk) or Facebook page,
or send me an email

Pete Watkins, petewatkins4@aol.com

HOOK NORTON PRE-SCHOOL PLAYGROUP
Playgroup has been very busy this term with all of our preparations for Xmas. The
children have worked hard on our wall displays and many special surprises for
mummies and daddies. You can see all the displays on our Facebook pages. We do
have a few spaces available this term if anyone would like to “ad hoc” a session, so
you can go shopping or get all those jobs at home done, before the children break
up from school. Please do contact us or speak to a member of staff.
We have a QUIZ on Friday December 5 at the Sports and Social club, starting at 8
pm. Everyone is welcome; it's £10 for teams of four. Please come and support us –
we are a charity and all the money raised goes towards new equipment and
resources for the children and enables us to keep the cost of sessions at an
affordable price!!!
For more information check out our facebook page, our website –
www.hooknortonplaygroup.org.uk – or contact me directly

Julie Riley, Manager, 730560
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FRIENDS OF HOOK NORTON COUNTY LIBRARY
It is a pleasure to report that things are more buoyant on the library
front than they have been for several years. The new system, with
volunteers working alongside the Library Manager, is proving very
successful. The library seems to have acquired a new lease of life,
with activities appealing to all ages – from the Short Story session for
adults to the very popular Halloween event for children. As one library
user recently commented, “It feels like it belongs to all of us”, emphasising the
importance of the library as a hub for the whole community.
FOHNCL held its second fundraising quiz at the Sports and Social Club on 31 November.
The event was well attended and enjoyed by all who took part, thanks largely to the
hard work and superb efficiency of Jane and Scott Orchard, aided by Jenny and Allen
Bruton. The quiz and raffle together raised a total of £309; this has been doubled to
£618, thanks to a generous offer from the builders, AC Lloyd, who had pledged to
match our funding.
I would like to thank all those who made the event a success, especially Jill Head who
worked wonders in encouraging sponsors to donate prizes, and Colette Warner who
made special arrangements to run the bar for us that night. Our thanks also go to all
those who donated prizes, including The Gate Hangs High, The Firs Garage, The
Brewery, Turpins Lodge Riding School, KMS Litho, Hook Norton Veterinary Group, The
Pear Tree and the Post Office – and, of course, to AC Lloyd.
The Friends would also like to thank the Film Society for their donation of £250, and
Joe, Tom and Gloria for nominating us for a £250 donation from Making a Difference
Locally Ltd, a charity run by Nisa. The support of local groups and businesses does
indeed make a difference, and helps to ensure the continuation of our Community
Library.

Sue Ditchfield, FOHNCL Secretary

HOOK NORTON BRASS BAND
Many thanks to all those who came to our Autumn Concert on
18 October – we had a wonderful time in the lovely setting of
St Peter's Church. Grateful thanks to the Reverend John
Acreman for assisting us in setting up in the afternoon - the
Band retired to the Gate Hangs High afterwards courtesy of
James & Paula Clarke.
As I write this short update, the Band led the Remembrance
Procession in the village this morning and played at the Service
afterwards - a thought provoking day of mixed emotions.
Our Christmas Concert is on the evening of Saturday 6 December, 7.30 pm at St
Peter’s Church, Hook Norton. This is always a popular evening, with Christmas
favourites, carols & mulled wine, mince pies - and a special "Mr C" also calls in briefly.
Children are welcome - admission is free, with retiring collection in aid of Band funds.
For the first time in many years we are to play Christmas Carols outside the Sun Inn
on the evening of Saturday 20 December, 6pm - please come along. Our traditional
format is for us to play while all those present sing along and enjoy a festive evening
with a "live" Band !! May I wish all our loyal supporters and friends a very Happy
Christmas & healthy New Year.

Martin Quartermain
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HOOK NORTON LOW CARBON
The Payments Hook Norton Residents get for heating their homes
As memories of this year's fantastic summer fade and winter kicks in, the heating bills
will soon be racking up. So it’s good news that the government Renewable Heat
Incentive (RHI, trailed in the June edition) has now been launched to help fund
improvements to your home heating. HNLC still has low-interest loans available, which
means that you can invest in low carbon heating with very little cash paid up front
and payments from the government for 7 years to follow.
To illustrate the benefits some relatively straightforward changes can bring, we have
compiled a couple of case studies. In this issue we will be looking at a wood pellet

system and in the next issue, a home with an Air Source Heat Pump.

We have a mid-terrace, 17th century, 5 bedroom ironstone house. We
received a loan from HNLC to radically improve the roof insulation and
provide renewable heating and hot water. Even with good roof insulation
the heat-loss through the walls meant air or ground source pumps were
less appropriate. We therefore replaced the 30-year old, G-rated oil
boiler with a 26kw Windhager Klassik wood pellet boiler, combined with
solar hot water. The boiler is either in summer mode or off between May
and October, with the solar thermal panels providing most of the hot

water during this time.
This model has a 150kg hopper, which means we only need to fill it once
a week in the middle of winter. You can see from the picture that the
hopper is bigger than the boiler. The boiler is so efficient we only need
to empty the ash once a month in winter and once across the whole
summer.
A smaller pellet boiler and hopper like the Grant Vector (pictured) might
be more appropriate in a smaller house.
I was pleasantly surprised at how easy the whole RHI application process
was. HNLC organized a group deal for the required Green Deal Assessments and the
EPC, and the online application system for the RHI scheme was simple to use, and
calculated and scheduled my quarterly payments there and then. An even nicer
surprise was that the payments we will receive through the RHI will be £2400 annually
for the next 7 years. This will cover the whole capital costs of the equipment that were
funded through our HNLC loan!
In terms of running costs, wood pellets are currently costing between £260-290/tonne.
Since installation in October 2011, we have used 10.75 tonnes of pellets, which
averages at a cost of about £985 per year. While we can’t compare running costs with
oil directly, we know from friends with other households of a similar size, that the
running costs are cheaper than oil systems.
The system is also a winner on the carbon reduction front. According to the
Energy Performance Certificate for the house, the average household
produces 6 tonnes of carbon dioxide heating, lighting and powering their
homes, while our home now only produces 1.2 tonnes.
Further details are on the web-site at www.hn-lc.org.uk and we are happy to share
experience and advice at our regular open meetings which are held at The Brewery
Visitor Centre every 2-3 months with the next one planned for the New Year on 14
January 2015.

Rachel and Tim Boyes-Watson
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Car parking available for customers

Hook Norton Post Office & General Stores
1 Heath Court, Queen Street, Hook Norton, OX15 5EG

01608 737382

NOW OPEN on SUNDAY

New Opening Times
SHOP & POST OFFICE
Monday to Saturday
7.00 am to 6.00 pm
Sunday
10.00 am to 4.00 pm

Bread, loaves & pas�es every day•

Fresh vegetables & fruits•

Local milk, eggs & bu�er•

The cheapest wine in the village•

Sta�onery & much more•

•

while in store

We take all UK credit/debit cards•

FRESH SANDWICHES•

NATIONAL LOTTERY•

NEWSPAPERS•

THE VILLAGE IS BUZZING!
If you have ever
wanted to try an
electric car now is your
chance. Hooky Car
Club has added an
all-electric Renault Zoe
to its existing fleet. It
will run for over 100
miles on a single
charge, so a trip to
Oxford, for example, is
well within range. The
Zoe is a practical car,
with seats for five and
a lot of boot space for
shopping, but it is
quite sprightly too.
Who says going green
isn't fun?
It's easy to join the Hooky Car Club and only costs £5 per month. Reserve a car online
and you are ready to drive.
For more information go to www.hn-lc.org.uk/joinhookycarclub or phone 07535 345885.

Tim Lunel
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HOOK NORTON WI
Our WI members have had a very interesting and busy time
since resuming our meetings in September. In September John
Chaplin came to give us a talk about how Parks originated in
England after the invasion in 1066 by William the Conqueror. It
was amazing to learn how much they have changed over the
years from private to public spaces.
In October some of our members and guests had a Guided Walk
around Oxford. Our Guide was a font of knowledge and we learnt
a lot about various colleges as we went past. We went into St
Mary's Church and sat down to hear the organ being played. It
was a tiring but enjoyable afternoon.
At our October meeting two Advisors of the WI came to talk about the history of the
WI. It started in America, then Canada and eventually came to Wales in 1915. The
first president of the WI was Lady Denman, then Diane Kepple and then Lady Brummer
of Greys Court, until her death a few years ago. At the end of October we held a Bring
& Buy sale in the Baptist Hall. We also had a very good raffle and tea and cakes which
a lot of people enjoyed.
Our December meeting will be on 16 December, when we will have Christmas food
and entertainment. On January 20 Jennie Boyle will be coming to give us a talk called
Sand, Sea and Sacred places.  Visitors are always welcome.

Doreen McLaughlin

HOOK NORTON APPLE DAY
On the afternoon of Saturday October 18, the
second HN Apple Day took place in the car park
of the Pear Tree. After a quiet start, things got
going in the second half of the afternoon and,
by the end of the day, we had sold over 400
litres of freshly pressed apple juice, some cider
kits and quite a lot of hot dogs, and raised around £700. There was also bobbing for
apples (in flour as well as water), creating the longest apple peel, cake decorating
and apple variety tasting stalls. The cider tasting competition proved to be very popular
with two ladies sharing the top spot – something to do with a superior palate my wife
tells me! The idea had always been to get those in the village that have apple trees
(and orchards in a couple of instances) to bring their apples down to the presses during
the day or leave them in the apple crates provided for the five days prior to the event.
The majority of the proceeds will go to Hook Norton Community Smallholding, with
donations made to other local organisations and charities.
Thank you to everyone who helped by providing or collecting apples, setting up and
running stalls or presses, as well as everyone who came along and made the event a
success. Although the Apple Day has been organised and run mostly by members of
the HNCS we would like to make it an independent community event with much
broader participation. If you would like to get involved next year, as an apple donor,
a collector or a helper on the day, please contact us at info@hncs.org.uk. We are also
hoping to get keep a record of who has apple trees and would be prepared to donate
apples next year. If you would like to be on this list please send your details to the
same email address along with the number of trees you have.

Hugh Robertson
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Chris Smith
Your local handyman

 No job too small

 Please give me a call!

Phone 737145 or mobile 07703 202922
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HOOK NORTON HARRIERS
Sunday 21 December will see the 8th running of the Hook Norton Harriers' Christmas
Canter. The race venue will be the Sports and Social Club, as usual, and the race will
start at 11 am. It is normally a fairly light-hearted affair, so fancy dress is very
welcome. In the past we have teams of elves, "Where's Wallies" and various other
spectacles!
All finishers will receive a mince pie and a hot drink – mulled wine or a hot cuppa,
your choice. All are welcome, and you can either pre-enter via the Harriers' website,
the runbritain website or turn up on the day. It is a race with a great Christmas
atmosphere, so come along and take part. Dee Hailey

FRIENDS OF HOOK NORTON SCHOOL (FOHNS)
The friends of Hook Norton School welcome you back to a new school year.
Sadly, we say goodbye to Kate Luxton and Wiz Wintle, the outgoing Co -Chairs, who
have steered FOHNS through two fantastic fundraising years. They have been a brilliant
duo with good ideas, great organisation and even greater stamina! Their hard work
and dedication have helped to raise lots of money for Hook Norton Primary school
during this time. Special thanks also go to Helen Koch who has stepped down after
several years as a trusted treasurer. This leaves the committee with a smaller team.
If you have children at the school and are interested in giving your time and energy
to this good cause then we would appreciate your support very much! It’s a good way
to meet people, make friends and support your school community.
Last year, over £7,700 was raised through fundraising projects. This money has gone
directly to resources in the school – the state-of-the-art interactive whiteboards in
each classroom and a super new computerised maths scheme, as well as other useful
equipment.
Did you know that we have a Facebook page, where you can follow us and
find out about FOHNS events?
We are all looking forward to our annual Christmas fayre – which this year is on
Wednesday 3 December – from 5-7pm. Visit Santa in his grotto, buy gifts, play
games, win prizes and stop for a mince pie and a glass of mulled wine!
Events for the coming year include a skittles night, another family Bingo afternoon
and Hazel and Kevin’s ever popular Quiz night at the Sports and Social Club. The
Bike and Bake sale is always a good way to pick up a bargain bike ready for the
spring. As ever, we will finish the year with the summer BBQ.
We appreciate the unwavering support of parents, friends and all members of the
community who turn up at the events and make a contribution. Thank you very much!

Alison Driver, The FOHNS Committee

HOOK NORTON SPORTS AND SOCIAL CLUB
Christmas Family Bingo

Friday 12 December – Doors Open 7pm
Entry: Adults £1 / Children 50p / Members FREE

Prizes for the best Christmas jumpers!
Raffle, Toys, Games, Vouchers, Hampers, LOADS of Prizes to be won

£100 Prize Flyer
Doors open 7 pm - All Welcome
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1ST HOOK NORTON GUIDES
On Saturday 4 October at 10.30 am the 1st
Hook Norton Guides and Senior Section went
to the Big Gig (a concert) in Wembley Arena.
We set off on the coach from Hook Norton
Primary School and by then were very excited
about the day ahead of us. The theme this
year was to go in neon clothes. When we
arrived we all got given pink flashing bunny
headbands. When we got in to Wembley arena
there were 10,000 other guides there; it was
so loud! A couple of minutes later, once we
had sat down in our seats, we went to buy
some goodies for the concert – sweets,
popcorn and drink. When it started we all
screamed – it was even louder than the
concert before. The acts that were performing
were Little Mix, Union J, Diversity, Mike
Dignam, Neon Jungle and Kingsland Road.
They were all amazing. Also a big Thank You
to Julie, Teresa, Megan and Katie for taking
us.

Esme Knight

On Monday 10 November, we had Wendy and Rosey come and do some double dutch
skipping with the guides. They taught the girls how to get into the ropes, but also turn
the ropes for others. They all took it in turns to run into the ropes and out again, which
was a lot of fun. We are planning to purchase our own ropes, so that we can practice
more with new steps and moves. Many thanks Wendy and Rosey.

Julie Wood, juliedwood46@gmail.com
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2ⁿ� HOOK NORTON RAINBOWS
Rainbows returned this term, welcoming Susie,
Isabella, Daisy, Willa and Isabelle, who have now
taken their promise, along with me and Alice our
Young Leader. This Term we have also welcomed
Holli and Millie, who are doing their Duke of
Edinburgh and have been joining us in our
activities; they have all fitted in, and the girls
enjoy having them around each week. We would
like to thank them for their help that they have
given us so far, and hope that they might like to
stay on with us in the future.
We have had a busy few weeks, with lots of fun activities; I will mention a few: On
Monday 29 September the girls were given the opportunity to create their very own
mystical woodland creatures with clay, at the Warriner School; watch out for them
on your evening stroll!! On 20 October the Rainbows got together with the Brownies
for a fantastic Halloween party enjoying Apple bobbing, doughnut eating, games
(including making mummies out of the young helpers) and so much food! The girls
all entered into the spirit with some very spooky costumes. Sunday 9 November we
marched alongside our guiding families; we started at the village green at 10.15 am,
and this year we were very proud to have a Flag – carried into to church by Pippa
McArdle – alongside our wreath, which was laid by Hetty Cooke. The rest of our
Rainbows carried on to the Matthews Memorial Hall to have their own little talk by
Shelia Smith – who we would like to Say a huge thank you to for taking on this task
for the last few years. We then made book marks with poppies on to remember the
day.
By the time this goes to print we will also have celebrated with the Brownies a
Christmas party, and will have said goodbye to Annabelle, Rosie, Poppy and Pippa,
so we wish them all luck in the future and hope that they love Brownies as much as
Rainbows.

Hayley White, Assistant Rainbow Leader
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2015 DIRECTORY OF SERVICES
Would you like to be included in the

2015 Hook Norton Directory of Services?
This brochure of names and numbers for local businesses and places of interest is
distributed along with the February Village Newsletter and included on the village
website, reaching everybody living in and around the village.
As well as the obvious advantage of advertising our ever-increasing number of local
businesses, this brochure and website is intended to inform villagers of contact names
and numbers for the many local organisations that we have, under headed categories.
Entries need to be in by 31 December.

Thank you for your support
If you would like to be included in the next directory, you can either fill in the
application form below and deposit it in the box in The Village Shop, or send it to:

Diana Barber, Dove Close House, Scotland End, Hook Norton OX15 5NR
or information for your entry can be emailed to Diana at :

diana.barber.gemini@gmail.com
To help with the printing costs, a donation of £6 for the Hook Norton Newsletter

should be attached to all forms or sent electronically to:
Account: Hook Norton Newsletter,

Sort Code: 08-92-99 Account Number: 65249518

Your Details

Name............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Phone Number....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Donation sent in the form of........................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Cash/Cheque/Direct payment

Directory Details

Category..............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Business / Organisation Name................................................................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Contact Name.......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Contact Number.............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Mobile Number (if available)........................................................................................................................................................................................................................

E-Mail Address....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Web Address............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................



HOOK NORTON MARKET
Held on every second Saturday from 9 - 12 midday

A variety of stalls including bric-a-brac, collectables, cakes,
plants, cards, jewellery and much more

Lots of bargains
To hire a table (£3 / £6) ring Julie Tobin on 737952

The market will be held in the Memorial Hall

28
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BAPTIST CHURCH
Somehow our contribution to the last newsletter got lost in cyberspace, so I apologise
for its non-appearance and hope that this one gets through!
That item reported on a successful Family Fun Afternoon on September 7, when more
than 40 children and parents came for an afternoon of activities, story, crafts, puppets
and cream teas. Another is scheduled for November 30, from 2-4.30 pm. We have a
team of enthusiastic teenage puppeteers, trained by Ian and Elaine of Holiday Club,
and we hope they will be able to do puppet shows at similar events in the future.
Lee Woodward is now working for the church part-time, with responsibility for pastoral
visiting, youth and children’s work. He is in the church office Wednesday and Thursday
mornings if anyone wishes to contact him (737315).
On the evening of October 31 a group from the church, bearing lanterns, “prayer-
walked” the local streets, in an attempt to counter the harm that we believe could
result from Halloween celebrations. Children out “trick-or-treating” were given “bags
of hope” containing sweets, an activity, and leaflets for both children and adults
explaining why it was not a good idea to celebrate Halloween. We are not a bunch of
kill-joys, as anyone who has attended our Holiday Clubs or Just Desserts will know,
but we are alarmed at the extensive celebration of darkness and evil, and the
encouragement of children to play tricks on people who don’t give them what they
want. Dressing up as demons and witches may seem like harmless fun, but we believe
it could lead to a fascination with the occult and all the inherent dangers associated
with that.
Some churches host “Light Parties”, to counter the darkness of Halloween, in fact our
church did that for several years. Jesus said that men loved darkness rather than light
because their deeds were evil (John 3 verse 9) but that “whoever lives by the truth,
(of the gospel) comes into the light” (verse 21). John also described Jesus as “the
true light that gives light to every man.” How much better, then, to celebrate light
rather than darkness, good rather than evil, and all the good, positive things that light
brings?
Soon it will be Christmas, when we will be remembering the coming of the Christ-child,
an event heralded by hosts of angels lighting up the sky, and a very bright star piercing
the darkness. The birth of Jesus fulfilled the prophesy of Isaiah, who said, “The people
who walked in darkness have seen a great light…”
Jesus is that light, shining in a dark and dreary world. ”I am the Light of the World”,
he said, and you are invited to join us in worshipping him at any of our Christmas
services. Please come!
December 21 10.30 am. Carol service, led by Lee Woodward. Includes drama, also

gifts for the children.
December 24 11.15 pm.  Communion
December 25 10 am. Christmas Day Family Service, led by Liz Ridler.
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity: Service January 18 at 6.30 pm, sharing with
all the churches of the area. The speaker will be Mike Tydeman, minister of Bloxham
Baptist Church
Just Desserts: We apologise for the cancellation of the event on November 22. The
next Just Desserts will be a quiz night on January 24, and then we look forward to
the return of Steve Price, the illusionist, on February 21.
Youth Groups (Shared with St. Peters): Phone for details.
Leaders: Mike Gage, 01295 680506; Nigel Whitehead, 730602;
Jane Whitaker; Rosemary Searle, 01295 276050, Liz Ridler, 737400,
Dorothy Smith 737266. Hall Bookings: Janice Quartermain, 737269

Dorothy Smith
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LOGS
TOP QUALITY,

SEASONED HARDWOOD
STACKING SERVICE AVAILABLE

01608 738109 / 07581 205451
DAVID RANDALL FORESTRY

A r e  y o u  h o l d i n g  a n  e v e n t  t h a t  y o u  n e e d  t o  h i r e  c u t l e r y
a n d  c r o c k e r y  f o r ?

I  h a v e  e n o u g h  f o r  1 2 0  p e o p l e  i n c lu d in g  c r u e t s ,  m il k
j u g s ,  s u g a r  b o w ls  a n d  s e r v in g  s p o o n s

1 5 p  a n  i t e m  a n d  r e t u r n  i t  d ir t y !
P i c k  u p  a n d  r e t u r n  r e q u ir e d  f ro m  S w a lc li f f e

F o r  p r i v a t e d in n e r  p a r t ie s  f o r  1 0  t o  t h e  o n e - o f f  p a r t y
f o r  1 2 0  g u e s t s ,  a ll  y o u  n e e d  t o  d o  i s  c a l l:

V ic k y  T a y lo r
O n

0 1 2 9 5  7 8 8 9 2 4  /  0 7 8 4 1  9 1 0 0 3 7
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THE BELL INN
Most of you are familiar with our centuries old pub, even if you did
not use it regularly. Don Radcliffe shared some interesting research
on The Bell back in the February ’14 Newsletter, taking us back nearly
two centuries! How many pubs could you go into and see people of
such varied backgrounds as used enjoy a pint together in The Bell.
From tradesmen to vicars, from teachers to United Nations envoys, all equal over a
pint of Wye Valley HPA. Sadly, you will now also be familiar with the current situation.
The current owners bought it, closed it and wish to turn it into a house.
So where are we now? A recent application for Change of Use to residential was turned
down by CDC. However, at the time of writing, the owners have submitted another
application to turn The Bell into a house, with CDC likely to make a decision on this
in the coming weeks. This appears to be similar to the original declined application
but you never quite know what will happen.
Is all lost for those of us who love The Bell? Not yet. The Bell has been listed as an
Asset of Community Value by CDC and as such we, as a village, may have a chance
to buy it and return it to the hub of the community it once was and could be again.
Yes, times have changed but I for one am not prepared to stand by and watch
something as valuable to the village as The Bell be lost to the community. So, we can
stand idly by or we can try and do something about it. Firstly, comments need to be
submitted to CDC on the current planning application (if it is not too late) and secondly,
watch out for the meetings I hope to arrange to discuss a potential purchase.
Some of you may be thinking “I don’t really care about The Bell”. What I would say
is that you don’t have to be a fan of something to appreciate its importance to others
and hence still support it in some way. If anyone would like more details then please
feel free to contact me. Many thanks. Roger Cooke, cooker1967@gmail.com

NEWS FROM GREAT ROLLRIGHT PRIMARY SCHOOL
Time has flown by since we returned to school in September, it is hard to believe that
we are now so close to Christmas! After initial settling in, our weeks have been filled
to bursting by harvest celebrations (including a large donation to the Banbury Food
Bank), our participation in Children Singing for Children – the large singing event in
Banbury – and various fund raising events, in addition to busy everyday routine. Now
we are looking forward to the joy of Christmas in school, with our Nativity and Carol
Service in St Andrew’s Church. This time of year is always extra special in school.
We opened school in September with the largest number of pupils on the school roll
the school has ever had: 98! The school is still organised into four classes, with one
class using a small section of the school hall as a classroom, resulting in a very
overcrowded room. However, I am delighted to tell you that the first stage of our
much needed replacement classroom build is underway. We are hoping for completion
of stage one at the end of March 2015.
We were sadly unable to obtain any government funding for this project but, thanks
to the amazing team work of the Great Rollright School community, we have £165,000
towards the first stage of the building. The Friends of Great Rollright are continuing
to raise money, as two further stages will need funding before the project is complete.
One of our fundraising ideas is our “Buy a Brick” campaign. We are selling bricks at
£5 each, and every brick is a ticket in a raffle which will be drawn next March. The
prize is one twentieth of a race horse from the Charlie Longsdon Racing Stable for a
year. If you would like to buy a brick, then get in touch with the school on 01608
737202 or head.3408@great-rollright.oxon.sch.uk. Everyone at Great Rollright School
wishes you a peaceful Christmas and a happy 2015! Anne Hewett, Co-Headteacher
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LOCAL HISTORY GROUP
The subject of the December meeting on the 2nd is The Great Rollright Plane Crash,
presented by James Tobin. 70 years on from this event, James will be sharing his
research into this disaster in which eight out of the nine crew members were killed.
On 6 January the speaker will be Hooky resident, Brian Rider, who will be talking about
The Battle of Edgehill. Continuing the local resident theme, Sarah Morris is our speaker
on 3 February. Sarah's choice of subject is King Henry VIII's Travels around
Oxfordshire.
Meetings are held in the Baptist Church Hall, Netting Street and start at 7.30pm.
This year marks the centenary of the outbreak of World War I. To mark this event,
the Local History Group has published a booklet “Hook Norton, In Memoriam
1914-1918”, which gives details of those with a connection to the village who died in
this conflict. Copies of the booklet, which costs £3, can be obtained either from the
village shop or directly from me. If you would like further details about the booklet,
please contact me.

David McGill, 737103, scotlandend@btinternet.com,
Sunnybank Farmhouse, Scotland End

WILDLIFE NOTES
It does not seem that it is two months since I put together the notes for the October
Newsletter. Here we are in December, approaching the end of another year. However,
there are not many observations to report.
Janice Quartermain has told me about a sparrowhawk she had seen which had caught
a pigeon and also about a kingfisher she had noticed by the Rop Stream. High winds
in October resulted in a peregrine falcon taking shelter on St Peter's Church tower.
Tim Burchell was one of those who saw it. Tim also saw three cormorants flying over
the village.
Now a question – has anyone seen any common lizards around the village in recent
years? Over the years loss of habitat has led to a decline in numbers. However, there
may have been some here in the past making use of the dry stone walls in the area.
If anyone can recall ever seeing these reptiles, please could they let me know. They
exist in the south of the county, as some have been photographed around Cholsey.
One thing I noticed when I moved here in 2000 was a distinct lack of grey squirrels.
We continually saw them in our garden in London, yet when we moved to Hooky there
did not seem to be any around. Recently I've seen a few in the trees behind the Manor
House. Have they made a comeback to this area or have they always been here but
in fewer numbers than say London or any other large cities?
As usual please let me know of your observations for future editions of the newsletter

David McGill, 737103, scotlandend@btinternet.com
Owl Rescue
On 4 October a couple stopped at The Pear Tree to ask for directions to the Vet. They
had picked up an injured Tawny Owl. Next morning the owl was taken to the practice,
checked over and transferred to Chrissie’s Owl Rescue Centre, where it made a full
recovery. He was successfully released in favourable weather and habitat near
Stonesfield. Thank you on behalf of the owl to everyone involved in helping him
To learn about Chrissie’s work, see www.chrissiesowls.com or tel. 01993 891618

Tim Burchell
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We deliver daily newspapers and magazines to the village.

        Any combination of days per week  catered for.

Ring us on 01295 268499 or e-mail
info@smithsnewsagents.co.uk
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REMEMBRANCE
[Thirty-odd years ago Angus Irvine took on overseeing the arrangements for the annual
Remembrance Sunday Parade and Church Service for the villages of Hook Norton, Great Rollright,
Swerford and Wigginton. With a faithful little group of helpers, and in close liaison with the Poppy
collection organisers, his efforts have fostered an appropriate and deeply moving act of
remembrance which, each year, has been wonderfully supported by the local community. I, like
so many in this community, are indebted to Angus for his commitment to this and many other
good causes in these villages.
To mark his handing on of the management role, Angus was asked to give a ‘Recollection for
Remembrance’ at this year’s Service; it was indeed a most apposite and thought-provoking
reminiscence, delivered with passion, sincerity and his customary humility. This is what Angus
said. John Acreman]
Recollection
On June the 5 1944, when I was 14 years old and living in Chiddingfold, Surrey, my
brother and I were woken up by the sound of vehicles driving along a track about 300
yards from our house. This track had not been used by vehicles for years, and so we
leaped out of bed onto our bicycles to investigate.
We then saw a long and unending flow of military traffic, equipment, armed cars,
Brengun carriers and lorries packed with soldiers. The queue of vehicles was travelling
very slowly, and stopped at different times. We got talking to the men, asked them
where they were going and, although they said they were heading for Portsmouth,
they did not give us a reason, although they themselves obviously knew. They were
all tremendously cheerful and fired up with excitement.
We rushed back and forth from our house carrying biscuits, apples and cider, and it
was an exciting time for us. There must have been similar echelons on many obsolete
tracks up and down the country, keeping off the ordinary roads, all going in the same
direction.
The following day we heard the D-Day landings were taking place, and we realised
where these soldiers had been going. For the rest of my life I have seen them still so
vividly, remembered how very young they were, their laughter, their cheerfulness,
their jokes – and they must have known that half of them were not likely to come
back. I am sure that many people here will have similar memories.
30 years ago I had the honour and privilege to take over running, with the Rector,
the Remembrance parade and service. Now I shall be handing on to the next
generation. As it comes round each year, I reflect that this act of remembrance has
been going on for 96 years, because friends, children and grandchildren of those brave
people who fought to give us our freedom want to remember and thank them. We
must never forget that, because of their sacrifices, we can today say what we like
about our politicians without being locked up by the Secret Police.
20 years ago this service was stopped by two individuals who said we were glorifying
war, and that instead we should forget. When we revived the service 2 years later,
the church was a full as it is today. I felt reassured that the great majority of us don’t
want to forget.
During the last 25 years, at our rehearsal, I have listened as the Rector has explained
to the children who come forward with their banners and their wreaths – representing
the different groups, clubs and societies of this village – the reason for the
Remembrance Service, and I have noticed how his words are received in rapt silence,
and you can hear a pin drop.  I am sure that these young people will not forget.
I am now getting out of my depth, but I cannot help thinking of the connection between
Jesus, dying in agony for our freedom, and those young men who also faced terrible
wounds and death for our freedom. We must never forget their sacrifice.

Angus Irvine
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We are a

MASTERS  OF  COLOUR
SALON

achieved in London  with  Schwarzkopf  International

We  can do ‘Hair Up’ for Weddings, Parties and Balls.

Open until 8pm on Tuesdays

Come along  and  meet  us

Telephone: 01608 737073

SAFARI SUPPER 2014
Well, what a night it was! This year we had 131 people traversing their way between
the Sun and 30 different host houses for main course and dessert, before returning
to the pub for a few musical numbers from the talented Evie and Grace, and then
Dave & Stuart (of ‘No Tools Required’), who ramped up the tempo for dancing ‘til
late! We were blessed with some fine weather, which made getting around more
comfortable! Thanks to all hosts who opened their homes to (sometimes) a bunch of
strangers and provided the food; and thanks to Mick, Amber and the team at the Sun
for their generosity and all they did to make our job easier. The resulting amount
that we’ve been able to donate to selected causes is just short of £1500. We have
donated £100 each to charities chosen by Dave and Stuart, who gave their time free
of charge. The remainder has been split 4 ways, and each of Hook Norton Primary
School, Hook Norton Playgroup, St Peter’s Church, and Hook Norton Care Group
received £320. Next year’s Safari is already in the calendar – 26 September 2015!
Watch this space.

Kevin Hope and the Safari Supper Team
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LOCAL KART RACER ENDS THE SEASON ON A HIGH
After a year of mixed results, with
spins, spills and shunts, Calum
George of Hook Norton rounded
the year off with a great final race
at the Little Rissington Karting
circuit in October.
Because of shunts and poor
finishes in the heats Calum was
forced to start from grid No 26 –
the back row – in the final, but his
Gillard kart was going well after
working on the chassis to gain
more corner speed, and he needed
a good result.
At the start Calum let them all go as he didn’t want to get involved in yet another
shunt, then he pushed hard, overtaking them as fast as he could. He drove impeccably;
making no mistakes, he overtook two in one corner and then, a few laps later, he
overtook three at the slow left-hand, dog-leg corner – two on the way in and one on
the exit. As they rounded the next left he was forced to defend hard, with a kart
alongside, but he went for the inside line and secured the place.
During the final laps Calum closed on Myles Gray in 13th place; he tried three times
to get past and, on the final right-hand bend, Myles defended so Calum went around
the outside. As they closed on the chequered flag Myles used all of the track on the
outside but Calum stayed flat out with two wheels on the grass, fully alongside Myles;
the results showed just 0.07 seconds separated them with Calum just losing out due
to being slowed on the grass!
It was a great end to a difficult year, with Calum finishing in 14th place, ahead of 12
other racers. So Calum ends the year on a high, with a great result, knowing when
the kart works well his speed is able to show. In 2015 Calum is hoping to move up to
challenge the front runners, if his machinery is capable of it.To get involved or support
Calum, please email me or see http://calumrgkarting.webs.com/

Steve George, steve.george@mail.com

HOME COMPUTER ASSISTANCE

Would you like to make better use of your PC?

Upgrades

Repairs

Internet Connections

Email Configuration

“In-Home” Advice

01608 730989 (24 hour answerphone)
Email: hcassist@dial.pipex.com
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WyaA’s Farm Shop, Hill Barn Farm, Great Rollright, Chipping Norton, OX7 5SH.
Tel: 01608 684790 Email: henrys_butchers@outlook.com

Limited Stock Available
So Pick up the phone

and Order Now

01608 684790

Order Your Christmas Meat Early
and Let the Festivities Begin...

12lb+ Farm Fresh Turkey
3lb Smoked or Unsmoked Gammon
1lb Homemade Sausage meat
1lb Homemade Chipolatas
1lb Homemade Cocktail Sausages
1lb Smoked or Unsmoked Streaky Bacon

All this for £50All this for £50

Christmas Orders can be Collected
from the shop or Delivered to

your door with no extra charge.
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LIBRARY NEWS
Tel: 01608 737793 Email: hooknorton.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk
Opening Hours: Monday  2.00 pm – 5.00 pm 6.00 pm – 7.00 pm

Wednesday 2.00 pm – 5.00 pm
Friday  2.00 pm – 5.00 pm 6.00 pm – 7.00 pm
Saturday 9.30 am – 12.30 pm

The FOHNCL (Friends of the Hook Norton Community Library) volunteer team is now
fully operational. Most days there are two volunteers in the library, helping me with
a wide range of everyday library tasks. As their knowledge and skills develop, I know
many library customers are coming to value the volunteers and their talents as much
as I do. Please note on Monday evenings between 6 pm and 7 pm the library is
completely operated by volunteers and to ensure the volunteers are able to help you,
please remember to bring your library card (ticket) with you. Even at other times,
especially when it’s busy, it will be quicker and easier to borrow and return books with
a library card. If your card is lost, please ask a member of staff to look into organising
a new one for you. Don’t forget, however busy I look, I’m always happy to help, so
please don’t hesitate to come and find me if you need help, want to make a suggestion
or talk about a book you’re reading or would like to recommend.
Welcome to our 4 new volunteers; Doreen, Jill, Pippa and Elsa who are starting this
month and also Lucy our Duke of Edinburgh volunteer and Maureen who kindly delivers
books to the Home Library Club in the Baptist Hall.
The library continues to thrive and we held a number of very successful events in
October. We hosted ‘A Book at Teatime’ for adults. Gill, a masterful storyteller read
a short story and this was followed by tea, cake and chat. We had a good turnout,
including 2 members from the ‘Blokes Book Club’. At half-term we had a very
successful ‘Spooky Stories and Creepy Crafts’ event. 28 children delighted us with
their amazing creepy creations; cat masks, magic wands, trick or treat boxes and
vegetable scarecrows. The children painted, glued, sprayed glitter and stuck autumn
leaves on anything that didn’t move; it was a lovely happy event, and I can’t wait for
the Christmas storytime and crafts. These events are for everyone, not just library
members, and they are free. Please check the library noticeboard for information
about future events.
Once a month the children from Hook Norton Primary School visit the library and their
visits have allowed me to show the children how to use the online Library Catalogue,
which allows library members to request books from other libraries, and have them
delivered to Hook Norton Library. This is a free service for the under 18s. I have also
enjoyed hearing about the school’s reading for pleasure scheme and, to support this,
the library is launching a ‘re-design your favourite book cover’ art competition this
month. Call into the library for a colouring sheet. There will be prizes!
As well as thanking the FOHNCL and the volunteers for their continued support and
help, I would also like to thank Nisa shop in Hook Norton for nominating the library
for the Making a Difference Locally fund and a generous donation of £250. Also we
would like to extend our thanks to County Councillor George Reynolds for his interest
and support in the Hook Norton Community Library Friends group as this helped
endorse a successful bid for funding towards promotional materials and equipment to
develop the children’s area in the library. Finally, huge thanks to all the customers
who visit and use Hook Norton Library.
I wish you all a very Happy Christmas and best wishes for 2015.

Karen Seymour, Hook Norton Library Manager
(I am currently reading The Bone Clocks by David Mitchell)
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Bloxham Table Tennis Club
Every Tuesday, 7:00pm-8:30pm @ The Ex-Servicemen’s Hall Bloxham

BloxhamTableTennisClubinvitesnewandexistingvillagerstocomeandplaytabletennis.

We are particularly interested in juniors who wish to learn to play the sport and are offering a 6week
tabletenniscoursefor11-16 yearolds.

If you are in this age group and wish to participate, please come along and introduce yourself at our
TuesdayclubnightorcontactBobDunkinforfurtherinformation.

BloxhamTableTennisCluboffers:
§ Afriendlyandwelcomingatmosphere
§ Greatfacilitieswiththreenewtabletennistables
§ AnexperiencedETTAcoach
§ Opportunitiestoplaycompetitivelyinthelocal league

Ouraimistoencourageanewgenerationofplayerstocomeandjoinusandimproveourclubstandard.

Contact us:
Bob Dunkin 07779734390 | Andrew Wilson 07747774707 | WayneGubbins07788287245
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1ST HOOK NORTON BROWNIES
It’s been a very exciting term for the Brownies, who have made the best of the good
weather with as many outdoor events as possible, including a nature trail through the
woods spotting different types of trees and leaves.
We learned to work together and about the
incredibly brave and strong girls around the
world who have to walk for miles to collect
water every day. By walking from Wellbank to
the school carrying buckets full of water, we
began to understand how hard it is for those
girls around the world to obtain something as
basic as water. Wateraid came to explain how
hard it is to obtain clean water in certain
countries, and we were asked to think of ways
to raise money for Wateraid and to save water
at the same time.
We worked towards some badges too and also
found time to learn some dance moves from
Joanne Mills school of dance.
Finally, we ended off an action packed term with a brilliant Halloween party with our
friends from the Rainbows, thank you to and Susannah Monelle and Hayley White for
making this a wonderful event.

Janeen Wilson and Cathy Nicholls

COTSWOLD SPINNERS, WEAVERS AND DYERS GUILD
The Guild had a good turnout for the AGM on 7 November. There was a wonderful
display of items made throughout the year by members for the public to see. After
our December break we start off the New Year programme on Saturday 10 January,
with instruction from two of our members on the Inkle Loom for beginners and the
experienced.
Saturday February 14, there is a clinic for sick spinning wheels, demonstrations of
Drum Carding & Fibre Blending, Navajo Plying and Precision Spinning.
On Saturday March 7, we will be making Coiled Baskets with Wool.
All happening at the Baptist Hall from 10 am to 4 pm. Do come along and join us for
any of these meetings, visitors and guests welcome.

Briar Noonan, 01295 690836, carolnoo@aol.com
Brenda Crocker, 01295 690337, bcrafty4u@gmail.com
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NEWS FROM THE HOOK NORTON TENNIS CLUB
To play in a
team or for more
information
contact Sue
Glasson,
730880,
merrymoons1@
aol.com, or
see:
www.hooknorto
nsportsandsocia
lclub.co.uk or
www.hook-
norton.org.uk

Elaine
Priestley
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STAGE, GALLERY AND CONCERT HALL
I will forbear to mention that it is the Pantomime Season – oh yes it is!
Stratford is particularly on song. The RSC double-helping of Shakespearean
comedies – ‘Love’s Labour’s Lost’ and ‘Love’s Labour’s Won (also known as ‘Much
Ado About Nothing’) have been well praised, and my tickets are booked (runs to
March). I am wary of too many modern productions (I certainly was for the
‘Othello’ at the Oxford Playhouse last month but my Hooky Lit. colleagues, who
went, said it was fabulous.). These Stratford plays are set either side of the First
World War, and the dazzling set is modelled on Charlecote Park. A wonderful
Christmas present!
Sadly I am too late to suggest the Swan Theatre production, starring that amazing
actress Eileen Atkins in a fine revival of the Jacobean tragicomedy, ‘The Witch of
Edmonton’. So instead take a trip to London’s The Old Vic, to see Kristin Scott
Thomas as Sophocles’s heroine in ‘Electra’. She is exceptional in a show of sorrow
and rage that has clearly moved her up into the top echelons of classical actors.
The play runs to 20 December.
The Galleries offer excellent exhibitions in addition to Turner and Constable. In this
respect I should perhaps qualify my remarks of last time – I expressed doubt as to
Constable ‘the master’ against Turner. Having now seen both I have to say that
the paintings by Constable on show are truly masterful!
The National Gallery is staging ‘Rembrandt: The Late Works’ until 18 January.
Every review is in awe of the paintings on display – this is a must-see exhibition.
Along Piccadilly, at the Royal Academy, there is a far-less well known 16th century
painter, Giovanni Battista Moroni - but his portraits are superb. An example you
may well have seen in the National is ‘The Tailor’ (1565-70) – at the RA there are
many more to delight the eye; on up to 25 January.
You couldn’t go to more extremes than then visit the other exhibition at the same
gallery, the pop artist Allen Jones! No, I’m wrong - even more at variance in terms
of the human form, at the Courtauld Gallery, are the outrageous nudes of Egon
Schiele. But that is the challenge of art!
A lot less demanding, and most enjoyable, is the exhibition at Compton Verney:
British Folk Art. I wasn’t sure I would enjoy it but once there I was fascinated by
the sheer variety of objects; from ships’ figureheads and quirky shop signs to
elaborately crafted quilts and paintings by self-taught artists such as Alfred Wallis.
It finishes on 14 December. and I urge you to go before then.
At the Oxford Sheldonian on 20 December (7 pm) there is a concert by the Oxford
Philomusica of Tchaikovsky’s Violin Concerto in D major Op35; full of musical
fireworks and Brahms’s Piano Concerto No2 – symphonic and grand.
In Birmingham’s Symphony Hall on 10 December (2.15 pm), the CBSO perform
Elgar’s Enigma Variations with other English delights – Walton’s Violin Concerto
and Britten’s ‘Theme of Frank Bridge’.
There are, of course, a host of Christmas Concerts to be enjoyed but I will finish –
although it clashes with the Sheldonian – by recommending the Chipping Norton
Choral Society’s concert, featuring Benjamin Britten’s ‘A Ceremony of Carols’ Op28
and Bob Chilcott’s ‘On Christmas Night’. This is at St Mary’s Church, Chippy at
7.30 pm on 20 December. A lot of local talent will be singing that evening!
Have a wonderful Christmas and may your stockings be filled with vouchers for
plays, exhibitions and concerts!

John Wheatley
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www.firs-garage.com
Family business established 1960

Tel: 01608 737349 / 737641 Hook Norton, OX15 5DD
Extensive range of new
and used cars & 4x4’s:
petrol, diesel & electric
Part exchange welcome

All-new Mitsubishi Outlander 4x4

We look forward to seeing you, the kettle is on!

Service
MOT Parts
Bodyshop
Fuel Shop
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SNIPPETS FROM HOOK NORTON PARISH COUNCIL
Your Parish Councillors are:

Emma Kane, Chairman  Amanda Watkins, Vice-Chairman
Allison Hicks     Derek Brotherston
Peter Millar     Nick Casson
Jem Hayward    Charles Henderson
Nathan Matthews   Thomas Wright     Brian Griggs
Planning Update
14/01087/F D J Stanton Engineering, Railway Farm, Station Rd. Demolition of
existing farm buildings and erection of new build industrial building with associated
vehicle yard and car parking. Objection. The application was refused by Cherwell
District Council on 3 October.
14/01738/OUT Nursery Ground Ltd, land north of Railway House, Station Rd, outline
application for 48 houses, access, open space and landscaping. Objection.
14/01825/OUT Gladman Developments, Sibford Road, outline application for 54
houses. Objection.
14/01769/F A C Lloyd, Bridge House, Station Rd, demolition and rebuilding of former
railway abutment wall. Objection.
Conclusion of External Audit 2013/2014 - The Parish Council accounts 2013 -
2014 were formally signed off by the external auditors, BDO LLP on 10 September
2014 with no matters arising.
The Parish Council budget for 2015 -2016 will be discussed and set at the
December meeting
Hook Norton War Memorial Hall Councillors are looking at the cost of replacing the
windows with double glazed units. The Parish Clerk has sent the audited Memorial
Hall accounts 2013 - 2014 to the Charity Commission.
Hook Norton Neighbourhood Plan (HNNP) - This was sent to Cherwell District
Council (CDC) in July and the consultation period ended on 23 October. The Parish
Council is working with CDC to appoint an Examiner.
Dog Fouling – Dog fouling is a nuisance in some areas of the village. People can
confidentially report dog fouling offences to help CDC’s enforcement officers target
hotspot areas and fine owners who fail to clean up after their dog. Offenders who fail
to clear up after their dog can receive an on-the-spot fine of £50, which can increase
to £1,000 if the case proceeds to magistrates’ court. To report an offence visit
www.cherwell.gov.uk/dogfouling
Allotments – If you would like to go on the allotment waiting list, please send your
name address, and telephone number to the Parish Clerk
Cemetery - The Parish Council is seeking volunteers to join the ‘Friends of Hook
Norton Cemetery’ group to assist with general tidying and maintenance of the
cemetery. Please contact Councillor Allison Hicks at allisonhicks@tiscali.co.uk if you
would be willing to help.
Cemetery Compost Bin – residents are politely asked not to put flower wrappings,
plastic or oasis in the new compost bin. Please put these items in the bins provided.
Volunteers Required – The Parish Council is seeking more ‘environment champions’
to look after vegetation in areas of the village. Volunteers carry out minor work and
report anything to the Parish Council that they cannot undertake. If you are interested
in helping to keep your part of the village tidy, please contact Councillor Jem Hayward
at jem@briksdal.co.uk.

Rosemary Watts, Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer to Hook Norton PC,
rwattshooknortonpc@hotmail.co.uk
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HOOKY PLAYERS DRAMA GROUP
PRESENTS

2015 PANTOMIME
`CINDERELLA’

Directed by Wendy Gordon
On Wednesday 28th through to Saturday 31st January

Wed-Fri: 7.30 pm; Sat: 2.30 pm and 7:30 pm
at the Memorial Hall, Hook Norton.

The box office will open from the 5th January 2015.
To reserve tickets, contact Sheila on 01608 730355

or e-mail - sheila.littlenook@gmail.com
where further details will be available.

HOOK NORTON KESTRELS

The Kestrels enjoyed a visit to the RSPB
Otmoor Nature Reserve in October - we
went dipping in the ditches and found
water scorpions. Continuing the wet
and muddy theme in November, we
went to Whichford Woods after some
hefty rain storms. Russell Collins had
kindly given us a bag of clay to make
biodegradable clay models – some of
the art work included a caterpillar, an
adorable mouse, some friendly and
some scary faces and a very fat bat.
If your child might be interested in
joining Kestrels please give me a call.
Future meetings include going star
gazing and a fossil hunt.

Tabby Lucas

Free Items for Collection:
1. A good quality, comfortable, royal blue

armchair
2. Mini stereo CD/radio/cassette with

separate speakers. 5-CD auto-changer
not currently working

Contact: Rebecca Watts,
watts.rebecca@virgin.net



48

HOOK NORTON BELLRINGERS
The bells of St Peter’s were re-cast in 1949, paid for by the people of the parish to
celebrate the end of the Second World War, and to act as a war memorial. So, although
our bells have very many joyful uses – ringing for celebrations from the everyday
weekly services, through the great church festivals of Easter and Christmas, to the
joy of weddings and other national events – the ringers remain very conscious that
ringing them is also an act of remembrance. Hence, every Remembrance Sunday, we
hear the melancholy tone of the half muffled bells as we walk up to join the parade
at the green.
So the anniversary of the First World War is an event that we feel we can’t allow to
pass without marking it in some way with our bells. As ringers, we can’t pretend to
understand the rights and wrongs of the politics of the war, or to grasp the horrendous
scale of losses that took place. However, the inscription on the tenor bell includes the
words ‘in Memory of the Sons of Hook Norton who died for the Sacred Cause of Liberty
and Freedom’. So, it is those ‘sons’ – 33 of them listed on the war memorial in the
church – who we propose to remember. The Hook Norton that they left was very
different to the one we live in today but, nevertheless, they all lived, worked and
played in the same fields and lanes as us. And all of them were individuals who were
loved, missed and finally mourned by a generation of people living in our village who
helped to shape the way it is now.
Therefore we will be paying respect to the memory of each of these individuals, by
attempting to ring a ‘Quarter Peal’ (c. 45 min set piece) on the anniversary of each
of their deaths.
Our first attempt will start at 7:30 pm on the 2 December. Ernest Alfred Heritage died
at the age of 18 at the First Battle of Ypres. The 1911 census lists Ernest as a
‘Houseboy’ living in South Side, Hook Norton, the son of a quarryman working in the
Ironstone quarries. He joined the 1st Battalion of the Grenadier Guards who landed
at Zeebrugge on the 7 October. The battalion suffered huge losses, with only 4 officers
and 200 men surviving the battle – an attempt to prevent German forces advancing
on the strategic channel ports of Calais and Boulogne.
Please take a moment to reflect on his life and listen to the bells remembering him.

Sally Austin
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THE RECTOR WRITES…
From the ‘Season of Remembrance’; All Saints
Day, All Souls-tide and Remembrance Sunday, we
move on through the Season of Advent. These four
weeks leading up to Christmas give an opportunity
to share in the ancient longing for the coming of
the Messiah, and to be alert for His Second
Coming.
At St Peter’s, the focus of our thoughts will
continue to be on looking forward with hope! The
celebration of Christmas reminds us again of the
sure and certain hope that has been set before us,
by God visiting His people. He came to be with us.
He was born in that stable in Bethlehem, to both
experience at first-hand what it’s like to be human,
and for us to see in Jesus what God is like.
In the Christmas Gospel reading (John 1 v.1 to
v.14) we are reminded that ‘in Him (Jesus) was
life, and that life was the light of all people. The
light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.’ At the moment,
the world does seem to be a pretty dark and dismal place, with so much to regret
about the past and so much to concern us about the present. But because of the
events of that first Christmas, when BC turned to AD, we need not be hopelessly
groping about in the dark. Now that God is with us we can look to the future, walking
confidently in His light, with the sure hope that one day Jesus will return. And when
He does, He will turn this upside-down world the right way up… now there’s a cause
for celebration! So why not come and celebrate with us the reason for the season!

John Acreman

St Peter’s At Christmas

Sunday 21 December
6pm: Christmas Carol Service

(The church beautifully illuminated courtesy of Derek Brotherston)

Wednesday 24 December (Christmas Eve)
5pm: Crib Service

11.30pm: Holy Communion

Thursday 25 December (Christmas Day)
10am: Birthday Celebration

For further details of all that’s going on,
see our Notice Boards and Website,
 www.stpeters-hooknorton.org.uk

or contact: The Rector, John Acreman (737223)
john.acreman@mybroadbandmail.com

or our Lay Minister, Janet Collins (737081)
or the Churchwarden, Mary Powell (737463)
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THEFT OF CATERING TRAILER IN HOOK NORTON
Thames Valley Police is appealing for witnesses
after a catering trailer was stolen overnight from
a farm in Hook Norton. Between 9pm on Tuesday
(14/10) and 9.18am on Wednesday (15/10),
offenders stole the catering trailer (pictured) –
which is a recently refurbished 1956 Airstream
Flying Cloud model – as well as an 8ft by 4ft
fridge/freezer trailer, from a yard at the farm. The
fridge/freezer trailer was seen being towed away
from the farm at around 9pm by a vehicle,
possibly a gun metal grey Audi A4 estate 4x4
model. If you have any information, please contact
PC Carrie Crook from Banbury police station, via
the Thames Valley Police Enquiry Centre on 101.

Samantha West, Neighbourhood Policing Administrator

LADIES BADMINTON
Ladies social badminton in the Memorial Hall:

Tuesday evenings: 8.00 – 9.30 pm
Thursday mornings: 10.00 am – 12.00 midday

(Excluding Christmas and New Year weeks!)
Please join us or just come for a look to see if it's for you. First session free!

Contact 737985
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PLEASE NOTE NEW CONTACT DETAILS

DENIS WYNN & CO
SOLICITORS

12A  NEW STREET                            TEL. 01608 643036
CHIPPING NORTON                                     01608 642157
OXFORDSHIRE   OX7 5LJ

    EMAIL : denis.wynnlaw@gmail.com

Conveyancing (written quotations on request)
Matrimonial & Family

Wills & Trusts. Probate. General family business

Home visits easily arranged for the housebound



DECEMBER VILLAGE DIARY
8:00 AM Baptist Prayer Meeting - Saturdays Baptist Hall
9:15 AM Friday Toddler Group - Fridays Baptist Hall
10:00 AM/8:00 PM Ladies Social Badminton - Thursdays (10 am), Tuesday (8 pm) Memorial Hall
10:00 AM Monday Club - Care Group for older people - Mondays Baptist Hall
10:00 AM Font Café - Tuesdays and Saturdays St Peters
10:00 AM Community Morning - Mums and Tots - Wednesdays Primary School
10:00 AM Coffee morning and table games - Wednesdays Baptist Church
10:30 AM T’ai Chi classes - Wednesday Memorial Hall
1.30 PM/6:30 PM Pilates - Friday (1:30 pm), Sunday/Monday (6:30 pm) Primary School
3:30 PM Jam Club - Wednesdays Primary School
5.00 PM The Drop Youth Group - Years 4-9 - Tuesdays Youth Hall
7:00 PM Hooky Ukes - Mondays Sun Inn
7:00 PM Zumba Class - Thursdays Primary School
7.30 PM Yoga -  Mondays Primary School
7.30 PM Yoga -  Monday Primary School
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1 19:00 Energize Youth Group for Yr 7 upwards Youth Hall
2 19:30 Local History Group Baptist Hall
3 17:00 FOHNS Christmas Fayre Hook Norton Primary School

5 20:00 Playgroup Quiz Sports and Social Club
6 18:45 Film Society: Of Horses and Men Memorial Hall
6 19:30 Brass Band Christmas Concert St Peter's Church
10 14:30 Reading Group Library
11 09:00 Rhythm Time Music Hook Norton School Study Centre
11 19:30 Hook Norton Classic Wheels Sun Inn, Hook Norton
11 19:30 Parish Council Meeting Memorial Hall
12 19:00 Christmas Family Bingo Sports and Social Club

13 09:00 Village Market Memorial Hall
15 19:00 Outlook Youth Group for Yr 10 upwards Youth Hall
16 14:00 WI Meeting Baptist Hall
20 18:00 Brass Band Christmas Carols (outdoor!) Sun Inn
21 10:30 Baptist Christmas Carol Service Baptist Church
21 11:00 Hook Norton Harriers' Christmas Canter Sports and Social Club
21 18:00 Anglican Christmas Carol Service St Peter's Church
24 17:00 Anglican Christmas Crib Service St Peter's Church
24 23:15 Baptist Christmas Holy Communion Baptist Church
24 23:30 Anglican Christmas Holy Communion St Peter's Church
25 09:00 Rhythm Time Music Hook Norton School Study Centre
25 10:00 Anglican Christmas Birthday Celebration St Peter's Church
25 10:00 Baptist Christmas Day Family Service Baptist Church
25 10:30 Carry on Learning Baptist Hall
30 19:00 Busy Bees Knitting and Craft Club Baptist Hall
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JANUARY VILLAGE DIARY
8:00 AM Baptist Prayer Meeting - Saturdays Baptist Hall
9:15 AM Friday Toddler Group - Fridays Baptist Hall
10:00 AM/8:00 PM Ladies Social Badminton - Thursdays (10 am), Tuesday (8 pm) Memorial Hall
10:00 AM Monday Club - Care Group for older people - Mondays Baptist Hall
10:00 AM Font Café - Tuesdays and Saturdays St Peters
10:00 AM Community Morning - Mums and Tots - Wednesdays Primary School
10:00 AM Coffee morning and table games - Wednesdays Baptist Church
10:30 AM T’ai Chi classes - Wednesday Memorial Hall
1.30 PM/6:30 PM Pilates - Friday (1:30 pm), Sunday/Monday (6:30 pm) Primary School
3:30 PM Jam Club - Wednesdays Primary School
5.00 PM The Drop Youth Group - Years 4-9 - Tuesdays Youth Hall
7:00 PM Hooky Ukes - Mondays Sun Inn
7:00 PM Zumba Class - Thursdays Primary School
7.30 PM Yoga -  Mondays Primary School

3 18:45 Film Society: Omar Memorial Hall
5 19:00 Energize Youth Group for Yr 7 upwards Youth Hall
6 19:30 Local History Group Baptist Hall
8 09:00 Rhythm Time Music Hook Norton School Study Centre
8 19:30 Hook Norton Classic Wheels Sun Inn, Hook Norton
8 19:30 Parish Council Meeting Memorial Hall
10 09:00 Village Market Memorial Hall
10 10:00 Spinners, Weavers & Dyers Guild Baptist Hall
14 14:30 Reading Group Library
14 19:30 HNLC Open Meeting Brewery Visitors' Centre
16 23:59 Hook Norton Newsletter - copy date
17 18:45 Film Society: The Lunchbox Memorial Hall
18 18:30 Week of Prayer for Christian Unity Service Baptist Church
19 19:00 Outlook Youth Group for Yr 10 upwards Youth Hall
20 14:00 WI Meeting Baptist Hall
22 09:00 Rhythm Time Music Hook Norton School Study Centre
24 19:30 Just Desserts Quiz Night Baptist Church
27 19:00 Busy Bees Knitting and Craft Club Baptist Hall
28 19:30 Hooky Players: Cinderella Memorial Hall
29 10:30 Carry on Learning Baptist Hall
29 19:30 Hooky Players: Cinderella Memorial Hall
30 19:30 Hooky Players: Cinderella Memorial Hall
31 14:30 Hooky Players: Cinderella Memorial Hall
31 19:30 Hooky Players: Cinderella Memorial Hall
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OATS
INDEPENDENT HEALTH FOOD

& SUPPLEMENTS SHOP
OPEN 9 am - 5 pm, Monday to Saturday

26 HIGH STREET
CHIPPING NORTON

FREE DELIVERIES IN HOOK NORTON,
IF YOU SPEND OVER £10.

PHONE 01608 646556

YOU ARE WELCOME TO COME AND DISCUSS YOUR MINOR
HEALTH ISSUES WITH US - WE MAY BE ABLE TO HELP. IF
WE CAN’T, WE HAVE PROFESSIONAL SUPPORT AVAILABLE

EITHER IN THE SHOP OR BY PHONE.
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Estate Agents and Surveyors

32A High Street, Banbury, OX16 5ER
Tel: 01295 263505

12 New Street, Chipping Norton, OX7 5LJ
Tel: 01608 642111

SELLING, BUYING OR LETTING A PROPERTY IN HOOKY?

WE HAVE THE EXPERTISE AND EXPERIENCE TO HELP!

ü Experienced local staff with a partner living in the village.
ü Offices in both Banbury and Chipping Norton.
ü Advertising in both the Oxford Times and Banbury Guardian.
ü Colour listing on major internet sites including rightmove.co.uk and

propertyfinder.com
ü Specialist Letting and Management service.
ü Professional valuations and surveys by our own Chartered Surveyor.

ü Particularly attractive terms for Hooky residents.

Whatever your property needs in the village or surrounding area,
call Keith Woolley 01295 263505 or David Hawley 01608 642111



Printed by KMS Litho Ltd - 01608 737640 - kmslitho.co.uk

01295 788845

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO HELP PARENTS IN YOUR AREA
We value your experience as a parent and need volunteers to
support families with children under 5 in their own homes.
Full training and expenses provided.
If you have 2 - 3 hours to spare each week, could you
befriend a local family in need?

Interested? Then come and join us!!

Contact Karen on 01295 266358

email: info@home-startbanbury.org.uk

More information is available on our website www.home-startbanbury.org.uk

Applicants will be subject to a CRB check Registered Charity No: 1114860


