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Estate Agents and Surveyors

32A High Street, Banbury, OX16 5ER

Tel: 01295 263505
12 New Street, Chipping Norton, OX7 5LJ

Tel: 01608 642111

SELLING, BUYING OR LETTING A PROPERTY IN HOOKY?

WE HAVE THE EXPERTISE AND EXPERIENCE TO HELP!

 Experienced local staff with a partner living in the village.

 Offices in both Banbury and Chipping Norton.

 Advertising in both the Oxford Times and Banbury Guardian.

 Colour listing on major internet sites including rightmove.co.uk and
propertyfinder.com

 Specialist Letting and Management service.

 Professional valuations and surveys by our own Chartered Surveyor.

Particularly attractive terms for Hooky residents.

Whatever your property needs in the village or surrounding area,
call Keith Woolley 01295 263505 or David Hawley 01608 642111

beautybeauty

Larkfields | Tadmarton Heath Road

Hook Norton | Banbury

Oxfordshire | OX15 5DQ

Telephone 01608 730926

Email: claire@azurebeauty.biz

Claire Gregson 

(C.I.B.T.A.C./B.A.B.T.A.C.)

AESTHETIC AND COMPLEMENTARY THERAPIES

Azure Beauty offers an extensive range of massage, beauty and holistic treatments.

Ring Claire for a brochure or more information. 

Gift Vouchers Available
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FROM THE EDITORS
We have a new member of the team so 

we say welcome and a big thank you to 

Janice. 

The editing of the Newsletter this 

month has been a joint effort between 

Helen and Janice, who will be taking 

over this role for future editions. 

Please bear with us while Janice learns 

the ropes.

WELCOME JANICE
Helen and Andy will share the page 

layout of future issues on an alternating 

basis; one issue on, one issue off.

Sadly we report the deaths of Angie 

Brown and Jean Evans, 76, of Sibford 

Ferris (formerly of Hook Norton). On 

behalf of the village, we send our 

condolences to their families and 

friends.

Janice, Helen & Andy

news@hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk

NEWSLETTER TEAM
Advertising CAN YOU HELP FILL THIS GAP?

Distribution Verity Calderan

Proofreading Emma Callery

IT/Web Support Martin Baxter

Treasurer CAN YOU HELP FILL THIS GAP?

Directory Diana Barber

ADVERTISING RATES
SIZE MONO COLOUR

Third Page £10.00 £20.00

Half Page £15.00 £30.00

Please contact advertise@hook-norton-newsletter.

co.uk

Donations can be put in the 

Newsletter Box in the Post Office or posted to: 

Hook Norton Newsletter, c/o Hook Norton Post Of-

fice, Queen Street, Hook Norton

NEXT ISSUE: APRIL:

COPY DATE: 15TH MARCH

The views expressed in the Newsletter are not 

necessarily those of the Editorial Team

www.hook-norton.org.uk/newsletter

MAKE HOOK NORTON AN EVEN BETTER PLACE

TO BE, NOW AND FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS
A Neighbourhood Plan provides a new way for 

local communities to influence the planning of 

the area in which they live and/or work under a 

legal basis provided by the Localism Act 2011.

How would you like to see our village develop now and for our future generations?

As part of the process of understanding the opinions and needs of our community we invite you 

to complete a short questionnaire outlining what is important to you. This questionnaire can 

be found on page 53 of this edition of the newsletter and these are to be returned by 

end of February by posting in marked boxes distributed around the village shops and centres. 

In developing a robust and sustainable Neighbourhood Plan the Steering Group seeks to both 

inform and involve the residents of Hook Norton. More information can be found on the 

website www.hooknortonneighbourhoodplan.org.uk. You can also contact the Steering Group 

Chairman Jonathan Muller 01608 738295
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LOGS
Barn Stored, Seasoned 

Logs and Kindling

Please call 

01608 737728, 01608 730481 

or 07967 317820

Landscape & Garden Design

William
Curtis

Mobile:  07738 075868
Telephone: 01608 737589
Email:  will_curtis@hotmail.co.uk

William Curtis BSc. Hons.
19 Ironstone Hollow, Hook Norton, Banbury, Oxon, OX15 5NA
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IS THERE A METEOROLOGIST IN THE VILLAGE?

results with the rest of Hooky on the village website?

The website team would love to be able to show really local historical and current weather 

together to make it work. If you have such a station, please get in touch with team@hook-

norton.org.uk

CHRISTMAS CANTER
The sixth Christmas Canter took place on 

Sunday 16 December 2012, amid a brief 

respite in the wet and gloom of the preceding 

weeks, on a morning of winter sunshine. Over 

150 runners took part in the multi-terrain 

gallop of ‘6 country miles’, many signing on 

for the race on the actual morning. I suspect 

this may have been influenced by an early 

morning peek through the curtains to see 

what the day was like!! (A couple of years ago 

the race was postponed because of two feet 

of snowfall the day before. It's always the risk 

of a winter race.)

This year there was a greater element of fancy 

dress, with Banbury Harriers running as a 

team of ‘Where's Wally?’. But there was also a 

liberal sprinkling of Santas and what I took to 

be pantomime dames (all of them men – any 

excuse!!). As usual, there was a happy festive 

atmosphere among the competitors and the 

marshals, and a welcome hot mince pie and 

mulled wine in the clubhouse after the finish.

The eventual winners were James Bolton of 

Woodstock Harriers in a time of 42 minutes 

12 seconds, who incidentally won our Hooky 

6 race in the summer, and Emma Curtis-Smith 

of the Bearbrook Running Club in a time of 48 

minutes 28 seconds.

The Hook Norton Harriers would like to take 

this opportunity to thank all the inhabitants 

of Hook Norton for their kindness and 

forbearance during our races, 2–3 days each 

year. We would like to make special mention of 

Mrs Chapman of Manor Farm, Great Rollright, 

who very kindly allowed part of the Christmas 

Canter course to be run on her private land, 

for which we thank her.

If there are any villagers out there who would 

like to get a bit fitter in 2013 or just shift some 

Christmas podge, do come along on a Tuesday 

night. Details are available on our website 

(hooknortonharriers.org). 

Chloe-Anne Jane, the daughter of Leon and Louisa-Anne Houseman (née 

Lauren Mary, the daughter of Brendon and Sarah Sabin (née Blackham) of 
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We are your local electricians

1 Heath Court, Queen Street, Hook Norton, OX15 5EG

01608 737382

Monday to Saturday  

8.30am to 6.00pm

Monday to Friday 

9.00 to 5.30pm 

Saturdays

9.00am to 12.30pm

•

•

•

•

•

NATIONAL LOTTERY

NEWSPAPERS
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HOOKY CRAFTERS 

who enjoy making handmade paper and 

ribbon, embellishments to create cards, bags, 

for special occasions, Halloween, Christmas, 

Easter, birthdays, anniversaries, weddings and 

cheer someone up! No experience or skills 

necessary, but a sense of humour and ability to 

The club costs £7.50, which includes all the 

materials required to make the projects. Club 

already runs in Bloxham if you'd like to see us 

Lisa Barton – lisa.barton@hotmail.co.uk

HOOK NORTON WI 
In November, Clare Norton came to talk to us about the Banbury Young 

Homeless Project (BYHP). The BYHP was started 22 years ago and 400 youngsters 

Centre is based in Grimsbury where youngsters aged between 13 and 25 can 

go for help and advice. The BYHP helps young people to gain necessary skills so 

they can gain employment and support themselves.

pies were enjoyed by all.

Doreen McLaughlin

LIBRARY NEWS
Opening Hours  Monday 2.00pm to 5.00pm 6.00pm to 7.00pm

Wednesday 2.00pm to 5.00pm

Friday 2.00pm to 5.00pm 6.00pm to 7.00pm

Saturday 9.30am to 12.30pm

Tel; 01608 737793
Hello,

Just a short note on what is happening at the library.

I would like to apologise for the library closures due to the snow in January As I live some 

distance away it was not possible for me to make the journey to Hook Norton in the poor 

conditions

The library had a lovely visit from the Foundation Year of Hook Norton Primary School in 

December. The children are always so well behaved and we all enjoyed listening to some 

Christmas stories.

Again I would like to remind you the Reading Room is available for small groups or meetings 

free of charge during library opening hours and there are comfy chairs and tables.

Don’t forget we have newspapers and magazines donated and if you are interested in ancestry 

we do have free access to Ancestry Online and Find My Past on the computers .There is 

broadband here and computers can be booked in advance for a 1 hour session per day.

Regards, Janet May  Library Manager
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Anwen Greenaway

Clothing made to order for all occasions.
Alterations and repairs. 

www.sewnbywhimwham.co.uk
anwen@sewnbywhimwham.co.uk
738176  or 07720 163750 

Jeff Sherborne

Oxon Computers  
              Get IT sorted!.. _ _ _ …

PC speed up service

Quick repairs & upgrades

Help & advice

Malware Zapped!!!

 CompTIA IT Technician

  

www.oxoncomputers.co.uk 

              Get IT sorted!.. _ _ _ ...

  Tel:  01295 788766
 email: 

admin@oxoncomputers.co.uk

•

•

•

•
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Taking you where you want to go...

Tel: 01295 254254   Thorpe Mead, Banbury, OX16 4RZ

A modern first class reliable service 
for all your coaching needs
14 – 70 seat coaches available

www.cheneycoaches.co.uk
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SPECIALIST
LEGAL SERVICES FOR 

WHEN IT REALLY COUNTS

DIVORCE, SEPARATION, CHILDREN
AND ALL ASPECTS OF FAMILY LAW

LASTING POWER OF ATTORNEY
WILLS AND PROBATE

Nicky Gough MA MSc LLM, Solicitor
The Grain Store  Springfield Farm  Brailes  Oxfordshire  OX15 5JH

www.cotswoldfamilylaw.co.uk
    

info@cotswoldfamilylaw.co.uk

01608 686590

Motor Vehicle Technicians  -  Hook Norton 

Keeping you on the road !
Servicing ~ Repairs ~ Diagnostics ~ MOT testing ~ Tyres ~ Batteries

Exhausts ~ All Vehicle Makes and Models & Motorcycles Catered for          

Up to half the labour cost of main dealers and Independent Garages 

Collection and Delivery          

07837 821078 
www.bgmautomotive.co.uk

BGM Automotive

bookings call Becky on:

01608 730594 or

07989 348878

enquiries@topdogdaycare.co.uk

www.topdogdaycare.co.uk

enquires@topdogdaycare.co.ukT
Dog
op

Doggie Daycare and Doggie Holidays
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THE RECTOR WRITES
Looking back with gratitude and looking forward with hope!

I would like to thank all who came along to St Peter’s and helped 

make this year’s celebration of Christmas so special. The festivities 

began with children from Hook Norton School delighting those 

at Font Café. Then, at the Sunday before Christmas Family 

Communion Service, the village hand-bell ringers enchanted 

worshippers by chiming the first carols of the annual celebration 

of our Saviour’s birth. Thus the scene was beautifully set, and 

more carols, both ancient and modern, were sung on Christmas Eve. A choir, made up of 

singers from across the village, led the large congregation, and the service was punctuated 

by pertinent readings and prayers. The beautiful internal architecture of the building was 

enhanced by a stunning lighting display, and my thanks goes to Derek Brotherston for so 

kindly undertaking that much appreciated addition to our Christmas decorations. The 

midnight Communion that followed, and ‘Jesus’s Birthday Party’ the next day were again 

gladly received, and attracted a large number of people of all ages and, I would suspect, 

from every point on the spectrum of no faith to lots of faith; and it was an absolute joy to 

welcome them all.

But, no sooner is Christmas over, and we are already looking forward to our preparation 

for Easter! Yes, Easter is early this year, and falls on the last Sunday of March (31st), the day 

British Summer Time begins; so these dark days will soon be over!

In the meantime, may I invite you to join our Lent Meetings in preparation for our 

celebration of Easter? We join with the Baptist, Methodist and Anglican Churches in 

the villages of Hook Norton, Great Rollright, Swerford and Wigginton for a series of four 

meetings, and this year we’ll be looking at various aspects of prayer. It’s nothing too 

formal, and hopefully something you would find engaging, informative and enjoyable. Each 

meeting starts at 7.30pm. with refreshments served from 7.15pm. and we’ll be finished by 

9pm. We will be meeting together on:

Wednesday 20 February in Hook Norton Baptist Church

Wednesday 27 February in St Peter’s Church, Hook Norton

Wednesday 6 March in Wigginton Methodist Chapel

Wednesday 13 March in Great Rollright Village Hall

As well as the Lent Course, there will be a whole range of services, events and activities 

going on in St Peter’s during our run-up to Easter. If you would like further information, 

please do not hesitate to contact me, Janet or one of the Churchwardens, and we will be 

delighted to help you. John Acreman

Further details on our notice boards and website, www.stpeters-hooknorton.org.uk 

or contact: The Rector, John Acreman (737223) email: acreman@xalt.co.uk or our Lay 

Minister, Janet Collins or the Churchwardens, Pam Horne and Mary Powell
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SINGING
Shipston-on-Stour is a small, thriving country town, and in terms of its music, it truly has 
much to be proud of – a long tradition of the town band, an innovative Music Society, 
the well-established Shipston Proms, and two significant choirs, at the very least.

Stour Singers is a large community choir, numbering more than 80 members – and 
attracting its singers from a wide geographical area surrounding Shipston. Cantamus is 
an accomplished unaccompanied choir of more than 20 singers. The musical director 
(and founder) of both choirs is Shipston resident, Richard Emms – teacher, conductor, 
composer – who provides the energy, inspiration and enthusiasm to engage the interest 
of experienced singers and newcomers alike. 

Stour Singers’ annual Christmas Concert in December 2012 presented Bach’s exquisite 
Christmas Oratorio, attracting again a wonderful quartet of professional soloists, and 
the experienced Cherwell Orchestra. With St Edmund’s as the concert venue, the 
audience members – led by Mayor, Fay Ivens – were able to luxuriate in the Baroque 
masterpiece. Less than a week later, the Stour Singers led a ‘Grand Carol Sing’ in the 
Townsend Hall (an innovation for the choir), where audience participation was of the 
highest order and refreshments plentiful. Stour Singers have a tradition of making music 
with members of the community who are not able to be out and about, and enjoyed 
a convivial carol evening at Rainbow Fields just before Christmas. Sadly, the Ellen 
Badger Hospital had succumbed to norovirus, so the choir was unable to sing there. 
Spring plans for the Stour Singers focus on a wonderful ‘double bill’ of Vivaldi’s Gloria, 
and Dvorak’s Mass in D – so do book the date now in your diary – Saturday 11 May at 
7.30pm in St Edmund’s Church.

Richard’s chamber choir – Cantamus – also had a very busy musical December, singing 
a beautiful blend of madrigals, motets, folk-songs and carols at Compton Verney for 
the award-winning gallery’s winter weekends. Cantamus’ next concert is the popular 
annual afternoon event (now in its third year) on Sunday 3 March (another date for 
your diary). This year we have a concert for Mad March Hares (but not exclusively) with 
music, readings, and opportunities for the audience to sing, not to mention tea and 
homemade cakes. The venue for this is the Townsend Hall – and the time is 3pm.

If you would like to know more about the choirs and the concerts here are some 
contact details:

For Stour Singers: 

Richard Emms, Director 

Vic Twyman, Choir Manager 

Yvonne Ridley, Deputy Choir Manager 

For Cantamus:

Richard Emms, Director 

Yvonne Ridley, Concert Manager 
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2012 is well and truly over and so is our 40th year.

We just have a few Thank Yous to make before we can start 2013.

We received a kind donation from the Festival of Fine Ales, without these donations Playgroup 

would be less successful and we are most appreciative.

So Thank You.

As we know, Christmas was a very busy time so 

thank you very much Father Christmas for taking 

the time to visit us at our Christmas Fayre and 

our Christmas Party. The children had a fantastic 

party, the magician came and entertained and you 

popped in to say hello. The children came home 

with all their goodies that they had made over the 

Christmas period, which was amazing.

So 2013, not sure what this year will bring, but I 

expect it will be as busy and full as 2012. We are 

planning a May Fayre so get your summer bonnets 

planned early ready for the day, also our ever 

enjoyable BBQ that ends our summer term and 

somewhere in between we will have a Nick and 

Nobby Quiz. If you’ve never been, then you’ve 

missed out, so please look out for our posters and come and join us in our fun. We look 

forward to seeing you all in 2013.

Sue Monelle

Thank you to all who came along to the Swap Shop at the Memorial Hall recently.

It was a great success with many travelling from Chippy, Banbury and even Oxford! - around 200

for those not able to make it.

 The Swap Shop meant that 303.5 kg was taken away - so over a quarter of a tonne of avoided 

landfill on top of very happy punters!

Well done and thank you to all those who came along.

OLD MAPS OF HOOK NORTON
Over the holidays I finally managed to get my old map collection scanned and online, and 

thought your readers might like to see the old maps of Hook Norton at www.banburyshiremaps.

co.uk/hook_norton.html

My oldest map is 1833 and I also have a Second World War map (1946). As well as all the local 

villages there is also a section on Banbury itself, which shows how the town has grown over the 

years (quite scary actually).

Hi Sue, these are great and very interesting. I’ll make sure we link to them from the website.
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BANBURY RURAL NEIGHBOURHOOD POLICE
Team news: This New Year we want to support communities further 

in strengthening watches that have fewer participants. If you would 

like to be involved perhaps as a coordinator or would just like to be 

kept up to date with developments, please make contact with the 

team. More information regarding Neighbourhood Watch can be found on our website at: 

www.thamesvalley.police.uk. If you would like to get involved, please contact with Sgt Richard 

Miller who will be happy to discuss. 

A new initiative being rolled out across the Cherwell Rural Neighbourhood is called ‘Walk in 

the Countryside’. The initiative was launched on 1 December and means that urban officers 

will dedicate more of their time to patrolling the villages in order to support the Rural NHPT 

and those who live in the district. The move has been well received by residents in Milcombe, 

Bloxham, Wigginton and Hook Norton who have seen an increase in police presence and 

‘bobbies on the beat’.

Auto crime:In December 2012 we reported a theft series of catalytic converters. We 

managed to catch the culprit but catalytic converters are easy to steal and expensive to 

replace. The theft of catalytic converters is a growing problem – particularly for owners of 4x4 

vehicles, large vans and motor homes. Auto crime is currently a Neighbourhood Action Group 

(NAG) priority, as chosen by you the public. During December we have encountered seven 

thefts of number plates from vehicles parked unattended in nearby villages. The investigation 

is being led by Local CID at Banbury Police Station. In previous cases number plates have 

been found to be used for fuel thefts from petrol stations in other parts of the county. Where 

possible, park where somebody would notice anything suspicious, and consider changing to 

tamper proof screws. If you have any information or would like further information about how 

to protect your property, please make contact with the team. 

Banbury Police station can now be found on Twitter on @TVP_Banbury. We will tweet 

messages to help prevent crime, make appeals or issue warnings. This is a great way for us to 

stay in touch with you so please sign up and follow us! 

Rural thefts:There have been a large number of thefts occurring during December, targeting 

insecure sheds and outbuildings in remote or quiet locations for high-value tools, lawn 

mowers and garden equipment. If you see anyone acting suspiciously, please ring 999 as 

soon as possible. Rural thefts are now a Thames Valley Force Priority and we would ask all 

members of the community to contact the police immediately with any suspicious vehicles/

people driving slowly through the villages looking for or collecting scrap metal. If the vehicle 

registration number, description of the vehicle and persons can be obtained and passed to 

Thames Valley Police by calling 101, officers will be dispatched to stop the vehicle and deal 

with any offences identified.

Thames Valley Alerts: This is the new system for receiving crime and policing updates for 

your area. The state-of-the-art system allows you to choose what updates you receive and 

how to receive it, via text, landline or email messages. To sign up to receive alerts visit www.

thamesvalleyalert.co.uk.

Contact us: Should you have any problems or concerns please phone the Thames Valley 

Police non-emergency number on 101 or email BanburyRuralNHPT@thamesvalley.pnn.police.

uk. Please allow some time for us to get back to you as we check our mail box at certain times 

of the day.

In an emergency dial 999.
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KATHARINE HOUSE
Happy New Year from everyone at Katharine House Hospice to all 

our friends in the community.

Grimethorpe Colliery Brass Band

Colliery Band will be back at St Mary’s Church in Banbury on Saturday 16th March 

Follow us at @khhosp.

Lottery

having the chance to win 

£1000!  Recently one of 

our members won the 

top prize twice in quick 

succession… you’ve 

got to be in it to win it!  

Call Wendy on 01295

on our website www.

katharinehouse.co.uk .

Thank you so much to 

our lovely Christmas hats, 

puddings and robins, at 

had over 2200 made for 

us and as we sell them for 

£1 each that is amazing.  

We’re now thinking about 

Easter already, so if you 

are able to help us again, 

or would like to see what 

is on our website or call us 

on 01295 812161.

Nicky Hanson Community 

Fundraiser
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ST PETER’S CHURCH RESTORATION APPEAL

– and costly; so the fund-raising must go on.

so far:

Saturday 2 February 7.30pm Handel’s world: an evening of Baroque songs and 

music

St Peter’s Church 

Performed by The Compton Ensemble.

Tickets: Adults £10, Children £5 – Refreshments

Contact: Rita, Miranda, Emma 

Saturday 23 February pm “Battle of the Organisations” Fun Quiz Night

Memorial Hall 

Tickets: £8 – drinks and snacks available

Contact: Kerrie, Rita 

Sunday 17 March 3pm Extravaganza of Delights & Delicious Afternoon Tea

St Peter’s Church 

Tickets: Adults £8, Children £4

Contact: Rita 

Saturday 6 April 7pm Film Night and Supper – Singalong film ‘South 

Pacific’

Memorial Hall 

Contact: Rita

Friday 21 June 7pm MIDSUMMER DINNER AND DANCE……

To the popular music of No Tools Required

St Peter Church 

DO GET THE DATES IN YOUR DIARY –

MORE INFORMATION WILL BE PUBLISHED LATER

David Shepley-Cuthbert, Chairman, St Peter’s Church Restoration Appeal

•

•

•

•

•
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PLASTICS FANTASTIC

for use in the home.

The new contract Cherwell DC has for the recycling of the material it collects from 

recycle yet. 

So don’t worry about numbers, shapes, colours, etc. just think about the scrunch test, and 

Andrew Jenkins, Recycling Officer, andrew.jenkins@cherwell-dc.gov.uk

GREAT ROLLRIGHT C. OF E. PRIMARY SCHOOL
Christmas was, as ever, a busy but wonderful time of year at Great Rollright School, with 

every child taking part in one of the two school productions. Whether they were fairy tale 

characters, such as Red Riding Hood playing Mary in the Fairytaleland Nativity, or one of 

the unruly farm animals that Jack’s mother could no longer afford to feed, resulting in Jack 

selling the cow for a handful of magic beans, each child got to perform to enthusiastic 

audiences of friends and family! 

Our delicious Christmas dinner was delivered by our school meal provider, Limes Farm 

from Brackley. Following this scrumptious feast, a special visitor parked his sleigh and 

delivered a gift to every child!

We finished the term with our annual evening Carol Service in St Andrew’s Church. The 

church was packed as everyone enjoyed listening to the children re-tell the special story in 

readings they had written. The retiring collection in aid of Shelter raised £200!

During the autumn the Friends of Rollright worked ceaselessly organising fun-packed 

social occasions, which raised enough money to build some outdoor play equipment. 

They continue to pay for the brass instrument music lessons our Years 5 and 6 children 

enjoy and also pay our subscription to Warwickshire Library Service ensuring we always 

have relevant non-fiction books and up-to-date fiction titles in school. Their fundraising 

continues on 1 February at a Quiz Night in the Village Hall.
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HOOK NORTON BAPTIST CHURCH
Our Christmas celebrations started on December 16 with a Carol Service, mainly 

traditional, followed by another on December 23rd, when the carols were mostly 

modern. Christmas Eve communion took place just before midnight on the 24th, and 

then a Family Service on Christmas morning. Each of the main services included light-

hearted drama, special music and a Christmas message. Children had presents from the 

tree. We were glad to welcome several visitors over the Christmas period.

Now the tree and the decorations are gone and the baby Jesus doll and his manger have 

been put away for another year but the real Jesus is still very much with us, and ready to 

lead and guide all who seek to follow him. After all, Jesus is for life, not just for Christmas!

It won’t be long now before Easter is upon us, and this year’s series of lent meetings are 

to be held in different locations. 

The subject will be “Aspects of Prayer”, and there will be a different leader each week.

Wednesday February 20 at the Baptist Church

Wednesday February 27 at St. Peter’s Church

Wednesday March 6 at Wigginton Methodist

Wednesday March 13 at Gt.Rollright Village Hall

all at 7.30pm You are welcome at any , or all, of these meetings

The ‘Y’ course

It is hoped that this informal course will be run again in February. Anyone wishing to 

explore the vital questions, like “Is there a God?” “What is the purpose of life?”, “Why 

suffering?”, “Who is Jesus?”, is invited to ring John Taylor at the Church Office. The course 

is held at someone’s home, and includes a free lunch.

Just Desserts

The Gospel Choir “Solid Ground” mentioned in the last newsletter as coming in February, 

have now been booked for March 2 at 7.30pm. A local band will also be contributing.

One Saturday in February there will be another event, either a quiz or a game show. 

Watch out for posters giving more details soon.

Regular church activities

Sundays 10.30am Morning Service.

Wednesdays 10am to 12noon, Coffee Morning. 8pm House Group (Bible Study) different 

locations.

Saturdays 8-9am Prayer Meeting

Youth Groups (Shared) see St. Peter’s insert or ring church office.

Hall bookings. Please ring Jane Whitaker

Rev.John Taylor 737315. Dorothy Smith
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DENIS WYNN & CO
Solicitors

6a Market Place, Chipping Norton,

Oxfordshire OX7 5NA

Tel: 01608  643036    Fax: 01608  641025

e-mail:  wynnlaw@tiscali.co.uk

Conveyancing (Written quotations on request).

Matrimonial & Family

Wills & Trusts. Probate. General family business.

Home visits easily arranged for the housebound.

James Holiday Ltd 
Antiques

Psssst

Have you heard the secret

It’s your chance to buy where the trade buy.

Open Mon – Fri 9.30 – 4.30

Wychford Lodge Farmhouse, Hook Norton. OX15 5BX

Tel: 01608 730101  Email:  james@jamesholiday.co.uk
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CALLING ALL DOG 

AND CAT LOVERS
One of the local veterinary 

surgeries is collecting items for 

homeless dogs and cats. If you have 

any of the following to spare, they 

would be very gratefully received. 

Every few weeks the donations 

are distributed to the most needy 

animal shelters around the country.

Old Dog Leads – Collars – Blankets 

– Towels – Beds – Dog Coats 

– Scratching Posts – Spare Food 

– Chews – Brushes – Combs 

– Shampoo – Toothpaste – In date 

Wormer / Flea Treatments – Toys, 

etc.

Anything you think would make an 

unwanted dog’s/cat’s life a little 

happier. Anything not suitable will 

be divided between the RSPCA and 

PDSA charity shops in Banbury.

Please spare a few minutes to 

search for any unwanted items 

mentioned above and recycle them 

for a very good cause. If you care 

to give me a call, I will be happy to 

deliver them. Many thanks. Hilary 

Wiseman
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Need an energy boost?

Try Shiatsu and Reiki 
with qualified, experienced Shiatsu practitioner and Reiki Master.

Do you have back pain? Are you pregnant?

Have you just had a baby and want to get back into shape?

Try one to one yoga sessions tailored to your needs, 

with qualified, experienced yoga teacher.

Enquiries: Lorraine Newman BWY RT

Lorraineyoga@aol.com - 01608 730706 

Interior Decorating
Quality Work ~ Reasonable Rates ~ Free Estimates

Call me on 07887 508021

Alan Lewis

Specialist in wallpapering, decorative effects, spraying, tiling, 

coving, glazing, all interior/exterior painting

References and portfolio available, competitive prices

Tel: 01295 721206                                   mobile: 07790 394625

mail@davidgreendecorating.co.uk           www.davegreendecorating.co.uk
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HOOK NORTON HANDBELL RINGERS
This year The Hook Norton handbell ringers collected £280 from its festive tour, which 

started at Wardington Church, which kindly lends out its bells each year.

Music was provided for a community carol singing event usually held on the green, 

but due to wet weather held in the church. Copious amounts of mulled wine, sausage 

rolls, and minced pies were handed out to the congregation (and the bell ringers) in 

between festive singing accompanied by the bells.

Another night was dedicated to pubs in Chacombe, Thorpe Mandeville and 

Wardington, and on the Sunday before Christmas they entertained at two churches; 

the Pre-Christmas family communion at St Peter’s in Hook Norton and, in the evening, 

the Candlelight service in Great Rollright. The highlight of the event was when the 

Rollright orchestra, the handbells and the church choir all joined forces for The First 

Nowell.

This year’s money collected will be split between Wardington Church, Leukaemia 

Research and a brave 9-year-old girl from Chipping Norton, Daisy Pashley, who 

survived meningitis but now has artificial limbs as she had to have both her arms and 

legs amputated below her knees and elbows.

Anyone who would like to be notified when the bell ringers are going to be out and 

about in the village next Christmas email David Cooper on david@onbmusic.co.uk
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We are a 

MASTERS OF COLOUR SALON 
achieved in London with Schwarzkopf International

We can do ‘Hair Up’ for Weddings, Parties and Balls.

Open until 8pm on Tuesdays

Come along and meet us

Telephone: 01608 737073
Heath Court, Queen Street, Hook Norton, Banbury



25

PILATES AT SERENITY IN SIBFORD
 Madeleine Wilson, Master Mat & Studio Qualified

07905 053300 or 01295 780279:    mw1@linuxwaves.com

Offers Private Studio, Reformer & Group Mat Sessions in

Fully equipped Pilates Studio (easy parking)

 For Beauty, Sport & Remedial Massage Treatments 

 Call Jo and VIcky at Serenity on 01295 788463

WE’LL CART OFF

YOUR CARTONS
Cherwell District Council has been working 

to ensure as much as possible can go into 

the blue bin or box. And drinks cartons, 

such as Tetrapak, can now be included 

where previously they could not as they 

the containers. The waste management 

machines which separate all of the items 

collected at the kerbside. They can take 

that cannot collect from homes including 

at our recycling banks or the Oxfordshire 

County Council household waste and 

recycling centres. Hopefully, in years to 

come, we will be able to include these 

items in our kerbside scheme but for the 

moment the technology does not allow 

this.
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 Vicky Taylor

on

01295 780206 / 07841 910037

www.swacliffegrange.com
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1

JUNE
Saturday

NEW DATE FOR 2013

LIONS CLUB OF CHIPPING NORTON
All the Lions and their friends ‘Lion’ and 

Santa Clause wish you a Happy New Year 

We would like to give our grateful thanks 

to the Manager and Staff of the Co-

operative Store Chipping Norton who 

supported our Trolley Dash. The Lions 

would like to thank all who bought 

tickets, helping us to raise £725, which 

together with the amount raised from our 

Reindeer Race of £1290 and our Christmas 

collections amounted to a total of £2,390.

With the money we gave 75 elderly 

people an enjoyable trip to the 

pantomime and with help from the 

Chipping Norton Co-operative Store gave 

out eight hampers to those in need.

We have just received a short letter from Santa:

Hello everyone, it was really good to see some of you before Christmas and I hope the gifts 

you wanted were in your stockings. My helpers the Elves and Gnomes were working overtime 

to get them sorted and packed in time. The Chippy Lions did a magnificent job collecting for 

their charities and I enjoyed my visit to Hook Norton with my mini-float towed by Lion Mike’s 

4X4.

The Gnomes are now servicing everything, the reindeers are on their holiday and I am looking 

for some sunshine with Mrs Claus. So I am looking forward to hearing from you and seeing 

you next year. Love Santa Claus.

We meet on the second Tuesday evening of each month at The Chequers at 8pm.
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HOOKY PLAYERS
Following on from this year’s panto “Bah Humbug” 

we would like to thank all of you who came along 

were down this year, but no doubt Ebenezer 

Scrooge would have approved of people not buying 

and directed by John McCormick and loosely 

by the excellent portrayal of Ebenezer Scrooge by Alasdair Brown and this year’s dame 

Tim Manning, with a very touching reprise of “O Christmas Tree” sung by Maisie Green.  

We are fortunate as the youngsters in our group are very talented and threw themselves 

The drama group’s AGM will be held late February/early March when all members and any 

Richard Wheelton, Chairman, Hooky Players.  

Sheila Rider  -  Vice Chairman 

Website :-   www hookyplayers.org.
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1ST HOOK NORTON GUIDES
We have been doing some exciting things 

this term.

On the 3rd of December all the girls (and 

a few extra family members!) went to 

Hilltop Garden Centre where they had an 

outdoor ice-rink. We were also joined by 

the Senior Section! All the girls had fun, 

even if they weren’t the best skaters! 

Christmas music was playing, and it was 

a great start to the festive season! We all 

had a slice of chocolate 

cake and some hot 

chocolate to warm us 

up afterwards! Some of 

us enjoyed it so much, 

we went back with our 

families later in the 

Christmas holidays! We 

had a great time!

On the 10th of 

December, 14 of us 

from 1st Hook Norton 

Guides went carol 

singing at Beech Haven 

Care Home in Chipping 

Norton. All the 

Guides sang very well, 

considering we didn’t 

have any practice! Some 

of the girls did solos 

and performances on 

their instruments! All 

the residents enjoyed 

having us there, and 

some of them even 

sang along! Everyone 

had a great time, and 

we hope to go back 

there next year!

Eleanor Taylor 1st 

Hook Norton Guides
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WILDLIFE NOTEBOOK

also thought he saw six Brent geese heading south. These birds were escaping colder climates 

and mild winter.

Bird enthusiast David Taylor, who lives at 'Waxwings' in Watery Lane, phoned me just before 

out for a much-needed dose of oxygen and exercise in the very squelchy Whichford Woods. 

It is surely excusable to credit such intelligent birds with a sense of 

fun. They are very early nesters and, with the mild sunshine and 

of approaching spring. Given the chance, I'd have been up there 

I have had to evict squirrels from my owl boxes. You can see 

from the photo that they choke the boxes with leaves and twigs, 

rendering them useless for owls. If there were more hollow trees 

to go around it wouldn't be such an issue, and if we lose our old 

how many of the trees that line our local roads are ash. And, of 

fails to take hold.

rather repulsive and wrinkly remains of an 

unfortunate toad. No-one was inspired by my 

so I contacted a friend and expert in the form 

of professional ecologist and UK amphibian and 

the mystery, and it's even more gory than I 

imagined.

On the basis of:

the nostrils seemingly larger than usual 

the toad appearing to have no insides 

no obvious external wounds

•

•

•

•

Lucilia bufonivora – and I thought toads 

ate flies. This took some emptying!
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It's likely that in its zombie-like state this toad wandered out into the open and succumbed 

en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lucilia_bufonivora

those of you reading this while tucking into a plate of rice or pasta.

Nigel tells me he will be radio-tracking adders this spring and I hope to join him on his exploits. 

Watch this space. Patrick Fox PFeditorial@gmail.com

2013 ABINGDON 

AIR AND COUNTRY

SHOW 

5 MAY 2013
It’s not just an air show! The Abingdon 

Air & Country Show has a varied 

ground show to go along with a 

fly-in of both modern and vintage 

aeroplanes and the associated air 

display. Event held in support of 

local Thames Valley & Chiltern Air 

Ambulance Trust. Gates open: 10am

– Event finishes: 5:30pm Free Car 

Parking.

On the day Admission: Adult £15, OAP 

£10, 5-15yr olds £5, Under 5s Free

In Advance: Adult £12, OAP £8, 5-15yr

olds £4, Under 5s Free

* Advance tickets being purchased 

online via our website can be from 

mid-January, or from 1 February at 

the Wantage, Oxford, Wallingford, 

Didcot and Witney Tourist Information 

Centres, ‘The Warehouse’ Abingdon 

(on Stratton Way), Abingdon Visitor 

& Information Centre (near the 

Guildhall).
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Oil Boiler Servicing

Oil Aga Servicing

New Oil Boiler Installations

Hook Norton 01608 738156 

Emergency Breakdowns: 07973 128987
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HOOK NORTON’S TWO MAD HOUSES: 

1730s, the only asylum in Oxfordshire was here; in the 1840s, we had two of the four asylums in the 

county. Is it any surprise that folks roundabout thought that there was something not quite right with 

people who came from Hook Norton?

The original asylum was Bridge House in Southrop, on the corner of Brick Hill near the stream. 

in 1824, it was sold to Henry Tilsley, a surgeon from Chipping Norton.

commissioners in their home parish. Nearly half were long-term, but the remaining places saw a 

previous three years!

license for up to thirty inmates.

to the new establishment. He clearly hoped to build up a wealthier clientele at Bridge House, but the 

gentle folk preferred more conveniently situated asylums, like the Headington Asylum near Oxford 

welcome.

at 7.30pm, Mark Priddey will speak on ‘The Bawdy Courts’, which used to police our morals. On 

Tuesday 5 March at 7.30pm, Pat and Barbara Summerell will tell the graphic, moving story of ‘William 

Bloxham, in Hooky, Oz, and the Great War’. All welcome. Donald Ratcliffe
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The Compton Ensemble

HANDEL’S WORLD
An evening of Baroque 

songs and music 

St Peter’s Church
Hook Norton

Saturday 2 February at 7.30pm

Tickets: £10 (adults), £5 (children)
Available from:
Rita Wheatley

Miranda Ricardo
Emma Callery
and on the door
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AROMATHERAPY / HOLISTIC MASSAGE
 Monica Overbury is a registered nurse offering massage

Massage using Aromatherapy oils can give a great sense of wellbeing offering 

relief from stress and tension as well as back, headaches and neck pain. 

It can help lift low moods, PMT and insomnia and boost immunity, 

helping us cope with fatigue. 

It is a lovely way to receive a treat for mind and body.

To make an appointment please call 

07780 718810
leaving your name & number

PRICE LIST

Home visits possible and gift vouchers available

£45.00

£40.00

£25.00

Initial Assessment:   

1 hour Full Body Massage:

30 mins Back, Neck and Shoulder massage:
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STAGE, GALLERY AND CONCERT HALL

having the actors mingling with the audience – even if I doubted whether Pushkin was 

quite up to Shakespeare in portraying a usurper and a false claimant with perhaps 

for Peter Nichols’ lively 1977 ‘Privates on Parade’. Set in the Malayan Emergency of the 

entertain the troops. A comedy that combines brilliantly with the darkness of a ‘war’. It 

runs to 2 March at the Noel Coward Theatre London. 

– Tennessee Williams’ classic, ‘The Glass Menagerie’. It is on 7–16 March (excluding the 

Sunday and Monday). It really is a powerful play and a brave choice by our own local 

theatre.

that?) – ‘Rutherford and Son’ at Oxford Playhouse (26 February–2 March) and then a 

for the stage (21–30 March).

with a fabulous performance from Frances de la Tour.

Innocents’. This extraordinary image was acquired by Charles II – see it and then read of 

its history. Bruegel’s wonderful portrayal of snow hides much of the dark story. 

Landscape’ – Constable, Gainsborough and Turner. This is a spectacular show of natural 

beauty from giants of the genre.

too?

Two great concerts from the Birmingham Symphony Orchestra at Symphony Hall 

Following this, on 20 March (7.30pm) and 21 March (2.15pm), we can enjoy ‘The 

Birmingham Beethoven Cycle’, including the Pastoral Symphony (6th) and the exuberant 

7th. Why, you could go to both concerts!

On the other hand … Banbury Symphony Orchestra never likes to be outdone and has 

Rachmaninov’s grand 2nd Symphony. Bliss on our doorstep. John Wheatley
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SNIPPETS FROM HOOK NORTON PARISH 

COUNCIL
Budget/Precept 2013/2014 - The Parish Council's budget/precept for 2013/2014 was 

set at the Parish Council meeting on 13 December and remains at £52,000.

Appeal on Proposed Bourne Lane Development – The 4-day Appeal started on 18

December at Bodicote House.  The Inspectorate’s decision will not be made know until 

mid-February at the earliest.  The Parish Council wishes to thank Rob Gardner & Julia 

Edwards for representing the Parish Council at the Appeal and for the enormous amount 

of work they put in to producing the Parish Council’s presentation.  Councillors also wish 

to thank Sir Tony Baldry for attending the Appeal and for his continued work on the matter 

since.

Neighbourhood Plan – the Steering Group met on 14 January to discuss a questionnaire 

which will be distributed to all households in early spring.

Affordable Housing – the Parish Council, Cherwell Community Land Trust, Cherwell District 

Council (CDC) and HN Low Carbon Group continue to consider use of CDC land off Bourne 

Lane for affordable housing.

Park Area – Unfortunately glass and rubbish had to be cleared from the play area a 

number of times over the Christmas holidays.

Allotments – If you would like to go on the allotment waiting list, please contact the 

Parish Clerk rwattshooknortonpc@hotmail.co.uk 

Cemeteries – Complaints have been received that dog owners are allowing their animals 

to run free and foul the cemetery.  This is distressing for people visiting the graves of loved 

ones.  Councillors ask that owners keep their dogs under control and clean up after them.

Parish Council Owned Trees – the Parish Council has appointed Sacha Barnes 

Landscaping to carry out a survey of all its trees in early spring.  A contingency sum has 

been built in to next year’s budget to deal with any problem areas highlighted by the 

report.  Permission to carry out work to any Parish Council owned trees will not be granted 

until after the report from Sacha Barnes has been considered.  

Hook Norton War Memorial Hall - The Parish Council has been made aware of some 

movement in the building and has instructed a structural engineer to provide a report that 

will enable the Parish Council to gain costings for the remedial work.  A survey will take 

place on 11 January.  Repairs are expected to cost tens of thousands of pounds.

The Bell Inn - Despite planning application 12/01496/F having been withdrawn by the 

owners, work continues on the inside of the pub.  Parish Councillors are monitoring the 

situation carefully and are in regular contact with CDC Planning Department.

February Parish Council Meeting  - Due to a number of Councillors being busy on

14 February, the next Parish Council meeting will be held on Wednesday, 13 February 2013

in the Memorial Hall at 7.30pm.

Rosemary Watts - Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer to Hook Norton Parish Council
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HOOK NORTON LOW CARBON
Ellen MacArthur Films in Hook Norton

change, which concluded with a visit to Hook Norton as her exemplar of a community taking 

The whole 25-minute clip is worth watching, but if you just want to see how Hook Norton features 

let us know what you think. 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=hC3VTgIPoGU

www.bbc.co.uk/weather/features/19417327

www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-19658013

immediately translates into pounds in your pocket!

March 2012.

Tim Lunel – contact Tim.Lunel@hn-lc.org.uk or info@hn-lc.org.uk

OXFORDSHIRE WOODFUEL PROGRAMME  2013
The Oxfordshire Woodfuel Programme now has a website that provides lots of advice on 

growing, cutting, storing and burning woodfuel: www.oxonwoodfuel.org.uk I will be running a 

series of one-day woodfuel-related study visits on 15 April, 13 May and 8 June. They cost £25

each. More information is available on the website. 

The Oxfordshire Woodland Project is running workshops on woodland management: see www.

oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/public-site/woodland-workshops. I am hoping to set up some ‘logs for 

labour’ matches. If you are a woodland owner who could use some free help with woodland 

management in return for people taking some firewood (labour for your logs), or a group of 

people who would like to work outdoors in return for some firewood (logs for your labour), 

please get in touch. The moisture level of woodfuel is important: a freshly cut log at 50 per cent 

moisture has only about half the energy content of an equivalent well-seasoned log at 20 per 

cent moisture. The woodfuel programme has a moisture meter you are welcome to borrow.

Grants: Households that do not have central heating and install a biomass boiler before the 

end of March can get a £950 grant. Woodland owners who need to put in roads to extract 

woodfuel can get a grant that covers up to 60 per cent of the cost. Please contact me if you 

need help with these, or with any other aspect of woodfuel.

Riki Therivel, manager@oxonwoodfuels.org.uk, 01865 243488
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Chris Smith
Your local handyman

- No job too small

- Please give me a call!

Phone 737145 or mobile 07703 202922
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FRIENDS OF HOOK NORTON SCHOOL
FOHNS saw out the year of 2012 with a bang and another very successful 

Christmas Fayre, once again seamlessly organised by Kim Harris.  We raised a 

excellent start.  

who manned the stalls selling the produce the children had made, all the 

day and through the event, and of course Santa, without whom it wouldn’t have been the same.  

Being the busy man he is, we were thrilled he could stay with us for the full length of the Fayre 

– thankyou!  But most of all thank-you to the children who always seem to help create that magical 

so many ex-pupils of the school.

With the Salsa Night, Bike & Bake and now the Christmas Fayre, the money raised so far this year 

The new year brings a change in Chair for the Friends.  Kate Luxton and Wiz Wintle have taken 

over as Co-Chairs from Rebecca Kingsley-Bates.  We’ve also welcomed some new faces to the 

have the music of Barney Newman to play us through the evening; some of you may have heard 

him play his blues and roots in The Sun and other venues.  On Friday 8 March, a Mothers Day 

website, www.hook-norton.oxon.sch.uk and look out for posters around the village.  

Kate Luxton & Wiz Wintle - Co-Chairs FOHNS

Dates for your diary Saturday 2nd February - Curry Night

   Saturday 18th May - Race Night

COTSWOLD DECORATIVE & FINE ARTS SOCIETY
On Wednesday 13 February 2013, Dr Paula Nuttall will lecture to the Cotswold Decorative 

& Fine Arts Society on the topic ‘The Bruges of van Eyck and Memling’. This lecture evokes 

Bruges during its late-medieval heyday, when it was the richest and most vibrant city in 

Northern Europe. Lectures are held at the Bradwell Village Hall, Burford, and begin at 11am

with coffee available from 10.15am. Non-members are very welcome to attend (suggested 

donation £8). For more information, please visit our website www.cotswolddfas.org.
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OATS
INDEPENDENT HEALTH FOOD

& SUPPLEMENTS SHOP

OPEN 9am - 5pm, Monday to Saturday

26 HIGH STREET

CHIPPING NORTON

FREE DELIVERIES IN HOOK NORTON,

IF YOU SPEND OVER £10.
PHONE 01608 646556

YOU ARE WELCOME TO COME AND DISCUSS YOUR MINOR

HEALTH ISSUES WITH US - WE MAY BE ABLE TO HELP.  IF

WE CAN’T, WE HAVE PROFESSIONAL SUPPORT AVAILABLE

EITHER IN THE SHOP OR BY PHONE.
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HOOK NORTON TENNIS CLUB
Results of the Banbury league matches so far

At the time of writing this, our A team in the Floodlit League is 4th in Division 

1, and the B and C teams are at positions 1 and 2 in Division 3.

Our A team is 3rd in Division 2 in the Weekend League.

The Weekend and Floodlit matches are now under way.

If you would like to play in a team, please contact Sue Glasson.

Additional club session on Wednesday afternoon

The additional Wednesday afternoon club sessions, starting from 2pm are continuing. All 

adult members and juniors are welcome and this, of course, includes players who have joined 

as ‘Weekday only’ members.

Cardio Tennis

Cardio Tennis sessions take place on Tuesday mornings 11.30am–12.30pm and on Wednesday 

evenings 7–8 pm. The cost is £2 each. It is open to non-members.

Contact Marc Gilkes 079 304 060 15 or email him on marcgilkes@fsmail.net

News from junior and general coaching 

Tennis coaching sessions started again on the second Tuesday of January for a 5-week term. 

This includes the Ladies, Rusty Rackets and Cardio Tennis sessions. Mini Tennis Red and 

Orange sessions are held at the Hook Norton Primary School. The Mini Tennis Green and 

Junior sessions are held at the tennis club.

To sign up or for more details contact Marc Gilkes email him at marcgilkes@fsmail.net

Events

We held a very successful mince pies and mulled wine evening on Tuesday 18 December. For a 

change, it was not rained or snowed off.

Sad news

We are sad to announce the death of Phil Durn on 27 December. He 

died peacefully at home, having had a heart attack before Christmas. 

He was a dear friend to many of us, and a staunch supporter of the 

club; he will be greatly missed. His funeral was on 14 January. He 

lived at Hook Norton for many years, but more recently moved to 

Moreton-in-Marsh.

To find out more about Hook Norton Tennis Club, contact Sue Glasson: 

email her at: merrymoons1@aol.com.

You can now get to our website through the Hook Norton village website: 

www.hook-norton.org.uk as well as at the Sport & Social website:                                                                          

www.hooknortonsportsandsocialclub.co.uk.

Or you can google ‘Hook Norton Tennis’.
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Do you need help with any of the following?

Relationship di�culties

Divorce / separation

Bereavement

Anxiety, stress or depression

Email or telephone for more information in con�dence:  mariaduval231@gmail.com      07948 538614

Worried?  Life Getting Too Much?

Experienced psychotherapist and counsellor recently moved to the area is seeking new clients for group or individual work

UKCP and MBACP registered with over 20 years experience in the NHS and private practice

Family issues

Low self esteem

Life changes

Trauma

VAN HELDEN
U P H O L S T E R Y

Re-upholstery services

Traditional and modern upholstery

Large selection of fabrics, new & period furniture for sale

Sofas, chairs, footstools, ottomans and headboards re-upholstered

mail@vanheldendesigns.co.uk            www.vanheldendesigns.co.uk
t:01608-674073                                   m:07909-547701
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Select & Save @ The Village ShopHigh Street, Hook Norton, Oxon, OX15 5NQTel 01608 737245, Fax 01608 737481E-mail:- enquiries @villageshophooky.co.ukMonday to Friday 7am –8pmSaturdays 8am – 8pmSundays 8am – 6pm
Our flower department is blooming marvellous.  Our trained floristscan make you anything to order.  Are you going to a party, want agift or an extra special treat?  We also do weddings, events &funeral Remember to get your order in early – our flowers comedirect from Holland on temperature controlled lorries.

Don’t forget our supplies of fresh bread, meat, cheeses,

vegetables, salads and fruit.

A night in with a bottle of wine and a DVD?

  Or gorgeous cakes to go with a warming cup of tea...

No problem.

All here in your local village shop!

Ofsted September 2010 OUTSTANDING

Days Times Costs

Morning Playgroup Monday - Friday 9am – 12 noon £9.50

Pick up from Nursery Monday – Friday 11:30am – 12:30pm £1.50

Lunch Club Monday – Friday 12 noon – 12:30pm £1.50

Take to Nursery Monday – Friday 12:30pm £1.50

Afternoon Playgroup Monday – Friday 12:30pm – 3:30pm £9.50

Pick up from School Monday – Friday 3:15pm £1.00

After School Club Monday – Friday 3:15pm – 6:00pm £3.00 per hour

The Old School, off Osney Close,

Queen Street, Hook Norton,
OXON. OX15 5QH

Tel: 01608 730560
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Not new...
just refreshingly different!

Established over 15 years ago, we remain as passionate

about print now as we were in the beginning.

If you demand superior levels of service, consistent quality 

and a ‘can do’ attitude then we could be the printer for you!

In fact, whether you require a few address labels, 10,000 brochures or a 10 metre banner, 

KMS can handle it in-house on our premises, not through a bolt-on franchise...

You will get a warm, friendly welcome and we have an open-house policy whereby 

clients are welcome to view their project at any stage of production. 

So why not give us a try...
t: 01608 737640 e: enquiries@kmslitho.co.uk w: www.kmslitho.co.uk
KMS Litho Ltd, Railway Bridge House, Station Road, Hook Norton, Banbury, Oxon, OX15 5LS

Letterheads Compliment slips Business cards

Brochures Postcards Newsletters

Posters Birthday Banners Leaflets

Greetings cards Folders Large format posters

Giclée prints Artwork & design Scanning
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MAKE HOOK NORTON AN EVEN BETTER PLACE TO BE,

NOW AND FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS

WHY HAVE A NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN?

Since April 2012, local communities have been able to take a lead in the future planning of their 

area through the preparation of neighbourhood plans.  These set out a vision, aims, policies and 

proposals for the future development of a neighbourhood. 

If adopted by over 50% at a village referendum, the neighbourhood plan will become part of the 

statutory development plan for Hook Norton.  This means that the local authority and planning 

inspectors will have to take the plan into account when making planning decisions. 

The Hook Norton Neighbourhood Plan Team, in association with Hook Norton Parish Council, is 

the group leading and coordinating efforts to create a local neighbourhood plan. 

“YOUR PARISH, YOUR PLAN”

Engaging with the community is essential to the process of local plan making, as everyone can 

use their local knowledge and understanding of local issues to help form the plan. 

We want everyone in the village to be able to have their say in putting the plan together.

WHAT CAN THE PLAN INCLUDE?

Neighbourhood plans can include anything that other development plan documents deal with.  

Plans may be comprehensive, dealing with a wide range of social, economic and environmental 

issues, or they may be focused on a limited range of issues.

The following are suggestions of the areas we could include with examples of topics we might 

focus on:

Housing: how much, where, affordability and what type

Jobs and the economy: farming, home working, Broadband 

Transport: bus services, car shares, parking

Better facilities for all the community: education, leisure, play, pubs,  policing, 

facilities for older and younger people, families, etc

Environment: wildlife, low carbon initiatives, protection of green spaces

Sustainability: making sure we implement the actions in the plan and that it 

is flexible and adaptable

We want to hear from you about what our Hook Norton Neighbourhood Plan should 

•

•

•

•

•

•

#
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THREE THINGS THAT YOU LIKE ABOUT LIVING IN

HOOK NORTON?

..........................................................................................................................................

..........................................................................................................................................

..........................................................................................................................................

THREE THINGS YOU WOULD LIKE TO SEE

IMPROVED?

..........................................................................................................................................

..........................................................................................................................................

..........................................................................................................................................

WHAT ELSE WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE THE

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN INCLUDE?

..........................................................................................................................................

..........................................................................................................................................

..........................................................................................................................................

Please return to boxes located in the usual places (Village Shop, Post Office, Library, etc).

Or complete via our website link www.hooknortonneighbourhoodplan.org.uk

We want to hear your views.  Please enter your contact details below if you would you be 

happy to be contacted regarding the Neighbourhood Plan

E-mail  ..........................................................................................................................

Telephone ..........................................................................................................................

Please return all forms by the end of February 2013

#
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1 19:00 Family Bingo     Sports & Social Club

1 20:00 Youth Groups - Late Nite Drop for Years 9 - 13  Youth Hall 

2 19:30 Compton Chamber Ensemble BAROQUE MUSIC  St Peter’s Church

2 19:30 FOHNS Casino & Cocktails    Primary School

2 16:00 Hook Norton Film Society - FILM NOIR DOUBLE BILL Memorial Hall

4 19:30 Hooky Ukes     Sun Inn

5 17:00 Youth Groups - The Drop for Years 4 - 9   Youth Hall 

5 19:30 Local History Group     Brewery Centre

6 10:30 T’ai Chi classes     Memorial Hall

7 19:00 Youth Groups - Energise/Outlook   Youth Hall 

7 09:00 Rhythm Time Music    School Study Centre

8 19:30 ‘Energize’ Youth Group    Youth Hall

8 20:00 Youth Groups - Late Nite Drop for Years 9 - 13  Youth Hall 

9 09:00 Village Market     Memorial Hall

11 19:30 Hooky Ukes     Sun Inn

11 09:00 Primary School holiday    Primary School

12 17:00 Youth Groups - The Drop for Years 4 - 9   Youth Hall 

13 14:30 Reading Group     Library

13 10:30 T’ai Chi classes     Memorial Hall

14 19:30 Hook Norton Classic Wheels    Sun Inn

14 19:00 Youth Groups - Energise/Outlook   Youth Hall 

15 19:00 ‘Outlook’ Youth group    Youth Hall

15 20:00 Youth Groups - Late Nite Drop for Years 9 - 13  Youth Hall 

16 19:00 Hook Norton Film Society - THE CAMERAMAN  Memorial Hall

18 19:30 Hooky Ukes     Sun Inn

19 17:00 Youth Groups - The Drop for Years 4 - 9   Youth Hall 

20 19:30 Garden Club     Memorial Hall

20 10:30 T’ai Chi classes     Memorial Hall

21 19:00 Youth Groups - Energise/Outlook   Youth Hall 

21 09:00 Rhythm Time Music    School Study Centre

22 20:00 Youth Groups - Late Nite Drop for Years 9 - 13  Youth Hall 

25 19:30 Hooky Ukes     Sun Inn

26 17:00 Youth Groups - The Drop for Years 4 - 9   Youth Hall 

27 10:30 T’ai Chi classes     Memorial Hall

28 10:30 Carry On Learning     Youth Hall

28 19:00 Youth Groups - Energise/Outlook   Youth Hall 

FEBRUARY VILLAGE DIARY

10:00 AM Monday Club - Care Group for older people - Mondays  Baptist Hall

10:00 AM Font Café - Tuesdays and Saturdays  St Peters

10:00 AM Community Morning - Mums and Tots - Wednesdays  Primary School

10:00 AM Coffee morning and table games - Wednesdays  Baptist Hall

09:15AM Friday Toddler Group - Fridays    Baptist Hall
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MARCH VILLAGE DIARY

10:00 AM Monday Club - Care Group for older people - Mondays  Baptist Hall

10:00 AM Font Café - Tuesdays and Saturdays  St Peters

10:00 AM Community Morning - Mums and Tots - Wednesdays  Primary School

10:00 AM Coffee morning and table games - Wednesdays  Baptist Hall

09:15AM Friday Toddler Group - Fridays    Baptist Hall

1 19:00 Family Bingo     Sports & Social Club

1 20:00 Youth Groups - Late Nite Drop for Years 9 - 13  Youth Hall

2 19:00 Hook Norton Film Society - A SEPARATION  Memorial Hall

4 19:30 Hooky Ukes     Sun Inn

5 17:00 Youth Groups - The Drop for Years 4 - 9   Youth Hall

5 19:30 Local History Group     Brewery Centre

7 19:00 Youth Groups - Energise/Outlook   Youth Hall

7 09:00 Rhythm Time Music    School Study Centre

8 19:30 ‘Energize’ Youth Group    Youth Hall

8 20:00 Youth Groups - Late Nite Drop for Years 9 - 13  Youth Hall

9 09:00 Village Market     Memorial Hall

11 19:30 Hooky Ukes     Sun Inn

12 17:00 Youth Groups - The Drop for Years 4 - 9   Youth Hall

13 14:30 Reading Group     Library

14 19:30 Hook Norton Classic Wheels    Sun Inn

14 19:00 Youth Groups - Energise/Outlook   Youth Hall

15 19:00 ‘Outlook’ Youth group    Youth Hall

15 20:00 Youth Groups - Late Nite Drop for Years 9 - 13  Youth Hall

16 19:00 Hook Norton Film Society - EVEN THE RAIN  Memorial Hall

18 19:30 Hooky Ukes     Sun Inn

19 17:00 Youth Groups - The Drop for Years 4 - 9   Youth Hall

20 19:30 Garden Club     Memorial Hall

21 19:00 Youth Groups - Energise/Outlook   Youth Hall

21 09:00 Rhythm Time Music    School Study Centre

22 20:00 Hooky Youth Groups - Late Nite Drop for Years 9 - 13 Youth Hall

25 19:30 Hooky Ukes     Sun Inn

26 17:00 Youth Groups - The Drop for Years 4 - 9   Youth Hall

28 10:30 Carry On Learning     Youth Hall

28 19:00 Youth Groups - Energise/Outlook   Youth Hall

29 00:00 Good Friday

29 20:00 Youth Groups - Late Nite Drop for Years 9 - 13  Youth Hall

29 09:00 Primary School holiday    Primary School

31 00:00 Easter Sunday
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Traditional stone carver working in Cotswold Stone,

 Portland, Slate and Sandstone

using Lime-based techniques; pointing,

piecing-in and new carving Individually designed and carved

Design, carving for individually commissioned memorials

Sculptural and Architectural carving in stone

RICHARD 01608 730675

0771 414 0574

richard@noviss.co.uk

www.thestonesculptor.co.uk
SCULPTOR & STONEMASON

L. J. MULLINS PAINTING & DECORATING
Domestic & Commercial

Circa. 60 References ALWAYS SUPPLIED

Interior & Exterior

Fully Insured ~ Competitive Pricing ~ Free Quotations

T: 07815 288909 or 01295 264117
lee@mullinsdecor.co.uk                        ww.mullinsdecor.co.uk
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HANCOCKS

S O L I C I T O R S

Michael Barlow LLB
Partner

Email:
michael.barlow@hancocks-legal.co.uk

Web: www.hancocks-legal.co.uk

Hancocks
24 Horsefair, Banbury
Oxfordshire OX16 0YA

Telephone: +44 (0)1295 253211
Facsimile: +44 (0)1295 273069
DX 24201 Banbury

Hook Norton • Oxon • OX15 5DD (1 mile north of Hook Norton Village)

Tel: 01608 737349/737641 • www.fi rs-garage.com

Family Business established 1960

• All Makes Vehicle Servicing

• Competitive Prices

• Factory trained mechanics

• MOT • Parts • Bodyshop • Fuel

• Large site with easy parking

• Extensive range of new and used vehicles
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Printed by KMS Litho Ltd - 01608 737640 - kmslitho.co.uk

HOME COMPUTER ASSISTANCE

Would you like to make better use of your PC?

Upgrades
Repairs

Internet Connections
Email Configuration

“In-Home” Advice

01608 730989 (24 hour answerphone)
Email: hcassist@dial.pipex.com

Personalised design 

service and 

consultancy in your 

own home.

Furnishings, handmade to 

the highest standard

Advice on every kind of 

Fabric from numerous 

suppliers

Stylish complimentary 

Cushions & Loose 

Covers

Re-upholstery service

Custom made Bedspreads & 

Headboards

New Sofas & Chairs

Tel/Fax: 01295 788145

email: info@annwoolgrove.com

www.annwoolgrove.com

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO HELP PARENTS IN YOUR AREA
We value your experience as a parent and need volunteers 

to support families with children under 5 in their own 

homes. 

Full training and expenses provided.

If you have 2 - 3 hours to spare each week, could you 

befriend a local family in need?

Interested? Then come and join us!!

Contact Karen on 01295 266358

email: info@home-startbanbury.org.uk
More information is available on our website www.home-startbanbury.org.uk

Applicants will be subject to a CRB check Registered Charity No: 1114860

•

•

•


