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Estate Agents and Surveyors

32A High Street, Banbury, OX16 5ER

Tel: 01295 263505
12 New Street, Chipping Norton, OX7 5LJ

Tel: 01608 642111

SELLING, BUYING OR LETTING A PROPERTY IN HOOKY?

WE HAVE THE EXPERTISE AND EXPERIENCE TO HELP!

 Experienced local staff with a partner living in the village.

 Offices in both Banbury and Chipping Norton.

 Advertising in both the Oxford Times and Banbury Guardian.

 Colour listing on major internet sites including rightmove.co.uk and
propertyfinder.com

 Specialist Letting and Management service.

 Professional valuations and surveys by our own Chartered Surveyor.

Particularly attractive terms for Hooky residents.

Whatever your property needs in the village or surrounding area,
call Keith Woolley 01295 263505 or David Hawley 01608 642111

Your Local Independent Mortgage Advisors 

Peter Lewis Associates are pleased to announce that 

they have relocated their offices to Hook Norton. 

Contact us today:

t: 01295 277500 or 01608 730505

e: mortgages@peterlewisassociates.com

w: www.peterlewisassociates.com

PETER LEWIS
ASSOCIATES
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FROM THE EDITORS
Firstly, I’d like to say many thanks to 

Helen for dedicating 13 years to editing 

our Newsletter, and for her help and 

guidance while I find my feet. Helen will 

stay with the Newsletter, being jointly 

responsible for page layout with Andy.

Sadly we report the deaths of George 

Henry Harris, aged 87; Kathleen Ada 

Heritage, aged 73; Michael John 

Jakeman, aged 72, Ian Breac Cameron 

MacLeod, aged 76, and Doris Pickering, 

aged 88, all of Hook Norton. On behalf of 

the village we send our condolences to 

their families and friends.

Lincoln Stephen son of Timothy and 

Jemma Maule was baptised at St Peter's 

Church, Hook Norton on 17 February 

2013.

If you would like a birth, death or other 

family event to be recorded in our 

Newsletter, please email me or pop the 

details into the box on the Post Office 

counter.

If you have anything you’d like to say, a 

picture to send, or a conversation to start, 

then please email or use the Newsletter 

box on the PO counter.

Janice Salmon  

news@hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk

NEWSLETTER TEAM
Advertising Andy Horne

Page Layout Helen Foster

Distribution Verity Calderan

Proofreading Emma Callery

IT/Web Support Martin Baxter

Treasurer CAN YOU HELP FILL THIS GAP?

Directory Diana Barber

ADVERTISING RATES
SIZE MONO COLOUR

Third Page £10.00 £20.00

Half Page £15.00 £30.00

Please contact 

advertise@hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk

Donations can be put in the 

Newsletter Box in the Post Office or posted to: 

Hook Norton Newsletter, c/o Hook Norton Post Of-

fice, Queen Street, Hook Norton

NEXT ISSUE: JUNE:

COPY DATE: 15TH MAY

The views expressed in the Newsletter are not 

necessarily those of the Editorial Team

www.hook-norton.org.uk/newsletter

Thank you Stella Taylor for the cover photograph

HOOKY PLAYERS
Following on from the drama group’s AGM held on Tuesday 19 March the dates for our next 

production will be Thursday 19 to Saturday 21 September. It has been suggested that the players 

should put on two one-act plays and we are currently looking at suitable productions to stage. We 

would like the first play to be aimed at the younger members of the drama group, which will be a 

departure from their normal appearances in the panto. If you would like to know more or would 

like to propose a short play for consideration, please go to our website. On the contacts page there 

is a message box and we will get back to you.

We are also considering a traditional pantomime for the 2013/2014 season and dates for auditions 

for this production will be advertised later in the year. 

If you would like to see more on the group’s productions and activities please go to www.

hookyplayers.org where you will find all the contact details of who is who and a message option 

where you can send an enquiry. 

Richard Wheelton, Chairman, Hooky Players. 

Sheila Rider, Vice Chairman, Hooky Players. 
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Landscape & Garden Design

William
Curtis

Mobile:  07738 075868
Telephone: 01608 737589
Email:  will_curtis@hotmail.co.uk

William Curtis BSc. Hons.
19 Ironstone Hollow, Hook Norton, Banbury, Oxon, OX15 5NA

ENGLISH LITERATURE, ENGLISH LANGUAGE

PERSONAL TUITION

A LEVEL / AS LEVEL / GCSE

SUSAN DIXON BA (HONS) MA

REFERENCES PROVIDED

01295 788204
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GREAT ROLLRIGHT PRIMARY SCHOOL
As the days have got longer and the weather (slightly!) warmer, we have spent lots of time 

outdoors and we eagerly await longer sunnier days to enjoy! We have invested in four purpose-

built Welly Racks to try to manage our necessary footwear during the very wet conditions we 

have experienced! Our new outdoor play equipment has been a real success and the children 

have thoroughly enjoyed the new opportunities for fun! We are very grateful to the Three Peaks 

Challenge Dads who raised enough money last September to pay for the Play Boat, which is a great 

favourite with the children.

Indoors, we have set up a loan service for CD audio stories so the children can take them home to 

enjoy. At the moment the stories we have are only suitable for the older children and we would 

love to extend the service to the under sevens so if you have any suitable CDs you would be happy 

to donate to the school, we would make very good use of them.

The Friends of Great Rollright School continue to fundraise; this year our Summer Fete will be held 

on Saturday 13 July. Please put this date in your diaries now!

Many of you will have seen the recent planning permission notice on our school gate for the much 

needed fourth classroom at the school. For six years now we have been teaching in half of the 

school hall so would very much like a larger school hall and a library. Now we have to wait to see if 

the Diocese can provide us with the necessary funds!

We are really pleased to be working in partnership with Chadlington Primary School this year. As 

small rural schools, we have a lot in common, and it’s a great opportunity to learn from each other 

and share resources. On 5 March we took the entire school to Chadlington School to share in a 

World Book Day Theatre Production. The teachers planned the follow up work together to ensure 

the best learning opportunities for everyone!

The whole school is busy getting ready for our annual trip to Finland. Each year we take Year 6 (and 

this year one Year 5 child) to Vasa in West Finland, where the children learn about local traditions 

and spend time with children their own age. The twelve children who are travelling free of charge 

this year are getting very excited having heard all about the trip from those who travelled last year. 

However, our Finnish friends will be coming to us first, arriving on 12 April and staying in The Study 

Centre in Hook Norton. We plan to take them sightseeing in Oxford, Stratford and London and 

more locally visit Chipping Norton and the Rollright Stones! We will of course also welcome them 

into our classrooms and homes.

The school is seeking to employ a lunchtime server and a bus driver from September 2013. If you 

think you might be interested please contact the school office on 016708 737202.

SHIPSTON HOME NURSING
SPRING WALK, JOG OR RUN: Sunday 21 April at 10.30am, Walton Hall Wellesbourne CV35

9HU

Taking place in the 65 acres of grounds £5 adults £3 children

For more info call Gilda Gardner 01789 740083/ 07970 177951

Rebecca 01608 674929/07932 043111

PLANT SALE: Saturday 11 May 10 -12 noon. Sheldon Bosley HUB Shipston on Stour CV36 4DQ

Delivery of plants from 12.00 noon onwards Friday 10th May FREE ENTRY

Rebecca Mawle 01608 674929
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We are your local electricians

Hook Norton  & 
1 Heath Court, Queen Street, Hook Norton, OX15 5EG

01608 737382

Monday to Saturday  

7.30am to 6.00pm

Monday to Friday 

9.00 to 5.30pm 

Saturdays

9.00am to 12.30pm

•

•

•

•

•

•

NEWSPAPERS
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LIBRARY NEWS
Opening Hours Monday 2pm to 5pm 6pm to 7pm

Wednesday 2pm to 5pm

Friday 2pm to 5pm 6pm to 7pm

Saturday 9.30am to 12.30pm

Tel: 01608 737793

Hello,

An update on what has been happening here.

The next two dates for the Rhymetimes for Under-5-year-olds are the 8 April and 13 May from 

2pm to 2.30pm.

These usually take place the first Monday of the month and will continue as such after these 

dates. Some extra toys were purchased by FOHNCL (Friends of Hook Norton Community Library) 

to supplement our stock.

Do come along. Our numbers have increased and the children and adults have great fun. There 

is no charge or pre-booking necessary.

The annual Book and Plant sale will be taking place on the morning of Saturday 18 May. Always 

an enjoyable event, so do come along. We have ordered sunshine for the day!

Book donations will be able to be dropped off at the library Reading Room from Saturday 4 

May.

We now have the Parish Registers on CD for those researching local ancestry. Just ask at the 

desk – this is for library use only.

A reminder that we have photocopying and internet access here along with local newspapers 

and magazines.

I would like to thank you all for your continued support of the library.

Janet May, Library Manager

IF YOU AGREE THAT....

Libraries are important

We are lucky to have a library in Hook 

Norton

A library needs qualified staff

Our library offers a great service for 

people of all ages

then please join us in our campaign to keep 

our library running

Contact Sue Ditchfield for more details about the 

Friends of Hook Norton Community Library and how you 

can help us.

Friends of Hook Norton Community Library

A not-for-profit organisation recognised as charitable by HMRC for tax purposes

Trustees: P Walters, R Calderan, S Ditchfield, J Wheatley

•

•

•

•



8

Anwen Greenaway

Clothing made to order for all occasions.
Alterations and repairs. 

www.sewnbywhimwham.co.uk
anwen@sewnbywhimwham.co.uk
738176  or 07720 163750 

Jeff Sherborne

MAD MARCH HARES
Whether two years old or eighty-two years 

old, there was something to entertain all at 

Cantamus’ ‘Mad March Hares’ afternoon 

tea party in Shipston’s Townsend Hall at the 

beginning of March. 

Richard Emms, Cantamus’ Director, brought a 

great sense of fun and energy to the programme 

(even sporting a rather fine pair of hare’s 

ears befitting the occasion), and Anne Hume 

beguiled the audience with perfectly-timed 

humorous stories. The audience too took part 

in the programme, singing classical and more 

contemporary rounds – lustily and tunefully.

The music flowed – part-songs, folk songs, 

humorous ditties, melodic musings, and 

madrigals – as did the tea and plentiful rather 

delicious homemade cakes. Look out for next 

year’s March tea party – as this has become 

a firm favourite for choir and audience alike. 

Cantamus loves to share music locally, and 

would be very pleased to hear from anyone who 

would like to present a concert (local festivals or 

seasonal events for example), or a church mass. 

Currently, too, there are vacancies in the choir 

for tenors and a first bass, so – if you fit the bill 

and are an experienced singer, who reads music 

well, and enjoys singing a wide repertoire, do get 

in touch with Richard Emms, Director, at 01608

662163. If you’d like to think about presenting 

a concert, then contact Yvonne Ridley at 01789

269587. www.cantamus.org.uk 
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THE RECTOR WRITES
A Happy and Blessed Easter

As we journey on through Lent we see signs of new 

life all around us. As I write, the snowdrops are in 

full bloom, the trees are in bud, the crocuses are just 

beginning to break through the soil, and it looks like 

the entrance to St Peter’s will be adorned at Easter 

with a beautiful display of daffodils, from the bulbs 

that were planted by the congregation at last year’s 

Harvest Festival.

Although the dark still lingers and rain and sleet 

still persists, we in the Christian Church are waiting 

eagerly to very soon be celebrating once again the 

most amazing, the most spectacular sign of new life 

of any there has ever been!

Christ is Risen! He is Risen indeed! Alleluia! (one of the earliest liturgical affirmations) 

…but Easter isn’t just a declaration, it is an offering from God, to every human being, of a 

completely New Life.

Christians celebrate the resurrection of Jesus who was crucified for preaching a message 

of hope and love and inclusivity, and for putting His words into actions. Easter is God 

strengthening us to mature into worthy, joyful and contented individuals. It’s a message 

that assures us of God’s power to resuscitate men and women, because if God could raise 

Jesus from physical death, then He can raise each one of us from spiritual death.

In John’s Gospel, the Easter morning story begins with these words, “when it was still 

dark”. Our lives would be pretty gloomy had Jesus remained in the tomb; we would have 

nothing to hope for. But the events of Good Friday and Easter Sunday have shone light 

into the darkness. They have conveyed strength for today and hope for tomorrow; now we 

have nothing to fear! The Easter message is about coming out of darkness, conquering the 

past, and entering into the glorious light of a new life in Jesus Christ.

On behalf of all at St Peter’s I would like to wish you a very happy and blessed Easter, and I 

look forward to seeing many of you during our Easter celebrations.

There will be a whole range of services, events and activities going on in St Peter’s during 

Easter. If you would like further information, please do not hesitate to contact me or Janet 

or one of the Churchwardens, and we will be delighted to help you.

John Acreman

Further details on our noticeboards and website, www.stpeters-hooknorton.org.uk

or contact: The Rector, John Acreman (737223)

Email: acreman@xalt.co.uk

or our Lay Minister, Janet Collins 

or the Churchwardens, Pam Horne and Mary Powell 
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DENIS WYNN & CO
Solicitors

6a Market Place, Chipping Norton,

Oxfordshire OX7 5NA

Tel: 01608  643036    Fax: 01608  641025

e-mail:  wynnlaw@tiscali.co.uk

Conveyancing (Written quotations on request).

Matrimonial & Family

Wills & Trusts. Probate. General family business.

Home visits easily arranged for the housebound.

James Holiday Ltd 
Antiques

Psssst

Have you heard the secret

It’s your chance to buy where the trade buy.

Open Mon – Fri 9.30 – 4.30

Wychford Lodge Farmhouse, Hook Norton. OX15 5BX

Tel: 01608 730101  Email:  james@jamesholiday.co.uk
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MUSIC AT THE CROSSROADS
The summer and Music at the Crossroads, the Hook Norton music festival, will soon be here. We’ve 

made a few changes for this year …

The date is Saturday 1 June, a month 

earlier than in previous years. With 

the Friday Night Special on Friday 31

May.

All the music will be undercover in a 

big marquee, along with the bar. So 

whatever the weather, we can all 

stay dry!

We are featuring our homegrown 

talent alongside some of the most 

popular local bands in our area. 

Acts this year include; the mighty 

Leatherat, The Blue Meanies 

(Original 1983 line-up!), Princip, 

The Big Baloosh, Bushfield Smith, 

Cassels and DTT with acoustic 

performances from Paul Acreman, 

Jaffa Joe Jury and Harry Pane and 

winners of the Chipping Norton 

School Battle of the Bands – False 

Alarm. More to follow ….

There will be food stalls, the beer 

tent, children’s entertainment 

and a selection of vendor 

stalls. Plus this year we will 

have a woodcarver providing 

live demonstrations with his 

chainsaw!

On Friday 31 May for our Friday 

Night Special we welcome back the awesome Inflatables 

– probably the best ska tribute band around! Plus the wonderful gypsy-jazz trio FiddleBop.

MAC has raised more than £60,000 since 2001 and makes donations to Leukaemia Research, the Fire 

Service Fund, Air Ambulance, Katharine House Hospice, our village primary school and a host of local 

organisations and youth groups.

Tickets go on sale at the end of March. Adult tickets £15, 11–18 year olds £5 and 10 years and under 

FREE. (On the day prices are £20 and £10 respectively, so buy early and save!). Friday Night Special 

tickets at £5

Tickets from: Post Office, Village Shop, The Gate Hangs High, The Sun and The Pear Tree, Brewery 

Visitor’s Centre, Jaffe and Neale in Chipping Norton and One Man Band in Banbury.

More information can be found on the website www.hookymusic.co.uk

We are always looking for help in running the event, so if you would like to get involved – any help 

you can provide is appreciated – please contact us through our website or call Pete or 

email Phil on phil@hookymusic.co.uk. Hook Norton Charitable Association.

TICKETS AVAILABLE ONLINE FROM 29th MARCH AND AT:
GATE HANGS HIGH, PEAR TREE, SUN, POST OFFICE, VILLAGE SHOP, HOOKY
JAFFE & NEALE, CHIPPING NORTON, ONE MAN BAND, BANBURY

HOOK NORTON

MUSIC
CROSSROADS

A
T 

TH
E

20
13

SATURDAY
1 st JUNE

ADULT £15.00
£20.00 on the day11 - 18  £5.00

£10.00 on the dayUnder 11 FREE

Children’s Entertainment
Food

Hooky Beer Tent

Leatherat
Blue Meanies

Princip
Cassels

The Big Baloosh 
Bush�eld Smith 

DTT
False Alarm

Paul Acreman
Joe Jury

Harry Pane
The Pete Watkins Band

FERRIS HILL FARMbehind the GATE HANGS HIGH OX15 5JY1.30 - 11.30pm

Friday Night - 31st May £5.00

See w
ebsit

e fo
r 

exclu
siv

e 

tic
ket d

eals

www.hookymusic.co.uk

Bands correct at time of going to press but subject to change

Hook Norton Charitable Association presents

Proceeds of the day will be distributed to national and local charities / causes

Untitled-3   1
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SPECIALIST
LEGAL SERVICES FOR 

WHEN IT REALLY COUNTS

DIVORCE, SEPARATION, CHILDREN
AND ALL ASPECTS OF FAMILY LAW

LASTING POWER OF ATTORNEY
WILLS AND PROBATE

Nicky Gough MA MSc LLM, Solicitor
The Grain Store  Springfield Farm  Brailes  Oxfordshire  OX15 5JH

www.cotswoldfamilylaw.co.uk
    

info@cotswoldfamilylaw.co.uk

01608 686590

Motor Vehicle Technicians  -  Hook Norton 

Keeping you on the road !
Servicing ~ Repairs ~ Diagnostics ~ MOT testing ~ Tyres ~ Batteries

Exhausts ~ All Vehicle Makes and Models & Motorcycles Catered for          

Up to half the labour cost of main dealers and Independent Garages 

Collection and Delivery          

07837 821078 
www.bgmautomotive.co.uk

BGM Automotive

bookings call Becky on:

01608 730594 or

07989 348878

enquiries@topdogdaycare.co.uk

www.topdogdaycare.co.uk

enquires@topdogdaycare.co.ukT
Dog
op

Doggie Daycare and Doggie Holidays
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HOOK NORTON SCHOOL NEWS
Our new library is a big hit with the children who are clamouring to use it every 

lunchtime. Mrs Orchard has kindly volunteered to come back on Thursday lunchtimes 

to supervise a lending library. The children are enjoying lots of new books bought with 

funds raised by the Friends of Hook Norton School.

The two school Christmas productions were a great success and our Christmas tea 

party for older members of the village was extremely well attended. The recorder 

group played while our Year 6 children served delicious tea and cakes to an appreciative 

audience.

Our new wild garden is nearing completion ready for use in the spring and our newly 

redesigned courtyard is showing the first signs that spring is on its way.

The new teaching space ‘The Den’ is up and running and provides a much needed 

additional work space for the children.

I am delighted to announce that we have established a link with a school in Nairobi – 

The Dominion School – and look forward to learning about education and life in Kenya.

Thanks to the dedicated work of our caretaker, who was able to clear the paths around 

the school, we were able to keep the school open during the snow. The children 

enjoyed making snowmen and were very creative with their snow sculptures! Our Year 

6 children were due to go to Yenworthy, near Lynmouth, for their residential visit when 

the snow came down, so their journey was delayed by a day. They had a wonderful time 

when they finally got there, with snow drifts head height and Arctic views from every 

angle.

If you would like to support the work of the school, we welcome volunteers in many 

capacities, from reading, helping in the library, art, sewing, cooking to running 

an after school club or one-off coaching sessions. Please pop in or contact us at 

office.3044@hook-norton.oxon.sch.uk. Regular volunteers are subject to the usual 

safeguarding checks.
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BANBURY RURAL NEIGHBOURHOOD POLICE
TEAM NEWS

Neighbourhood Watch is an excellent tool. Local residents are our 

eyes and ears and are able to report to the police matters that we 

might otherwise be unaware of. Being part of a Neighbourhood Watch 

scheme, and displaying the signage, is also an excellent deterrent for criminals who may be more 

wary of offending in your street as the residents are more likely to notice and report suspicious 

behaviour. Please let us know if you are interested in becoming part of a Neighbourhood Watch 

Scheme, without obligation. More information can be found on our website at: www.thamesvalley.

police.uk.

We will be running a number of Neighbourhood Watch events throughout the year in many 

villages. The events will be a chance for you to learn more about the scheme sign up or simply 

meet the team. Please keep posted for forthcoming events. 

You may have already read in the local paper a new initiative being rolled out across the Cherwell 

Rural Neighbourhood called ‘Walk in the Countryside’. Core response teams in Cherwell are taking 

extra steps to reach out to isolated and rural communities. The initiative launched on the 1st of 

December and means that urban officers will dedicate more of their time to patrolling the villages 

in order to support the Rural neighbourhood team and those who live in the district. The move has 

been well received by residents in Milcome, Bloxham, Wigginton and Hook Norton who have seen 

an increase in Police presence and ‘bobbies on the beat’. If you have a community event coming up 

and would like Police attendance, please make contact with Sgt 6600 Richard Miller. 

We are always looking to recruit new members for the Neighborhood Action Group. If you 

have a little time and would like to make a real difference in your community please contact 

Sgt 6600 Richard Miller for more information about the role and Neighbourhood Action Group 

responsibilities. Banbury Police station can now be found on Twitter on @TVP_Banbury. We will 

tweet messages to help prevent crime, make appeals or issue warnings. This is a great way for us to 

stay in touch with you so please sign up and follow us! You can visit www.twitter.com

CONTACT US

Should you have any problems or concerns please phone the Thames Valley Police non-emergency 

number on 101 or email BanburyRuralNHPT@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk. Please allow some time 

for us to get back to you as we check our mailbox at certain times of the day.

In an emergency dial 999.

SWERE VALLEY SENIOR SECTION GROUP
Swere Valley Senior Section is a small group of teen girls who command our 

weekly activities.  It could be described as an active time, but I think it is more 

appropriately deemed a selected time when we throw some absurd ideas at 

the leaders (Katie Wood and Anna Bruton, with the occasional addition of Rosi 

Lunel). We have tried a range of activities since we started last November, 

with cooking being a favourite alongside costume making, yoga and soon we 

will be doing sailing, which will no doubt end as swimming. The sessions are 

full of laughter, and we enjoy planning the meetings for the next term, often 

we take it in turns to run the meetings. 

We are starting to sign off different elements of the Octants, which is what we work towards in 

Senior Section. Ruby Watkins
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KATHARINE HOUSE
Our 7th Midnight Walk will be on Saturday 29 June, details and 

£75,000 despite driving rain and blowing gales! 

Broughton Grange Gardens As part of our open gardens scheme, the fabulous Broughton 

Grange gardens will be open again for us this year on Saturday 27 April. The gardens are 

Katharine House. Delicious refreshments will be served. Tickets are £6 and will be available 

on the gate.

Katharine House Hospice Plant Sale & Spring Fare will be held on Tuesday 14 May, 

plants, there will be a range of original and unique home accessories, furniture, leather 

refreshments will be available for a small charge. A lovely day out!

Hospice May Ball The Masquerade Ball in aid of Katharine House Hospice this year is on 

Sunday 5 May at Bloxham School. There will be live entertainment from The Blue Meanies, 

Bring a Pound to Work Day! Building on the success of last year, on Friday, 26 April we 

will be holding another ‘Bring a Pound to Work Day!’. This is a really simple way to support 

the hospice so we’d love to see lots of businesses and schools taking part. Help us to beat 

last year’s total of £3,423! Call Sheila on 01295 812161 or email sheila.norton@khh.org.uk 

for more details or to register your workplace or school to take part.

Katharine House Hospice Newsletter

are produced twice a year in Spring and Autumn, and to be added to our mailing list please 

contact Valerie Carter on 01295 812161.

Katharine House Hospice Lottery
House, having raised over £1 million since May 2000. For £1 per week you might get a phone 

org.uk. 

2013 Collections
in June in Banbury, Chipping Norton, Bicester and Brackley. If you can spare an hour and 

£3,433. Thank you,

Nicky Hanson Community Fundraiser
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ST PETER’S CHURCH RESTORATION APPEAL

AND POLISH!!!
The new fundraising year began on 2 February with a 

we hope they will return and play again before too long.

took place at the Memorial Hall 23 February. A ‘full house’ 

enjoyed the ‘BATTLE OF THE ORGANISATIONS’ Quiz Night. 

Teams from our village clubs and groups competed over 

covered so many topics that everyone had a chance. There 

were fun prizes and delicious food – but above all, lots of 

laughter.

EXTRAVAGANZA. Because the date is 17 March, St Patrick’s 

tea.

 left.

NOW THE BIG ONE: A MIDSUMMER DINNER AND DANCE at St Peter’s on 21 June at 7pm. This 

event has proved a huge success from when we opened our fund-raising and therefore it is by 

popular request that we are holding our third.

Dancing will be to the popular music of NO TOOLS REQUIRED and the delicious dinner again 

will be created by Mick and Amber with their team from The Sun, complimented by some 

– so come and have a ball!!! 

Tickets will cost £30 per person and will be on sale from 10 April. Call Rita or Kevin.

Church.

HOOK NORTON BRASS BAND
There will be a Spring Concert at St Peter's Church on Saturday 27 April 7.30pm – free admission 

(retiring collection in aid of band funds) – an evening of varied music for all ages ranging from 

traditional to modern (with a slant this concert to the swinging 1960s!!). Please come along and 

support your local band in its 128th year – everybody welcome!!

Martin Quartermain
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HOOK NORTON FESTIVAL OF

FINE ALES

As spring follows winter (hopefully) the organising committee 

have started work on this year’s beer festival. We are 

hoping for a slightly dryer lead up to this year’s Festival 

but we do have a little longer to put some contingency 

plans in place for alternative car parking. 

Despite the continuing economic downturn brewers 

from around the country were still be able to 

donate enough beer for the festival to generate 

a substantial amount for both Leukaemia 

and Lymphoma Research (www.

beatbloodcancers.org/) and a variety of 

local charities. Last year we served 120

different ales and ciders and managed 

to raise almost £20,000 with half going to 

LLR and the remainder distributed to local 

groups.

As ever, we are very much dependent on willing 

volunteers for help on the day, doing ticket sales or 

working on one of the beer pouring shifts; in the days 

leading up to the festival, preparing the site and the stillage, 

and the day after, clearing up in the morning (or possibly afternoon)! The schedule 

we have requires the marquees to be up by the Wednesday so we can erect the stillage (what the beer 

barrels rest on) on Thursday. This will allow the barrels to be put in place on Friday giving them 24

hours to settle before the festival so the beer can be served in the best possible condition. We could do 

with a hand (well approximately 16 of them actually) to set up the stillage and serving tables Thursday 

afternoon/evening. 

One of our major expenses is paying for couriers to deliver full barrels from brewers all over the 

country to Hooky Brewery. If you happen to be travelling around the country in the first three weeks of 

July and you don’t mind picking up a barrel or two, it will mean that we have more to donate following 

this year’s festival. If you think you might be able to help, please drop an email to info@hookybeerfest.

co.uk. 

On the day we have teams of beer pourers each doing one two-hour stint serving. It’s all good fun and 

many of those who did it for the first time last year enjoyed it immensely. If you would like to be part 

of a beer pouring team, please let us know at the email address below. We will also need people to 

take money and issue the tickets.

One thing to remember and pass on to others is that the Rural Fayre Field is used for livestock the rest 

of the year, so we would ask that you avoid bringing any glass or cans to the event. Security staff will be 

asking anyone with glass or cans to remove them from the site. For the same reason, we will be using 

polycarbonate glasses again this year. 

Finally, there is the day after the night before... It’s one way of blowing away the cobwebs and the 

more people who help litter pick, clear up and put things back into storage the quicker we can all go 

for a quick hair of the dog...

Anyone who would like to contribute in any way should drop an email to info@hookybeerfest.co.uk. 

Check out the new website for more details and (beer related) news www.hookybeerfest.co.uk.
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HOOK NORTON BAPTIST CHURCH
I'm afraid the early date of Easter this year caught me unprepared, as, thinking it was in April, I 

did not give details of our Easter events in the last Newsletter, and now it is too late. I hope you 

had a happy Easter, and not too many chocolate eggs! Apparently there was a 'religious' Easter 

Egg on sale this year. I haven't actually seen one, but I don't think the egg itself is much different 

from other brands, it's just the packaging. The religious significance of Easter is explained, and 

there is an activity for the children. Called ‘The Real Easter Egg’, it is designed to counteract, in 

some small way, the complete secularisation of this religious festival. It is so sad that generations 

of children are growing up thinking that Easter is all about chocolate eggs, fluffy rabbits and 

decorated hats, just as Christmas is about Santa, presents and decorated trees. If that was all 

there was to these two most important Christian Festivals, why celebrate at all? If Christ had not 

been born we would never have had the opportunity to know God personally, never have had 

the example of his perfect life, or the benefit of his extraordinary teachings. And if Christ had 

never risen from the dead at Easter, there would be no hope of eternal life for us, no escape from 

death, darkness and despair. Everyone needs to know this, including children, and if they don't 

hear it from anywhere else I'm glad there's an Easter Egg that might help!

Just Desserts

The musical evening went ahead on 2 March without the expected Gospel Choir, who had to 

cancel their appointment a few days beforehand. But we were ably entertained by a teenage 

group comprising Nathan Pendry on guitar and banjo, and singers Alicia Mann and Ruby Watkins, 

who were already expecting to be part of the programme, and Anna and Ruth Quartermain 

(piano and clarinet) who were not! They all did extremely well. Alicia and Ruby's voices blended 

and harmonised beautifully, and were skilfully accompanied by Nathan. Anna and Ruth gave 

strong, professional performances of some beautiful music, and we are so grateful they were 

willing and able to step in at the last minute.

After watching two short DVDs, some of our audience were surprised when pastor John then 

took over with his guitar and led a sing-along of 50s’ and 60s’ popular music. Older people 

enjoyed it but the younger ones were a bit nonplussed, not being familiar with many of the 

songs! The usual great desserts completed a happy evening and over £100 was donated to Tear 

Fund.

The next Just Desserts event is on 20 April, content to be announced. Do come!

The Y Course

This is expected to take place in late April. It's not too late to sign up if you are interested, and 

would like to explore some of the big questions of life in a

friendly and informal atmosphere, e.g. What is the purpose of life? Is there a God? Why 

suffering? Contact John Taylor at church office for more information.

Holiday Club August 5–8, for ages 5–11. Enrolment during the summer term.

Weekly Activities

Sunday: Service 10.30am

Wednesday: Coffee Morning 10am–12 noon; Bible Study 8pm (phone for information and venue)

Saturday: Prayer Meeting 8am

Youth Clubs, shared with St Peter’s, at the Youth Hall (phone for details)

Rev. John Taylor, church office 737315 Dorothy Smith 
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Need an energy boost?

Try Shiatsu and Reiki 
with qualified, experienced Shiatsu practitioner and Reiki Master.

Do you have back pain? Are you pregnant?

Have you just had a baby and want to get back into shape?

Try one to one yoga sessions tailored to your needs, 

with qualified, experienced yoga teacher.

Enquiries: Lorraine Newman BWY RT

Lorraineyoga@aol.com - 01608 730706 

Interior Decorating
Quality Work ~ Reasonable Rates ~ Free Estimates

Call me on 07887 508021

Alan Lewis

Specialist in wallpapering, decorative effects, spraying, tiling, 

coving, glazing, all interior/exterior painting

References and portfolio available, competitive prices

Tel: 01295 721206                                   mobile: 07790 394625

mail@davidgreendecorating.co.uk           www.davegreendecorating.co.uk
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We have started planning a safari supper for Saturday 21 September, 

and this year we are introducing a slightly different format, which 

requires hosts to provide either a starter course or a main course.

Guests will be able to apply to join in the fun at the beginning of 

June (watch out for an application form in June’s Newsletter), but 

for now we are seeking hosts who are happy to serve a starter or 

main course (we need about 15 of each).

If you are interested in being a host, please email safarisupper@live.co.uk before 30 April, 

indicating which course you would prefer to provide and the maximum number of people you can 

accommodate (including yourselves). 

To show how much we value the contribution hosts make to the success of these safari suppers, 

you will be invited to an exclusive hosts ‘Thank you in Advance’ party on Saturday 13 July.

If you want to know any more information before deciding, please direct any questions to the 

above email address and one of the team will get back to you.

Our purpose in organising these events is twofold: to provide a great night out, and to raise money 

for local charities. In the last three years, there have been three rollicking nights out and over 

£3,500 has been raised. We look forward to another bumper event, but cannot do it without hosts. 

Thanks, from the Safari Supper Team

BLUEBELL WALK
On Sunday 12 May starting from Hell 

Brake Paddock, Whatcote. (Postcode 

CV36 5EF)

Come for a gentle walk up to Hell Brake to 

see the bluebells and enjoy a cream tea in the 

churchyard on your return. 

You can start the walk any time between 2pm

and 5pm

The cost is £6 for adults, accompanied children 

free – and this includes the tea and scones!

The walk will start from Church Lane, 

Whatcote (postcode CV36 5EF) and will be 

well signposted in the village, as will free car 

parking.

Cake & produce stalls – Dogs welcome if kept 

on a lead.

Proceeds to St Peter’s Church repairs.

Strong shoes or boots are essential.

If you have any queries please contact Sue 

Price – telephone 01295 680007 or email: 

susan.price@ukgateway.netza



22

Taking you where you want to go...

Tel: 01295 254254   Thorpe Mead, Banbury, OX16 4RZ

A modern first class reliable service 
for all your coaching needs
14 – 70 seat coaches available

www.cheneycoaches.co.uk
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‘WHEN BOB MET SALLY’
Are you one of those people who love the triumphal sound 

of pealing bells every Thursday night and Sunday morning? 

We know you like to gather outside on New Year's Eve to 

celebrate at midnight, as our bells ring out the old and ring 

in the new. And those eight bells were also put to great use 

last year, as they rang out in celebration of the Diamond Jubilee and the Olympics.

But have you ever wanted to know more – ever wondered who makes it happen and how you 

can get involved? Well, here’s your chance! On Saturday 27 April, between 10am and noon, we’re 

having an Open Day. You can come up the bell tower to have a look, find out what’s involved, and 

have a go! There's no obligation – just come along if you’re curious. 

You can find out more by contacting our Tower Captain Sally Austin or Verity Calderan, our Secretary.

And remember to have a look at the Hooky Bell Ringers' website: www.hookychurchbells.co.uk.

The current band of bell ringers comes from all walks of life, ranging in age from 17 to over 70. And 

we’re always looking for new people to join us. You don't need to be musical or super fit! You just 

need to be able to negotiate the 50 steps up the spiral staircase to the tower, be willing to learn a 

fascinating new skill, and be available on Thursday evenings for practice.

We always have fun, and it’s certainly very rewarding. And the social side is important too, so we 

can always be found in The Sun every Thursday at 9pm after ringing!

We hope to see you at our Open Day on 27 April from 10am.

Oh, and the ‘Bob and Sally’ thing? Well, you'll just have to come up and see us to find out! 
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We are a 

MASTERS OF COLOUR SALON
achieved in London with Schwarzkopf International

We can do ‘Hair Up’ for Weddings, Parties and Balls.

Open until 8pm on Tuesdays

Come along and meet us

Telephone: 01608 737073
Heath Court, Queen Street, Hook Norton, Banbury

PILATES AT SERENITY IN SIBFORD
 Madeleine Wilson, Master Mat & Studio Qualified

07905 053300 or 01295 780279:    mw1@linuxwaves.com

Offers Private Studio, Reformer & Group Mat Sessions in

Fully equipped Pilates Studio (easy parking)

 For Beauty, Sport & Remedial Massage Treatments 

 Call Jo and VIcky at Serenity on 01295 788463
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“Make Hook Norton an even better place to be, now and for future generations”

A Neighbourhood Plan provides a new way for local communities to influence the planning of the 

area in which they live and/or work under a legal basis provided by the Localism Act 2011.

Thank you to all who returned questionnaires. This essential information gathering is part of the 

process of understanding the opinions and needs of our community. You can still contribute your 

ideas to the Neighbourhood Plan by email and by contacting members of the steering committee via 

the website www.hooknortonneighbourhoodplan.org.uk.

The questionnaire returns, while limited in number, shows that our village values maintaining a 

strong community spirit and we appreciate the many facilities and amenities it provides. There is a 

desire to have a say in respect to housing and development. Some concerns raised include the roads 

and parking. More information will appear 

on the website. 

This is still early days in the development 

of the Neighbourhood Plan and the 

questionnaire is our first step. A next step 

will be to proactively involve the village 

through consultation with all our various 

groups, organisations, businesses and 

individuals.

In developing a robust and sustainable 

Neighbourhood Plan the Steering Group 

seeks to both inform and involve the 

residents of Hook Norton.

More information can be 

found on the website www.

hooknortonneighbourhoodplan.org.uk. 

You can also contact the Steering Group 

Chairman Jonathan Muller on 01608 

738295

DORIS PICKERING
We would like to express our sincere 

thanks to friends and neighbours for 

their kind condolences on the loss of 

our mother ‘Dolly’, who passed away 

peacefully on 4 March, aged 88. Dolly 

will be remembered for her lovely 

homemade cakes, her kind smile and 

warm welcome to her home.

Pickering Family
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Are you holding an event that you need to

hire cutlery and crockery for?

I have enough for 120 people including

cruets, milk jugs, sugar bowls

and serving spoons.

15p an item, and return it dirty!

Pick up and return required from Swalcliffe.

From private dinner parties for 10 to the one off

party for 120 guests  all you need to do is call:

 Vicky Taylor

on

01295 780206 / 07841 910037

www.swacliffegrange.com

Cutlery and Crockery for Hire
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CALLING ALL DOG AND CAT LOVERS
One of the local veterinary surgeries is collecting items for homeless dogs and cats. If 

you have any of the following to spare, they would be very gratefully received. Every 

few weeks the donations are distributed to the most needy animal shelters around the 

country.

Old Dog Leads – Collars – Blankets – Towels – Beds – Dog Coats – Scratching Posts 

– Spare Food – Chews – Brushes – Combs – Shampoo – Toothpaste – In date Wormer / 

Flea Treatments – Toys, etc.

Anything you think would make an unwanted dog’s/cat’s life a little happier. Anything 

not suitable will be divided between the RSPCA and PDSA charity shops in Banbury.

Please spare a few minutes to search for any unwanted items mentioned above and 

recycle them for a very good cause. If you care to give me a call, I will be happy to 

deliver them. Many thanks. Hilary Wiseman

BANBURY CHAMBER ORCHESTRA
On Sunday 12 May at 4pm, the Banbury Chamber Orchestra will be making a welcome 

return to St Peter’s Church with a programme of popular pieces: Beethoven’s Coriolan 

overture, Haydn’s Symphony No. 103 ‘Drum Roll’ (no prizes for guessing which instrument 

that symphony will feature) and Mozart’s effervescent bassoon concerto, played by local 

musician Ian McCubbin, who also performed in the Compton Ensemble’s concert earlier this 

year. For tickets, call Emma Callery (737249) or email on emma@caller.demon.co.uk. Adults 

£10, children aged 18 and under go FREE.
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SMART HOOKY
Electricity data flowing back to HN residents

After almost a year of technical development, debugging and software 

configuration, we are now very pleased to announce that the data from 

the electricity monitoring units that have been installed in Hook Norton 

is now available to the residents to view.

In total, we have installed equipment in the main 11 substations of Hook 

Norton and monitoring nodes in 47 residents’ properties (away in their meter box) to measure 

electricity usage. 

Participants of the trial are now able to view their own data while other people in the village will 

be able to view the overall electricity consumption of the village as well as the consumption of the 

different substations. At the moment anybody can 

visit the Smart Hooky website: www.smart-hooky.net 

and view the aggregated electricity usage of the 47 

residents who took part in the trial.

This graph shows the last 24 hours of electricity 

consumption from the residents having a monitoring 

node installed. It highlights time where electricity 

demand is high. There are essentially two peaks of electricity: a medium one between 7 and 

10am and a larger peak between 5 and 9pm.

The data and how to use the website was presented to the participants at two community events, 

which took place on 6 and 12 March at the Brewery and we are now looking to increase the 

number of participants.

USER CONSUMPTION IN HOURS OVER A DAY

Participants are able to login on the Smart-Hooky website to view their personal electricity 

consumption (blue line), identify the peaks of electricity and compare it with the average across 

the participants (orange line).

RECRUITING FURTHER PARTICIPANTS

In order to make the data more robust and understand better the electricity usage patterns of the 

residents, we are now looking to install a further 100 monitoring nodes in people’s meter boxes in 

the areas of STATION ROAD, EAST END, BOURNE LANE and SOUTHROP. So if you live in one of these 

areas (see map below), whether you feel you have a typical or unusual electricity consumption, 

please get in touch to take part in the trial.

PRIZE DRAW FOR NEW PARTICIPANTS

As an incentive, new participants will also take 

part in a prize draw once we have sufficient 

nodes installed on the system. First prize is a 

Eurostar voucher worth £150, second prize a 

restaurant voucher worth £70 and third and 

fourth prizes, Village Shop vouchers at £30

each.

For further information and to register your 

interest in taking part in this exciting project, 

please visit: www.hn-lc.org.uk/smart-hooky

Or contact Delphine Wolfe on: 01908 354533 or e-mail enquiries@smart-hooky.net
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WILDLIFE NOTEBOOK
It does seem strange to be writing copy for the April issue with 

the woodburner hissing away and flurries of snow melting 

on the window pane. Some mixed weather also followed the 

February issue – heavy snow forced a lot of wildlife into our 

gardens and kept many of us at home – but the sunshine soon 

followed and I was sent this delightful shot by Stella Taylor of a 

honeybee plundering a virginal snowdrop on 15 February. Stella 

also sent a photo of a pair of visiting reed buntings almost a year 

since they last showed up in her Watery Lane garden. Spring 

seemed to be kicking off, and as early as the end of February 

the tits in my garden were getting agitated and some were even 

checking out my box.

Tuesday 5 March was especially beautiful and memorable. A stroll in the warm sunshine followed 

by a pint of chilled, still cider in a pub garden, and the world felt 

good, but over the next few days the temperature plummeted 

and the rain came in. My new camera arrived and in my 

desperation to try it out I decided to head for the shelter of 

Whichford Woods, which is soggy at the best of times but that 

day it was as wet as an otter's pocket. 

My aim was to locate the ravens' nest. One of the birds was 

calling in a muted and strangulated way from deep in the 

woods, sounding uncannily like Marge Simpson, so I strayed off the 

path and homed in on the noise. Suddenly the calls stopped – I had 

been spotted, so I knew I was near the nest site. Sure enough as I 

approached a large pine tree with a promisingly immense nest of 

branches in its crown that could only have been raven or buzzard, 

the female emerged and rose into the sky, soon to be joined by 

her mate. She must have been incubating eggs, so given the cool, 

damp conditions I didn't hang around after taking a quick shot of the nest and snapping one of the 

adults through a gap in the canopy. Neither shot would win any prizes but you can get a sense of the 

size of branches these impressive birds had gathered, and the silhouette shows the long, paddle-like 

tail and broad wings that make them such spectacular masters of the sky. 

The eggs will be close to hatching by the time you read this and 

I look forward to watching the whole family riding the thermals 

later in the spring.

On the subject of large birds, David Cooper sent me a series 

of disturbing images. He had discovered a dead buzzard in his 

Brewery Lane garden and this photograph, with its apparent 

entry and exit wounds, made me wonder if it had been shot, 

so I collected the poor thing to give it a once over in case we 

had a real whodunnit on our hands. Fortunately there were no 

external wounds and, given its very thin state, I would guess that it died of natural causes. 

In the June issue I hope to bring you news of success in one of my owl boxes and of course more of 

your photos and reports. In the meantime get your picnic blankets out and walking boots on; it’s 

time enjoy the British countryside at its best.

Patrick Fox PFeditorial@gmail.com
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beautybeauty

Larkfields | Tadmarton Heath Road

Hook Norton | Banbury

Oxfordshire | OX15 5DQ

Telephone 01608 730926

Email: claire@azurebeauty.biz

Claire Gregson 

(C.I.B.T.A.C./B.A.B.T.A.C.)

AESTHETIC AND COMPLEMENTARY THERAPIES

Azure Beauty offers an extensive range of massage, beauty and holistic treatments.

Ring Claire for a brochure or more information. 

Gift Vouchers Available
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PROGRAMME 2013-2014
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We meet at the Hook Norton Baptist Hall at 2pm on the dates below.

April 16th  40 Years Catching Smugglers

   Malcolm Nelson

Competition:  Wine glass

May 21st  The Extraordinary Vesta Tilley Ray Sturdy

Competition: Decorative scarf

June 13th  Summer lunch at Chipping Norton Golf Club

June 18th  Summer Planting Harriet Rycroft

Competition: Garden bloom

July 16th  Garden Party

August 20th  Summer Outing 

September 17th From the Baltic to the Caspian Jennie Boyle

Competition: Russian object
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October 15th  The Mitfords John Wheatley

Competition: An old book

October 26th  Bring and Buy Sale

November 14th Christmas Shopping Trip to Solihull

November 19th Butler to Royalty – “Welcome to my World”  

   William French

Competition: Royal memorabilia

December 5th Christmas lunch at The Sun

December 17th Christmas Tea  & Entertainment

January 21st  Members Afternoon

February 18th History in the Making Penny Noble

Competition: Old family photograph

March 18th  AGM & Mini – Show
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1ST HOOK NORTON GUIDES
One session, we arrived to 

find that the Senior Section 

girls were going to run a 

meeting for us. It was to 

celebrate Thinking Day 

and they ran the activities 

on England, Switzerland, 

Mexico and India. In the 

Mexico corner, we hit a 

piñata – Millie hit it on her 

first go! We also did an 

Indian wordsearch and ate 

tacos and we designed funky 

patterns on our hands with 

henna – we also made Indian 

lanterns. The next station 

was English activities, where 

we decorated digestive biscuits and made models out of clay and spaghetti. At the last corner, 

which was Switzerland, we had a game with wood and rope, where we had to make skis and 

work as a team to get across the room. We had a really fun night.

Jodie Hackland

In February half term some of the 

guides and Senior Section went to 

Bloxham School to do a swimathon – we 

all raised some money to go towards 

asthma and our unit funds. Altogether, 

we swam nearly 10 miles. We all had a 

lot of fun and were really proud of our 

achievement. Lots of community groups 

took part in this afternoon’s event.

At one of the guide meetings, the Baden-

Powell girls held a session on decorating 

cakes – they put a lot of effort into 

organising this session as they had spent 

the night before cooking the cakes. Each 

guide was able to decorate two cup 

cakes. The BP girls were the judges – they 

tasted the small one and then we got to 

eat the big one. If we wanted to, we could 

bring our own icing and sprinkles into the 

meeting. At the end they announced the 

winners and they were Esme and Sasha.

Connie Harris, Esme Knight and Georgina 

Housby
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The Visitor Centre is open Monday to Saturday 9.30am to 4.30pm 

throughout the year where you can purchase our ales in varying sizes from  

www.hooky.co.uk

Tel: 01608 730384

Vocalists

Line Dancers
Recorder Players

Operatic Society

Folk GroupHandbell Ringers
Singing Group

Presenting an evening of music in aid of Cancer Research UK

A Musical Miscellany
Something for all tastes performed

by local talented enthusiasts 

Friday, April 19th 7.30pm

Chipping Norton Town Hall

All proceeds from the evening will go to Cancer Research UK 

Tickets £10 - to include refreshments

Available in advance from Gill&Co. High Street

and Porcupine, Market Place, Chipping Norton

Also available on the door on April 19th
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SNIPPETS FROM HOOK NORTON PARISH COUNCIL
Appeal on Proposed Bourne Lane Development The Planning Inspectorate’s decision will be made known by 

4 July.

Neighbourhood Plan –Neighbourhood Plan survey forms were distributed with the Newsletter in February. 30

questionnaires have been returned by residents and the Steering Group is collating details. The Steering Group 

will be visiting local groups soon (e.g. doctors, playgroup, school, pubs) to discuss their needs.

Hook Norton War Memorial Hall The Parish Council is aware of some movement in the building and now has 

a report from a structural engineer. The survey has identified a problem with the roof pushing the side walls 

out. The building is currently safe to use, but an annual safety certificate will be obtained from the Engineer for 

insurance purposes. The report has resulted in three repair options:

1) Use of trans-rods to stop the walls leaning out any further: £14.000. The life expectancy of this 

solution is unknown and it will preclude use of the hall for badminton or by the Film Society.

2) Take off roof, shore-up and re-roof: £70,000.

3) Take off roof, shore-up, re-roof and lower ceiling: £150,000. This would preclude use of the hall 

for badminton, but make the hall cheaper to heat. The cost does not include modernisation of the hall to 

encourage wider use.

These substantial costs would have to come from the Parish Precept. A question was included in the 

Neighbourhood Plan survey form asking residents what they want from the Memorial Hall. Hirers will also be 

asked their views.

Affordable Housing The Parish Council, Cherwell Community Land Trust, Cherwell District Council (CDC) and HN 

Low Carbon Group continue to consider use of CDC land off Bourne Lane for affordable housing. A traffic survey 

has been completed and the results are awaited.

Housing Register People with affordable housing needs are reminded that they should register with Cherwell 

District Council without delay. It takes a number of weeks for applications to be processed, perhaps too late for 

Hook Norton residents to be eligible for any local properties, which may become available.

Parking Related Issues in Sibford Road and Adjacent Roads Councillors have received correspondence regarding 

inconsiderate, dangerous and illegal parking in Sibford Road and adjacent roads at school time. It is feared that 

such parking may cause a serious accident, probably involving a child. The school had issued requests in its 

newsletters and on the web asking parents to be more considerate when parking. The local PCSO has done a 

walk-by and will be reporting back to Governors soon. The school’s Health & Safety Governor has also done a 

walk-by. Governors continue to monitor the situation. The Parish Council asks parents to park sensibly, legally 

and with due consideration for residents.

Park Area Empty aerosol cans have been found in this and other areas. The Police are aware. A new path is 

being laid into the park and when the work is complete the gate will be locked with authorised users only having 

access to the combination of the lock.

Parish Council Owned Trees Sacha Barnes Landscaping are carrying out a survey of all Parish Council owned 

trees during March and April. Permission to carry out work to any Parish Council owned trees will not be 

granted until after the report from the Consultants has been considered.

Hedges in Ironstone Hollow Volunteers are needed to trim back the hedges/brambles at a) the Hollybush Rd 

end of Ironstone Hollow by the post box and b) at the left-hand entrance to Ironstone Hollow itself (overgrowing 

path). Please contact Cllr Hayward jem@briksdal.co.uk if you are willing to lend a hand. The hedge on the main 

road by the bus stop is most likely the responsibility of OCC Highways, but as this is not growing over the path 

it is unlikely that they will attend to it.

The Bell Inn An open meeting was held on 19 February. Parish Councillors are monitoring the situation carefully 

and are in regular contact with CDC Planning Department.

Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer to Hook Norton Parish Council  Rosemary Watts
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• All are welcome - Golfers, beginners and everyone in between.

• Start your day with a bacon roll with coffee/tea in our comfortable ‘farmhouse’ 

clubhouse, or perhaps on the outside terrace enjoying the fabulous views.

• Established golfers can play 9 selected  holes (to be booked  in advance)

• Free ‘Taster lessons’ for all on our impressive practice facilities under the guidance of our 

resident professional, John Stubbs and his team (advance booking advisable) 

o Juniors golf activities   o  Putting competition. 

• Unbelievable membership offers and further coaching deals available on the day.

• Entry fee £5.00 incl.  (accompanied, under 18’s – free)

Call 01608 738091 to register. 

All those who register are entered into a prize draw. Winner gets 2 months free 

membership in the appropriate category (Mens, Ladies or Juniors). T’s &C’s apply.
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CRAIG HAMILTON-SMITH

Garden Design Ltd
For carefully thought through Garden Design and Garden Maintenance

Over 10 years experience in the North Cotswolds

Knowledgeable      Friendly      Reliable

craig@chsgardendesign.co.uk                          www.chsgardendesign.co.uk

RHS Medal winners

Winner of the National BALI Award for Garden Maintenance

O�ce 01608 658368                                 Mobile 07791 876 455

HOOK NORTON W.I. 
Our first speaker of the year was Iain 

Mortimer who gave us a fascinating 

talk about bee keeping in Manhattan.  

He explained he belongs to the 

Shipston Bee Keeping Society and 

as he had to fly to New York several 

times a month he decided to help bee 

keepers in Manhattan.  Apparently 

bees were treated as vermin from 

1999 to 2010.  Many people in 

Manhattan have small gardens on the 

roof tops and since 2010 some wanted 

to keep bees.

At our February meeting the 

speaker was James Tobin who gave 

a fascinating and in depth account 

about Hook Norton at War.  He 

explained how the ARP was organised 

by volunteers and how some evacuees 

were welcomed to live with various 

families in the village. As the war went 

on Prisoners of War were brought in 

to help on the farms along with Land 

Girls.  Hook Norton Brewery stables 

were adapted to accommodate 

soldiers who were waiting to join in 

the Invasion.

We were pleased to welcome two new 

members and two visitors.

Doreen McLaughlin 
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Oil Boiler Servicing

Oil Aga Servicing

New Oil Boiler Installations

Hook Norton 01608 738156 

Emergency Breakdowns: 07973 128987
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NEW SMALL ELECTRICAL GOODS RECYCLING

SERVICE TO BE ROLLED OUT
A new service which allows residents to recycle small 

electrical goods from home is being rolled out across 

Cherwell from Monday, 4 March.

Households across the district will begin to receive a 

pink electrical recycling bag which will allow people to 

recycle small electrical goods alongside their normal 

waste and recycling collections.

The scheme is being rolled out by Cherwell District 

Council in a bid to encourage people to recycle more 

goods and keep recyclable items away from landfill.

Cllr Nigel Morris, lead member for clean and green, said: “Over 50 per cent of electrical items sold 

in the UK are still thrown away into landfill each year. So Cherwell is making it easier to recycle your 

small electrical items at home. Any small household electrical items are suitable; if it has a plug or 

batteries and fits inside a standard carrier bag we will recycle it at the kerbside.”

Previously people were only able to recycle small electrical goods at designated recycling points. 

But from Monday residents will be able to put unwanted items such as hair straighteners, radios 

and kitchen appliances into either the pink recycling bag provided, or any other normal carrier 

bag. Larger appliances which are too big to fit in the bags, such as fridges and televisions, are not 

suitable for the new scheme.

These bags should then be left on top of bins and they will be removed by crews as part of the 

weekly collection rounds. New cages have been fitted to the underside of the refuse and recycling 

vehicles to collect the items, which are then taken to a facility in Daventry where they are broken 

down into individual materials.

Rare metals are often found in small electrical items so by recycling them it reduces the need to 

mine natural and rare resources and subsequent environmental impact.

For more information visit www.cherwell.gov.uk/recycling or call 01295 227003, Details are also 

available from www.twitter.com/CherwellRecycle and www.facebook.com/cherwelldistrictcouncil 

SHIPSTON HOME NURSING
20 WALKS IN SHIPSTON COUNTRY: This new 96-page guidebook has just been published for the 

exclusive benefit of Shipston Home Nursing. It has been compiled by Peter Titchmarsh in memory 

of his wife, Janet. It is also his way of thanking all the staff of SHN for the many months of loving 

care that they gave her. Centred on Shipston, this guidebook describes twenty walks in a wide 

swath of countryside between Stratford-upon-Avon, Chipping Campden, Moreton-in-Marsh, 

Chipping Norton and Banbury. Varying in length between two and ten miles these walks each start, 

with one exception, from an inn, although being circular, they can be started and finished at any 

point.

This guide also contains an interesting forty-page section describing the towns, villages and 

other places of interest in our lovely ‘Shipston country’. For this reason it can also be enjoyed by 

motorists and cyclists exploring the area.

Priced at £6, Do visit our website for more information.

ALL PROCEEDS WILL BE FOR THE BENEFIT OF SHIPSTON HOME NURSING.
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www.firs-garage.com 
Family business established 1960 

 01608 737349 / 737641 Hook Norton, OX15 5DD

Extensive range of new 
and used cars & 4x4’s: 
petrol, diesel & electric  

Part exchange welcome

     All-new Mitsubishi Outlander 4x4 

We look forward to seeing you, the kettle is on!

Service 

MOT  Parts 

Bodyshop 

Fuel   Shop 
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DEVIZES TO WESTMINSTER INTERNATIONAL

CANOE EVENT
By the time you read this article, I hope to have 

completed the Devizes to Westminster International 

Canoe Event, which is an endurance race, 125 miles 

long with 77 portages (going around the locks). I am 

paddling in a K2 with Simon Hanger; we are both 

members of Banbury & District Canoe Cub. The 

event starts at the bottom of the Devizes lock flight, 

it includes going on the Kennet and Avon canal and 

then onto the Thames to finish outside the Houses 

of Parliament.

We will be doing this over 24 hours, starting on Easter 

Saturday, 30 March at about 8.15am. The last stretch 

is on the tidal section of the Thames, which means 

we have to reach Teddington by 7am in order to be 

allowed to continue before the tide turns. We have 

been doing specific training for this event – over 

430 miles in 4 months. The last one we did was on 

17 March, Devizes to Newbury – 34 miles and 35

portages in 6 hours 30 minutes.

I am doing this paddle particularly for my father 

who has just been diagnosed with Acute Myeloid 

Leukaemia and in memory of Hilary Thomas, my first canoeing partner. We have chosen to raise 

money for the Lawrence Home Nursing Team. Dad is a founder trustee member of the Lawrence 

Home Nursing team based in Chipping Norton and covers the surrounding villages. (http://www.

lawrencehomenursing.org/index.html). Please take a look at my Just Giving site and if you would like 

to sponsor me, I would be very grateful. www.justgiving.com/Julie-Wood9

Julie Wood - juliedwood46@gmail.com

WANTED!
Are you an enthusiastic or frustrated model maker?

THE VILLAGE MUSEUM NEEDS YOU!

It has an architect-designed model of the old 

Wallingford Maltings in its display, which has seen 

better days. It is built to '00' railway gauge scale 

(approx.) and needs tender loving care to restore it.

Fine detail, which is still there, has become 

detached and needs repositioning. Its setting has 

opportunities for your own contribution.

Come and have a look at the model and if you are 

that person – or you know someone who is – would 

you please contact the Curators.

Barbara Hicks PatrickSummerell  

barbara.k.hicks@btinternet.com patricksummerell@btinternet.com
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HOOKY COOKBOOK
Something to get your teeth into...

FOHNS are going to produce a community Cookbook in time for Christmas 2013. We would like 

to involve as many people in the village as possible – individuals, groups and families and gather 

recipes and photographs from all corners of the village to make it a success.

To see your favourite dish make it into our book, please send us your tried-and-tested recipes – for 

anything from lunchboxes and family tea ideas, to cakes, simple suppers for two, dinner parties and 

everything in between. We will even have the recipe for what the drey horses at the brewery have 

for breakfast!

If you can accompany your recipe with a photograph of the dish, then even better! And any great 

photos of the village in all its seasons and finery over the years will be used to adorn the book 

beautifully.

Also if any of you are budding or established artists and could draw us some pics of Hooky, kids, 

school or food we would love to hear from you.

Proceeds from the book will go to the Friends of Hook Norton School, who are continually raising 

funds for the benefit of the school and the children who go there. Last year FOHNS were able to 

raise enough to contribute towards the building of the new library and this year have already been 

able contribute to the purchase of vital maths resources, the repair of playground equipment and 

the development of the Wild Garden.

We have set up an email to gather information and ideas for the cookbook: hookycookbook@

hotmail.com, we have a Facebook group and you can also pop them in the post to the Primary 

School. So there are plenty of ways to get in touch and get your recipe published!

We look forward to hearing from you,

The FOHNS Cookbook Committee,

Thankyou

FRIENDS OF HOOK NORTON COMMUNITY LIBRARY

BOOK AND PLANT SALE
AT

HOOK NORTON LIBRARY

ON

SATURDAY 18 MAY 2013

Please donate your second-hand books. Take them to Hook Norton Library between Friday 10 May 

and Friday 17 May

If you are unable to deliver them yourself, please contact Sue Ditchfield

Plants will be very welcome on the day
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STAGE, GALLERY AND CONCERT HALL

Catholic Church. My credibility was stretched when the secretaries used tape-recorders while arguing against 

plays are scheduled to be shown on NT Live. 

Locally, too, we have high drama, with Orwell’s ‘1984’ on 13 May at Chippy Theatre. As we savour its mantras, 

Imported from the Edinburgh Fringe, ‘The Trench’, on 21 May, is a powerful story of soldiers in WWI who are 

entombed in a tunnel. It has been highly recommended by those lucky enough to have seen it in Edinburgh. 

I’m pleased to see that The Mill Banbury is performing ‘The Ragged Trousered Philanthropists’ on 25 April – a 

I regret to say that I found the Royal Academy’s ‘Manet: Portraying Life’ (to 14 April) a let down. Again the 

the surrounding coast (showing to 9 June).

Roy Lichtenstein’ (called the ‘Pop master of the pixel’) shows he isn’t all dots and cartoons.

I hadn’t heard of, but he is worth ‘discovering’. That is the joy of art!

Running out of space so, like Desert Island Discs, I will choose only one. A fabulous concert at the Birmingham 

No 1. This is supported by Mozart’s Symphony No 41 (Jupiter) and Schumann’s Symphony No 4. I wonder what 

I should take as my ‘luxury’?

'The Glass Menagerie' at Chipping Norton Theatre: In the last issue I recommended The Theatre's own 

wanted it. Very much autobiographical, it is both funny and poignant as we see the young Williams (as Tom) 

struggling to write while working in a Shoe Factory and coping, in their cramped apartment, with his impossible 

Williams' own breaking free, is excellent theatre. 

September. Do support this brave endeavour in the midst of the squeeze on funding of the Arts.

John Wheatley



46

HOOK NORTON’S TWO MAD HOUSES: PART II
The original lunatic asylum at Bridge House (discussed in the last issue) was soon overshadowed 

by a second asylum that opened in Down End in 1835. The new institution occupied a 17th-

century house standing across what is now the entrance to Well Bank, and looking up Bell’s Lane. 

Eighty years after closing it appeared in the accompanying photograph, taken about 1930. It was 

demolished in the 1960s to give access to the new estate.

This photograph was taken about 1930, from the bottom of Bell’s Lane south across Down End. 

Most of the 

buildings still 

survive, but the old 

asylum (1835–1854)

in the centre was 

demolished in the 

1960s. Most of the 

patients lived in 

buildings behind the 

House, in what was 

later called Asylum 

Yard.

The house provided 

accommodation 

for the staff and 

a sitting room for 

the least troubled 

female inmates. 

At the back were 

four large yards, 

two for each sex, 

surrounded by a 

12-foot high wall and separated from each other by an 8-foot wall. In the yards there were further 

buildings providing day rooms and dormitories for the patients, together with strong rooms for any 

patient who had to be isolated. Some of these buildings survived long after as cottages in ‘Asylum 

Yard’, and were demolished at the same time as the main house.

The new asylum was opened by the owner of Bridge House, Henry Tilsley, but it took in a very 

different sort of patient. Whereas Bridge House catered to private patients, especially gentle folk, 

the Down End house was the ‘lower house’, taking in some poorer private patients and many 

paupers. The paupers came from the new Union Workhouse in Banbury, set up under the infamous 

Poor Law of 1834, with their fees paid out of the Poor Rate in their home parish. At its peak, 

Down End had 70 inmates, while Bridge House had twenty. Then in the 1840s, Parliament obliged 

counties to build asylums at public expense. When Oxfordshire built one at Littlemore, three 

miles south of Oxford, the county’s pauper lunatics were withdrawn from Hook Norton. As other 

counties followed suit, the main supply of patients dried up and the last owner, Richard Mallam, 

closed both asylums in 1854.

During their existence our asylums enjoyed a high reputation, buttressed by the favourable reports 

submitted after the regular official inspections. Mallam followed the precepts of ‘moral treatment’, 

which emphasised kindness and praise, quietness and regularity, and the virtues of hard work. 

About half the women did needlework, knitting and general housework. Many male patients 

laboured in the three-acre field, which would long after still be known as Mallam’s or Madman’s 
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Yard, stretching from Down End to Park Road.

Life within the lower house was carefully disciplined, but conditions were not harsh by the 

standards of the day. Safe inside their high walls, the inmates were not physically restrained, 

except occasionally for their own safety and that of the staff. They slept in dormitories, and the 

inspectors commented that although half of the inmates were ‘dirty’, no smell was detectable. The 

dormitories were cold in winter and the blankets often worn and thin. The food was substantial, 

heavy in character and quantity, but washed down with lots of soup, milk and homemade beer.

Surprisingly perhaps, most of the patients did not stay in the asylum for very long. Out of about 

500 paupers admitted between 1828 and 1854, 60 per cent stayed for less than a year, only ten per 

cent for more than five years. Roughly one in five of those admitted died in the asylum. Amazingly, 

most of those discharged were considered ‘recovered’ or ‘partially recovered’. Clearly these 

asylums were more than places of confinement, for real attempts were made to cure their mental 

illness.

How did the Hook Norton asylums manage to attain this degree of success as curative, therapeutic 

institutions? To find the answer, you will have to consult the new History section of the Village 

Website, now being developed by the Hook Norton Local History Group with the help of the 

website team, and due to open later in the year. Any ideas or suggestions (or volunteers to 

contribute) are welcome (please phone me on 730917).

The next meetings of the Group will be held in the Brewery Visitor’s Centre. On Tuesday 2 April 

at 7.30pm, Gregory Stores will speak on ‘The History of Witchcraft and Attempts to Combat 

its Influence’. On Tuesday 7 May at 7.30pm, we will hold our AGM, with suitable end of term 

festivities! All welcome. Donald Ratcliffe

CHIPPING NORTON LITERARY FESTIVAL
The second Chipping Norton Literary Festival takes place 18–21 April, with more than 

50 talks, discussion panels and workshops from authors you know and love. Among the 

many authors involved in this year's festival are Richard Dawkins, Lionel Shriver, Jack 

Straw, Graeme Garden, Fern Britton, Tracy Chevalier, Rachel Joyce, Peter James and Val 

McDermid.

Talks will take place in several venues across Chipping Norton, including the Theatre, 

the Crown and Cushion hotel, the Blue Boar and Jaffe and Neale bookshop and cafe. A 

range of free children's events has been planned in the Methodist Church, supporting 

the extensive schools programme, which puts a well-known author into every single 

school in the Chipping Norton Schools Partnership, at no cost to the schools.

If you're an aspiring writer you'll be well catered for, with a series of 'how to' sessions 

covering subjects such as writing for television, creating 'real' characters, building your 

story and writing historical fiction.

Soak up the atmosphere in our literary cafe, follow the live Twitter screens and bring 

books for our free book swap, or get a book signed by your favourite author.

Immerse yourself in words for the region's biggest festival.

Full programme details are available on www.chiplitfest.com. Tickets are available now 

from The Theatre, Chipping Norton, on 01608 642350

Helen Granger (helen.chiplitfest@gmail.com)
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Chris Smith
Your local handyman

- No job too small

- Please give me a call!

Phone 737145 or mobile 07703 202922
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FRIENDS OF HOOK NORTON SCHOOL
News

There was an excellent turnout of people who all contributed 

to making a very enjoyable evening. We ate delicious curry 

supplied by our team of chefs; a big thank you to Kate Randall, 

Hazel Hope, Kate Luxton and not least Nick Straw. Barney 

Newman played to us through the evening and gave his 

services free of charge, so we are very grateful to him for his 

to good use by the school. Not only have we been able to provide new cameras for 

all classrooms, but playground equipment desperately in need of repair has been 

mended and the much needed maths resources have been bought as well. The school 

is making maths a focus during this academic year, so we are pleased to be able to 

Hooky Cookbook

We are very pleased to announce that FOHNS are going to produce a community 

on how you can contribute.

Events

make an Easter Bonnet to be judged at morning assembly on the last day of this term, 

Thursday 28 March.

Plans for our Horse Racing Night on Saturday 18 May, are underway and we will bring 

And, of course, the Summer BBQ, which is taking place on Friday 12 July, is an event 

for all the family, which we all look forward to.

of the school website, www.hook-norton.oxon.sch.uk and look out for posters around 

the village.

Dates for your diary

Saturday 18 May Race Night

Friday 12 July Summer BBQ

Kate Luxton & Wiz Wintle - Co-Chairs FOHNS 
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OATS
INDEPENDENT HEALTH FOOD

& SUPPLEMENTS SHOP

OPEN 9am - 5pm, Monday to Saturday

26 HIGH STREET

CHIPPING NORTON

FREE DELIVERIES IN HOOK NORTON,

IF YOU SPEND OVER £10.
PHONE 01608 646556

YOU ARE WELCOME TO COME AND DISCUSS YOUR MINOR

HEALTH ISSUES WITH US - WE MAY BE ABLE TO HELP.  IF

WE CAN’T, WE HAVE PROFESSIONAL SUPPORT AVAILABLE

EITHER IN THE SHOP OR BY PHONE.
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HOOK NORTON TENNIS CLUB
Results of the Banbury league matches so far

As I write this, our weekend A team is top of Division 2.

Our Floodlit A team is 6th in Division 1; Floodlit B is top of Division 3, and 

Floodlit C is 6th in Division 3.

We plan another five teams for the summer.

If you would like to play in a team, please contact Sue Glasson. 

Additional club session on Wednesday afternoon

The additional Wednesday afternoon club sessions, starting from 2pm, are continuing. All adult 

members and juniors are welcome and this, of course, includes players who have joined as 

‘Weekday only’ members.

Cardio Tennis

Cardio Tennis sessions stop over the Easter holidays and then restart on Wednesday 17 April. 

Cardio Tennis sessions take place on Tuesday mornings 11.30am–12.30pm and on Wednesday 

evenings, 7–8pm. The cost is £2 each. It is open to non-members.

Contact Marc Gilkes  email him on marcgilkes@fsmail.net.

News from Junior Coaching and general coaching 

There will be two weeks of Easter tennis coaching sessions from Monday 1 April to Friday 5 April 

and Monday 8 April to Friday 12 April, 9.30am–1.30pm. The cost will be £32.50 per week for non-

members or £22.50 per week for members. 

The summer term will then start on Tuesday 16 April with the mini tennis sessions moving back 

outside and all sessions taking place at the tennis club.

Please contact Marc Gilkes at marcgilkes@fsmail.net to make a booking or for more details. 

Events

The AGM is planned for Friday 12 April at 7pm. This will be followed by a social event.

The new season is approaching and we plan to hold a ‘Join the Club’ session on Tuesday 16 April at 

7pm. Those joining before 1 May save £5 off their subs.

To find out more about Hook Norton Tennis Club, contact Sue Glasson: email her at: 

merrymoons1@aol.com

You can now get to our website through the Hook Norton village website: 

www.hook-norton.org.uk as well at the Sport & Social website: www.

hooknortonsportsandsocialclub.co.uk

SWIMATHON
Me, my partner Sue, and daughters Felicity and Georgia are participating in a national Swimathon 

event at Spiceball in Banbury on 26 April, and the team have to swim a total of 5,000 metres (200

lengths). Felicity and Georgia will train with me at the weekends, and we hope to complete the task 

in about 2 hours. 

I have previously done it solo, and would hope the children will too, when they are a little older. The 

beneficiary charity is Marie Curie Cancer Care. Full details can be found at www.swimathon.org.

Steve Rooney
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Do you need help with any of the following?

Relationship di�culties

Divorce / separation

Bereavement

Anxiety, stress or depression

Email or telephone for more information in con�dence:  mariaduval231@gmail.com      07948 538614

Worried?  Life Getting Too Much?

Experienced psychotherapist and counsellor recently moved to the area is seeking new clients for group or individual work

UKCP and MBACP registered with over 20 years experience in the NHS and private practice

Family issues

Low self esteem

Life changes

Trauma

VAN HELDEN
U P H O L S T E R Y

Re-upholstery services

Traditional and modern upholstery

Large selection of fabrics, new & period furniture for sale

Sofas, chairs, footstools, ottomans and headboards re-upholstered

mail@vanheldendesigns.co.uk            www.vanheldendesigns.co.uk
t:01608-674073                                   m:07909-547701
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t: 01608 737640 e: enquiries@kmslitho.co.uk

w: www.kmslitho.co.uk

Railway Bridge House, Station Road, Hook Norton, Banbury, Oxon, OX15 5LS

design print fulfilment fine art

We've put together a number of deals for A5 leaflets 

& A6 promotional cards in a range of quantities.

A5 leaflets
printed full colour throughout on premium 130gsm

coated or uncoated papers (printed both sides)

100 copies £52

250 copies £73

500 copies  £102

1,000 copies  £159

10,000 copies  £299

25,000 copies £489
Prices shown exclude VAT and delivery.

For other quantities, please call us.

A6 promotional cards
printed full colour throughout on premium 300gsm

coated or uncoated board (printed both sides)

250 copies £58

500 copies  £73

750 copies £89

1000 copies  £99

Spring print promotion
A5 leaflets & A6 promotional cards OFFERENDS30.4.2013
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Select & Save @ The Village Shop
High Street, Hook Norton, Oxon, OX15 5NQ

Tel 01608 737245, Fax 01608 737481

E-mail:- enquiries @villageshophooky.co.uk

Monday to Friday 7am –8pm

Saturdays 8am – 8pm

Sundays 8am – 6pm

Our flower department is blooming marvellous.  Our trained florists

can make you anything to order.  Are you going to a party, want a

gift or an extra special treat?  We also do weddings, events &

funeral Remember to get your order in early – our flowers come

direct from Holland on temperature controlled lorries.

Don’t forget our supplies of fresh bread, meat, cheeses,

vegetables, salads and fruit.

A night in with a bottle of wine and a DVD?

  Or gorgeous cakes to go with a warming cup of tea...

No problem.

All here in your local village shop!

Ofsted September 2010 OUTSTANDING

Days Times Costs

Morning Playgroup Monday - Friday 9am – 12 noon £9.50

Pick up from Nursery Monday – Friday 11:30am – 12:30pm £1.50

Lunch Club Monday – Friday 12 noon – 12:30pm £1.50

Take to Nursery Monday – Friday 12:30pm £1.50

Afternoon Playgroup Monday – Friday 12:30pm – 3:30pm £9.50

Pick up from School Monday – Friday 3:15pm £1.00

After School Club Monday – Friday 3:15pm – 6:00pm £3.00 per hour

The Old School, off Osney Close,

Queen Street, Hook Norton,
OXON. OX15 5QH

Tel: 01608 730560
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AROMATHERAPY / HOLISTIC MASSAGE
 Monica Overbury is a registered nurse offering massage

Massage using Aromatherapy oils can give a great sense of wellbeing offering 

relief from stress and tension as well as back, headaches and neck pain. 

It can help lift low moods, PMT and insomnia and boost immunity, 

helping us cope with fatigue. 

It is a lovely way to receive a treat for mind and body.

To make an appointment please call 

07780 718810
leaving your name & number

PRICE LIST
£45.00

£40.00

£25.00

Initial Assessment:   1 hour Full 

Body Massage:

30 mins Back, Neck and Shoulder massage:
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GARDEN CLUB
This writer is following on to the newsletters penned by Verity Calderan for some while, as she now 

wishes to stand down from writing the letters and from organising the Show schedule distribution 

and also from the Vice Chairmanship of the Club. Very many thanks Verity for all you have done for 

the Club.

The Club has just enjoyed the first meeting of the year, an illustrated talk by Tony Clear on planting 

for winter colour, which can make any garden more interesting during these dreary days, followed 

by our next meeting on 20 March, entitled ‘If you can’t beat them, eat them’. Do join us in the 

Memorial Hall at our next meetings to discover what we’re all about (and for coffee and biscuits, 

and a chat). At the same venue on Wednesday 10 April (7–8pm) is the entry night for the Spring 

Show, which will be held at Hook Norton School on Saturday 13 April. We welcome any new 

entrants, so get a schedule and have a go. It’s good fun, and you may win one of our magnificent 

prizes. Happy gardening – the sun must shine soon!

Nicholas Price

Red Cross Week is the annual fundraising week for the British Red Cross. This year it runs on 

5–11 May and during that week many of our volunteers will be collecting in various town centre 

locations and also by going from house to house with their collecting boxes. 

We are grateful for the support we have received locally in previous years. Funds raised last year 

meant that in Oxfordshire in 2012 we could lend 1,712 wheelchairs to those in need and enabled 

our volunteer drivers to make 12,000 journeys helping people to reach outpatient appointments 

and day care centres as well as providing transport to medical appointments. Thank you for your 

generosity and support and we look forward to a successful Red Cross Week 2013. Any help that 

you can give enables us to provide vital services for the people of Oxfordshire. Thank you.

Cheryl Tree - Community Fundraiser 01235 552 680

CRAFT CLUB
A new Hook Norton monthly village craft club will have their second meeting on Tuesday 30 April 

2013 at 7.30pm for spring crafting of cards, gifts, accessories and decorations at the Old Lion Coffee 

Shop, Hook Norton. Club fee is £7.50, which includes all materials required and refreshments. 

For more information or to book your place please email lisa.barton@hotmail.co.uk and we look 

forward to meeting you soon!

Lisa Barton

HOOKYUKES
Hook Norton’s own ukulele group is going strong. We celebrated our first birthday in January and 

it is hard to believe that just over a year ago most of us were complete beginners, but now have 

many songs confidently under our belt. Newcomers are always welcome – especially those with 

strong voices! Our sessions are relaxed, informal and fun! We meet every Monday in The Old Lion 

Coffee Shop at 7.30pm. For more info email Phil Richards hookyukes@gmail.com
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1 19:30 Hooky Ukes     Sun Inn

1 14:00 Rhymetimes again for the under-fives   Hook Norton Library

2 17:00 Hooky Youth Groups - The Drop for Years 4 - 9  Youth Hall

2 19:30 Local History Group     HNB Visitor Centre

4 19:00 Hooky Youth Groups - Energise/Outlook  Youth Hall

5 19:00 Family Bingo     Sports & Social Club

5 20:00 Hooky Youth Groups - Late Nite Drop for Years 9 - 13 Youth Hall

6 19:00 Film Night and Supper – Singalong film “South Pacific” Memorial Hall

8 19:30 Hooky Ukes     Sun Inn

8 14:00 Rhymetimes for Under 5’s    Hook Norton Library

9 17:00 Hooky Youth Groups - The Drop for Years 4 - 9  Youth Hall

10 19:00 Entry night for Garden Club Spring Show  Memorial Hall

10 14:30 Reading Group     Library

11 13:30 Do something amazing - Give Blood   Hook Norton School

11 19:30 Hook Norton Classic Wheels    Sun Inn

11 19:00 Hooky Youth Groups - Energise/Outlook  Youth Hall

11 19:30 Parish Council Meeting    Memorial Hall

12 19:30 ‘Energize’ Youth Group    Youth Hall

12 20:00 Hooky Youth Groups - Late Nite Drop for Years 9 - 13 Youth Hall

13 2:30 Garden Club Spring Show    Hook Norton School

13 19:00 Hook Norton Film Society - THE MARQUISE OF O  Memorial Hall

13 9:00 Village Market     Memorial Hall

15 19:30 Hooky Ukes     Sun Inn

16 17:00 Hooky Youth Groups - The Drop for Years 4 - 9  Youth Hall

16 14:00 WI Meeting     Baptist Hall

17 19:30 Garden Club     Memorial Hall

18 19:00 Hooky Youth Groups - Energise/Outlook  Youth Hall

18 9:00 Rhythm Time Music    School Study Centre

19 19:00 ‘Outlook’ Youth group    Youth Hall

19 20:00 Hooky Youth Groups - Late Nite Drop for Years 9 - 13 Youth Hall

22 19:30 Hooky Ukes     Sun Inn

23 17:00 Hooky Youth Groups - The Drop for Years 4 - 9  Youth Hall

24 20:00 Allotment Society Meeting    The Sun 

25 10:30 Carry On Learning     St Peters Hall

25 19:00 Hooky Youth Groups - Energise/Outlook  Youth Hall

26 20:00 Hooky Youth Groups - Late Nite Drop for Years 9 - 13 Youth Hall

26 19:30 Rog & Bex’s Quiz Night    Sports & Social Club

27 19:30 Hook Norton Brass Band Spring Concert  St Peter’s Church

27 19:00 Hook Norton Film Society - THE KID WITH A BIKE  Memorial Hall

29 19:30 Hooky Ukes     Sun Inn

30 19:00 BUSY BEES KNITTING AND CRAFT CLUB   Baptist Hall

30 17:00 Hooky Youth Groups - The Drop for Years 4 - 9  Youth Hall

APRIL VILLAGE DIARY

10:00 AM Monday Club - Care Group for older people - Mondays  Baptist Hall

10:00 AM Font Café - Tuesdays and Saturdays  St Peters

10:00 AM Community Morning - Mums and Tots - Wednesdays  Primary School

10:00 AM Coffee morning and table games - Wednesdays  Baptist Hall

09:15AM Friday Toddler Group - Fridays    Baptist Hall
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MAY VILLAGE DIARY

10:00 AM Monday Club - Care Group for older people - Mondays  Baptist Hall

10:00 AM Font Café - Tuesdays and Saturdays  St Peters

10:00 AM Community Morning - Mums and Tots - Wednesdays  Primary School

10:00 AM Coffee morning and table games - Wednesdays  Baptist Hall

09:15AM Friday Toddler Group - Fridays    Baptist Hall

2 19:00 Hooky Youth Groups - Energise/Outlook  Youth Hall

2 9:00 Rhythm Time Music    School Study Centre

3 19:00 Family Bingo     Sports & Social Club

3 20:00 Hooky Youth Groups - Late Nite Drop for Years 9 - 13 Youth Hall

6 19:30 Hooky Ukes     Sun Inn

6  May Bank Holiday Monday

6 14:00 Rhymetimes again for the under-fives   Hook Norton Library

7 17:00 Hooky Youth Groups - The Drop for Years 4 - 9  Youth Hall

7 19:30 Local History Group AGM    HNB Visitor Centre

8 14:30 Reading Group     Library

9 19:30 Hook Norton Classic Wheels    Sun Inn

9 19:00 Hooky Youth Groups - Energise/Outlook  Youth Hall

9 19:30 Parish Council Meeting    Memorial Hall

10 19:30 ‘Energize’ Youth Group    Youth Hall

10 20:00 Hooky Youth Groups - Late Nite Drop for Years 9 - 13 Youth Hall

11 19:00 Hook Norton Film Society - HIGH NOON  Memorial Hall

11 9:30 Library Plant and Book Sale    Library

11 9:00 Village Market     Memorial Hall

13 19:30 Hooky Ukes     Sun Inn

13 14:00 Rhymetimes for Under 5’s    Hook Norton Library

14 17:00 Hooky Youth Groups - The Drop for Years 4 - 9  Youth Hall

15 19:30 Garden Club     Memorial Hall

15 0:00 Hook Norton Newsletter - copy date

16 19:00 Hooky Youth Groups - Energise/Outlook  Youth Hall

16 9:00 Rhythm Time Music    School Study Centre

17 19:00 ‘Outlook’ Youth group    Youth Hall

17 20:00 Hooky Youth Groups - Late Nite Drop for Years 9 - 13 Youth Hall

20 19:30 Hooky Ukes     Sun Inn

21 17:00 Hooky Youth Groups - The Drop for Years 4 - 9  Youth Hall

21 14:00 WI Meeting     Baptist Hall

23 10:30 Carry On Learning     St Peters Hall

23 19:00 Hooky Youth Groups - Energise/Outlook  Youth Hall

24 20:00 Hooky Youth Groups - Late Nite Drop for Years 9 - 13 Youth Hall

26 0:00 Late Spring Bank Holiday

27 19:30 Hooky Ukes     Sun Inn

28 19:00 BUSY BEES KNITTING AND CRAFT CLUB   Baptist Hall

28 17:00 Hooky Youth Groups - The Drop for Years 4 - 9  Youth Hall

30 19:00 Hooky Youth Groups - Energise/Outlook  Youth Hall

30 9:00 Rhythm Time Music    School Study Centre

31 20:00 Hooky Youth Groups - Late Nite Drop for Years 9 - 13 Youth Hall
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Traditional stone carver working in Cotswold Stone,

 Portland, Slate and Sandstone

using Lime-based techniques; pointing,

piecing-in and new carving Individually designed and carved

Design, carving for individually commissioned memorials

Sculptural and Architectural carving in stone

RICHARD 01608 730675

0771 414 0574

richard@noviss.co.uk

www.thestonesculptor.co.uk
SCULPTOR & STONEMASON

L. J. MULLINS PAINTING & DECORATING

Domestic & Commerãal

Circa. 60 References ALWAYS SUPPLIED

Interior & Exterior

Fully Insured ~ Competitive Priãng ~ Free Quotations

Also, providing general maintenance to your Home or Office

T: 07815 288909 or 01295 264117
lee@mullinsdecor.co.uk                        ww.mullinsdecor.co.uk
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HANCOCKS

S O L I C I T O R S

Michael Barlow LLB
Partner

Email:
michael.barlow@hancocks-legal.co.uk

Web: www.hancocks-legal.co.uk

Hancocks
24 Horsefair, Banbury
Oxfordshire OX16 0YA

Telephone: +44 (0)1295 253211
Facsimile: +44 (0)1295 273069
DX 24201 Banbury

Hook Norton • Oxon • OX15 5DD (1 mile north of Hook Norton Village)

Tel: 01608 737349/737641 • www.fi rs-garage.com

Family Business established 1960

• All Makes Vehicle Servicing

• Competitive Prices

• Factory trained mechanics

• MOT • Parts • Bodyshop • Fuel

• Large site with easy parking

• Extensive range of new and used vehicles
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HOME COMPUTER ASSISTANCE

Would you like to make better use of your PC?

Upgrades
Repairs

Internet Connections
Email Configuration

“In-Home” Advice

01608 730989 (24 hour answerphone)
Email: hcassist@dial.pipex.com

Personalised design 

service and 

consultancy in your 

own home.

Furnishings, handmade to 

the highest standard

Advice on every kind of 

Fabric from numerous 

suppliers

Stylish complimentary 

Cushions & Loose 

Covers

Re-upholstery service

Custom made Bedspreads & 

Headboards

New Sofas & Chairs

Tel/Fax: 01295 788145

email: info@annwoolgrove.com

www.annwoolgrove.com

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO HELP PARENTS IN YOUR AREA
We value your experience as a parent and need volunteers 

to support families with children under 5 in their own 

homes. 

Full training and expenses provided.

If you have 2 - 3 hours to spare each week, could you 

befriend a local family in need?

Interested? Then come and join us!!

Contact Karen on 01295 266358

email: info@home-startbanbury.org.uk
More information is available on our website www.home-startbanbury.org.uk

Applicants will be subject to a CRB check Registered Charity No: 1114860

•

•

•


