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Estate Agents and Surveyors

32A High Street, Banbury, OX16 5ER
Tel: 01295 263505

12 New Street, Chipping Norton, OX7 5LJ
Tel: 01608 642111

SELLING, BUYING OR LETTING A PROPERTY IN HOOKY?
WE HAVE THE EXPERTISE AND EXPERIENCE TO HELP!

 Experienced local staff with a partner living in the village.
 Offices in both Banbury and Chipping Norton.
 Advertising in both the Oxford Times and Banbury Guardian.
 Colour listing on major internet sites including rightmove.co.uk and

propertyfinder.com
 Specialist Letting and Management service.
 Professional valuations and surveys by our own Chartered Surveyor.

 Particularly attractive terms for Hooky residents.

Whatever your property needs in the village or surrounding area,
call Keith Woolley 01295 263505 or David Hawley 01608 642111
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FROM THE EDITORS
Thank you to Colin Wilkinson for the cover 
photograph and to Alison Rodwell, John 
Gleeson, Cathy Hattam, Derek Brotherston 
and Felicity Fox for the photographs of 
M@C and the Beer Festival. Absolutely 
excellent!
Sadly we report the deaths of 
David Andrew Bayliss aged 40 and Eileen French aged 96. On behalf of the village we send our 
condolences to their families and friends.
Helen                        737391                                           Andy                          730604
helen@hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk                                            news@hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk

TEXT AND ADVERTISING COPY DEADLINES
OCTOBER issue                  15th SEPTEMBER

Donations can be put in the Newsletter Box in the Post Office or posted to: 
Hook Norton Newsletter, c/o Hook Norton Post Office, Queen Street, Hook Norton

The views expressed in the Newsletter are not necessarily those of the Editorial Team
www.hook-norton-newsletter.co.uk or www.hook-norton.org.uk

NEWSLETTER TEAM
Advertising Andy Horne 730604
Distribution Malcolm Black 730668
Proofreading Emma Callery
IT/Web Support Martin Baxter 737391
Treasurer 
Directory Diana Barber 737428

Philippa Hyde  Soprano

Timothy Carleston Alto / trumpet

Jennifer Janse  Cello

Helen Rogers  Harpsichord

In aid of the St Peter's 
"Raise the Roof" Appeal

Saturday 1st October 2011 at 7.30 p.m. 
St Peter's Church Hook Norton

Tickets:  £12    

Concessions: £10    

18s and under: £5
Wine and canapés included

Contact: Rita Wheatley 01608 737097, Emma Callery 01608 737249 
or email jovridw@tiscali.co.uk

In a Stunning Performance o f  Fate and Fortune 
(Kings, Queens, Gods, Lovers and Reckless Fools)

Includes music by Handel, Purcell, Monteclair, Albinoni and more
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CHERWELL DIVISION PATROL COMPETITION AND SLEEPOVER
Last Friday was our last event in the guiding calendar this 
year. Twelve of the guides from Hook Norton attended the 
event at Horley campsite with about 90 guides from the 
Cherwell Division. 
This event is usually held in a hall for two hours in the 
evening, but this year we decided to make it a bit different 
with having a sleepover attached to it. During the day on 
Friday, I wasn't sure that it would go ahead as it was pouring 
with rain, but luckily it eased off for the evening and the 
activities on the camp theme went well for the guides. At 
9pm, when they were adding up the scores, we 
held a camp fire for the girls, which was fun and 
they had hot chocolate and sweets as well. At 
9.30pm the girls who were not sleeping over were 
picked up and the rest (ten HN Guides) stayed for 
the night. 
Because the weather was rather unpredictable, 
the girls slept in the large mess tents, which was 
still fun. During the evening, our newest guides – 
Alice Nottingham, Amber Tobin, Georgina Housby, 
Sasha Koch and Sophie Brown – made their guide 
promise. The following morning the girls were given a buffet breakfast and picked up by parents at 
9am. A great success and perhaps we shall do this as an annual event in the future.
Julie Wood, 1st Hook Norton Guides

BIN DAY CHANGE
Hook Norton’s new waste and recycling collection 
day will be a Wednesday from the week commencing 
1 August. 
Following a review of household waste and recycling 
collection rounds, Cherwell District Council has made 
changes to Hook Norton’s collection day. Around 
40% of the district will have a new collection day 
for their refuse, recycling, food and garden waste. 
By making the collection rounds more efficient, the 
Council will save at least £10,000 on fuel per year 
and significantly lower its carbon footprint.
Cherwell aims to make these necessary changes 
as customer friendly as possible. Cherwell will be 
sending residents a letter and putting stickers on bins 
to remind households of the day change. 
Please remember, this is only a day change, your refuse and recycling weeks stay the same. 
If you have any queries, please visit our website www.cherwell.gov.uk or contact our 
customer service centre on 01295 221940.
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IMPORTANT ANNOuNCEMENT…
 The Churches of the villages of Hook Norton, Great Rollright, Swerford and Wigginton 
are delighted to announce the appointment of Esther Bee as a Youth and Children’s 
Worker for this area of Oxfordshire.
 Esther is married to Nat, and currently they are both serving as Interns at a large 
Baptist Church on the south coast.  Esther is experienced in Youth and Children’s work.  
She will be working alongside all who are currently engaging with the young people of 
this area, and she will especially be developing links with the Primary and Secondary 
Schools.
 They will be moving into Austins Way, Hook Norton in August, giving them time to be 
up and running by the new academic year starting at the beginning of September.
 The cost of this exciting project to reach out to the young people of this area, and 
build upon the valuable work already being done through The Drop and other 
youth-centered initiatives, is being met solely by the local churches and through the 
generosity of people in this community who feel our young people matter.
 There will be lots more information to follow and plenty of opportunities to meet 
Esther and Nat in the coming weeks.  In the meantime, if you would like to know more 
about this project with a view to perhaps offering support, financially or otherwise, 
please email acreman@xalt.co.uk.
 The Hook Norton Youth and Children’s Worker Project is managed by John Acreman, 
Simon Hill, Rose Persaud and Liz Ridler on behalf of the Anglican, Baptist and 
Methodist Churches of Hook Norton and its environs.

FRIENDS OF HOOK NORTON SCHOOL LOGO NEEDS ADDING
This summer we have enjoyed the family barbecue and the Friends have provided 
refreshments at various events. It’s been a great term and we look forward to 
bringing you a full diary of events in the autumn.
In the meantime, we want to say a big ‘thank you’ to everyone who has supported 
the Friends. We hope that you will continue to support us in the new academic 
year. We would like to set up an email distribution list for members of the community outside 
of school so we can let them know of events and activities being organised. If you would like to 
be on this list, please let us know by emailing office.3044@hook-norton.oxon.sch.uk.
Happy holidays!  The FOHNS committee

HOOK NORTON HARRIERS HOOKY 6
The 2011 Hooky 6 race will be run on 14 August at 10.30am. All finishers of the 6-mile race will 
get our new 2011 T-shirt as well as a goody bag. There will also be a Fun Run of approx. 1 mile for 
younger competitors (under nine year olds to be accompanied by an adult), and toddlers' races on 
the field while the results are being compiled. The Hook Norton Harriers welcome entries on the 
day.
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Its a dirty job! - Why do it yourself?

Cooker Cleaning Company
www.cookercleaningcompany.co.uk

Ovens  � Cookers
�  Extractors  �

Hobs  � Microwaves

Call: 01295 721294
We are your local oven cleaning company

Using non-caustic, non-toxic products in your home
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GRANGE FARM FARMSHOP
 SWERFORD 

    
Open Saturdays and Sundays 8am-2pm. Longer hours in the Summer when 

customers can sit outside and enjoy a free tea or coffee after doing their 
shopping! 

We sell our own quiches, cakes, desserts and preserves and there’s lots of 
local produce from cheeses to sausages and other artisan foods. Freshly 

baked bread, some using flours milled in Oxfordshire and a great selection of 
super fresh vegetables. 

Why not come and visit us? We are on the edge of Swerford, 100m west 
from the Church. Trade enquiries for our own produced goods always 

welcome. 

Grange Farm Foods, Grange Farm Swerford OX7 4AX  
Tel 01608 737313 Email jane@grangefarmfoods.co.uk.
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Specialist in wallpapering, decorative effects, spraying, tiling, 
coving, glazing, all interior/exterior painting

References and portfolio available, competitive prices

Tel: 01295 721206                                   mobile: 07790 394625
davegreen.007@btinternet.com            www.davegreendecorating.co.uk

Trade & Public  
welcome 

Top quality plants    

fantastic Value  

N I C H O L S O N S 

Open weekdays 7.30am to  to 4.00pm 

www.nicholsons.gb.com 

North Aston, Oxfordshire.  

OX25 6HL.  01869 340342 

Plant centre Where professionals  
buy their plants 
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Not new...
just refreshingly different!

Established over 15 years ago, we remain as passionate
about print now as we were in the beginning.

If you demand superior levels of service, consistent quality 
and a ‘can do’ attitude then we could be the printer for you!

In fact, whether you require a few address labels, 10,000 brochures or a 10 metre banner, 
KMS can handle it in-house on our premises, not through a bolt-on franchise...

You will get a warm, friendly welcome and we have an open-house policy whereby 
clients are welcome to view their project at any stage of production. 

So why not give us a try...
t: 01608 737640  e: enquiries@kmslitho.co.uk  w: www.kmslitho.co.uk
KMS Litho Ltd, Railway Bridge House, Station Road, Hook Norton, Banbury, Oxon, OX15 5LS

Letterheads Compliment slips Business cards
Brochures Postcards Newsletters
Posters Birthday Banners Leaflets 
Greetings cards Folders Large format posters
Giclée prints Artwork & design Scanning
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WILDLIFE NOTEBOOK 
Many thanks for all your positive responses to this Notebook series. I’ve been getting the same 
comment from several people: ‘Like the column, but why are the photos so small?’ It’s entirely my 
fault for submitting too much copy and/or too many photos. I already have a very generous colour 
spread available (many thanks to Helen and Andy), so it would be far too cheeky for me to ask for 
another, just for the photos (...wouldn’t it?). However, if you really do want to see my silhouette 
reflected in the grass snake’s eye, or examine the intricacies of damselfly mating (if that’s what 
you’re into), then you simply need to go to the Newsletter website (www.hook-norton-newsletter.
co.uk/), click on ‘Archive’ and then the issue you are after, followed by ‘Wildlife Notebook’. If you 
then click on a photo, it will blow up to full size. Ta daa!
One minor frustration I have faced is people coming up to me and saying something along the lines 
of ‘I’ve just remembered, way back in March so-and-so told me to tell you she’d seen a greater 
spotted, long-tailed goatsucker.’ No good to me, I’m afraid. Too late, and too little information. 
Please contact me directly if you see anything of interest, so that I can perhaps ask a couple of 
questions and include it as seasonal news. Admin over. Now to the wildlife…
There was too much sex in the last issue for some people’s tastes, so I’ll start with some violence. 
Carnage, in fact. In late May and June marauding sparrowhawks were very evident in the village. 
Frantic alarm calls from other birds are often a sign, even after the kill has been made. I witnessed 
two kills (of a young starling in Orchard Road and a collared dove in the cemetery off Tite Lane), 
both by a female (possibly the same bird), while Jo and Gary Parkinson reported the taking of a 
young starling by a male sparrowhawk in their 
Rope Way garden. In all cases the birds didn’t 
hang around to eat their prey, suggesting they 
had other mouths to feed nearby, which is good 
news. At other times of the year, a feeding 
sparrowhawk will often eat its fill in full view 
and can be approached slowly to within a few 
metres. I snapped this female a few years ago 
in my garden. No, that’s not a worm — it’s the 
small intestine of a collared dove. 
The males are smaller and more agile, usually 
with a blue-grey plumage and a red-brown 
colour to the barring on the front. This smaller size means that they tend to specialise in taking 
smaller, more agile prey than the females. It also means that they usually don’t compete with 
females for food. When they are raising chicks, it is the male that does most of the hunting and 
is far more able to pick off the many small fledglings that are around in the late spring and early 
summer.
This variation in size between the genders is 
known as sexual dimorphism — when size 
matters, obvious differences can evolve. In some 
cases, for example when males fight over females 
(pheasants, deer, seals...humans?), males are 
larger. When male combat isn’t an issue and, say, 
egg-laying is important (toads, spiders, wasps), 
the females tend to be on the hefty side. These 
garden spiders which will be adorning your 
hedges as you read this, are an extreme example. 
The diminutive males can end up on the menu, 

It takes guts to be a collared dove in Hooky

Danger time — mating for male spiders is a case 
of snatch and run
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especially when the female is not ready to mate. 
In June, a large swarm of honeybees formed on a wall in Down End and was reported to me by Kate 
Underwood. It gathered quite a crowd and was captured on video by Cedric Brain, who has posted 
a series of clips on YouTube, culminating in the swarm being removed by a very grateful beekeeper. 
See Cedric’s videos at:www.youtube.com/user/hookyuk
Two farmland animals that have suffered in recent years are the skylark and the hare. However, 
2011 seems to have been a bumper year for them in our surrounding countryside thanks to 
conservation measures by local farmers. Several hares, including half-grown leverets, have been 
reported to me, while many walks in the fields around us have been accompanied by the serenades 
of soaring skylarks.
And finally, Di Porter sent me this delightful photo 
illustrating why robins are so iconic in our culture Their 
tameness is widely experienced, whether you are 
gardening (worms), fishing (bait) or, as here, offering 
a tasty morsel in exchange for an intimate encounter. 
Yes, it’s all driven by food (sorry Di). Aside from the 
hordes of pigeons that live in our crowded cities, it’s 
hard to think of any other British bird that has so much 
trust in humans. As in this example, robins are quick to 
approach without safety of numbers; and it’s in their 
genes, not learned — nature, not nurture — because 
a newly fledged robin will do the same. To me that’s 
remarkable.
This behaviour plays on our childlike urge to get close 
to, and even touch, wild animals. It gives us pleasure, 
and the robin is usually rewarded with food, reinforcing 
its tameness and willingness to approach. Nurture then 
takes over from nature until the bird goes all the way 
and sits on our hand.
Children’s hands will always shoot up if offered the 
chance to hold or stroke an animal. Once again it’s in their nature. The highlight of, say, rock 
pooling or pond dipping for children is holding and examining these captives from another world 
before releasing them again. Fortunately, some of us don’t grow out of it.
Patrick Fox 01608 730818, 07702 853680, PFeditorial@gmail.com

 A ‘friendly’ robin

ANNuAL MACMILLAN COFFEE MORNING 
Please make a note in your diaries that we will be holding the annual Macmillan 
Coffee Morning, on Friday 30 September, 9–11.30am. It will be held at the Study 
Centre, Hook Norton Primary School.
As usual, we will have coffee, cakes, raffle and Christmas cards to sell at the 
event. 
If you would like to help on the morning or provide a cake or raffle prize, that would be very kind of 
you – please turn up with the cake or raffle prize, but contact me if you are able to help.
The total that we have raised in Hook Norton is now £10,895.85 – please add this date to your 
diary to help raise this running total.
Julie Wood (01608) 737998 julie@hookiewood.freeserve.co.uk
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CHARITY GOuRMET BREAKFAST 
Hook Norton’s Charity Gourmet Breakfast 
organised by the newly formed ‘Old Blokes in 
Aprons’ was a huge success on Sunday 26 June 
when over 50 guests enjoyed top food at Hook 
Norton Sports and Social Club.
Following Gerry Duggan’s idea to stage the 
breakfast, and Peter Joyner’s culinary expertise, 
Hook Norton’s team of ten offered the breakfast 
feast of food and drink from six serving stations, 
including kedgeree, eggs Benedict, pastries and 
pancakes.

Cooked in theatre style, guests had the rare 
opportunity to watch the food being prepared, 
cooked and ‘plated up’ to their individual 
requirements by the team, all smartly dressed in full 
chef’s whites.
The charity event was a huge success and is believed 
to have raised over £500 for local Banbury charity 
Let’s Play, who supports local children by helping 
them access play and leisure facilities with trained 
support workers.
Big thanks go to all the people who supported the 
event, the generous local food suppliers, including 

Trevor Beadle butchers in Chipping Norton and Eurofresh of Evesham, who donated food, to the 
Lords of the Manor Hotel in Upper Slaughter who invited ‘The Aprons’ to their kitchens and to 
Kerrie and Collette and the Hook Norton Sports and Social Club for their help and generosity at the 
venue.
David Cooper
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 Traditional stone carver working in Cotswold Stone,
  Portland, Slate and Sandstone

 Repairs to Historic Buildings: using Lime-based techniques; pointing,   
 piecing-in and new carving  Fireplaces: Individually designed and carved
 Lettering:  Design, carving for individually commissioned memorials
 Carving:  Sculptural and Architectural carving   Portraits: in stone

RICHARD
NOVISS 

01608 730675     
0771 414 0574     
richard@noviss.co.uk
www.thestonesculptor.co.uk

SCULPTOR & STONEMASON
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HOOKY PET CARE
Pets fed and fussed 
whilst owners away

Please call Hilary Wiseman

01608 730090
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KATHARINE HOUSE HOSPICE
Katharine House, 20th Anniversary Celebrations
The Oxford Concert Party 
As part of our 20th anniversary year, we’re delighted to announce that the 
Oxford Concert Party will be performing a special evening of entertainment 
for us. The event will take place in the magnificent hall at Broughton Castle 
on Saturday 17 September at 7.30pm. 
The group has received international acclaim and is known as ‘Europe’s 
only Baroque and Tango Orchestra’. Take 300 years of music from around the world, turn it upside 
down, infuse it with humour, energy, passion and pathos – and you have the recipe with which the 
Oxford Concert Party, described as ‘one of the most entertaining, mould-breaking groups around’ 
(Oxford Times) charms and delights their audience wherever they go.
Please join us for an eclectic evening’s entertainment in wonderful surroundings. Tickets £25 per 
person, to include refreshments, but spaces are limited so book early to avoid disappointment. 
Please call Sarah Brennan in Fundraising on 01295 812161 or email sarah.brennan@khh.org.uk.
Lottery
Why not join our Hospice lottery for only £1 per week with a weekly top prize of £1,000! With 
nearly 4,300 members, we would love to boost our membership to 5,000. An extra 500 members 
could raise £26,000 per year for nursing care. If you are already a member, we thank you for your 
support and ask that you might consider letting your friends know about our lottery. For the person 
who has everything why not consider a lottery gift card for birthdays. To join, download a form 
from our website www.khh.org.uk or ring Wendy in Fundraising on 01295 812161. 
Sarah Brennan, Community Fundraiser

GARDEN CLuB
June and July are busy months for gardeners, not only in their own gardens but 
in visiting other gardens for inspiration. On 4 June, 15 members visited Thenford 
Gardens, the home of Lord and Lady Heseltine; the arboretum, lakes and walled 
garden were a delight and the extensive walk was rewarded with delicious tea 
and cakes in the Church Barn. On 15 June, the weather threatened to spoil the 
evening visit to the gardens of Mr and Mrs White at Stretton on the Fosse but 
the 15 members who ventured out enjoyed the great variety of plants providing 
all-year interest. As in all good visits, refreshments were served – wine and sausage rolls –and 
greatly appreciated.
The annual day visit on 3 July was to the National Trust property of Mottisfont Abbey near 
Romsey. The walled gardens were filled with colour and scent from roses and perennials 
and the river Test running through the parkland containing large brown trout was an added 
attraction.
There is one more evening visit in July and then we need to look forward to preparations for 
the Autumn Show. This year it will be held once again in St Peter's Church on Saturday 10 
September. Entry night is the previous Wednesday 7 September between 7 and 8pm in the 
Memorial Hall. Schedules will be delivered to all members during August. Schedules will also 
be available in the Village Shop and Post Office and new members can pick one up and join on 
entry night. There is something for everyone, so we look forward to lots of entries.
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COTSWOLD GuILD OF WEAVERS, SPINNERS AND DYERS
The Cotswold Guild of Weavers, Spinners and Dyers meets every month at the Hook Norton Baptist 
Church schoolroom on the third Tuesday at 7.30pm. Visitors to any of our usual meetings are very 
welcome and we are always happy to introduce people to the crafts of spinning and weaving. New 
members can even borrow equipment and have access to the library of specialised books.
They will be celebrating the thirtieth anniversary of their founding with a celebration on Tuesday 
20 September and the title of the meeting is ‘Looking Back - Looking Forward’. On this occasion, 
numbers are expected to be high as there will be some invited guests in addition to the normal 
membership. 
Briar Noonan (Hon. Secretary)

LIBRARY OPEN DAY 8 JuLY FOHNCL 
This was the first Open Day organised by the Friends of the Library – it was 
an opportunity for the library to show the contribution it makes to the life 
of the village and the wider community and for other village groups to show 
what part they play. The invitation extended by the Friends of the Library 
to participate was taken up by Carry on Learning, the Garden Club, the History Group and 
the Museum, the Hooky Players, the Literary Group, the Low Carbon Group, the Reading 
Group and Riding for the Disabled. Evaloc, which is carrying out research on low-carbon 
communities (from Oxford and Oxford Brookes Universities), was also represented. There was 
a very good flow of visitors, who enjoyed the displays and explanations of the very different 
participants. Tea and cakes, made by members of the committee, were served and clearly 
much appreciated!
It was a very successful day – thanks are due to many for making it possible –particularly to 
the County Library Service for the use of the library and to our Library Manager Janet May for 
her unfailing helpfulness. It was an event we hope to repeat. 
Bob Calderan, Secretary 

HOOK NORTON CRICKET CLuB
The senior teams are now just about midway through the season and have enjoyed the ups 
and downs that go with mid-table positions in both 2nd and 1st XI teams. It has been great to 
see the continuing changing of the guard as the performances in the teams, particularly the 
1st XI, have been dominated by the under 25 age group. We've had a good number of new 
playing members this year, but there is always room for more, both for the Saturday league 
sides and also the Sunday Friendly side.
The Junior Club season is just drawing to a close, lots of cricket, lots of smiles. Thank you to all 
the parents and helpers that have made the season such a success and, most importantly, to 
the children of Hooky and surrounding villages for embracing the joys of cricket.
If you'd like to join in and be part of this happy and successful club, then ring Tim Lunel 
(730446 seniors) and Steve Brown (737467 juniors).   
Tim Lunel
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BAPTIST CHURCH - SUmmeR HolIdAy oR JoURney?
Summer has arrived and shortly the schools will close for the holiday 
season. Holidays – now there is something to think about. Where will 
you choose to go? Picking a location – is that a family decision or just 
up to the parents? There are flights, ferries or trains to book, hotel 
reservations, and, oh my, what to pack? What reading do you want to 
do on your holiday?
Here at the Baptist Church we have two main themes of ‘holidays’ this year. The first is our Holiday 
Club in the first week of August. There is a lot of preparation to do to make ‘Starship Endeavour’ 
(this year’s theme) come off. None of the above about booking tickets or hotels, etc., because the 
children aged between 5 to 11 of the village come to us to be entertained and learn more about 
the Word of the Lord through songs, plays, prayers and crafts.
Our second holiday being planned involves a few of us going to Malawi to run another holiday club 
for two weeks. This is entirely a different kettle of fish. We need flight tickets, accommodation, 
injections against diseases and a lot of thought about what to pack.
One holiday is at home and another, miles away, but the one thing they have in common is 
spreading the Word of the Lord to young open-
minded children. Our reading for both our 
holiday adventures is the Bible. Over the 
past months our church has been doing 
the E100 Bible reading challenge. This 
in itself is a journey, but by no means a 
holiday. It is a journey that can change 
your life without all the holiday pressures. 
So choose a holiday or a journey, but 
make sure you walk it with Jesus.
We look forward to our Just Desserts 
evenings beginning again on 8 October at 
7.30pm with Steve Price doing his magic 
and on Saturday 19 November there is a 
film night. Harvest Service is Sunday 25 
September at 10.30am.
Jane Whitaker

REGuLAR PROGRAMME
Sunday Service  10.30am
Wednesday  10am–12 noon Coffee                                   
morning in the Hall
Wednesday  8pm House Group 
(Bible Study) various locations, enquire 
first
Saturday  8–9am Prayer Meeting in the 
Upper Room of the Hall
Enquiries about Hall lettings to Church 
Office 737315
Dorothy Smith 737266 Rev. John Taylor 
737315
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James Holiday Ltd 
Antiques

Psssst
Have you heard the secret

Trade Antiques Warehouse now open to the public 5 days a week

You will find a huge, ever changing selection of furniture from fine antiques to vintage retro

Plus kitchenalia, glass ,porcelain, pottery, garden items and much more.

It’s your chance to buy where the trade buy.

We are also interested in buying antiques

Open Mon – Fri 9.30 – 4.30
Wychford Lodge Farmhouse, Hook Norton. OX15 5BX
Tel: 01608 730101  email:  jhlimited@btinternet.com
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10TH BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS FOR HOOK NORTON KESTRELS 
Hook Norton Kestrels, the village’s wildlife group for 
children, celebrated its tenth birthday on 25 
June with a picnic at Mary Powell’s wild 
flower meadow. The sun shone and a 
large number of chocolate biscuits 
disappeared. 
The children played games and went 
for a walk with Mary, exploring her 
beautiful meadow. We saw two semi-
parasitic plants, Yellow Rattle and Red 
Bartsia, as well as pyramidal and bee 
orchids. Overhead fluttered Marbled White 
butterflies, looking like flying chessboards.
Hook Norton Kestrels is a RSPB Wildlife Explorer Group for children 
aged six upwards. We have a varied programme including fossil hunts, 
pond dipping, bird surveys, fungus forays and moth trapping. There is a 
short waiting list; if your child is interested in joining please contact us.
Tabby Lucas, Colin Wilkinson, Sue Gore, Ezra Lucas and Leo Groethe Tel 01608 737083 or 
email colin.wilkinson@rspb.org.uk

1ST HOOK NORTON GuIDE CAMP 
This year, the guides went camping to Cowley 
Deer Park, near Cheltenham for a fun packed 
weekend at the end of June.
Unfortunately, it started at 7pm on the Friday 
when it poured with rain – the guides put up 
their tents and wash stands fully dressed in their 
waterproof clothing and by 9.30pm we were all 
sat in the large mess tent, drinking hot chocolate 
and singing campfire songs.
The weekend was full of outdoor activities, with the low ropes course and traverse wall on 
the Saturday morning, orienteering in the afternoon followed by the girls cooking their own 
dinner on their fires in small groups of four or 
five. They really enjoyed this and once they had 
eaten their pasta with sauce and sausages, they 
tucked into make-your-own trifle. The weather 
had improved dramatically and we had a lovely 
day. On Sunday, it was boiling hot – great for 
drying the tents out before we took them 
down! In between getting the kit together and 
tents down, the girls did grass sledging, which 
was great fun. The parents arrived at 1pm to collect the children – a good time was had by all.
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1ST HOOK NORTON CuBS 
Hook Norton Cub Scouts went on their annual camp at the 
end of June at Youlbury Scout campsite near Oxford. Unlike 
previous camps that the cubs have attended, this was a Hook 
Norton Cub’s only affair! 22 cubs attended the camp, which was 
a huge success. 
The cubs had an action-packed two days. Fear of heights was 
tackled, with activities such as ‘crate stacking’, ‘Jacob’s ladder’ 
and ‘high wire trapeze’. The cubs also did tug of war, wide 
games, adventure course, games and, of course, the traditional 
campfire and songs. 

While sausages and 
burgers featured heavily 
on the menu, the Sunday 
dinner was slightly 
different as the cubs had 
to make their own lunch 
‘backwoods’ style. This 
consisted of vegetables, 
meat and seasoning 
wrapped in foil and baked 

on hot coals. The cubs were pleasantly surprised by the results. 
One cub even making his family eat their Sunday tea in the 
same manner!
The camp started in heavy rain on the Friday for the leaders 
putting up the tents, saw dull, damp conditions on Saturday, 
then scorching sunshine by the time the camp finished on 
Sunday afternoon! Testing the leaders’ planning and tent 
putting-up skills!
1st Hook Norton Cubs would like to thank Music at the 
Crossroads for their donation from 2010, which helped support 
the camp, and also the Chipping Norton Lions whose funds 
back in 2009 funded the tents, which were again used and 
stood up to some heavy downpours over the weekend. For 
some cubs it was their first taste of camping without their 
family, and all were a credit to Hook Norton and cub scouts.
Other highlights in the summer term have been doing 
woodwork skills, an evening hike from the Rollright Stones, 
village litter pick and outdoor painting Jackson Pollock style.
1st Hook Norton Cubs is approaching its two-year anniversary. 
We have had some wonderful times. As the pack evolves, we 
are looking for some fresh help to support the existing leaders. 
So if you are interested in finding out more, please call the 
number below.
Thank you to all the cubs, parents and others who have 
supported us in our first two years.
Cub leaders: Graham Wilkes, Kim Harris, Michelle Street and Peter Skelton (730415)
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ST PETER’S CHuRCH RESTORATION APPEAL 
The Restoration Appeal to ‘Raise the Roof’ has raised over £37,000 so far and is rising. Watch outside 
St Peters’ Church for the thermometer that will show how we are progressing against our target.
The dinner dance in St Peter’s Church prompted a number of people to peep inside and see what 
was going on with the 60s’ music and colourful flashing lights. The setting was fantastic and everyone 
present had a great evening. Watch this space for a repeat performance next year.
The generosity of a donation of £800 from the Safari Supper was much appreciated.
The weather was kind on the day when the gardens at Moors House were open. Those that came 
enjoyed a garden party ambiance with the dulcet tones of a recorder floating across the pond to add 
to delicious strawberry cream teas. The raffle for a weekend break donated by The Four Pillars Hotel 
Group was won by Mrs O’Neil from Chipping Norton. Thank you to David McGill for the photos of 
the event.
The clay pigeon shoot saw over 70 guns compete in a friendly fun afternoon’s entertainment with 
some difficult clays watched by a number of fathers with their children. William Powell kindly 
provided the prizes as well as sending a team. The winning team was made up of Paul and Annie 
Fisher, John Honour and Marcus Hughes. David Pryce won the individual prize for the best score and 
Annie Fisher the ladies prize. Refreshments and beer kindly provided by the Brewery finished off the 
day after a very damp start. By popular demand, we hope to repeat the day next year and encourage 
more people to join in.  A big thank you goes to all to those who made all these events happen for 
their time, provision of food and refreshments and all the little but important detailed jobs that 
made them all such a success.
Events

Saturday 13 August  Paul and Carol Cooke begin the first of three circular walks starting   
   from the Church. Call 730429 to book. Subsequent walks on Saturday  
   3 September and 1 October
Friday 9 September  Team Golf competition and barbeque at Rye Hill Golf Club starting   
   from 2pm. For an entry form, contact David Shepley-Cuthbert 737250 
Saturday 1 October  Concert at St Peter’s Church by The Musicke Companye starting at   
   7.30pm. Stunning performance of ‘Fate and Fortune’ includes music   
   by Handel, Purcell, Monteclair and others. Tickets £12, concessions   
   £10, under 18s £5. Wine and canapés included. Contact Rita   
   Wheatley 737097 and Emma Callery 737249
Saturday 12 November Film evening at The Memorial Hall including an Italian supper and the  
   film “West Side Story”.  Tickets in advance £10.00. Contact    
   Rita Wheatley 737097
Sunday 20 November Musical Extravaganza and sumptuous tea ‘Sitting under the Apple   
   Tree’. Concert begins at 3pm. Entrance and Tea £7.50. Contact Rita   
   Wheatley 737097
16–18 December  Christmas Tree festival at St Peter’s Church. Contact Jane Orchard   
   737634
For on-going repeat events such as hosting a snowball lunch or supper, please contact Angel Powell 
730512 or Mary Powell 737483 for details. For knives and blades that need sharpening or furniture 
repairing, contact John Morris 737905. For ‘Stop the Clock’ contact Scott Orchard on 737634.
All events will be posted on the Hook Norton website diary and there will be a web page giving 
details of progress of the Appeal and what is happening. 
David Shepley-Cuthbert, Chairman, Appeal Committee
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BADMINTON
Join us for Badminton, Coffee and a Chat in the Memorial Hall

Tuesday evenings: 8.00 – 9.30pm £1.00
Thursday mornings: 10.00 – 12.00 £1.50

No Leagues – All games doubles
For more information, call Vicky on 737985



23



24

Oil Boiler Servicing
Oil Aga Servicing
New Oil Boiler Installations

Hook Norton 01608 738156 

Emergency Breakdowns:  07973 128987
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STAGE, GALLERY & CONCERT HALL 
I have just watched the opening of a three-part television series (don’t worry, I’m not adding the 
box to my brief) called ‘British Masters’. It dealt with twentieth-century paintings and the last 
in this evening’s programme was Stanley Spencer’s remarkable wall-paintings at the Sandham 
Memorial Chapel near Newbury. The Chapel’s interior is lined with paintings telling the story of 
Spencer’s own experiences in WWI and the presenter of this BBC series, Dr James Fox, suggested 
these neglected treasures, painted in late 20s, were part of the reawakening of British art – 
certainly I believe ‘The Resurrection of the Soldiers’ behind the altar is one of the most important 
paintings of the century. I do recommend a visit – the Chapel is National Trust property. 
This reference to Spencer’s enormous contribution to our art heritage is appropriate for us 
because, at our doorstep, we have the Compton Verney exhibition ‘Stanley Spencer and the 
English Garden’. I was encouraging in the last issue but now that I have had an opportunity to 
visit the exhibition and seen this focus on Spencer’s landscape paintings (as opposed to his 
mystical Biblical scenes and candid self-portraits) I double-up on my encouragement. These 
magnificent works depicting the gardens, fields and houses – showing small alleys and overgrown 
backyards – of his beloved Cookham, are a joy. The exhibition runs until 2 October. Oh – and the 
famous old pram and umbrella that were his trademark when painting around Cookham are on 
display! 
Running at the same time is an exhibition on the renowned landscape designer ‘Capability’ 
Brown (1716–83), which focuses on his skills not only at Compton Verney itself but also Charlcote 
Park and Croome. A nice touch is that the current artist-in-residence, Laura Ellen Bacon, inspired 
by ‘Capability’, will be weaving two unique sculptural works using coppiced and natural materials 
from the parkland. Definitely a ‘three-in-one’ that will lubricate your pleasure senses! 
On a very different level, Tate Britain is showing until 4 September ‘The Vorticists: Manifesto for 
a Modern World’. This radical movement shone briefly and brightly around WWI with futuristic 
artists such as Wyndham Lewis. Although short-lived, it was of great significance as the first 
organised movement towards abstraction in English art. 
The theatre is proving quiet in the summer months outside Stratford. ‘Macbeth’, with an 
outstanding performance by Jonathan Slinger, is highly praised while ‘Merchant of Venice’ has 
received mixed reviews with its setting in Las Vegas and a somewhat irreverent interpretation. 
Incidentally, ‘slumming it' in the Stratford Picture House, we saw the NT Live production of ‘The 
Cherry Orchard’ with Zoe Wannamaker – I do commend this way of seeing a London production 
locally.
At the Oxford Playhouse, Michael Frayn’s ‘Alarms and Excursions’ gives a wonderfully comic view 
of our modern world going wrong – a series of scenes all interrupted by a comedy of errors: 
showing 15–20 August. 
Concerts at this time of the year are dominated by The Proms – from 15 July through to 10 
September. Looking at the programme there is a galaxy of music to tempt us all.
But at Birmingham’s Symphony Hall on Sunday 4 September at 2.30pm there is another galaxy 
– a who’s who of brass bands: Black Dyke, Cory and Grimethorpe coming together for a Gala 
Concert.
However, I cannot omit early reference to a rather splendid concert to be held in St Peter’s 
Church here in Hook Norton – on 1 October at 7.30pm the Musicke Companye are performing an 
intriguing programme under the title ‘Fate and Fortune’. Meantime, for those of you holidaying 
in the far-flung parts of our Isles, do look out for a local theatre, gallery or concert – sometimes 
you can find a real gem.
John Wheatley
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HOOK NORTON SCHOOL NEWS 
We come to the end of another busy year for the school – I can’t believe we have managed 
to pack so much in! As well as lots of reading, writing, sums and science, we have enjoyed 
Harvest Supper where the children made soup for friends and families; Healthy Week; 
our solar panel celebration; the prayer space, where the children moved us with their 
thoughtful comments; visits to museums; the seaside and the theatre. Year 6 threw themselves into 
the Yenworthy residential and Year 5 challenged themselves at Osmington Bay. 
Nearly half the school learnt to play various musical instruments and the choir were thrilled to take part 
in ‘Young Voices’ in Birmingham. We were proud to support M@C and the Cornbury Music Festival. 
Through the sports programme every child took part in a sporting event through Chipping Norton 
School, from tag rugby to swimming, ball skills to football. We were also able to enjoy dance and drama 
workshops and a language festival.
Our Comenius project began with exchanges of emails, letters and recipes on healthy eating with our 
friends in France, Spain and Sweden. Years 3 and 4 have enjoyed a new experience of video conferencing 
with their penpals in America! Years 5 and 6 video conferenced with Vastraskolan, Sweden and a party 
of Year 6 children had a wonderful visit to Vara. Year 5 hosted a visit from French children and Year 6 
entertained Swedish children. We also hosted a party of Spanish children who joined us for Healthy 
Week.
After-school clubs continue to thrive, with drama, art, cookery, sport, music, dance, JAM club and ICT 
on offer at various times throughout the year. Many thanks to the volunteers who have given up their 
time to support these activities.
The school has entertained parents and families 
over the year with Christmas productions 
(T-towels at the ready for the Nativity!), class 
presentations of work, musical concerts and 
open afternoons. We have also supported the 
local community with Community morning 
for pre-school children (Weds), the Christmas 
party for older citizens, parenting classes and 
adult keep fit. Various organisations have also 
used our study centre for overnight stays. 
(Plug: our refurbished study centre is available 
for hire for parties, meetings, classes, etc!) 
The Friends of the School have worked tirelessly 
to provide services such as the school uniform 
ordering as well as fund raising events like the 
Family BBQ, Burns Night and the Christmas 
Fair to bring in much appreciated funds for 
new stage blocks and additional books this 
year. We will also be getting a new PE shed to 
replace the rather sorry one, thanks to Scott 
Orchard’s Keep Fit subs, which he has kindly 
donated over the years to the school.
Finally, we are all very sorry to say ‘good-
bye’ to Dave Newman who is hanging up his 
chalk after many years dedicated service to 
the school. We wish him well on his much 
deserved retirement. 
Many thanks to everyone who has supported 
the school this year – have a lovely summer 
holiday. See you in September!
Mrs Belgrove
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LIBRARY NEWS
Opening Hours:  Monday  2–5pm  6–7pm
   Wednesday  2–5pm
   Friday   2–5pm  6–7pm
   Saturday   9.30am–12.30pm
Hello Everyone,
The children’s Summer Reading Challenge is now in full swing. The children read six 
books over the summer and get rewards, and on completion get a certificate and medal. There are 
activities and colouring sheets to take home and the theme this year is Circus Stars. Just come along 
to the library and join in.
We had a very successful Open Day on 8 July and I would like to thank the Friends of Hook Norton 
Library (FOHNCL) for organising the event and making the day such a success (special thanks to Bob 
for posters, etc). Thank you also to those who contributed cakes, and especially Sue and Gill for 
continuously supplying refreshments.
Our next Rhymetime for the 0 to 3 year olds is Monday 8 August from 2pm to 2.30pm. Further dates 
are to be arranged. All are welcome, just come along, no tickets needed and the children (and adults) 
really enjoy them.
Finally, as with many services at the moment, the Library Service is going through a period of change. 
It had been decided last year to cease funding a number of libraries across the county but, due to a 
huge response from members of the public against this idea, there is now a proposal to run 21 of the 
branches with some staff and some volunteer time. Hook Norton is one of these libraries.
There is a consultation taking place until the end of September; copies of this can be found online 
at www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/libraryserviceconsultation. It would be great for everyone to give their 
views. If you do not have a computer, call in to the library and we will supply a paper copy.
Thank you all for your continued support of the library and I look forward to seeing you all soon. 
Regards, Janet May, Library Manager

GREAT HOOK NORTON TREASuRE HuNT 
This summer, we have been running a treasure hunt on the Hook Norton website, which has 
got off to a great start.
So far six clues have been published – solve the clues to find a secret number on the Hooky 
website, which will all eventually add up to the final solution! Some of the clues have even 
offered an instant prize.
Winner of a crate of Hooky beer, courtesy of the Hook Norton Brewery Visitor Centre and 
free entry and beer tokens for the Hook Norton Festival of Fine Ales was Noemi Winhammer.
Winner of a free M@C T-shirt was Ali Rodwell.
Congratulations to the winners so far. It's not too late to join in as there are still plenty of 
clues to come. Just visit the Hook Norton website (www.hook-norton.org.uk) and follow the 
link from the Home Page. Or follow us on Facebook and find out about the clues as they are 
announced.
Good luck! 
The Hook Norton Web Team
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CALLING ALL DOG & CAT LOVERS
One of the local veterinary surgeries is collecting items for homeless dogs and cats. If you have 
any of the following to spare, they would be very gratefully received. Every few weeks the 
donations are distributed to the most needy animal shelters around the country. 
Old Dog Leads – Collars – Blankets – Towels – Beds – Dog Coats – Scratching Posts – Spare Food 
– Chews – Brushes – Combs – Shampoo – Toothpaste – In date Wormer / Flea Treatments – toys, 
etc.
Anything you think would make an unwanted dog's / cat's life a little happier. Anything not 
suitable will be divided between the RSPCA and PDSA charity shops in Banbury. Please spare a 
few minutes to search for any unwanted items mentioned above and recycle them for a very 
good cause. If you care to give me a call, I will be happy to deliver them. Many thanks.
Hilary Wiseman 01608 730090

FRIDAY TODDLER GROuP 
We held our summer party this year a few weeks earlier than normal due to Anita leaving us for 
her new job working in the Post Office.
The children had a fantastic time bouncing away on the bouncy castle followed by their picnic. Even 
a few mums at the very end had a crafty go.
I’d like to thank Anita for all her help in supporting the groups within the villages over the years and 
for looking after many of our children including my two. I know many of us will miss your presence 
at the groups and for the school runs. Good luck in your new job, from us all at Friday Toddlers.
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NEWS FROM HOOK NORTON TENNIS CLuB
Results of the Banbury league matches: The Summer League is well under way, 
and we again have five teams. So far we have had some good wins and some 
closely fought matches. Currently our A team is 5th in Division 2; our B team 
is top of Division 3, our C team is 6th in Division 4, and our D and E teams still 
have a lot of matches to play. If you would like to play in a team, please contact 
Sue Glasson on 01608 730880.
Additional club session on Wednesday afternoon: The additional Wednesday 
afternoon club sessions, starting at 2pm, are continuing. All adult and junior 
members are welcome and this, of course, includes players who have joined as Weekday Only 
members.
Open Day – Saturday 25 June: Our Open Day went well with about 30 visitors – we hope they will 
try our Rusty Racquets sessions or join us on Club Nights.
Cardio tennis: Marc Gilkes has now completed the cardio tennis training course and will start to 
run sessions both in daytime and evenings shortly. Cardio tennis is an intensive tennis drills session 
aimed to keep your heart rate at a safe but elevated level. Nationally it’s proving particularly 
popular with ladies as it’s an excellent keep fit technique and you can burn off several hundred 
calories in a session. We’ll let you know of the timings shortly – look out 
for a poster in the club hut or contact Marc Gilkes on 079 304 060 15.
Tournaments: The winners of the Fun Mixed Tournament held on 
16 July were (photo right) Julia Ingham and Stuart Ralph. Michelle 
Stephenson and Tom Hill, Karen Allen and Ross Macrae were joint 
second.
The men’s singles tournament was held at the end of July, but too late 
for it to be reported in this Newsletter.
News from Junior Coaching 
Here are the times for junior coaching this summer: Monday 1 August–Friday 5 August and 
Monday 8 August–Friday 12 August. The sessions/times will be:
Mini Red (4–8 year olds): 9.30–10.30am – £32.50 for 5 days
Mini Orange (8–9 year olds): 10.30–11.30am – £32.50 for 5 days
Mini Green (10 year olds): 11.30am–12.30pm – £32.50 for 5 days
Junior (11+ year olds): 12.30–1.30pm – £32.50 for 5 days
Recently our under-18 boys team beat Woodstock 4–2 in the Aegon League. 
On 23 May we held our Road to Wimbledon club tournament that feeds 
through to national finals. Eight under-14 boys competed and despite 
extremely windy conditions there was some great play and the day ended 
in an excellent final between Reuben Cox and Henry Brooke, which Reuben 
won 4-2, 5-4. Henry Brooke (runner-up) is on the left in the white T-shirt 
and Reuben (winner) is on the right in the blue T-shirt.
The junior coaching programme and the ladies and rusty rackets sessions are under way. To sign up 
or for more details please contact Marc on 01295 265085 or 07930 406 015 or email marcgilkes@
fsmail.net
To find out more about Hook Norton Tennis Club, contact Sue Glasson: 01608 730880 or email 
her at merrymoons1@aol.com. You can now get to our website through the Hook Norton 
village website: www.hook-norton.org.uk as well at the Sport and Social Club website: www.
hooknortonsportsandsocialclub.co.uk or you can Google ‘Hook Norton Tennis’.       Elaine Priestley
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mUSIC AT THe CRoSSRoAdS - SATURdAy 2 JUly 2011
On one of this summer’s finest days, Music at the Crossroads hosted 
an extravaganza of top quality music, in a relaxed and friendly 
atmosphere. Hook Norton residents and families joined by visitors 
from far and wide came to enjoy some of the best talent we’ve ever 
had at Music at the Crossroads. The HNCA has been pleased with the 
comments and feedback received, thank you! 
There were many choices for music fans on this weekend in several surrounding villages and 
whilst our numbers were down, it didn’t affect the quality or enjoyment of the day. Music at the 
Crossroads aims to give our village an opportunity to come together and appreciate high quality 
entertainment in a safe and relaxed family environment. It also aims to raise money to help support 
our local organisations and chosen national charities, such as Leukaemia and Lymphoma Research. 
The HNCA committee has encouraged the involvement of local organisations to raise funds or 
awareness through their own activities while contributing to the event. The Playgroup, WI, Fire 
Service, HN Low Carbon were among these.
As a brief review of the music on offer, we started the day with awesome new talent Joe Jury, 
followed by possibly Chipping Norton’s finest rock covers band Man Make Fire. Scarecrow delivered 
another fine set of traditional English folk music. Next up were Mistreated, comprising three of 
Oxfordshire’s finest professional musicians, they served up pure genius. One to watch are Folklaw, 
they presented an exciting and provoking up-beat Celtic style of folk. Sunday Driver hit the stage 
with their imagery – a mixture of Victorian, Indian and Gothic with a haunting mesmerising 
combination of Eastern and Western music. The London-based indie rock band Princip were a huge 
hit with their quirky high energy offerings. Classic blues served up by the Banbury master, Andy 
Douse Band. Strobecircus had the crowd transfixed with high-tension dub reggae, drum ‘n’ bass 
fronted by their charismatic front-girl. The first of this year’s headliner acts was ahab. This band is 
set for the big time, magnificent songwriting presented with style and beautiful harmonies. Next 
was Hope and Glory – ‘don’t watch that, watch this!’, the Madness tribute and ska band gave us 
90 minutes of sheer pleasure. Then as a ‘bonus track’ we welcomed back Number 9 Blast who 
last played at MAC and Folk in the Field almost ten years ago – the Welsh rockers did the business 
again! 
Enjoy the fabulous photographs provided by Cathy Hattam, Jon Gleeson and Ali Rodwell, some of 
which you will also find on our Facebook page.
We had the great Hook Norton Beer Tent manned by our own Fire Service, a choice of 
refreshments and a host of children’s entertainment, all sensibly priced.
In 2010 MAC raised nearly £6,000 and made donations to Leukaemia Research, Fire Service 
Fund, Air Ambulance, Katharine House Hospice, our village primary school and a host of local 
organisations and youth groups. Since 2001 the HNCA has donated £58,000 from the funds raised 
by our annual music festival. We expect our donations to be down this year as a result of rising 
costs and reduced takings due to the unexpected number of competing events. 
The website (www.hookymusic.co.uk) and next edition of the Newsletter will have details for the 
donations evening and AGM. In the meantime, requests for donations can be sent to Pete Watkins 
at petewatkins4@aol.com However, at this time we are not clear on the amount we will have to 
donate. We are always looking for help in running the even. If you would like to get involved, any 
help you can provide is appreciated. Please contact us through our website or call Pete on 737143 
or email Phil on phil@hookymusic.co.uk.
In the next edition of the Newsletter we’ll focus on the many thank-you messages, in the meantime 
THANK YOU to everyone who helped, were involved and attended the event!
Hook Norton Charitable Association
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HOOK NORTON FESTIVAL OF FINE ALES 2011
‘Getting over 2,000 people together to have fun, drink beer and raise loads of money for charity’
The 18th Hook Norton Festival of Fine Ales 
had a lot to live up to after last year’s event. 
It was looking particularly grim on Saturday 
morning, but the rain stopped and the sun 
came out just in time to get people of the 
village and the record number of campers 
out to the Rural Fayre Field in time for the 12 
noon start. Saturday 16 July saw the festival 
match the previous year’s record number of 
beers although there were fewer attendees 
to drink them all – poor attendees! The 105 
real ales were kindly donated by brewers from 
all over the UK and, of course, Hook Norton 
Brewery, who provided a fine selection of our favourites. For the non-ale drinkers, ciders of varying 
strengths and luminosity (including the popular Gwatkins cider stall), a selection of lagers and large 
amounts of Pimms were also available. Over 7,500 pints of beer were soaked up by the usual fine 
selection of food, including the ever-popular hog roasts – as much photographed as eaten! Daisy 
with her shire horses again offered wagon rides around the site and the Brewery dray horses made 
an appearance as well. 
We had a varied fare of live music and entertainment through the day and late into the evening, 
from the magnificent acoustic Leatherat to the closing rousing performance from the MC Pigs. 
Local musical talent included the lovely Jasmine Faulkner, the mesmerising Becky Watkins and Paul 
Acreman, Gina and the Fox, Dave Newman, Helen and Rachel plus local phenomenon Harry Jackson 
and his Mini Band all of whom were just eight years old! Alternative entertainment was offered 
by The Banbury Didge Club and the Hook Norton Primary School Dance. Artists from further afield 
included the wonderful Bushfield Smith along with Palmerstone, the man with Stereohands, The 
Austin Allegro Country Dance Consortium and Pete Watkins & The Steps. We thank all the artists 
who gave their time to support the event and the charities.
At the time of going to press, the final amount raised for charity was not known, but half of the 
profits will go to Leukaemia and Lymphoma Research with the remainder being distributed to local 
charities and causes in the village and surrounding area. The donations evening will be held at the 
brewery in October. It provides a wonderful opportunity to hear about all the amazing work that is 
helped by our donations. All those who help with the festival are always welcome to attend. 
We have a wonderful team of people who put in enormous amounts of hard work to organise 
the festival. A huge thank you to you all – you know who you are! Many thanks to all those who 
phoned the breweries, picked up the beer from far and wide, helped with the setting up, took 
a turn serving or selling tickets, and the least glamorous job of helping with the big clear-up on 
Sunday. Many people were involved but we can always do with more help. 
If you think you could help next year or you just want to be kept abreast of events, you can sign 
up to our email list at www.hookybeerfest.co.uk/cause.html or join the Facebook group at 
www.facebook.com/groups/hookybeerfest.
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ST PETER'S CHuRCH
A few churchwardens' thoughts.....
We live in a troubled society and a troubled world.  
Do you feel that society has lost its sense of morality?
Do you feel the world has lost its ability to care for its peoples?
Many of us do.

Do you hold peoples' greed and selfishness responsible for the 
moral decline in our society ? 
Should we have moral and ethical ideals to follow?
Should we be living our lives in a different way?
Many of us think we should.

Do you question the authority of God in the face of natural disasters?
Do you struggle with your faith in times of sorrow and strife?
Do you want to know more about the existence of a loving and caring God?
Many of us do.

If the answer to any of these questions is 'YES', come and see us at St Peter's and find out more.  
Here is some of what we do.

During the month of September we shall be holding short series of meetings •	
considering what knowing God and Christian commitment looks like in today’s world. It 
may be that these meetings will prompt in some a need to take a further step of faith, 
which could possibly be ‘Confirmation’. Want to find out more? Why not have a word 
with John Acreman (737223) and see if perhaps our Service of Confirmation on Sunday 
2nd October this year might be where your journey of faith is leading!

Holy Communion and Morning Worship services alternate at 10am on Sunday, Holy • 
Communion 10am Wednesday - check the poster outside St Peter's.

'Wheelers & Squealers’ meets from 11.00am to 12.15pm on the Second Thursday of • 
each month in church.  A little service, a lot of fun, a lovely lunch, just right for pre-
schoolers and their perambulator operatives!  Please contact Sheila (737223) or Jan 
(737900).

The Drop is open to all children in Year 4 and above, from 5pm to 7 pm every • 
Thursday in the Youth Hall, Hook Norton. At The Drop there’s Table Football, 
Table Tennis, Air Hockey, Wii, DVDs, music and a Tuck Shop. No entrance fee 
– just turn up!

Also  ‘Late Night Drop’, ‘Energise’ and ‘Outlook’ groups each meet once a month on a •	
Friday evening in the Youth Hall. Energise is for all secondary school children, Outlook 
is for Year 10 students and above as is the Late Night Drop.
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HOOK NORTON WI
At our May meeting a welcome was given for our speaker Raymond Joyce, who had come to 
speak to us on the work of Guide Dogs for the Blind in Australia. The talk was mainly 
on how the puppies are trained to do their duties. Before this training begins, they 
are sent to families for about 12 months. They are taught how to walk in straight 
lines, to go to left and to right, to walk around obstacles. They are taken to shopping 
centres, on buses and trains, up stairs and escalators. They are also trained to deal 
with traffic. When training is over, the dog is matched with the temperament and 
lifestyle of the people with whom they will work. The dogs used are mainly Labradors. After 
all the training about 50 per cent of the dogs are rejected. Kerrie thanked Mr Joyce for a very 
informative and interesting talk. Maureen Watkins
In June we were pleased to meet our speaker Ann Hobday who gave a fascinating and enjoyable 
talk about Tudor costume. One of our members, Frances Price, was dressed in a typical Tudor 
Lady’s costume and Ann Hobday explained in detail each part of the headdress and dress that 
was worn. The headdress was introduced by Anne Boleyn and veils were then attached in the 
years afterwards. The gowns were very heavy and made from brocade or satin. The girdle 
around the waist played an important part as it held various keys, pomander, prayer book 
and mirror. As each layer was removed from Frances, it was made very clear how intricately 
they were made. The corset and farthingale hoop were strengthened by bone or wood. The 
undergarments were made from linen. We all agreed none of us would like to have these 
fashions today.
On 2 July we served tea and delicious cakes at Music at the Crossroads and on 19 July we had a 
Garden Party (see photo).
On 7 August we will be serving tea and refreshments to cyclists coming through the village who 
are raising funds for the Shakespeare Hospice in Stratford on Avon.
An outing to Kenilworth Castle has been arranged for 16 August.
At our September meeting Tim Lunel will be coming to give a talk about Low Carbon usage in 
Hook Norton.
Doreen McLaughlin

Further details on all youth events from John Acreman acreman@xalt.co.uk or Charlie • 
Smith charlie1811@hotmail.com  

Font Cafe  every Tuesday and Saturday morning 10am to noon. Tea, coffee, biscuits and •	
fellowship for all!

Village Market Stall each month, regular Fellowship and Bible study groups and much •	
more!

We hope to welcome you at St Peter's soon,
Mary Powell (737463) and Pam Horne (730604). Churchwardens

PS  See the article for our Raise the Roof news on page 21
– we plan to start the repairs on Monday 5th September.
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HOOKY PLAYERS
Feedback comment received since our recent production of Ron Hutson's 
'Stalker Beware’ would suggest the show to have been one of our best. The 
director, Richard Wheelton, along with his hard working and enthusiastic cast, 
are to be congratulated on a very fine production.
Set in the 1980s, Hutson's comedy proved highly amusing – however, life goes 
on, and we now look towards the pantomime season once again. This year's 
offering will be 'Treasure Island'. This will be directed by John Pickering, who will 
be making his debut as director. It is to be hoped the village will give him encouraging support. The 
pantomime will be performed 25–28 January 2012 and auditions will be held in September, although 
rehearsals will not begin until November. Do watch out for the notices of the date of our auditions – 
they will be advertised throughout the village. 
The Players have an urgent need for members of both sexes in the 16–30 age group, although people 
of all ages are welcome.
We are a friendly lot and can promise a warm welcome to anyone interested in either acting or 
working behind the scenes. Experience is not a requirement – just a wish to have some fun while 
entertaining the local community. Over the years we have seen some remarkably talented people 
emerge from folk just like you!
For more information contact Brian on 01608 730355 Brian Rider, Chairman

HOOK NORTON FILM SOCIETY
Now in its fourth decade, Hook Norton Film Society commences its new season on 24 
September. As always, we are following our policy of showing outstanding films which represent 
a range of decades, countries and cinematic styles. 
This year, we’ve made an extra effort to bring you as many films as we can that you 
probably haven’t seen before, including a number that have achieved distinction fairly 
recently. The delightful ‘Love Like Poison’ from France was a Cannes prize winner, while 
the Russian ‘How I Ended the Summer’ won Best Film Award at last year’s London Film 
Festival. ‘Benda Bilili!’ is an exhilarating documentary about a group of homeless, paraplegic 
buskers from Kinshasa who rocketed to international success. And the season begins with 
‘Sugar’ – a highly praised film about a 19-year-old boy from the Dominican Republic who is 
signed up to play baseball for Kansas City. 
World War 2 is the theme for a special screening of two films on 4 February. In the afternoon 
we’re showing the 1942 propaganda fiction ‘Went the Day Well’ in which a charming English 
village is invaded by Nazi paratroopers. In the evening you can see the legendary 1946 Powell/
Pressburger film, ‘A Matter of Life and Death’, starring David Niven. Other classics are Truffaut’s ‘ 
L’Enfant Sauvage’, a new print of the 1922 silent Dracula film, ‘Nosferatu’, with live piano 
accompaniment by Paul Shawcross – and a close-of-season blaze of Hollywood glory with 
Marilyn Monroe, Clark Gable, Montgomery Clift and Eli Wallach in John Huston’s ‘The Misfits’.
Our most visually powerful film this season is unquestionably the dialogue-free 1993 'Baraka', 
which has been described as 'an awesome cinematic world tour.' Shot on six continents with a 
world-music score and images that are overwhelmingly both beautiful and shocking, it aims to 
be 'a spectacular exercise in planetary consciousness raising’. 
Hook Norton Film Society warmly welcomes new members, so if you are interested in 
joining, pick up a programme from the Village Shop, Post Office or library or call Alasdair Brown 
on 730114 or Nicola Watson on 644361.
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HeART deFIBRIllAToR dAy – THAnK yoU!
A BIG thank you to all of you who came to the ‘Hands On’ day. The feedback was extremely 
positive and it was lovely to see such a great turn out throughout all the sessions that ran. 
Thank you to the Heart Rhythm Charity and the South Central Ambulance service who 
organised the event and worked very hard informing everyone about CPR and how the 
defibrillator works. Thanks also to those of you who made the delicious cakes and to the 
Sports and Social Club for keeping us hydrated with teas and coffee throughout the day. Much 
appreciated! If you were unable to attend but were interested in becoming a community first 
responder, please contact Dick or Dave on cfr@scas.nhs.uk or ring 0800 587 0207.
The defibrillator is now up on the outside of the Sun and we are hoping it will go live in the 
next few weeks with the ambulance service. Thank you to Kenny Smith who fitted it for us, 
we really appreciate your hard work. 
We also have a practice Mini Annie kit that we have purchased for the village that has a 
practice defibrillator within it. Anyone wishing to borrow this can contact us on 01608 730091 
or email mole53@yahoo.co.uk.
And finally, thanks to donations from the Safari Supper, the Hook Norton Bell Ringers and 
donations from the cakes at the blood doning sessions. We are well on our way to a second 
defibrillator, this time to be housed at the Sports and Social Club. If you would like to make a 
donation to the fund or have any enquiries, please contact us on the above numbers. Thank 
you for your support.
The Street Family and The Heart Defibrillator Fund

 
Summer Opera Workshop 

August 22-26 in Great Rollright Village Hall 
 

10am to 4pm each day with an  
evening performance on Friday 26th August 

 

Led by Trevor Davies and Brenda Hayden 
 

Create and perform an opera in just five days, exploring music, design, drama and story telling. 
 
You don’t have to be a fantastic singer or a brilliant artist – this is for anyone who wants to get 
involved. Suggested age range is 9-13 
 
It’s fun, creative, highly rewarding and – if you haven’t done it before – totally not what you expect! 
It’s all going to be based on your ideas and you’ll be astonished at what you achieve in a week! 
 
Trevor Davies has trained with Royal Opera Education and has written many operas with schools 
and youth groups. Brenda Hayden is an established artist and set designer. 

 
The fee is £150. Snacks and refreshments are provided 

and you’ll need a packed lunch. 
 

Further info from Trevor Davies 01608 738374, 0781345 8397  
or mail@trevordavies.co.uk 
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AROMATHERAPY / HOLISTIC MASSAGE
 Monica Overbury is a registered nurse offering massage

Massage using Aromatherapy oils can give a great sense of wellbeing offering 
relief from stress and tension as well as back, headaches and neck pain. 

It can help lift low moods, PMT and insomnia and boost immunity, 
helping us cope with fatigue. 

It is a lovely way to receive a treat for mind and body.
 

To make an appointment please call 

07780 718810 
leaving your name & number

PRICE LIST

Home visits possible and gift vouchers available

£5.00

£35.00

£25.00

Initial Assessment:   

1 hour Full Body Massage: 

30 mins Back, Neck and Shoulder massage: 
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Paul Swingle
Quality interior & exterior Decorating
all aSPectS of Decorating work unDertaken incluDing....

HanD PainteD kitcHenS / furniture

SPecialiSt Paint effectS & PoliSHeD PlaSter

tel: 01608 737896                  Mob: 07968 752481
fully inSureD
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Chris Smith
Your local handyman

- No job too small
- Please give me a call!

Phone 737145 or mobile 07703 202922
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Taking you where you want to go...

Tel: 01295 254254   Thorpe Mead, Banbury, OX16 4RZ

A modern first class reliable service 
for all your coaching needs
14 – 70 seat coaches available

www.cheneycoaches.co.uk
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Contact your local depot on 

01295 268422 
Domestic | Agricultural 
Commercial | Lubricants

 Competitive Prices 
 Easy Payment Schemes
 Reliable Deliveries 
 Boiler Maintenance

Your local oil company delivering to 
Hooky and the surrounding areas

beauty

Larkfields | Tadmarton Heath Road
Hook Norton | Banbury
Oxfordshire | OX15 5DQ
Telephone 01608 730926
Email: claire@azurebeauty.biz

Claire Gregson 

(C.I.B.T.A.C./B.A.B.T.A.C.)

AESTHETIC AND COMPLEMENTARY THERAPIES

beauty

Azure Beauty offers an extensive range of massage, beauty and holistic treatments.
Ring Claire for a brochure or more information. 

Gift Vouchers Available
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HOOK NORTON’S NATuRAL ENVIRONMENT
Section 40 of the Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006 says that ‘Every public 
authority must, in exercising its functions, have regard, so far as is consistent with the proper 
exercise of those functions, to the purpose of conserving biodiversity’.
County and District Councils have had training to help them comply with the Act but Parish 
Councils have not. Oxfordshire Nature Conservation Forum has now talked through the Act with 
over 40 councils and can also offer on-going advice and information. Come to your Parish Council 
meeting on Thursday 11 August at 7pm and hear what it is all about and how you can combat 
climate change and help yourselves and your natural environment at the same time.
Oxfordshire Nature Conservation Forum (ONCF) brings together organisations, groups and 
individuals involved in nature conservation, and works with them to help coordinate and focus our 
county’s approach to biodiversity conservation. As part of its work, ONCF compiles a FREE, weekly 
environmental email bulletin with information about local walks, talks, debates, job vacancies, 
training in species identification/habitat management, etc., anything, in fact, to do with nature 
conservation and climate change in Oxfordshire. Anyone can advertise THEIR event for free so long 
as it is relevant and not for profit. (A small charge is made for items that are relevant and profit 
making.) The bulletin is posted to 1,500+ people weekly and is growing rapidly. 
To subscribe to the bulletin, see a copy, or to discuss submitting an item please email cynth@oncf.
org.uk or call Cynth on 01865 407034. 
www.oncf.org.uk

Nicola Levitt and 
Julian Knowles 

were married at
 St Peter's Church, 

Hook Norton 
on 4 June 2011

Laura Shepley and 
Stephen Wyatt 

were married at 
St Peter's Church, 

Hook Norton 
on 18 June 2011
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Bar sponsored by 
The Norman Knight

Dog Show sponsored 
by Chips Away

Plants sponsored by Applegarth  Nursery

GRfete_photospread.indd   1 7/17/2011   11:40:08 AM

GREAT ROLLRIGHT PRIMARY SCHOOL NEWS
On Saturday 16 July, Great Rollright Fete’s organisers and stallholders defied the morning’s deluge 
and created the setting for a perfect summer event, which raised an amazing £2,300 for the school 
funds. The afternoon was kinder and brought us some sunshine. The dogs strutted their stuff in the 
central arena; children bounced on a castle, jousted, face-painted and enjoyed the variety of games 
and stalls; adding colour to the event were the plant stall and the stunning selection of cakes; the 
Pimms and the barbecue were there to remind us it was summer time, and the atmosphere was 
great! None of this would have been possible without the supportive crowd who attended and the 
generosity of our sponsors:
Chips Away (Chipping Norton), The Norman Knight (Whichford), Patriot Brewery (Whichford) The 
George (Brailes), Applegarth Nurseries (Chipping Norton), Hook Norton Brewery
Tony & Jean Clifton, NL Matthews (Hook Norton), Bay Photography, Harper’s (Chipping Norton) 
Cotswold Newsagents (Chipping Norton), Richard Stamp Agencies (M. u. W/wood)
Hook Norton Fire Station, The Blue Boar (Chipping Norton), 
The Fox Hotel (Chipping 
Norton)
The Crown & Cushion 
(Chipping Norton), 
Great Rollright WI, 
St Andrew's Church (Great 
Rollright)
Moveable Feast (Chipping 
Norton), 
The Old Mill Coffee Shop, 
Watsons Eatery (Chipping 
Norton)
Chipping Norton Leisure 
Centre
Chipping Norton Theatre, 
RJ Hair (Chipping Norton)
The Firs Garage (Hook Norton)
Graphics Direct (Hook Norton)
Ralph Fletcher
Peter Brown
Harbod Jewellery (Chipping 
Norton)
Wild at Heart (Chipping 
Norton)
Over the Top (Chipping 
Norton)
Ruan’s (Chipping Norton)
a HUGE thank you to all for 
your support!
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For a Totally Professional Service and Peace of Mind with
all your Oil and Water Storage Requirements

24 Hour Emergency Call Out for Failed or
Leaking Oil Tanks and Pipework

Spring is here.
Have you checkedyour Tank?

• Domestic Oil Tank Installations 
• Safe Disposals and Services
• AGA and Boiler Servicing
• Fuel Depots

TEL: 01386 853 030
E-MAIL: info@domestictankservices.com

Are you holding an event that you need to
hire cutlery and crockery for?

I have enough for 120 people including
cruets, milk jugs, sugar bowls

and serving spoons.

15p an item, and return it dirty!
Pick up and return required from Swalcliffe.

From private dinner parties for 10 to the one off
party for 120 guests  all you need to do is call:

 Vicky Taylor
on

01295 780206 / 07841 910037

www.swacliffegrange.com

Cutlery and Crockery for Hire
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www.firs-garage.com
Family business established 1960 

Tel: 01608 737349 / 737641 Hook Norton, OX15 5DD

Mitsubishi ASX 4x4 & 2WD 
Fuel efficient, smart, compact crossover 

Extensive range of new 
and used vehicles
Part exchanges 
welcome  
Servicing of all makes 
at competitive rates
Parts Bodyshop MOT  

DENIS WYNN & CO
Solicitors

6a Market Place, Chipping Norton,
Oxfordshire OX7 5NA

Tel: 01608  643036    Fax: 01608  641025
e-mail:  wynnlaw@tiscali.co.uk

Conveyancing (Written quotations on request).
Matrimonial & Family

Wills & Trusts. Probate. General family business.

Home visits easily arranged for the housebound.
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HOLMBY HOUSE
SIBFORD FERRIS

A stunning country house setting for all your special occasions

Marquee wedding receptions, intimate family dinners
Birthday parties, business meetings

Luxurious b&b and self catering accommodation 
Swimming pool, tennis court, beautiful gardens

www.holmbyhouse.com
Tel: Sally Wass on: 01295 780104



52





53

























54

 
 

 
 

          
      
   
























 


 











55

We were treated to a really lively and informative 
talk by local TV star come sustainable building 
architect Charlie Luxton at our last meeting. It was 
great to see the range of topics his talk sparked 
for discussion about what we could do to reduce 
our energy bills in Hook Norton – a very enjoyable 
evening, not least with the generous hospitality offered by James Clarke at the Brewery Visitors’ 
Centre.

That, combined with being at a fantastically sunny M@C and a popular open day at the library, has 
meant that we’ve had loads of interest in Low Carbon activities. 
Hook Norton is becoming more widely recognised as a community working together to reduce our 
energy use. People have been in contact from Cornwall to Scotland and from Canada to Hong Kong 
and Japan. We’re all about doing things that are not only green, but will also save you money in the 
long run. Visit these places to see what Hook Norton Low Carbon is doing and how we can help you 
save some money and be greener.

For further information, contact Tim Lunel on 730446 or email info@hn-lc.org.uk
James Clarke and Hook Norton Brewery provide a fantastic venue for us to have our open meetings 
where anyone is welcome – we hope to see you at the next meeting at the Brewery Visitors’ Centre 
at 7.30pm on Wednesday 14 September. 

GREENER AND CHEAPER ELECTRICITY 
 www.hn-lc.org.uk/green-energy or email: info@hn-lc.org.uk 

GREENER AND CHEAPER MOTORING - www.hn-lc.org.uk/2011/
hooky-car-club-join-now or email: carclub@hn-lc.org.uk

GREENER AND CHEAPER BIODIESEL - email: 
biodiesel@hn-lc.org.uk

GREENER AND CHEAPER HOMES TO RUN - www. n-lc.org.uk/what-were-doing/householder-
projects or email: house@hn-lc.org.uk
& see Green Homes Day – Sunday 18 September

CHEAPER HEATING OIL – HN Oil Syndicate - email: Williamandmarie.stubbs@btinternet.com



56

Recycle your small electricals

www.cherwell.gov.uk/recycling   customer.service@cherwell-dc.gov.uk  
Customer Service: 01295 221940   http://twitter.com/CherwellRecycle 

On average homes in Cherwell have 
at least three old, broken or unwanted 
electrical items lying around the house. 

Please recycle your small electricals.
For example:   Toasters   Kettles   Cameras  

  Electric toothbrushes   Games consoles  

Residents in Hook Norton, your closest small electrical bank is at 
the Primary School, Sibford Road

BLOXHAM DENTAL PRACTICE

&

BLOXHAM DENTAL @ BANBURY

We offer a full range of NHS & Private Services 
to maintain oral health and to enhance your smile

Now accepting new NHS Patients at both practices
Bloxham 01295 721030 Banbury 01295 257860

www.bloxhamdental.co.uk
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Mark E S Clayson MHCIMA   18/11/2009 

Hooky Advert 1109.doc 
1

 


 

Business and Home Computing 
Building, Supply & Installation  

Repairs, Maintenance & Data Transfer  
E Mail & Internet Support 

Ongoing Support & Disaster Recovery! 

 

26 years PC experience : 17 in own business 
 

Call Mark Clayson in Adderbury on 

01295 812953 
E Mail: info@markclaysoncomputers.co.uk 

Web: markclaysoncomputers.co.uk 

 

for People with Computers with Problems  
or People with Problems with Computers! 
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1  Baptist Church Holiday Club 2011  Baptist Hall
1  Junior Tennis Coaching Week   Sports and Social Club
1 10:00 Monday Club - Care Group for older people Baptist Hall
2  Baptist Church Holiday Club 2011  Baptist Hall
2 10:00 Font Café     St Peter's Church
3  Baptist Church Holiday Club 2011  Baptist Hall
3 09:00 Community Morning - Mums and Tots  Primary School
3 10:00 Coffee morning and table games  Baptist Church
3 20:00 Baptist Fellowship Group   Baptist Hall  
4  Baptist Church Holiday Club 2011  Baptist Hall
4 17:00 The Drop Youth Group   Youth Hall
5 09:15 Friday Toddler Group   Baptist Hall  
5 20:30 Late Nite Drop    Youth Hall
6 08:00 Baptist Prayer Meeting   Baptist Hall  
6 10:00 Font Café     St Peter's Church
8 10:00 Monday Club - Care Group for older people Baptist Hall  
8 14:00 Rhymetimes for the 0 to 3 year olds  Library
9 10:00 Font Café     St Peter's Church
10 09:00 Community Morning - Mums and Tots  Primary School
10 10:00 Coffee morning and table games  Baptist Church
10 14:30 Reading Group    Library
10 20:00 Baptist Fellowship Group   Baptist Hall  
11 11:00 Wheelers and Squealers   St Peter’s Church
11 17:00 The Drop Youth Group   Youth Hall
11 19:30 Hook Norton Classic Wheels   Sun Inn, Hook Norton
11 19:30 Parish Council Meeting   Memorial Hall
12 09:15 Friday Toddler Group   Baptist Hall  
12 19:30 ‘Energize’ Youth Group   Youth Hall
13 08:00 Baptist Prayer Meeting   Baptist Hall  
13 09:00 Village Market    Memorial Hall
13 10:00 Church circular walk   St Peter’s Church
13 10:00 Font Café     St Peter's Church
14 10:30 Hooky 6 - Hook Norton Harriers  Sports and Social Club
15 10:00 Monday Club - Care Group for older people Baptist Hall  
16 10:00 Font Café     St Peter's Church
16 14:00 WI Meeting    Baptist Hall
17 09:00 Community Morning - Mums and Tots  Primary School
17 10:00 Coffee morning and table games  Baptist Church

AUGUST VILLAGE DIARY
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We apologise for the omissions & the abbreviations on these pages 
but some abbreviation is necessary.

17 19:30 Garden Club    Memorial Hall
18 17:00 The Drop Youth Group   Youth Hall
19 09:15 Friday Toddler Group   Baptist Hall  
19 19:00 ‘Outlook’ Youth group   Youth Hall
20 08:00 Baptist Prayer Meeting   Baptist Hall  
20 10:00 Font Café     St Peter's Church
22 10:00 Monday Club - Care Group for older people Baptist Hall  
23 10:00 Font Café     St Peter's Church
24 09:00 Community Morning - Mums and Tots  Primary School
24 10:00 Coffee morning and table games  Baptist Church
24 20:00 Baptist Fellowship Group   Baptist Hall  
25 10:30 Carry On Learning    Normal Matthews Hall
25 17:00 The Drop Youth Group   Youth Hall  
25 19:00 Busy Bees Craft Club   Baptist Hall
26 09:15 Friday Toddler Group   Baptist Hall  
27 08:00 Baptist Prayer Meeting   Baptist Hall  
27 10:00 Font Café     St Peter's Church
29 10:00 Monday Club - Care Group for older people Baptist Hall  
30 10:00 Font Café     St Peter's Church
31 09:00 Community Morning - Mums and Tots  Primary School
31 10:00 Coffee morning and table games  Baptist Church
31 20:00 Baptist Fellowship Group   Baptist Hall  
   

1 17:00 The Drop Youth Group   Youth Hall  
2 09:15 Friday Toddler Group   Baptist Hall  
2 20:30 Late Nite Drop    Youth Hall
3 08:00 Baptist Prayer Meeting   Baptist Hall  
3 09:30 Church circular walk   St Peter’s Church
3 10:00 Font Café     St Peter's Church
5 10:00 Monday Club - Care Group for older people Baptist Hall  
6 10:00 Font Café     St Peter's Church
7 09:00 Community Morning - Mums and Tots  Primary School
7 10:00 Coffee morning and table games  Baptist Church
7 19:00 Garden Club Entry Night for Autumn Show Memorial Hall
7 20:00 Baptist Fellowship Group   Baptist Hall  
8 11:00 Wheelers and Squealers   St Peter’s Church
8 17:00 The Drop Youth Group   Youth Hall  

SEPTEMBER VILLAGE DIARY
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DIGITAL SWITCHOVER
Oxfordshire, parts of Berkshire and Buckinghamshire will begin switching to digital-only TV on 
14 September 2011. This means the existing analogue TV signal from the Oxford transmitter 
will be switched off and replaced with a new, stronger digital TV signal. TV equipment will 
need to be digital-compatible, otherwise it will display a totally blank screen. 
The Oxford transmitter group and its five relays (known as a transmitter group) switch to 
digital in two stages. If you have Sky TV, Freesat from Sky or freesat on all of your TV sets you 
will not be affected by switchover. However, if you haven't yet got digital TV on all the TVs in 
your home or you have a service like Freeview, BT Vision or Top Up TV, there are two dates 
you will need to remember and you need to be ready before the first switchover date. 
On 14 September, BBC Two will go to digital and some new digital channels become available. 
This means that if you haven’t switched, you’ll lose BBC Two and if you have Freeview, BT 
Vision or Top Up TV, you’ll need to re-tune your equipment.
On 28 September, all the remaining analogue channels (ITV, BBC One, Channel 4, Channel 5) 
will switch to digital and the remaining digital channels will become available. This means that 
if you haven’t switched to digital, you will lose your TV service. If you have Freeview, BT Vision 
or Top Up TV, you’ll need to re-tune your equipment again. For more information go to www.
digitaluk.co.uk/when_do_i_switch/central/oxford. For those on the Brailes transmitter, you 
may need to re-tune on 7 September 2011, when the analogue signal is switched off. 
The Switchover Help Scheme, run by the BBC, has been set up to make it easier for older and 
disabled people to switch to digital TV. People are eligible for the scheme if they are aged 75 
years or more, have lived in a care home for six months or more, get (or could get) certain 
disability benefits, or are registered blind or partially sighted. It can provide:
Easy-to-use digital TV equipment
A security-checked installer
A 12-month aftercare service.
This will cost only £40 or is free to people who are in receipt of benefits.
Everyone who is eligible for the Help Scheme has received a letter telling them all about it, 
but not everyone may have read it or understood what is on offer and how to get help. If you 
know someone who is eligible and would benefit from help, please let them know or contact 
Jayne Bullock, ORCC, Jericho Farm, Worton, Witney, Oxon OX29 4SZ. Tel: 01865 883488 begin_
of_the_skype_highlighting Email: jayne.bullock@oxonrcc.org.uk.

WITNEY HOSTS FOREST FAIR
Sun 4 September 11am–5pm: Wychwood Forest Fair comes to Foxburrow Wood in Witney. 
Entertainments include bands, fun fair, ferret racing and Aunt Sally. Over 150 stalls of local 
products and refreshments. Country craft demonstrations. Sponsor a tree for Foxburrow 
Wood. Bargains in plants and second-hand books. Entry £6, children free, free parking. 
Contact 01993 702624.
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HOOK NORTON SENIOR FOOTBALL
The Senior Football Club held its annual 
presentation evening at the Sports 
and Social Club on 28 May 2011 with 
110 guests attending, which included 
sponsors, players, families and friends, 
and were all treated to a fantastic meal 
prepared by Miss Sasha Warner.
On behalf of all at Hook Norton FC, we 
thank Sasha for all her efforts and hard 
work in making it such a lovely evening, 
which was enjoyed by all who attended.
Outgoing Chairman Mike Barlow was 
presented with a set of cut glass wine 
glasses and a bottle of red! for his 
services to our club over the last ten 
years. Thank you Mike and we look 
forward to seeing you during the season 
as a paying customer (OAP rates, of 
course!). 
Our Under 18s players were awarded 
with their League Championship medals 
after securing the Oxfordshire Under 18s 
league crown without losing a game, a 
fantastic achievement – congratulations 
to all involved.
The First Team Player of the Year Award went to James Kite,
Second Team Player of the Year Award went to Harry Smith.
Behind the scenes we are working hard to source new sponsorship opportunities and contacting 
our existing sponsors.
We are extremely grateful for the backing that our sponsors give to us and for the coming season 
we are looking at ways to show our appreciation to these people who kindly continue to support 
our village football club.
So to the new season. Pre-season training began on 28 June 2011 and we were pleased with the 
numbers that attended the first session. We also welcome any new faces who may wish to train 
with us. Sessions begin at 7pm at the Bourne on Tuesday and Thursday evenings.
We also have a series of friendly matches arranged during July with our Uhlsport Hellenic League 
Division One (West) campaign kicking off on Saturday 13 August 2011.
We look forward to welcoming you to the Bourne during the season ahead.
Visit our website at www.hooknortonfc.co.uk for news and fixtures throughout the 2011/12 
season.
Finally, if you would like to become involved with Hook Norton Football Club, 
then please contact Garnet Thomas on 07866 035642.
All the best
Garnet Thomas, Hook Norton FC
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Arrive home to a happy relaxed dog
 Collection and drop off service
 Individual daily care plans for each dog
 Dedicated staff team
 Large secure outdoor play and exercise paddocks
	 Large	indoor	play	area	with	non	slip	flooring
 Rest room with sofas and dog beds
 Doggie holidays and sleepovers available

For more information and bookings call Becky or Lisa on
01608 730594 or 07989 348878 / 07564 152611

e: enquiries@topdogdaycare.co.uk        www.topdogdaycare.co.uk
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 Microsoft Office 
 Sage Accounts 
 Photoshop 
 Dreamweaver 
 Flexible 
 Local 
 Professional 
 Training on your doorstep 

 

16 South Bar Banbury OX16 9AA 
enquiries@bestbanbury.co.uk 
www.bestbanbury.co.uk 

Courses at all levels 

Phone NOW!! 
01295 271888 

THE ITQ Qualification is FREE if you are in receipt of means tested Benefits 
Call NOW and speak to Nigel, Lorraine or Leigh 

Hook Norton • Oxon • OX15 5DD (1 mile north of Hook Norton Village)

Tel: 01608 737349/737641 • www.fi rs-garage.com

Family Business established 1960

• All Makes Vehicle Servicing
• Competitive Prices
• Factory trained mechanics
• MOT • Parts • Bodyshop • Fuel
• Large site with easy parking
• Extensive range of new and used vehicles

ALL MAKES SERVICING

The Firs GarageGarageFirs The Firs Gar gagegeraraaGaGGehe FFiFFThThTThe Firs GaraTT e Firs Garageaa agagraraaGaGG egesehe Firs GarararrirFiFiFFThThTT aaaa garageeeeThe Firs Garage
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HOME COMPUTER ASSISTANCE

Would you like to make better use of your PC?

Upgrades
Repairs

Internet Connections
Email Configuration

“In-Home” Advice

01608 730989 (24 hour answerphone)
Email: hcassist@dial.pipex.com

Personalised design 
service and 
consultancy in your 
own home.

Beautiful Bespoke 
Curtains, Roman & Roller 
Blinds & Soft Furnishings, 
handmade to the highest 
standard

Advice on every 
kind of Fabric from 
numerous suppliers

Stylish complimentary 
Cushions & Loose 

Covers

Re-upholstery 
service

Custom made Bedspreads 
& Headboards

New Sofas & Chairs

Tel/Fax: 01295 788145
email: info@annwoolgrove.com


